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ABSTRACT
T his s tu d y  su rv e y s  th e  o rig in  a n d  d ev e lo p m en t of program m ing by 
Radio S ta tio n  KWKH, S h re v e p o rt, L o u is ia n a , 19 2 2 -1 9 5 0 . The a n a ly s is  
In c lu d e s  a  su rv e y  o f p la n t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s ta f f  tra in in g  an d  o rg a n iz a tio n , 
a n d  program m ing p o l ic ie s  an d  p r a c t ic e s  th rough  th e  p e rio d s  o f s u c c e s ­
s iv e  o w n e rs h ip s . The a u th o r u s e d  c h ie f ly  th e  s ta t io n  f i l e s ,  c u rre n t 
g o v ern m en t d o c u m e n ts , an d  p e rs o n a l  In te rv ie w s  of p rom inen t s ta f f  
m em bers fo r h e r  m a te r ia ls .  D ev e lo p ed  c h ro n o lo g ic a lly , th e  h is to ry  is  
p re s e n te d  in  th e  p e rio d  of o rig in  an d  e x p e r im e n ta tio n , 1922-1925 ; th e  
p e rio d  of W . K. H e n d e rso n , 1925-1933 ; th e  p e rio d  o f m a tu r ity , 1933- 
1941; th e  w ar y e a r s ,  1941-1945 ; th e  p o s t  w ar y e a r s ,  1 9 4 5 -1 9 5 0 .
W illia m  E . A ntony , a young  e n g in e e r  em p lo y ed  by th e  Bell 
T e lep h o n e  C om pany , d e s ig n e d , b u i l t ,  an d  o p e ra te d  th e  10 w a tt  Radio 
S ta tio n  WAAG for th e  E ll io tt  E le c tr ic  C om pany  in  M ay , 1922 . The 100 
w a tt  Radio S ta tio n  WGAQ a ls o  d e s ig n e d , b u i l t ,  an d  o p e ra te d  by A ntony 
r e p la c e d  th e  e le c t r ic  c o m p a n y 's  s t a t io n .  The fo llo w in g  y e a r  A n to n y 's  
o p e ra tio n  o f th e s e  e a r ly  s ta t io n s  w as c o n fin e d  to  b r ie f  n ig h ttim e  b ro ad ­
c a s t s  o f p la y in g  phonog raph  re c o rd s  a n d  re a d in g  n e w s p a p e r s . W illiam  
G . P a t te r s o n , ow ner of W GAQ an d  d e a le r  in  ra d io  re c e iv in g  s e t s ,  e n ­
l i s te d  f in a n c ia l  a id  in  the form of a  p a r tn e rsh ip  of W . K. H e n d e rso n , th e  
S h rev ep o rt T im e s , th e  Y ouree H o te l, a n d  h im s e lf .  S tu d io s  m oved to  th e  
Y ouree H o te l an d  program m ing ad d ed  lo c a l  ta le n t  to  re c o rd e d  m u sic  an d
v
n e w s . In  O c to b er, 1924, H enderson  bough t th e  h o te l and  S hreveport Tim es 
i n t e r e s t s  In WGAQ; m oved th e  s ta tio n  to  K ennonwood, h is  p la n ta tio n  
e ig h te e n  m iles  north  of S hreveport; and  c h an g e d  th e  c a l l  le t te r s  to  KWKH. 
The s ta t io n  d e v e lo p ed  under h is  d ire c tio n  un til 1933. In n o v a tio n s  d e ­
v e lo p ed  by H enderson  in c lu d ed  th e  b ro a d c a s t of phonograph  reco rd s  
d ire c tly  th rough  a  tra n s m itte r  an d  d ire c t  s a le s  o f co ffee  for su p p o rt of 
th e  s ta t io n .  In 1930 he in c re a s e d  th e  pow er to  1 0 ,0 0 0  w a t ts ,  g a in in g  
a n  e x te n s iv e  c o v e ra g e . In te rn a tio n a l B ro ad castin g  C o rpo ra tion  pu r­
c h a s e d  KWKH in  193 2 and  m oved th e  s ta t io n  to  S hreveport a g a in . A 
p e rio d  o f re -o rg a n iz a tio n  fo llo w ed , c u lm in a tin g  in  the  a ff i l ia t io n  w ith  
th e  C olum bia  B ro ad castin g  S ystem  in  1934. The s ta tio n  program m ed 
h e a v ily  from ne tw ork  o ffe rings during  th e  p e rio d .
In  1935 th e  S hreveport T im es p u rc h a se d  KWKH an d  com bined  the  
s ta f fs  and  s tu d io s  w ith  th o se  of an o th e r T im es s ta t io n , KTBS. Four 
y e a rs  la te r  KWKH In c re a s e d  i ts  pow er to  50 , 000 w a t ts ,  e n ab lin g  the  
s ta t io n  to  In c lu d e  more th a n  th re e  m illion  p eo p le  in  i ts  s e rv ic e  a re a .
During W orld W ar II , th e  sh o rta g e  o f p e rso n n e l fo rced  KWKH to  tra in  i ts  
own s ta f f  m em bers . Program m ing fo c u se d  on n e w s c a s ts  and  governm ent 
s e r v i c e s . The FCC in v e s tig a te d  KWKH an d  i ts  s i s t e r  s ta t io n  b e c a u se  of 
th e ir  n e w sp a p er o w n ersh ip  in  1941. A lthough no a c tio n  w as ta k e n  in  th is  
in s ta n c e ,  the  S hreveport T im es so ld  KTBS in  1944 a s  a  r e s u l t  o f th e  FCC 
duopoly  ru le  fo rb idd ing  m u ltip le  o w n ersh ip  o f s ta tio n s  se rv in g  th e  sam e 
a re a .  In  1947, fo llow ing  th e  em ploym ent of H enry C la y  a s  g e n e ra l
v i
m an ag er, KWKH p u t m ajor e m p h a s is  on n e w s , farm  program m ing , an d  fo lk  
m u s ic . The p e rio d  c o v e re d  In th is  s tu d y  en d ed  w ith  KWKH a tt r a c t in g  th e  
la r g e s t  l is te n in g  a u d ie n c e  in  i t s  h is to ry .
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION
B ro ad castin g  h a s  a c h ie v e d  a perm anen t p la c e  in  A m erican h o m es . 
A lthough th e  in d u s try  is  l e s s  th an  fifty  y e a rs  o ld , i t  a ffo rd s  in fo rm ation , 
e n te r ta in m e n t, an d  e d u c a tio n  fo r la rg e  num bers o f p e o p le . By th e  y e a r  
1949, acco rd in g  to  a  s tu d y  m ade by B ro ad cast M easu rem en t Bureau,
9 4 .2  p e r  c e n t  of a ll  fa m ilie s  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  ow ned a t  l e a s t  one 
rad io  in  w orking o rd e r . * In  c i t in g  th e  B roadcast M easu rem en t Bureau 
su rv e y , C h e s te r  an d  G a rriso n  s ta te  th a t  s in c e  th e re  w ere c lo s e  to  
8 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  rad io s  in  u se  a t  th a t  tim e , a lm o st every  c i t iz e n  c o u ld  be 
re a c h e d  by ra d io .
V arious w rite rs  have  co m p iled  in fo rm ation  c o n ce rn in g  rad io  b ro ad ­
c a s t s  and  l i s te n e r  h a b its ,  but th e y  have  n o t p ro g re s se d  fa r  in  th e  r e ­
co rd ing  of i t s  h is to ry . The n a tu re  of b ro a d c a s tin g  i s  no t c o n d u c iv e  to  
p erm anency  o f rec o rd s  b e c a u se  program s a re  u su a lly  b ro a d c a s t o n c e .
. . A  rad io  b ro a d c a s t u s u a lly  d ie s  w ith  th e  b re a th  an d  e le c tr ic a l  
en erg y  th a t m om entarily  gave  i t  l i f e . A g re a t perfo rm ance se ldom  is  
re p e a te d  and  h a s  th e re fo re  none of the  a cc u m u la te d  w ord -o f-m o u th
*G iraud C h e s te r  and  G arn e t R. G a rr iso n , Radio and  T e le v is io n  
(New York: A p p le to n -C e n tu ry -C ro fts , I n c . ,  1950), p .  5 .
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2
p ra is e  of a  s ta g e  p la y  or a film  o r an y  w ork o f 'a r t '  w h ich  e x is t s  in  an
2
o rg a n iz e d  form p e rm ittin g  e a s y  re p e t i t io n .  "
A m erican rad io  h a s  grow n up th rough  e x p e rim e n ta tio n  a s  free  e n te r ­
p r is e  w ith  a  m inimum of g o v ern m en ta l re g u la tio n , a  fa c to r  w h ic h  m akes 
th e  g row th  ir re g u la r  a n d  w ith o u t c o n s is te n c y .  B ro ad castin g  is  c h a r a c ­
te r iz e d  by c o m p e titio n  o f free  e n te rp r is e  su p p o rte d  f in a n c ia l ly  by  a d v e r­
t is in g ;  by  s y n d ic a tio n  o f p ro g ram s, p rim arily  th ro u g h  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f 
th e  n a tio n a l n e tw o rk s , w hich  o f te n  m a in ta in  lo c a l  o w n ersh ip  a n d  program
c o n tro l; an d  by "governm en t re g u la tio n , b a s e d  on a  com prom ise  b e tw ee n
3
p u b lic  an d  p r iv a te  i n t e r e s t . "
A d v e rtis in g  h a s  b een  e s ta b l is h e d  a s  th e  s o le  su p p o rt o f ra d io . 
H ow ever, th is  s ta te m e n t c o u ld  n o t be m ade in  1922 w hen  S e c re ta ry  of 
C om m erce , H e rb e rt H oover, s a id ,  "It i s  in c o n c e iv a b le  th a t  we sh o u ld  
a llo w  so  g re a t  a  p o s s ib i l i ty  fo r s e r v ic e ,  for n e w s , fo r e n te r ta in m e n t, 
fo r e d u c a tio n , a n d  fo r v i ta l  co m m erc ia l p u rp o se s  to  be  d row ned  in  a d ­
v e r t is in g  c h a t te r .  " 4 C o n tin u in g  th e ir  su rv e y  of th e  e a r ly  e x p e rim e n ta l 
p e rio d  o f b ro a d c a s t in g , C h e s te r  a n d  G a rr iso n  p o in te d  o u t th a t
From 1922 to  1924, e v e n  l im ite d  g o o d -w ill  ty p e  com ­
m erc ia l b ro a d c a s tin g  w as r e s t r ic te d  a lm o s t e n tire ly  to
^Robert J . L andry , W ho, W h a t, W hy I s  R ad io ? (N ew  York:
G eo rge  W . S te w a rt, P u b lis h e r , I n c . ,  1942), p p . 7 9 -8 0 .
^Sydney  W . H e ad . B ro ad castin g  in  A m erica (N ew  York: H ough ton  
M ifflin  C om pany , 1956), p .  135 .
4C h e s te r  an d  G a rr iso n , o p . c i t . , p .  24 .
3
W EAF.^ The te le p h o n e  com pany  c la im e d  th e  s o le  r ig h t to  
s e l l  t im e , a n d  b e c a u s e  o f i ts  c o n tro l o v e r p a te n ts ,  t r a n s ­
m is s io n  l i n e s ,  an d  ra d io  e q u ip m e n t, i t  w as  a b le  to  e n fo rc e  
i t s  w ill  on o th e r  s ta t io n s  a n d  to  p re v e n t them  from  c a rry in g  
a d v e r t is in g .  I t w as  n o t u n til  April 18, 19 24, w hen  A. T. &
T . a llo w e d  in d e p e n d e n t s ta t io n s  to  e n g ag e  in  sp o n so re d  
b ro a d c a s t in g , th a t  w id e sp re a d  a d v e r t is in g  su p p o rt fo r rad io  
d e v e lo p e d , a n d  th e  sy s te m  w e know  to d a y  b eg an  to  ta k e  
s h a p e . 6
In  th e  e a r l i e s t  d a y s  of b ro a d c a s tin g  m o st s ta t io n s  w ere  ow ned  an d  
o p e ra te d  by c o n c e rn s  in te r e s te d  in  m an u fac tu rin g  an d  s e l l in g  ra d io  a p ­
p a r a tu s .  T herefo re  th o s e  c o n c e rn s — W e s tin g h o u s e , Radio C o rp o ra tio n  
of A m erica , G e n e ra l E le c tr ic , a n d  o th e r s — b ro a d c a s t  in  o rd e r  to  su p p ly  
p rog ram s for p e rs o n s  w ho p u rc h a se d  re c e iv in g  s e t s . Then r e ta i l  d e p a r t­
m ent s to r e s ,  su c h  a s  W an am ak er, G im b e ls , a n d  th e  S h ep a rd  S to re s  
b u ilt  s t a t io n s .  N e x t, n e w sp a p e rs  an d  c o l le g e s  an d  u n iv e r s i t ie s  e n te re d  
th e  b ro a d c a s tin g  in d u s try . F in a lly , in d iv id u a ls  o p e n e d  th e ir  own s t a ­
tio n s  u s in g  fiv e  w a tt t r a n s m itte r s  w h ich  c o u ld  b e  h o u se d  in  s p a c e  a b o u t
7
th e  s iz e  of o rd in a ry  ra d io  r e c e iv e r s .  At f i r s t  th e s e  s ta t io n s  e a rn e d  
n o th in g  w ith  w h ich  to  d e fra y  o p e ra tin g  e x p e n s e s .  Then th e  ru le s  a g a in s t  
a d v e r t is in g  w ere  re la x e d  an d  e v e n tu a l ly  d is a p p e a re d , le a v in g  th e  s t a ­
t io n s  fre e  to  e n l i s t  f in a n c ia l  su p p o rt by  m eans of a d v e r t is in g .
A fter th e  F ed e ra l C o m m un ica tion  C o m m issio n  w as c re a te d  in  1934,
5 A m erican T e lep h o n e  a n d  T eleg rap h  C om pany o rg a n iz e d  R adio S ta tio n  
WEAF to  be o p e ra te d  a s  a  " to ll"  s ta t io n  a v a i la b le  to  p e rs o n s  w ish in g  to  
b ro a d c a s t .
^ C h e s te r  an d  G a rr iso n , o p .  c i t . , p .  24.
7Ib id .
4
i t  re c o g n iz e d  th e  p u b lic  b e n e f i ts  of c o m p e titio n  am ong ra d io  s ta tio n s  .
In  one  in s ta n c e  th e  C o m m issio n  s a id  th a t
C o m p e titio n  b e tw ee n  s ta t io n s  in  th e  sam e com m unity  
in u re s  to  th e  p u b lic  good  b e c a u s e  on ly  by a t t r a c t in g  and  
h o ld in g  l i s t e n e r s  c a n  a  b ro a d c a s t  s ta t io n  s u c c e s s f u l ly  com ­
p e te  for a d v e r t i s e r s . C o m p e titio n  for a d v e r t is e r s  w hich  
m eans c o m p e titio n  fo r l i s te n e r s  n e c e s s a r i ly  r e s u l t s  in  
r iv a lry  b e tw e e n  s ta t io n s  to  b ro a d c a s t  p rogram s c a lc u la te d  
to  a t t r a c t  a n d  h o ld  l i s te n e r s  w h ich  n e c e s s a r i ly  r e s u l ts  in  
th e  im provem ent o f  th e  q u a lity  o f th e ir  p rogram  s e r v ic e .
T his is  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  th e  A m erican  sy s te m  o f  b ro a d c a s t in g .^
Follow ing th e  e a r ly  tre n d  to  a c c e p t  a d v e r t is in g  cam e  th e  e s ta b l i s h ' 
m ent o f n a tio n a l  ra d io  n e tw o rk s . T h ese  c h a in s  or n e tw o rk s  w ere  a b le  to  
p ro d u ce  e la b o ra te  sh o w s w h ich  s in g le  s ta t io n s  c o u ld  n o t a ffo rd  to  p ro ­
d u c e . Yet th e  ne tw ork  c o u ld  tra n s m it them  a c ro s s  th e  n a tio n . L ocal 
s ta t io n s  th e n  c o u ld  jo in  th e  n e tw o rk  a n d  c a rry  th e  b e t te r  p ro d u ced  p ro ­
d u c tio n s  in te r s p e r s e d  w ith  th e ir  lo c a l  p ro g ra m s . The a rran g em en t im ­
p ro v ed  th e  q u a lity  o f  p rogram m ing g e n e ra l ly .
A th ird  c h a r a c te r i s t ic  o f b ro a d c a s tin g  a s  i t  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  in  th is  
c o u n try  is  go v ern m en t re g u la t io n . The f i r s t  l e g i s la t iv e  a c t  in v o lv in g  th e  
new  in d u s try  w as la rg e ly  a  p ro d u c t o f th e  rad io  in d u s try  i t s e l f .  In  1924 
d e le g a te s  to  th e  Fourth  Radio C o n fe re n c e  c a l le d  by th e  S e c re ta ry  of 
C om m erce , H e rb e rt H o o v er, recom m ended  th e  g overnm en t c o n tro ls  w hich  
w ere  em b o d ied  in  th e  H ouse  o f R e p re se n ta tiv e s  Bill 5589 , S ix ty -n in th
Q
F e d e ra l C om m un ica tion  C o m m iss io n , Report on  C h a in  f c o a d c a s t in g , 
C o m m issio n  O rder N o . 37 , D o ck e t 5060 (W ash ing ton : U..S. G overnm ent P rin ting  
O ff ic e , M ay , 1941), p .  47 .
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C o n g re s s , w hich  la te r  b ecam e  the  Radio Act o f X927. S ydney  W . H ead  
q u o te s  U . S . S e n a to r  W a lla c e  H . W h ite  o f M aine  to  in d ic a te  th e  g e n e ra l 
p r in c ip le  o f p u b lic  s e rv ic e  upon w h ich  a ll  governm en t re g u la tio n  of 
b ro a d c a s tin g  h a s  d e v e lo p e d .
W e h a v e  re a c h e d  th e  d e f in ite  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e  r ig h t 
o f our p e o p le  to  e n jo y  th is  m eans o f co m m u n ica tio n  c a n  be 
p re s e rv e d  on ly  by th e  re p u d ia tio n  o f th e  id e a  u n d e rly in g  th e  
1912 la w  th a t  an y o n e  w ho w ill m ay tra n sm it a n d  by th e  a s s e r ­
tio n  in  i t s  s te a d  of th e  d o c tr in e  th a t  th e  r ig h t o f th e  p u b lic  
to  s e rv ic e  i s  su p e rio r  to  th e  r ig h t o f an y  in d iv id u a l to  u s e  th e  
e th e r .
H ead  p o in ts  o u t th a t  th e  fu n d am en ta l id e a s  o f th e  Act m ay be  sum m arized  
in  th e  fo llo w in g  s e v e ra l  s ta te m e n ts .  F ir s t ,  th e  ra d io  w a v es  c a n  be u s e d  
for p r iv a te  u s e  on ly  i f  p u b lic  u se  i s  s e rv e d , b e c a u s e  th e  c h a n n e ls  be long  
to  th e  p e o p le .  B ro a d ca s tin g  is  a  c o m m u n ica tio n  s e rv ic e  w h ich  m ust be 
re c o g n iz e d  a s  u n iq u e . Radio s e rv ic e  m u st be  d is tr ib u te d  e q u ita b ly  in  
o rd e r to  b e n e f it  a l l  p e o p le . O nly  p e rs o n s  w ho a re  e l ig ib le  sh o u ld  be 
a s s ig n e d  c h a n n e ls  fo r u s e .  Radio b ro a d c a s tin g  i s  p ro te c te d  by th e  F irs t  
A m endm ent w ith  c e r ta in  l im i ta t io n s . The go v ern m en t h a s  th e  pow er to  
re g u la te  th e  in d u s try  to  in su re  th a t  "p u b lic  I n te r e s t ,  c o n v e n ie n c e , and  
n e c e s s i ty "  be s e rv e d . F in a lly , th e  g overnm en t d o e s  no t h av e  a b s o lu te  
pow er o v e r b ro a d c a s t in g .
®Head, o p . c i t . , p .  130. 
10I b i d . , p .  131.
11I b l d . . p .  131.
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In 1934 Congress passed the Communications Act of 1934. This 
bill re-enacted  the Radio Act of 1927 as far as radio was concerned, At 
th is time the name of the Federal Radio Commission, the agency which 
represented Congress In the regulation of radio, was changed to Federal 
Communication Commission.
Within the Industry Itself the National Association of Broadcasters,
which serves as a clearing house for broadcasting, established a "Code
of E th ic s ." The purpose of the Code was to establish  uniform practices
12throughout the industry by se lf regulation. Llewellyn White has 
written that, "Except for the efforts of the NAB. . .  self-regulation in 
the broadcasting industry has been a matter for the consciences of indi- 
vidual broadcasters,"
The balance between government controls and the se lf regulation 
within the broadcasting industry has promoted the growth of the great and 
important broadcasting business which is operating in the country today, 
As was mentioned earlier, the history of this formative period has been 
recorded only in general terms, The record of programming practices that 
developed during the years of struggle has been neglected more than other 
aspects of the industry, In recent years research is being done in the 
area of local stations, treating some of their detailed problems,
12Chester and Garrison, o£. c l t , ,  pp. 128-132.
13Llewellyn White, The American Radio (Chicago; University of 
Chicago Press, 1947), p, 88,
particularly in the various aspects of programming. Bruce A. Linton,
for example, has completed a study of early programming of certain 
14Chicago sta tio n s. In 1944 Donald W, Riley made a study of radio
drama from 1919 to 1944;15 and George M. Stokes completed an analysis
of public service programming of Station WFAA, Dallas, in 1954.16
Listener preferences in relation to local station programming was the
topic of Glenn D. Starlin 's study at the State University of Iowa in 
171951, and programming of local stations under the ownership of news­
paper publisher in Detroit during the early years of broadcasting was 
analyzed by Maryland W, Wilson in 1 9 5 2 .^
Since no study has been made of local broadcasting stations in 
Louisiana and since Shreveport Station KWKH is one of the pioneer 
stations in the state and in the country, it is  the purpose of th is study 
to record the history of Station KWKH from its origin to 1950, the date
^B ruceA , Linton, A History of Chicago Radio Stations Programming. 
1921-1931, with Emphasis on Stations WMAQ and WGN (Microfilmed 
Doctoral D issertation, Northwestern University, 19531
^D onald  W, Riley, A History of Radio Drama from 1919 to 1944 
(Microfilmed Doctoral D issertation, Ohio State University, 1944).
16George M, Stoke, A Public Service History of Radio Station WFAA- 
820 (Microfilmed Doctoral D issertation, Northwestern University, 1954),
17Glenn D, Starlin, A Comparison of Listener Preferences with Radio 
Station Programming in Iowa (Microfilmed Doctoral D issertation, State 
University of Iowa, 1951),
18Maryland W, W ilson, Broadcasting by Newspaper Owned Stations 
in Detroit, 1920-1927_(Microfilmed Doctoral D issertation, University of 
Michigan, 1952).
w hen te le v is io n  becam e a co m p e titiv e  b ro a d c a s t medium  an d  e x e r te d  w ide 
in flu e n ce  on program m ing in  rad io  g e n e ra lly . In m aking th is  s tu d y  the  
w rite r  w ill g ive  p a r t ic u la r  em p h a s is  to  program m ing p ra c t ic e s  and  te c h ­
n iq u e s , to  s ta t io n  p e rso n n e l and  th e ir  q u a lif ic a tio n s  fo r th e ir  sp e c if ic  
d u t ie s ,  to  s ta t io n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and  to  the  p h ilo so p h ie s  an d  p o l ic ie s  o f 
b ro a d c a s tin g  h e ld  by the  s u c c e s s iv e  o w n ers .
The v a rio u s  so u rc e s  from w hich  m a te r ia ls  of v a lu e  to  th is  rec o rd  
cam e in c lu d e  the  p riv a te  f i le s  o f W illiam  Antony, c h ie f  e n g in e e r  of 
S ta tio n  KWKH for a  num ber of y e a r s ,  th e  f i le s  of th e  s ta tio n  i t s e l f ,  lo c a l 
n e w sp a p e rs , in te rv ie w s  w ith  num erous p rom inent m em bers o f th e  s ta tio n  
s ta f f ,  and  p e r tin e n t governm ent docum en ts co n ce rn e d  w ith  b ro a d c a s tin g  
re g u la tio n . Of in e s tim a b le  v a lu e  w ere m a te r ia ls  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  p r iv a te  
lib ra ry  o f W illiam  E . A ntony, D ix ie , L o u is ia n a . In  th is  c o lle c tio n  w ere 
tw o b rochu res  of u n p u b lish e d  m a te r ia ls  com p iled  by W . K. H en d erso n , 
one  of th e  ea rly  ow ners of the  s ta t io n .  I t  is  of p a r t ic u la r  s ig n if ic a n c e  
th a t Antony h a s  p re se rv e d  th e s e  w ritin g s  of H en d erso n , s in c e  th e  com ­
p le te  f i le s  of the  rad io  s ta t io n  during  th e  H enderson  p e rio d  w ere 
d e s tro y e d  by fire  in  1955 w hen h is  hom e a t  Kennonwood b u rn ed . The 
f i le s  o f p re s e n t  S ta tio n  KWKH c o n ta in  c o rre sp o n d e n c e , com m un ica tions 
from the  F edera l C om m unication  C om m ission , and  o th e r  p e r tin e n t d a ta .  
P a r tic u la r ly  h e lp fu l w as th is  so u rc e  in  com piling  d a ta  for th e  la te r  p e rio d s  
of the  s tu d y . M uch in fo rm ation  o f v a lu e  to  th e  s tu d y  w as found in  th e  
co lum ns of th e  lo c a l  n e w sp a p e rs , e s p e c ia l ly  fo llow ing  th e  p u rc h a se  of
9
in te re s t  in  th e  s ta tio n  by th e  p u b lis h e r , John D . E w ing. P e rh ap s th e  
m ost s ig n if ic a n t  so u rce  of in fo rm ation  w as the  in te rv ie w s  w ith  s ta tio n  
s ta f f  m em bers and  form er s ta f f  m em bers . W illiam  Antony; S tedm an 
G unning , KWKH en g in eer; and  C a r te r  H en d erso n , so n  of W . K. H en d erso n , 
su p p lie d  in fo rm ation  c o n ce rn in g  th e  s ta t io n 's  o rig in  th rough  th e  W . K. 
H en d erso n  p e rio d . H orace  L ogan, form er program  d irec to r; G ene G o s s , 
p re s e n t  new s d irec to r; G lad y s H urley , s e c re ta ry  to  the  program  d irec to r; 
an d  H enry C la y , p re s e n t g e n e ra l m anager, c o n tr ib u te d  d e sc r ip tio n s  of 
th e  s ta t io n 's  program m ing o p e ra tio n s  during  th e  p e rio d  ju s t  p rio r to  
W orld W ar II, d e s ig n a te d  in  th is  a n a ly s is  a s  th e  P eriod  of M a tu rity .
And f in a lly , from the  re p o r ts ,  ru l in g s , and  o th e r reg u la to ry  docum en ts 
o f th e  v a rio u s  governm ent a g e n c ie s  c o n ce rn e d  from tim e to  tim e w ith  
b ro a d c a s tin g , e s p e c ia l ly  th e  p u b lic a tio n s  of th e  F ed era l C om m unications 
C o m m issio n , h a s  com e sp e c if ic  in fo rm ation  u se d  in  th e  s tu d y . H elpful 
in  p rov id ing  c h e c k s  and  su p p lem en ta ry  In fo rm ation  have  b een  su ch
19se co n d a ry  re fe re n c e s  a s  th e  g e n era l h is to r ie s  of G le a so n  L . A rcher,
Hiram  L. Jom e, ^  S idney  W . H ead , C h e s te r  G iraud  and  G arn e t R.
19G le a so n  L . A rcher, H isto ry  o f Radio to  1926 (New York; A m erican 
Book C o m p an y -S tra tfo rd  P re s s ,  I n c . , 1938).
20 Hiram  L . Jom e, E conom ics o f th e  Radio In d u stry  (C hicago  and  
N ew  York; A. W . Shaw  C om pany , 1925).
21 S idney  W . H ead . B roadcasting  in  A m erica (C am bridge; The 
R iverside  P re s s ,  1956).
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22  2 "̂G a rtlso n , and  Robert L . L andry . E sp e c ia lly  u se fu l w as M argery  Land
M a y 's  d e sc r ip tiv e  e s s a y  on W . K. H e n d e r s o n .  ^4
In o rg an iz in g  th e  m a te ria l i t  se em s ap p ro p ria te  to  d is c u s s  the
grow th o f th e  s ta tio n  in  a se q u e n c e  of c h ro n o lo g ica l p e r io d s . E arly
p e rio d s  a re  d e te rm ined  c h ie f ly  by o w n e rsh ip . L a te r p e rio d s  fa l l  more
re a d ily  in to  a  more u n iv e rsa l p a tte rn  of rad io  developm en t th roughout
th e  n a tio n . Follow ing th e  In tro d u c tio n , th e  s u c c e s s iv e  c h a p te rs  o f th is
h is to ry  in c lu d e  th e  P eriod  of O rig in  and  E x p erim en ta tio n , 1922-1925; The
P eriod  of W . K. H en d erso n , 1925-1933; The P eriod  of M a tu rity , 1933-
1940; The W ar P e rio d , 1941-1945; The P o s t W ar P e rio d , 1945 -1950 .
The f in a l c h a p te r  p re s e n ts  th e  sum m ary and  c o n c lu s io n s .
22 G iraud  C h e s te r  and  G arn e t R. G a rr iso n , Radio an d  T e le v is io n  
(New York: A p p le to n -C e n tu ry -C ro fts , I n c . ,  1950).
^ R o b e r t  J . L andry, W ho. W h a t. W hy Is  R ad io? (New York: G eorge 
W . S te w a rt, P u b lish e r , I n c . ,  1942).
^ M a rg e ry  Land M ay, H e llo  W orld H en d erso n , th e  M an Behind the  
M ike (Shreveport: P re ss  o f the  L in d say  C om pany, 1930).
CHAPTER II
THE PERIOD OF ORIGIN AND EXPERIMENTATION
W ritin g  in  th e  1959 E d itio n  o f th e  B r lta n n ic a , R eith  an d  W in te r , 
o f f ic ia ls  in  th e  B ritish  B ro a d ca s tin g  C o rp o ra tio n , d e s c r ib e  th e  In te n t 
an d  l im its  of b ro a d c a s tin g  a s  th e  a c t iv i ty  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  s in c e  i t s  b e ­
g in n in g  a b o u t 1920 .
BROADCASTING. Radio b ro a d c a s tin g  i s  ra d io  t r a n s ­
m is s io n  in te n d e d  fo r g e n e ra l p u b lic  re c e p t io n , a s  d is g in -  
g u lsh e d  from  ra d io  co m m u n ica tio n s  d ire c te d  to  s p e c if ic  
re c e iv in g  s t a t i o n s .  In  i ts  com m onest fo rm , i t  m ay be 
d e s c r ib e d  a s  th e  s y s te m a tic  d iffu s io n  by ra d io  o f e n te r ­
ta in m e n t, in fo rm a tio n , e d u c a tio n a l  an d  o th e r  f e a tu re s  
fo r s im u lta n e o u s  re c e p tio n  by s c a t te r e d  a u d ie n c e , in d i­
v id u a lly  o r in  g ro u p s , w ith  a p p ro p ria te  re c e iv in g  a p p a r a tu s .
The s u b je c t  m a tte r  m ay be e i th e r  a u d ib le  o r v i s u a l ,  o r a 
co m b in a tio n  o f b o th . Sound  b ro a d c a s tin g  in  th is  s e n s e  
m ay be s a id  to  h a v e  com e in to  b e in g  a b o u t 1920, w h ile  
t e le v is io n  b ro a d c a s tin g  b e g a n  in  1936 . . . . *
Im p o rtan t e v e n ts  took  p la c e  o v e r  an  e x te n d e d  p e rio d  of tim e  b efo re  th e
fo reg o in g  c o u ld  be s t a te d .  C e r ta in  o f th e s e  e v e n ts  p a r t ic u la r ly  c o n c e rn e d
th e  g row th  of ra d io  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s .  B efore th e  tu rn  of th e  c e n tu ry ,
in  1899, th e  M arco n i W ire le s s  T e leg rap h  C om pany  o f  A m erica w as
2
c h a r te re d  by th e  s ta te  of N ew  J e r s e y .  O ne o f th is  c o m p a n y 's  f i r s t
I jo h n  C h a r le s  W alsh am  R eith  an d  G ordon G . A. W in te r , "B road­
c a s t in g ,  " JEnc3rc lo |)a e d ^ _ B rite n n ic a  (C h ic a g o , L ondon, T oronto: E n cy c lo ­
p a e d ia  B rlta n n ic a , I n c . ,  W illiam  B en ton , P u b lis h e r , 1959), IV, 206 .
H iram  L . Jom e, E conom ics o f th e  Radio In d u s try  (C h icag o  an d  
New York: A. W . Shaw  C om pany , 1925), p . 22.
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s ta t io n s  a t  W e llf le e t ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  w as u s e d  in  se n d in g  m e s s a g e s  
a c ro s s  th e  A tla n tic  O c e a n . A lthough w ire le s s  w as th e n  in  i t s  in fa n c y , 
th is  com pany b u ilt  s ta t io n s  on  th e  P a c if ic  a s  w e ll a s  th e  A tlan tic  c o a s ts  
o f th e  U n ited  S ta te s .
The U n ited  S ta te s  N avy becam e a c tiv e  in  d e v e lo p in g  w ire le s s  s t a ­
tio n s  an d  by 1904 h a d  tw e n ty  sh o re  s ta t io n s  in  o p e ra tio n  an d  tw e n ty -  
fou r sh ip s  e q u ip p e d  w ith  w ir e le s s  m e c h a n ism s . O th e r w ire le s s  s ta t io n s  
th ro u g h o u t th e  U n ited  S ta te s  c a u s e d  a n e e d  fo r re g u la tio n . T h ere fo re , 
P re s id e n t T heodore  R o o sev e lt a p p o in te d  a  co m m ittee  to  s tu d y  th is  q u e s ­
t io n . In  1904 th e  co m m ittee  recom m ended  th a t  th e  W ar D ep artm en t c o n tro l 
a l l  m ilita ry  s ta t io n s  in  th e  in te r io r  an d  th a t  th e  N avy  c o n tro l a l l  c o a s ta l  
s t a t io n s .  The D ep artm en t o f C om m erce an d  L abor sh o u ld  s u p e rv is e  c o m -
3
m erc ia l s t a t io n s .  A lthough th is  re p o rt by th e  R o o se v e lt C om m ittee  n e v e r  
becam e a la w , i t  in f lu e n c e d  th e  fu tu re  o f ra d io , s in c e  i t s  recom m enda­
tio n s  w ere  a d o p te d ?  The im p o rtan t ou tcom e from th e  p ro p o sa ls  w as th a t  
th e  D ep artm en t of C om m erce an d  L abor w as d e le g a te d  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
for s u p e rv is io n  o f co m m erc ia l b ro a d c a s t  s t a t i o n s . E ight y e a rs  l a t e r  on 
A ugust 13, 1912, th e  Radio Bill p la c e d  th e  re g u la tio n  o f w ire le s s  in  th e  
h a n d s  of th e  D ep artm en t o f C o m m e rc e .5 T his la w  w a s  in te n d e d  to  g o vern
^ G le a so n  L. A rcher, H is to ry  of Radio to  1926 (N ew  York: The 
A m erican H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , I n c . ,  1938), p .  76 .
4Ib id .
5P u b lic  Law N o . 238, 62nd C o n g re s s ,  37 S ta t .  L . 199 .
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sh ip  to  sh o re  w ire le s s  c o m m u n ic a tio n s . W hen b ro a d c a s tin g  o f v o ice  
w as d e v e lo p e d  s e v e ra l  y e a rs  l a te r ,  th e  ra d io  la w s  th a t  w ere  w ritte n  
fo r w ire le s s  w ere  a d ju d g e d  a p p lic a b le  to  th e  new  m edium  of v o ic e  
t r a n s m is s io n .  Thus th e  Radio Bill c o v e re d  bo th  m aritim e w ir e le s s  and  
la n d  ra d io  b r o a d c a s t s . H ead  s a id  th a t  th is  la w  "co u ld  n o t h a v e  a n t ic i ­
p a te d  th e  p rob lem s w h ich  su c h  a  r a d ic a l ly  d iffe re n t s e rv ic e  a s  b ro a d -
C
c a s t in g  m ight r a i s e .  "
W ire le s s  becam e p o p u la r  w hen m en w ere  in te r e s te d  in  p ro je c tin g
th e  hum an v o ic e  a s  w ell a s  d o ts  and  d a s h e s  o v e r th e  e th e r  w a v e s . The
f i r s t  know n hum an v o ic e  b ro a d c a s t  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  w as th a t  o f
P ro fe s s o r  R. A. F e ss e n d e n  a t  Brant R ock, M a s s a c h u s e t te s ,  on C h ris tm a s
Eve* 1906 . U sing  a  w a te r -c o o le d  m icrophone to  m o d u la te  an  A lex an d erso n
a lte rn a to r  and  one  k ilo w a tt o f p o w er, F e s s e n d e n  p re s e n te d  a  p e e m , a
v io lin  s o lo ,  an d  a s p e e c h .  T his program  w as p ro je c te d  h u n d red s  o f
7
m ile s  by w ire le s s  te le p h o n y . For th e  n e x t fo u rtee n  y e a r s  F e s s e n d e n  
c o n tin u e d  to  b ro a d c a s t  b e tw ee n  h is  e x p e rim e n ta l s ta t io n s  a t  Brant Rock
g
an d  P lym outh , M a s s a c h u s e t t s .
W ire le s s  b ro a d c a s ts  becam e m ore w id e sp re a d  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
a f te r  G . W . P ic k a rd  d is c o v e re d  th a t  c ry s ta l  d e te c to rs  c o u ld  b e  u s e d  in
C
S ydney  W . H e ad , B ro ad castin g  in  A m erica (B oston: H oughton 
M ifflin  C om pany , 1956), p .  110.
7
A rcher, o p . c l t . , p p . 8 6 -8 7 .
8I b i d . . p .  9 7 .
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ra d io  re c e iv in g  s e t s . M any young m en w ere  a t t r a c te d  to  th e  n ew  e n te r ­
ta in m en t o f p ick in g  so u n d  an d  m u sic  from  th e  a i r .  An am a teu r c o u ld  
p u rc h a se  a c ry s ta l  and  b u ild  h is  ow n re c e iv in g  s e t ,  don h is  e a r  p h o n e s , 
an d  l i s te n  for h ou rs to  m usic  com ing  to  him  o u t o f th e  a i r .  M any o f 
th o s e  e n th u s ia s t s  b u ilt  t r a n s m itte r s  an d  b e g an  se n d in g  th e ir  ow n m u sic  
an d  m e s s a g e s .  C o n s e q u e n tly , m an u fa c tu re rs  of rad io  p a r ts  p ro sp e red ; 
rad io  m a g a z in e s  m u ltip lie d . E xperts  in  rad io  e n g in e e r in g  p u b lis h e d  
g u id e s  an d  d iag ram s for any  am a teu r to  fo llo w .
W ith  th e  a d v e n t of W orld  W ar I ,  P re s id e n t W ilso n  d ire c te d  the  
N avy to  ta k e  o v e r a l l  w ire le s s  s ta t io n s  n o t a lre a d y  u n der th e  c o n tro l
q
o f th e  Army. P riv a te  ow ners c o -o p e ra te d  by su rre n d e rin g  th e ir  p h y s ic a l  
eq u ip m en t, te c h n ic ia n s ,  and  re s e a rc h  p e rso n n e l to  th e  g o v e rn m e n t. The 
w ar pe riod  c a u s e d  a more ra p id  d ev e lo p m en t in  w ire le s s  c o m m u n ic a tio n s . 
The te c h n ic a l  re s o u rc e s  o f th e  e n tire  c o u n try  w ere  p o o led  to  a c h ie v e  a 
m ore ra p id  e x p a n s io n  o f w i r e le s s .  " . . .  W orld  W ar I b ro u g h t b ro ad ­
c a s t in g  c lo s e r  to  the  hom es of th e  g e n e ra l p u b lic  th a n  an y  o th e r  e v e n t 
o c cu rrin g  in  su c h  a sh o r t  sp a n  of y e a r s , e v e n  though  i t  w as n o t u n til  a f te r  
th e  w ar h a d  e n d e d  th a t  th e  re a l  p ro c e s s  o f b ro a d c a s tin g  b e g a n .
9H e ad , o p . c l t . ,  p .  111 .
^ U n i t e d  S ta te s  C o n g re s s ,  H o u se  o f R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  R egu la tion  of 
B ro a d c a s tin g . H a lf  a  C en tu ry  o f G overnm ent R eg u la tio n  o f B ro a d ca s tin g  and  
th e  N eed  fo r F u rth er L e g is la t iv e  A c tio n , S tudy  fo r th e  C om m ittee  on  In te r ­
s ta te  an d  F o re ign  C om m erce , H o u se  o f R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  85 th  C o n g re s s ,  2d 
S e s s io n , on H . R e s . 99 , 85th  C o n g re s s ,  1 s t S e s s io n  (W ash in g to n : U . S . 
G overnm ent P rin tin g  O ff ic e , 1958), S ubcom m ittee  P r in t, p .  2 . H e re in a f te r  
re fe rre d  to  a s  H ouse  of R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , R egu la tion  o f B ro a d c a s tin g .
W hen the  w ar e n d e d , rad io  b ro a d c a s tin g  fa c e d  a  c ru c ia l  t im e . The 
is s u e  of w h e th er rad io  f a c i l i t ie s  sh o u ld  be re ta in e d  in  th e  h an d s of the  
governm ent o r re tu rn e d  to  p r iv a te  e n te rp r is e  w as d e b a te d . E v en tu a lly  
b ro a d c a s t c o n tro ls  w ere re tu rn e d  to  in d u s t r y ,11 an d  rad io  m ade t r e ­
m endous s tr id e s  tow ards becom ing a p o p u la r m edium  of com m un ica tion . 
B ecause  of the  in c re a s e  in  the  num ers of l i s t e n e r s ,  b ro a d c a s tin g  s ta t io n s  
w ere  e s ta b l is h e d  e s p e c ia l ly  for e n te r ta in m e n t and  In fo rm ation .
In 1920 Radio S ta tio n  KDKA, lo c a te d  a t  th e  W estin g h o u se  E le c tr ic
an d  M anufac tu ring  C om pany in  E as t P ittsb u rg h , P e n n sy lv a n ia , began  to
b ro a d c a s t reg u la rly  sc h e d u le d  p rog ram s, o p e ra tin g  on 833 k ilo c y c le s  w ith
50 w a tts  of p o w er. I ts  f i r s t  program  gave  th e  r e s u l ts  o f th e  H ard in g -C o x
p re s id e n tia l  e le c t io n .  A fter th is  in i t ia l  s u c c e s s ,  th e  s ta t io n  p io n e e re d
in  program  b u ild in g . I t  o r ig in a te d  re lig io u s  program s d ire c t from the
c h u rc h . O ther b ro a d c a s ts  fe a tu re d  s p e e c h e s  by su ch  d ig n ita r ie s  a s
H erbert H oover, C o lo n e l Theodore R o o sev e lt, and  W illiam  Jenn ings
Bryan. The s ta t io n  b ro a d c a s t box ing  m a tc h e s , the  D av is C up  te n n is
12m a tc h e s , and  a N a tio n a l L eague b a se b a ll  gam e.
O rig in a lly , KDKA b ro a d c a s t from a  te n t  a d ja c e n t to  a sm all room on 
top  of a h igh  b u ild in g . Then th e  s ta f f  d isc o v e re d  th a t  th e  te n t  w orked  
e q u a lly  w ell p la c e d  w ith in  a  room . W ith  th is  re v e la tio n  e n g in e e rs  b eg an
11I b l d . , p .  3 .
12L lew ellyn  W h ite , The A m erican Radio (C h icago : U n iv e rs ity  o f 
C h icag o  P re s s ,  1947), p p . 1 1 -1 2 .
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1 ^to  so lv e  th e  problem  of e c h o e s  and  re s o n a n c e . KDKA w as th e  f i r s t  of 
many s ta t io n s  w h ich  a d v a n c e d  th e  "rad io  boom . By th e  w in te r o f 
1922 a rad io  c ra z e  h ad  d ev e lo p ed  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s .  In  th e  M ay, 
1922, i s s u e  of Radio B roadcast an  e d ito r ia l  re a d  a s  fo llo w s .
The ra te  of in c re a s e  in  th e  num ber of p eo p le  who sp e n d  
a t  l e a s t  a  p a rt o f th e ir  ev en in g  in  l is te n in g  in  i s  a lm o st in ­
c o m p re h e n s ib le . To th o se  who h av e  re c e n tly  tr ie d  to  pur­
c h a s e  re c e iv in g  equ ipm en t som e id e a  o f th is  in c re a s e  h as  
u ndoub ted ly  o c c u rre d , a s  th ey  s to o d  p e rh ap s  in  the  fourth  
o r fifth  row  a t  the  rad io  c o u n te r  w a itin g  th e ir  turn  on ly  to 
be to ld  w hen th ey  f in a lly  re a c h e d  th e  c o u n te r  th a t th ey  
m ight p la c e  an  o rd er and  i t  w ould  b e  f i l le d  w hen p o s s ib le .
T his m ovem ent is  p ro b ab ly  n o t ev en  y e t a t  i t s  h e ig h t . . . .
I t  i s  s t i l l  grow ing in  som e k ind  o f g eo m e trica l p ro g re s ­
s io n . . . .  I t  seem s q u ite  l ik e ly  th a t  befo re  the  m ovem ent 
h ad  re a c h e d  i ts  h e ig h t, before  th e  m arke t fo r rec e iv in g  
a p p a ra tu s  becom es ap p rox im ate ly  s a tu ra te d , th e re  w ill be 
a t  l e a s t  five  m illion  re c e iv in g  s e t s  in  th is  co u n try .
The trem endous in c re a s e  o f rad io  s ta t io n s  in  su c h  a  sh o rt sp a c e
o f tim e
. . . Brought i t s  problem s o f overcrow ding  th e  g re a tly  
lim ite d  b ro a d c a s t b an d s  th a t  h a d  been  a s s ig n e d  for the  
p u rp o se , and  in  February  1922, th e  f i r s t  o f a  s e r ie s  of 
in d u s try  c o n fe re n c e s  c a l le d  by th e  S e c re ta ry  of Com m erce 
m et. I ts  p u rp o se  w as to  try  to  w ork ou t som e m eans of 
c o n tro llin g  th e  rap id ly  w orsen ing  s i tu a tio n  by m eans of 
an  ag reem en t w orked  o u t by th e  m em bers o f th e  in d u s try  
i t s e l f . 16
l^A rcher, o p . c i t . . p . 217.
14H ead , o p . c i t . ,  p .  109.
15C lte d  in  A rcher, o p . c i t . ,  p .  241.
^ H o u s e  o f R e p re se n ta tiv e , R egu la tion  o f B ro a d c a s tin g . p .  4 .
The F irs t  Radio C o n fe re n c e , w h ich  m et in  W a sh in g to n , w as a tte n d e d  by
" re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f th e  rad io  in d u s try , m em bers of bo th  th e  H o u se  of
R e p re se n ta tiv e s  an d  th e  S e n a te , an d  p e rso n n e l from  v a rio u s  g o v e m -
17m en ta l a g e n c ie s  in te r e s te d  in  c o m m u n ica tio n . " I t  w as d e c id e d  th a t  
p r iv a te  e n te rp r is e  a lo n e  c o u ld  no t c o n tro l b ro a d c a s t in g . T h ere fo re , th e  
governm en t sh o u ld  a ssu m e  c o n tro l .  Thus two d e v e lo p m e n ts  o f th is  
fo rm ativ e  p e rio d  s h a p e d  th e  fu tu re  o f rad io  b ro a d c a s ts  in  th e  U n ited  
S ta te s .  F ir s t ,  th e  Radio Bill of 1912 p la c e d  th e  re g u la tio n  of w ire le s s  
in  th e  h a n d s  of th e  D ep artm en t of C om m erce , an d  th e  F irs t  Radio C o n ­
fe re n c e  m ee ting  in  W ash in g to n  in  1922 a s  ra d io  b ro a d c a s ts  w ere  em erg ing  
on  a  n a tio n a l s c o p e , rea ff irm e d  th e  b e l ie f  th a t  go v ern m en t c o n tro l w as 
n e c e s s a r y .  The s e c o n d  d ev e lo p m en t fo llo w ed  th e  en d  o f  W orld  W ar I 
w hen th e  governm en t r e l in q u is h e d  rad io  f a c i l i t i e s  to  p r iv a te  e n te rp r is e .  
T his a v e r te d  a  governm en t m onopoly of rad io  co m m u n ica tio n  a n d  le d  
d ire c tly  to  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f b ro a d c a s tin g  a s  an in d u s try  in  th e  U n ited  
S ta te s .
A fter KDKA b eg an  b ro a d c a s ts ,  m any rad io  s ta t io n s  o p en ed  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  U n ited  S ta te s .  Among th e s e  w as a  sm a ll s ta t io n  in  S h re v ep o rt, 
L o u is ia n a , w h ich  w as l ic e n s e d  by th e  D epartm en t o f  C om m erce In M ay , 
1922, u n d e r th e  c a l l  l e t t e r s  W AAG.1® T his s ta t io n ,  w h ich  rem a in e d  on
17Ib ld .
18Radio S e rv ice  B u lle tin  (W ash ing ton : U . S . G overnm ent P rin tin g  
O ff ic e , M ay , 1922), N o . 6 2 , p .  3 .
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th e  a ir  on ly  a  sh o rt tim e , w as so o n  re p la c e d  by a  la rg e r  one  w h ich  b e ­
cam e a  p e rm an en t s e rv ic e  to  th e  c i ty .  D iffe re n t o w n ers  du ring  th e  
y e a rs  1922 th rough  1925 w ere  W . E . A ntony, W . G . P a t te r s o n , a  fo u r-  
p a rty  p a r tn e rsh ip  of The S h rev ep o rt T im es-Y ouree H o te l-W . K. H e n d e rso n -  
W . G . P a t te r s o n , an d  f in a lly  W . K. H en d erso n  a lo n e .
THE ANTONY PERIOD: THE BEGINNING OF 
RADIO STATION KWKH
W illiam  E . A ntony , a  young  e n th u s ia s t  in  S h re v ep o rt, w as a  p io n e e r  
in  ra d io . Before v o ic e  c o u ld  be t ra n s m itte d  o v e r  th e  a ir  w a v e s , A ntony 
b u ilt  a  c o n tin u o u s  w ave  tra n s m itte r  an d  l i s te n e d  n ig h tly  to  th e  so u n d  
w av es  from  w ire le s s  s ta t io n s  b ro a d c a s tin g  from sh ip  an d  sh o re  lo c a t io n s .  
L is te n in g  to  one su c h  t r a n s m is s io n ,  he  h e a rd  fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e hum an 
v o ic e  com ing o v e r  th e  a i r  w a v e s . T his b ro a d c a s t  w as an  A m erican 
T elep h o n e  an d  T e leg rap h  C om pany  e x p e rim e n t in  b ro a d c a s tin g  v o ic e  o v e r
ra d io  te le p h o n e  from  a b o a rd  th e  sh ip  S . S . A m erica , w h ich  w as lo c a te d
20o ff C a p e  H a t ta r a s . T h is in i t ia l  e x p e r ie n c e  o f h e a rin g  s p e e c h  b ro a d c a s t  
a ro u s e d  A n to n y 's  d e s ire  to  know  more a b o u t su c h  t r a n s m is s io n s .  B ecau se  
o f h is  c u r io s i ty  a b o u t ra d io , Antony s e c u re d  a p o s i t io n  w ith  th e  A m erican  
Bell T e lep h o n e  C om pany  in  S h rev ep o rt in  1921 for tw o r e a s o n s .  F ir s t ,  he
R adio S e rv ice  B u lle tin  (W ash ing ton : U . S . G overnm ent P rin tin g  
O ff ic e , April 2, 1923), N o . 72 , p .  3 .
20W illiam  E. A ntony, P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , D ix ie , L o u is ia n a , Ju ly ,
1958.
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w ish e d  to  ea rn  a  liv in g ; s e c o n d ly , he  d e s ire d  to  le a rn  th e  te c h n iq u e s  of 
rad io  tra n s m iss io n  w hich  th is  com pany o ffe red  i t s  e m p lo y e e s . The 
te lep h o n e  com pany h ad  e x c lu s iv e  r ig h ts  to  m ake , to u s e ,  an d  to  s e l l  
b ro a d c a s tin g  tran sm ittin g  a p p a r a t u s . ^  As an  em p lo y ee , A ntony te s te d  
tra n sm itte rs  and  a m p lifie rs  a s  th ey  w ere d eve loped ; he  re a d  a v a ila b le  
p u b lic a tio n s  w hich  c o n ce rn ed  rad io  e n g in e e r in g . A lthough h e  w orked 
for th e  te lep h o n e  com pany u n til 1928, he  d id  no t lim it h is  e ffo rts  to  
th o se  of h is  em p lo y e rs . In  h is  free  tim e he ex p erim en ted  fo r h im se lf .
Of th e s e  y e a r s ,  Antony s a id ,  "I n e v e r a tte n d e d  any  sc h o o ls ;  I re a d  w hat 
I co u ld  fin d  on rad io  and  c o n d u c ted  e x p e rim e n ts .
22G le a so n  L . A rcher, o p . c i t . . p .  334 . See a ls o  G iraud  C h e s te r  
a n d  G am et R. G a rr iso n , an d  T e le v is io n . An In tro d u c tio n  (New
York: A p p le to n -C e n tu ry -C ro fts , I n c . ,  1950), p p . 20-21. D uring th e  
p e rio d  im m ed ia te ly  fo llow ing  W orld  W ar I s tro n g  c o m p e titio n  fo r p a te n ts  
e s s e n t ia l  to  the  grow th o f b ro a d c a s tin g  e x is te d  b e tw een  th e  B ritish  and  
A m erican m an u fa c tu re rs . A ccording to C h e s te r  an d  G a rr iso n , one of th e  
A m erican c o m p a n ie s , under th e  g e n e ra l g u id an c e  of Rear Adm iral W . H . 
G . B ullard , D irec to r o f N aval C om m unications for th e  U n ited  S ta te s  N avy 
during the  w ar, in i t ia te d  a  p la n  **. . . b y  w hich  a  new  com pany , c o n ­
tro lle d  e n tire ly  by A m erican c a p ita l  and  h o ld in g  m ajor rad io  p a te n ts , 
w ould  be o rg a n iz e d . The new  com pany , form ed in  1919, w as th e  Radio 
C o rp o ra tio n  of A m erica . RCA bough t a ll  th e  p a te n ts  an d  a s s e t s  of 
A m erican M arcon i an d  e n te re d  in to  c r o s s - l ic e n s in g  a g reem en ts  w ith  
G en era l E le c tr ic , W e s tin g h o u se , an d  W este rn  E le c tr ic , and  th u s  took  
a  com m anding p o s it io n  in  th e  A m erican rad io  f ie ld .
"T hese  ag reem en ts  gave  G en era l E le c tric  an d  W estin g h o u se  the  
e x c lu s iv e  rig h t to  m anufactu re  rad io  re c e iv in g  s e t s  and  RCA the  s o le  
r ig h t to  s e l l  the  s e t s .  A. T. & T . w as g ran te d  th e  e x c lu s iv e  rig h t to  
m ake , l e a s e ,  and  s e l l  b ro a d c a s t tra n s m itte rs , a  m onopoly o f w hich  th e  
te lep h o n e  com pany m ade much u se  in  th e  n ex t few  y e a rs  . . . , "
^ T h e  Antony In te rv iew , Ju ly , 1958.
In  M ay, 1922, Antony d e s ig n e d  and b u ilt  the  f i r s t  rad io  tra n sm itte r  
in  the  South a t  h is  hom e lo c a te d  a t  1513 L aurel S tre e t . 24 P ercy  and  S id  
Elliott, ow ners o f E llio tt E le c tr ic  C om pany , lo c a te d  on Spring S tre e t b e ­
tw een  T exas and  M ilam  S tre e ts , h e ld  th e  l ic e n s e  for th is  f i r s t  
Sh reveport s ta t io n ^ 5 w hich  co u ld  be s e e n  b u t, " it w as h a rd ly  p o s s ib le  
to  h e a r  th e  b ro a d c a s ts  from  th e  hom e o f W . E . Antony a t  1513 L aurel 
S tre e t in  th e  down tow n b u s in e s s  s e c t io n .  "2®
Antony w as ab le  to  c o n s tru c t  th is  tra n s m itte r  b e c a u se  he h ad  two 
vacuum  tu b e s  w ith  a pow er o f  five  w a tts  e a c h , w h ich  h ad  been  i s s u e d  for 
in s ta l la t io n  in  a  te lep h o n e  re p e a te r  in  L ake C h a r le s ,  L o u is ia n a . B ecause  
th e  tow n a t th a t  tim e w as no t la rg e  enough  to  n e e d  th e  tu b e s ,  th e y  w ere  
n o t in s ta l le d .  Antony m ade u se  o f them  in  h is  tra n sm ittin g  s t a t i o n .27 
T his new  Radio S ta tio n  WAAG, o p e ra tin g  on te n  w a tts  pow er w ith
a  w ave le n g th  of 300 m e te rs , w as one of the  one hundred  an d  fo u rteen
28b ro a d c a s tin g  s ta t io n s  w h ich  a ttem p ted  to  f i l l  th e  n ig h t w ith  m u s in .
S ince  b ro a d c a s t re c e p tio n  w as m uch b e tte r  a t  n ig h t th a n  in  th e  d ay tim e ,
24shreveport T im es. June 28, 1935.
JC
Radio S e rv ice  B u lle tin  (W ash ing ton : U . S . G overnm ent P rin tin g  
O ffice , M ay 1, 1922), N o. 6 2 , p .  3 .
26shreveport T im es. June 28, 1935.
27W illiam  E. A ntony, P e rso n a l In te rv iew , D ix ie , L o u is ia n a , M arch  27,
1959.
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WAAG b ro a d c a s t a t n ig h t. To su p p ly  the  m usic Antony p la y e d  rec o rd s
on a phonograph p la c e d  n e a r  the  m icrophone; to  a c h ie v e  v a rie ty  he read
th e  new s d ire c tly  from n e w sp a p e rs  o r ta lk e d  ab o u t the  w e a th e r . Even
though S hreveport c i t iz e n s  c o u ld  h ard ly  h e a r  th e s e  b ro a d c a s ts ,  Antony
co n tin u e d  them  u n til the  D epartm ent o f C om m erce en fo rc ed  an  o ld  ru le
w hich  s ta te d  th a t  H. . . a l l  s ta t io n s  m ust have  a  f i r s t  c la s s  com m ercial 
29o p e ra to r . M L acking  th is  o p e ra to r , Radio S ta tio n  WAAG w en t o u t of 
e x is te n c e .
THE W . G . PATTERSON PERIOD
A ccording to  A ntony, S h reveport w as n o t long  w ith o u t a  rad io  s ta t io n ,  
b e c a u se  a f te r  th e  D epartm ent o f C om m erce c lo s e d  s ta t io n  WAAG, he w ent 
to  New O rle a n s , s e c u re d  a  f i r s t  c la s s  te lep h o n e  o p e ra to r  l ic e n s e ,  and  
resu m ed  b ro a d c a s tin g  in  h is  h o m e .^  E ach n ig h t he  w en t on th e  a ir ,  bu t 
in  the  day tim e he  w orked  for th e  te lep h o n e  com pany . In 1923 an o th e r 
b u s in e ssm a n  in  S h reveport becam e in te re s te d  in  b ro a d c a s tin g . This m an, 
W illiam  G le e v e s  P a tte rso n , o p en ed  a  r e ta i l  shop  in  w hich  he s o ld  rad io
For i ts  a u th o rity  th e  D epartm ent of C om m erce h ad  gone to  the  
W ire le s s  Ship Act of 1910 a s  r e v is e d  in  1912, w h ich  req u ire d  ev ery  
rad io  o p e ra to r to  h o ld  a  l i c e n s e .
^ A n to n y  e x p la in e d  th a t  th e  req u irem en t for secu rin g  a  f i r s t  c la s s
te lep h o n e  o p e ra to r 's  l ic e n s e  w as th a t  one  m ust p a s s  a  t e s t .  Antony 
s tu d ie d  for the  t e s t  and  p a s s e d  i t .
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31re c e iv in g  s e t s  and  c ry s ta l  s e t s  to  be a s s e m b le d  a t  h o m e. T his s to re  
w as lo c a te d  in  th e  B lanchard  A partm ents b e tw ee n  L o u is ia n a  a n d  C o tto n
S t r e e ts .  P robab ly  b e c a u te  he  w ish e d  to  s tim u la te  s a l e s ,  P a tte r s o n  p u r-
3 2c h a s e d  a  rad io  s ta t io n  fo r $ 7 5 0 .0 0 . Then he w en t to  W a sh in g to n  and  
s e c u re d  a  l ic e n s e  fo r a  100 w a tt  s ta t io n  w h ich  w as a s s ig n e d  th e  c a l l  
l e t t e r s  WGA/Q.33 P a tte r s o n  p u rc h a se d  tw o 5 0 -w a tt  vacuum  tu b e s  from 
th e  R adio C o rp o ra tio n  o f A m erica . U sin g  th e s e  two tu b e s ,  A ntony b u ilt  
a  n ew  tra n s m itte r  an d  c o n tin u e d  b ro a d c a s tin g  from  s tu d io s  in  h is  h o m e . 
P a tte rso n  e re c te d  th e  a n te n n a  on  th e  roo f o f th e  Y ouree H o te l .3 ^
The new  ow ner m a in ta in e d  Radio S ta tio n  WGAQ w ith  i t s  100 w a tt 
pow er to  fu rn ish  p rogram s fo r th e  p e rso n s  who p u rc h a se d  ra d io  re c e iv in g  
s e t s  from  h is  s to r e .  O ne h o u r e a c h  n ig h t Antony b ro a d c a s t  p rogram s 
s im ila r  to  th o se  of th e  e a r l ie r  s ta t io n  WAAG. H e p la y e d  re c o rd s  on  a 
phonog raph  p la c e d  n e a r  a  m ic ro p h o n e , in te r s p e r s e d  th e  m u sic  w ith  h is  
re a d in g  of th e  lo c a l  n e w s p a p e rs , a n d  re p o rte d  on  th e  c u rre n t w e a th e r .
31W illiam  G le e v e s  P a t te r s o n , a  n a tiv e  of M a n s f ie ld , L o u is ia n a , 
w as one  of th e  in c o rp o ra to rs  o f th e  G lenw ood  R adio C o rp o ra tio n , I n c . , 
d o m o c iled  a t  S h re v ep o rt, L o u is ia n a , w h ich  f i le d  c h a r te r  in  th e  O ffice  
o f th e  S e c re ta ry  o f S ta te ,  Baton R ouge, on M ay 8, 1922 . In co rp o ra to rs  
n am ed  in  th e  a r t i c le s  w ere  W . G . P a t te r s o n , G . G . P a t te r s o n , a n d  J .
W . G ill  m an, a l l  o f S h re v e p o rt.
32The A ntony In te rv ie w  of 1958 .
33Radio S e rv ice  B u lle tin  (W ash ing ton : U . S . G overnm ent P rin tin g  
O ff ic e , A pril 2, 1923), N o . 72 , p . 3 .
34The A ntony In te rv ie w  of 1958.
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He c o n d u c te d  " re q u e s t  p ro g ram s"  du ring  w h ic h  h e  p la y e d  re c o rd s  th a t  
P a t te r s o n 's  c u s to m e rs  r e q u e s te d .  For a d d e d  c u s to m e r  c o n v e n ie n c e  he 
p la c e d  re c e iv in g  s e t s  in  m u s ic  s to r e s  in  S h re v e p o rt a n d  b ro a d c a s t  
re c o rd s  fo r sh o p p e rs  to  h e a r .  In  re tu rn  for th e s e  s e r v ic e s ,  th e  m u sic  
s to r e s  d o n a te d  th e  re c o rd s  u s e d .  P rogram m ing  o f  lo c a l  ta le n t  b e g a n  
on  th is  s ta t io n  w hen  A ntony in v i te d  a  y o u n g  g ir l w ho l iv e d  in  th e  n e ig h ­
b o rh o o d  to  p la y  th e  p ia n o .  A lso , tw o o r th re e  p e rs o n s  w ho sa n g  to -
3 5g e th e r  cam e  to  th e  s ta t io n  an d  p e rfo rm ed .
A lthough  th is  r a d io  s ta t io n  e n a b le d  him  to  s e l l  th o u s a n d s  o f r e ­
c e iv in g  s e t s ,  i t  m ay be  a s s u m e d  th a t  P a t te r s o n  e x p e r ie n c e d  f in a n c ia l
d i f f ic u l t ie s  w ith in  a  y e a r  a f te r  th e  p u r c h a s e .  W ith in  th a t  p e r io d  h e  m ade
36a tte m p ts  to  e n l i s t  th e  f in a n c ia l  a id  o f p ro m in en t p e rs o n s  in  S h re v e p o rt,
one  o f whom  w a s  W illia m  K ennon H e n d e rs o n , J r . , s o le  o w n er o f W . K.
H e n d e rso n  Iro n  W orks a n d  S u p p ly  C o m p an y , lo c a te d  a t  C a d d o  a n d  Spring
S t r e e t s .  In  h is  d e te rm in a tio n  to  p ro v e  to  H e n d e rso n  th e  w orth  of ra d io ,
P a t te r s o n  p e rs u a d e d  H e n d e rso n  to  w rite  a  l e t t e r  w h ic h  A ntony re a d  o v e r
th e  a i r .  B e c a u se  o f th e  s t a t i c  in te r f e re n c e ,  th e  v o ic e  w a s  in d is t i n c t .
Some y e a r s  l a t e r  H e n d e rso n  w ro te  o f th e  e x p e r ie n c e :
He (P a tte rso n ) p la c e d  som e k in d  o f a  l i t t l e  c a b in e t  
w ith  d ia l s  on i t  o n  my d e s k  a n d  he  in te n d e d  to  ta k e  th is  
l e t t e r  a n d  go to  som e d is ta n t  p a r t  o f tow n  a n d  re a d  th is  
l e t t e r  to  m e . He w en t o u t o f th e  o f f ic e  to  th e  e d g e  o f
35Ib id .
3^ S h re v ep o rt T im e s . June 26, 1935.
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tow n  a n d  I w a s  a t  w ork  a t  my d e s k  a n d  th e  f i r s t  th in g  I knew  
I h e a rd  a  f ry in g , w h irr in g , b u z z in g  n o is e  a n d  th e n  a  fa in t  
so u n d  o r tw o — hum an  v o ic e .  All in  a l l  i t  w as  n o t  a  s u c c e s s . ^
D e s p ite  h is  fa i lu re  to  s e l l  H e n d e rso n  a t  th a t  t im e , P a t te r s o n  p e r s i s t e d  in
h is  a tte m p t to  a c q u ire  f in a n c ia l  su p p o rt fo r th e  s t a t i o n .
THE PARTNERSHIP:
HENDERSON-SHREVEPORT TIMES-YOUREE HOTEL-PATTERSON
H e n d e rso n  d e v e lo p e d  a n  in te r e s t  in  ra d io  a f te r  an  e le c t r i c ia n  in ­
s t a l l e d  a  re c e iv in g  s e t  in  h is  c o u n try  hom e a t  K ennonw ood, e ig h te e n  m ile s  
n o rth  o f S h re v e p o r t. T his s e t  e n a b le d  h im  to  h e a r  c le a r ly  ra d io  s ta t io n s  in  
C h ic a g o  an d  P i t ts b u rg h . H e h a d  c o n s t r u c te d  an  a m p lif ie r  w h ic h  e lim in a te d  
th e  n e e d  fo r h e a d p h o n e s . T hen h e  r e la y e d  h is  fa v o r ite  p ro g ram s by  t e l e ­
p h o n e  to  h is  f r i e n d s ’ h o m es in  S h re v e p o r t. In  th is  m an n er h e  in te r e s te d
38h u n d re d s  o f S h re v e p o rts  in  th e  n ew  m edium  o f c o m m u n ic a tio n .
At th is  tim e  H e n d e rso n  w as a b o u t fo r ty - tw o  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  H e w as 
a  c iv ic  m in d ed  b u s in e s s m a n , s e rv in g  a s  v ic e - p r e s id e n t  o f th e  S h re v ep o rt 
C h a m b e r o f C o m m e rc e . W hen  h e  w a s  a  yo u n g  m an he  h a d  w o rk ed  a s  an  
a p p re n tic e  in  h is  f a th e r 's  iro n  foundry  a n d  le a r n e d  th e  v a r io u s  p h a s e s  o f  
th e  b u s in e s s  w h ich  in c lu d e d  se rv in g  a s  m e c h a n ic , e le c t r i c i a n ,  p r in te r ,  
a n d  s a le s m a n .  In  1909 h e  o rg a n iz e d  a g a ra g e  w h ich  h e  o p e ra te d  for
q 7
W . K. H e n d e rs o n . The S to ry  o f  KWKH (S h re v e p o rt. L o u is ia n a : 
M im eo g rap h ed  m a n u s c r ip t,  u n d a te d , in  th e  P r iv a te  L ib ra ry  o f W . E .
A n tony , D ix ie , L o u is ia n a ) , P a r t i ,  p .  1 .
38I b ld . . p.  6
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e ig h t  y e a r s .
In  th e  l a s t  y e a r  o f h is  a c t iv i ty  in  th i s  l in e ,  h e  d id  a  
g ro s s  b u s in e s s  o f m ore th a n  a  m illio n  a n d  w a s  c re d i te d  
by  "The H o r s e le s s  A ge , N a  m o to r m a g a z in e , o w n in g  
a n d  o p e ra t in g  th e  l a r g e s t  g a ra g e  in  th e  w o rld .
In  S e p te m b e r , 1918 , a f te r  th e  d e a th  o f h is  f a th e r ,  H e n d e rso n  a c q u ire d
p o s s e s s io n  o f  h is  f a th e r 's  fo u n d ry . U nder th e  o w n e rsh ip  o f th e  y o u n g e r
m an th e  b u s in e s s  c o n tin u e d  to  p ro s p e r  a n d  e x p a n d .
In  1923 w h en  P a t te r s o n  f i r s t  a p p ro a c h e d  h im  w ith  a  p ro p o s i t io n  to
p u rc h a s e  a n  i n te r e s t  in  th e  ra d io  s ta t io n ,  H e n d e rso n  d id  n o t th in k  th a t
th e  v e n tu re  w o u ld  be  a  s u c c e s s .  L a te r , w h en  h e  w a s  c o n v in c e d  th a t
b ro a d c a s ts  c o u ld  be c a r r ie d  lo n g  d i s t a n c e s ,  h e  w a s  e a g e r  to  p u rc h a s e
a n  in te r e s t  in  R adio S ta tio n  WGAQ, a lth o u g h  he  s t i l l  c o u ld  n o t h e a r
A n to n y 's  b ro a d c a s ts  c le a r ly .  C o n s e q u e n tly ,  h e  c a l le d  a  c o n fe re n c e
w ith  Jo h n  D . E w ing , a s s o c i a t e  e d i to r  o f th e  S h re v e p o rt T im e s , a n d  Sam
W e in e r  a n d  Ja c k  T u llo s , o w n e rs  o f th e  Y ouree H o te l ,  to  d i s c u s s  th e
p o s s ib i l i t i e s  fo r th e  p u rc h a s e  o f th e  ra d io  s t a t i o n .  As a n  o u tco m e  o f
th is  m ee tin g  th e  o w n e rs  o f th e  T im e s , th e  o w n e rs  o f  th e  Y ouree  H o te l,
a n d  H e n d e rso n  e a c h  p u rc h a s e d  o n e -fo u r th  in te r e s t  in  W GAQ. P a t te r s o n
r e ta in e d  o n e - fo u r th  in te r e s t  fo r  h im s e lf .  The t r a n s a c t io n  r e l ie v e d
39
M arg ery  L and  M a y . H e llo  W o rld  H e n d e rs o n . The M an  B ehind  
th e  M ike  (S h re v ep o rt, L o u is ia n a :  P re s s  o f  th e  L in d sa y  C o m p a n y , 1930), 
p .  3 8 .
4QI b l d . . p .  4 1 .
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P a tte r s o n  o f h is  f in a n c ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .41 A ccord ing  to  A n to n y , th e
p u rc h a s e  p r ic e  w a s  $2 , 5 0 0 .0 0 .
John  D . Ew ing a n d  W . K. H e n d e rso n  w ere  tw o  m en am ong th e  n e w
p a r tn e r s  w h o se  n a m e s  w ere  to  becom e fa m ilia r  am ong b r o a d c a s t e r s .
E w ing , so n  o f C o lo n e l  R obert Ew ing w ho w a s  o w n er a n d  p u b l is h e r  o f
th e  S h re v ep o rt T im e s , w o rk ed  w ith  h is  f a th e r  a s  a s s o c i a t e  p u b l is h e r  o f
th e  n e w s p a p e r .  H e h a d  e n te re d  V irg in ia  M ilita ry  I n s t i tu te  a t  th e  a g e  o f
s ix te e n  a n d  h a d  g ra d u a te d  w ith  a  d e g re e  in  c h e m is try  in  1 9 1 3 . From
1913 u n til  1915 Ew ing h a d  s e rv e d  a s  c i r c u la t io n  m a n a g e r o f h is  f a th e r 's
n e w s p a p e r  in  N ew  O r le a n s ,  th e  N ew  O rle a n s  S t a t e s . In  1915 h e  m oved
to  S h re v ep o rt to  a s su m e  h is  p o s i t io n  w ith  th e  S h re v e p o rt T im e s . D uring
W orld  W ar I h e  s e rv e d  a s  C a p ta in  w ith  th e  T h ir ty - s e c o n d  (Red Arrow)
Army D iv is io n  in  F ra n c e . In  1918 h e  w a s  a w a rd e d  th e  C ro ix  de G u e rre
w ith  S ta r .  In  1921 h e  w as e le c te d  S ta te  C o m m an d er o f th e  L o u is ia n a
42D e p artm en t of th e  A m erican  L e g io n . E w in g 's  in te r e s t  in  ra d io  d id  n o t 
e v o lv e  s u d d e n ly . H e h a d  e n jo y e d  th e  n e w  m edium  from  th e  b e g in n in g  
o f  c o m m erc ia l b r o a d c a s t s ,  h a v in g  b e e n  a n  e n th u s ia s t  w ho w ore  e a r
43p h o n e s  u n til  l a t e  a t  n ig h t try in g  to  p ic k  up so u n d s  from  th e  a i r  w a v e s .
In  1924 th e  r a d io  s ta t io n  w h ic h  h a d  a c q u ire d  n e w  o w n e rs  w as
K. H e n d e rs o n , o p . c i t . . p .  3 .
4 ^W h o 's  W ho in  A m erica , A B io g rap h ica l D ic tio n a ry  o f  N o ta b le  
L iv ing  M en  an d  W om en (C h ica g o : The A . N . M a rq u is  C o . ,  1 9 44 -1945 ) 
XXIII, 6 4 5 .
43 KWKH 25TH A n n iv e rsa ry  S o u v e n ir , (S h re v ep o rt, L o u is ia n a :  R adio  
S ta tio n  KWKH, 19 5 0 ), p .  1 .
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re lic e n s e d  and  began op era tio n  w ith 250 w a tts  of pow er on a frequency
44
of 1140 k i lo c y c le s .  The s ta tio n  s ta f f  in c lu d ed  W ard D e lan ey , b u s in e ss  
m anager; W illiam  A ntony, c h ie f  eng ineer; and  Paul Goodw in and Owen 
Crum p, a n n o u n c e rs . 4^ The s tu d io  w as m oved from A ntony 's home to the  
Youree H otel w here reg u la r program s w ere b ro a d c a s t. A lthough th e s e  
program s co n tin u ed  to  u se  phonograph re c o rd s , th e re  w ere many liv e  
perfo rm ances by lo c a l g ro u p s. For exam p le , on M onday n ig h t,
S eptem ber 29, 1924, the  Shreveport C ham ber of Com m erce b ro a d c a s t a 
m usica l program  from th e  H otel Youree roof g a rd en . S evera l hundred  
p eop le  w ere p re se n t a s  g u e s ts  of the  h o te l m anagem ent.
This program , w hich w as a rranged  by W . J . Arkwell an d  Jam es A. 
M cC ann, c o n s is te d  of v o ca l and  in stru m en ta l m usic and a b rie f ta lk  by 
the  C en ten a ry  C o lle g e  fo o tb a ll c o a c h , A lvin N ugent ''Bo" M cM illan .
The c o ac h  d is c u s s e d  the  c o lle g e  fo o tb a ll sch ed u le  and the  te a m 's  
c h a n c e s  for w inning the v a rio u s g am es. The m usic num bers on the 
program  in c lu d ed  a v io lin  q u a rte t com posed  of A zile Sw ann, M axine 
W illiam s , Jane N orton, and  M ariam  S hum ate , accom pan ied  by Inez 
F u m iss ; a  v o ca l tr io  com posed  of M rs. W anda C o x , Edythe C row der, and 
N ina G ene S helby , accom pan ied  by M rs. G race  A. Newman; a sop rano  so lo  
by M rs . A llen D ick in so n , accom pan ied  by M rs. Newman; a so lo  by
^ R a d io  Serv ice  B ulletin  (W ashington: U nited  S ta te s  G overnm ent 
P rin ting  O ffice , Novem ber 1, 1924), N o. 91, p . 10.
45Stedm an G unning, P ersona l In te rv iew , M arch 27, 1959.
Ju lie  G race  H ard i, a cco m p an ied  by M rs . Newman; a tr io  co m p o sed  of 
E dythe C row der, W . J . Ark we 11 and W . E . M cC ord , a cco m p an ied  by 
M rs . Newman; a so lo  by M rs . M . J . D oo ley , M rs . N ew m an, acco m ­
p a n is t;  a  q u a rte t w ith  M is s e s  C row der and  S helby  and A rkw ell and  
M cC ord , w ith  M rs . N ew m an, acc o m p a n is t; a  so lo  by M rs . C . M . H ung, 
a c c o m p a n is t , M rs . Newman; a  v io lin  o b lig a to  by J . A. M cC ann; a  
rea d in g  by W ilm a L yons; a  so lo  by M rs . W anda C o x , a c c o m p a n is t ,
M rs . Newman; and  a  d u e t com posed  of W . J . A rkw ell and  W . E . M cC ord .
W hen S ta tio n  WGAQ f i r s t  b eg an  b ro a d c a s ts  o f lo c a l  ta le n t  p ro ­
g ram s, l i s te n e r s  re sp o n d e d  w ith  e n th u s ia sm , acco rd in g  to  W . K. 
H e n d e rso n 's  u n p u b lish e d  m a n u sc rip t. H ow ever, a s  th ey  a cc u s to m e d  
th e m se lv e s  to  th e  l iv e  program m ing, th ey  co m p la in ed  of in te rfe re n c e  
w ith  the  re c e p tio n  o f more d is ta n t  s t a t io n s .  C it iz e n s  a ls o  co m p la in ed  
th a t  WGAQ fa ile d  to  p rov ide  b ro a d c a s ts  o f a q u a lity  co m p arab le  to  th o se  
o f s ta tio n s  lo c a te d  in  la rg e r  c i t i e s .  F in a lly , H en d erso n  c a l le d  h is  
p a rtn e rs  in to  a c o n fe re n c e . He e x p la in e d  to  them  th a t  in  o rd er to  d e a l 
e f fe c tiv e ly  w ith  th e  co m p la in ts  and  to  perm it S h rev ep o rte rs  to  s e le c t  
o th e r  s ta t io n s  on  th e ir  d ia l s ,  th e  s ta t io n  m ust be  m oved aw ay from the  
c i ty ,  an d  m any im provem ents m ade . M oving th e  s ta t io n  w ould  e lim in a te  
th e  in te rfe re n c e  o f c ity  n o i s e s . Im provem ents w h ich  w ould  In c lu d e  th e  
c o n s tru c tio n  of te le p h o n e  and h igh  pow ered  l in e s  w ould  n e c e s s a r i ly
^ S h re v e p o r t  (Shreveport; The C ham ber o f C om m erce , O c to b e r, 
1924), p p . 1 2 -1 3 .
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in v o lv e  the  e x p en d itu re  of la rg e  sum s of m oney . Then H enderson  o ffered
to  p u rc h a se  a ll  in te r e s t  in  th e  c o rp o ra tio n  o r to s e l l  h is  s h a re .  H is  o ffe r
w as to  s e l l  h is  p a rt for $25 0 .0 0  l e s s  th an  he h ad  p a id  fo r i t  o r to  buy
th e  o th e r  sh a re s  fo r $2 5 0 .0 0  more th an  h ad  b een  p a id  for them . H is
p a rtn e rs  a g re ed  to  s e l l .  W hen th e  n e g o tia tio n s  e n d e d , H en d erso n
ow ned th re e - fo u r th s  in te re s t  in  WGAQ, w h ile  P a tte rso n  re ta in e d  h is
47
o n e -fo u rth  s h a re . Antony r e c a l ls  th e  d a te  a s  O c to b er, 1924.
W . K. HENDERSON'S BEGINNING
W hen H enderson  a cq u ired  th e  c o n tro llin g  in te re s t  in  th e  rad io  
s ta t io n ,  he  p ro ce ed e d  w ith  h is  p la n s  to  im prove b ro a d c a s t c o n d it io n s . 
He m oved the  pow er p la n t and  g e n e ra to r  to  h is  co u n try  hom e a t  K ennon- 
w ood, no rth  of S h rev ep o rt. In  th e  S h reveport m agazine  fo r M ay , 1925, 
a n  a r t ic le  to ld  of H e n d e rso n 's  p la n s  fo r Radio S ta tio n  WGAQ.
M r. H en d erso n  h a s  v o ic e d  h is  in te n tio n  of fu rn ish in g  
S hreveport w ith  one of th e  m ost pow erfu l rad io  s ta t io n s  in  
th is  c o u n try . The la rg e  tra n sm ittin g  p la n t w ill be lo c a te d  
a t  K ennonw ood, th e  co u n try  e s ta te  o f M r. H en d erso n  ab o u t 
18 m ile s  from S h re v ep o rt. The o p e ra tin g  room an d  c o n tro ls  
w ill be lo c a te d  a t th e  Youree H o te l a s  a t p re s e n t .  A b e a u ­
t ifu lly  a p p o in ted  so u n d -p ro o f s tu d io  i s  be ing  c o n s tru c te d  
on  th e  s e c o n d  flo o r of th e  h o te l ,  w h ich  w ill In c re a se  th e  
to n e s  o f m o d u la tio n .
S tep s h av e  a lre a d y  b een  ta k e n  to  in c re a s e  th e  pow er o f _  _  
th e  s ta tio n  to  500 w a t ts ,  and  a l l  n e c e s s a ry  m a te r ia ls  h a s  / s i c /  
b een  o rd e red  to  m ake th is  in c re a s e  e f fe c tiv e  w ith in  th e  n e x t 
30 d a y s .  I t  i s  p la n n e d  fu rth e r to  in c re a s e  th e  pow er o f the  
s ta t io n  to  1000 w a tts  by th e  m iddle of the  sum m er.
47W . K. H en d erso n , o p . c i t . , p .  5 .
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It is  th o u g h t th a t by hav ing  th e  s ta tio n  i t s e l f  a t 
K ennonw ood, the  in c re a s e  in  pow er w ill n o t a ffe c t lo c a l  
l i s te n e r s  a s  m uch a s  if  i t  w as lo c a te d  here .^®
A ccording to  G unning , a  s ta tio n  e n g in e e r-a n n o u n c e r , sp o rts  new s 
w as ad d ed  to  th e  s ta tio n  program m ing a t  th is  t im e . A te le g ra p h  in s t ru ­
m ent w h ich  tra n sm itte d  b a ll gam es an d  o th e r  sp o rts  e v e n ts  w as in s ta l le d  . 
B ro ad casts  of sp o r ts  e v e n ts  w ere  tra n sm itte d  by te le ty p e  to  WGAQ and  to  
o th e r  s ta tio n s  e q u ip p e d  for th is  s e rv ic e .  At WGAQ th e  an n o u n ce rs  took  
th e  p ro g re ss  of gam es d ire c tly  from th e  te le ty p e  m achine and  re a d  it  
o v e r the  a i r .  A lthough l is te n e r s  h e a rd  th e  m achine in  th e  b ack g ro u n d ,
th ey  w ere  ab le  to  fo llow  the  p ro g re ss  o f m any d iffe re n t sp o r ts  e v e n ts
49o rig in a tin g  a t  d iffe ren t p la c e s  th roughou t the  U nited  S ta te s .  An in s e r t  
in  th e  co lum ns of the  C ham ber of C om m erce p u b lic a tio n  S h revepo rt in d i­
c a te d  th e  beg inn ing  of a  d a ily  sp o r ts  new s s e rv ic e  by the  s ta t io n .  
"B eginning a t  6:45 T uesday  a fte rn o o n  the  r e s u l ts  o f th e  A m erican ,
N a tio n a l and  T exas L eague b a s e b a ll  gam es w ill be b ro a d c a s t d a ily  
u n til fu rth er n o t ic e .  m5°
F a c il i t ie s  fo r th e  s ta tio n  w ere  im proved . The a n te n n a  to w ers  w ere 
lo c a te d  on top o f the  Y ouree H o te l . They e x te n d e d  86 fe e t  above the  
m ain roof and  h ad  w ires  of f la t - to p  c o n s tru c tio n  c o u n te rp o ise  sw ung 
b e lo w . A lthough th e  s te e l  a n te n n a  to w ers  w ere  s e lf - s u p p o r tin g , th ey
^ ® Shreveport (Shreveport: The C ham ber of C om m erce , M ay 25, 1925),
p .  32 .
^®The G unning In te rv iew  of 1959.
^ S h r e v e p o r t , p .  32.
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w ere  g u y ed  w ith  o n e -q u a r te r  in c h  s te e l  c a b le s  w ith  tu rn  b u c k le s  for 
fu rth e r s e c u r i ty .
In  Ju n e , 1925, H e n d e rso n  c h a n g e d  th e  c a l l  l e t t e r s  from  WGAQ to  
52KWKH. He e x p la in e d  th a t  th e  new  c a l l  l e t t e r s  m ean t W . K. H e n d e rs o n 's  
s ta t io n  lo c a te d  a t  K ennonw ood. W hen he  d is c o v e re d  th a t  a  sm a ll r a i l -  
ro a d -o w n e d  s ta t io n  in  G eo rg ia  h a d  th o s e  c a l l  l e t t e r s ,  h e  w en t to  th e  
o f f ic ia ls  a n d  e x p la in e d  to  them  th e  s e n tim e n ta l re a s o n s  w hy he  d e s ir e d  
to  r e ta in  th e  le t t e r s  KWKH for h im s e lf .  As an  o u tco m e , th e  G eo rg ia  
s ta t io n  p e rm itte d  H e n d e rso n  to  u s e  th e  c a l l  l e t t e r s . ^
The s ta t io n  w ith  i t s  new  eq u ip m en t and  a d d e d  pow er b ro a d c a s t  
from s tu d io s  lo c a te d  in  S h rev ep o rt and  w ith  p o w er g e n e ra te d  a t  Kennon­
w o o d . A ccord ing  to  A ntony , w hen  th e  s ta t io n  u s e d  th e  500 w a tts  pow er 
a l lo t te d  by th e  D ep artm en t of C om m erce , i t  c o n tin u e d  to  e x p e r ie n c e  po o r 
re c e p tio n  due to  g round  w ave in te r f e re n c e . T his in te r fe re n c e  w as su c h  
th a t  S h re v ep o rte rs  w ere  u n a b le  to  h e a r  KWKH o r any  o th e r  s t a t io n .  
H en d erso n  th e n  re s o r te d  to  o th e r  m eans to  c le a r  th e  s i tu a t io n .  I t  
a p p e a rs  th a t  so m e tim es du rin g  the  sum m er h e  m oved th e  b ro a d c a s tin g  
s tu d io s  to  K ennonw ood b e c a u s e ,  MO n S ep tem b er 25, 19 25, KWKH b e g a n  
o p e ra tio n  w ith  t ra n s m itte r  an d  s tu d io s  lo c a te d  a t  K ennonw ood. . . . "54
^ S h r e v e p o r t ,  p .  25.
5 2Radio S e rv ice  B u lle tin  (W ash ing ton ; U . S . G overnm en t P rin tin g  
O ff ic e , Ju n e , 1925), N o . 9 6 , p .  7 .
•̂ S h re v e p o r t  T im e s , June 28, 1935.
5 4KWKH 25th A n n iv e rsa ry  S o u v e n ir , p .  4 .
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T h is w ou ld  In d ic a te  th a t  H en d erso n  m oved th e  s tu d io s  b e tw ee n  M ay and  
S e p tem b er. S ep tem b er 25, 19 25, Is  c o n s id e re d  th e  d a te  o f o rig in  o f 
Radio S ta tio n  KWKH.
SUMMARY
In S h re v ep o rt, L o u is ia n a , W illia m  E . A ntony, a  young  m an w ith  
a m b itio n s  to  becom e a ra d io  e n g in e e r  c o n s tru c te d  a  ra d io  s ta t io n  for 
th e  E llio tt  E le c tr ic  C om pany  during  th e  e a r ly  m on ths o f 19 22 . B e ca u se  
th e  l ic e n s e e  f a i le d  to  h a v e  a l ic e n s e d  ra d io  o p e ra to r , th e  D ep artm en t o f 
C om m erce c lo s e d  th e  s ta t io n  l a t e r  th a t  y e a r .  To rem edy  th is  o v e rs ig h t  
in  h is  q u a l i f ic a t io n s ,  Antony s u c c e s s f u l ly  p a s s e d  th e  t e s t  fo r  ra d io  
o p e ra to r s ,  s e c u re d  a  l ic e n s e ,  an d  re su m ed  b ro a d c a s ts  from  th e  sam e 
s ta t io n ,  In  A pril th e  n e x t y e a r  W . G . P a tte r s o n  o p e n e d  a  r e ta i l  s to re  
s e l l in g  ra d io  r e c e iv e r  s e t s . H e s e c u re d  a  l ic e n s e  fo r an  e n la rg e d  rad io  
s ta t io n  u n d e r th e  c a l l  l e t t e r s  o f WGAQ a n d  e n l i s te d  A n to n y 's  s e rv ic e s  in  
o p e ra tin g  h is  s ta t io n .  T his d e a le r  a p p e a le d  to  o th e r  b u s in e s s  m en fo r 
su p p o r t . F in a n c ia l  a id  w as o b ta in e d  w hen  W . K. H e n d e rso n , John D . 
E w ing, Jack  T u llo s , an d  Sam  W ein e r p u rc h a se d  in te r e s t s  in  th e  c o rp o ra ­
t io n .  W hen  th e  s ta t io n  e x p e r ie n c e d  re c e p tio n  d i f f ic u l t i e s ,  H en d erso n  
v o lu n te e re d  to  p u rc h a se  th e  s h a re s  o f th e  o th e r  p a r t ie s  in  th e  p a r tn e r s h ip . 
H is o ffe r  w as a c c e p te d  an d  th e  p u rc h a se  w a s  c o m p le te d . The n ew  o w n er 
m oved th e  ra d io  s ta t io n  to  K ennonw ood an d  c h a n g e d  th e  c a l l  l e t t e r s  to  
KWKH in  Ju n e , 1925. D uring th is  p e rio d  from 1922 th rough  1925 p rog ram ­
m ing b e g a n  w ith  re c o rd e d  m u sic  an d  l iv e  n ew s an d  w e a th e r  r e p o r ts ,  l a t e r
added  o c c a s io n a l l iv e  b ro a d c a s ts  by lo c a l  m u s ic ia n s , and  a t  th e  c lo s e  
o f the  p e rio d  w as c o n tin u in g  e v en in g  program s of rec o rd ed  an d  l iv e  
m usic  and  sp o rts  new s by m eans of a s p e c ia l  w ire  s e rv ic e .
CHAPTER III
THE PERIOD OF W . K. HENDERSON, 1925-1933
A fter W . K. H e n d e rso n  m oved h is  t ra n s m it te r  to  K ennonw ood e a r ly  
in  1925 a n d  in s t a l l e d  s p e c ia l  h ig h  p o w er l in e s  to  c o n n e c t  w ith  th e  s tu d io s  
lo c a te d  a t  th e  Y ouree H o te l,  l i s te n e r s  c o n tin u e d  h a v in g  d if f ic u lty  r e ­
c e iv in g  KWKH p ro g ra m s. W ith  in c re a s e d  pow er from  250 to  500 w a tts  
g ra n te d  by th e  D ep artm en t o f C om m erce^  re c e p tio n  d id  n o t im prove b e ­
c a u s e  o f g round  in te r fe re n c e , an  e n g in e e r in g  p ro b lem .
H en d erso n  b e g an  im m e d ia te ly  to  se a rc h  fo r th e  s o lu t io n .  H e knew  
th a t  th e  C h ic a g o  ra d io  s ta t io n s  w ere  pow erfu l b e c a u s e  h e  a n d  o th e r  
S h re v e p o rte rs  w ere  a b le  to  r e c e iv e  th e ir  p rog ram s c le a r ly .  To fin d  o u t 
how  th o s e  s ta t io n s  w ere  a b le  to  b ro a d c a s t  s u c h  g re a t  d is ta n c e s  an d  why 
h is  s ta t io n  w as u n a b le  to  tra n sm it p rog ram s to  S h re v ep o rt, H e n d e rso n  
s e n t  P a t te r s o n , s t i l l  o n e -fo u r th  ow ner of th e  s ta t io n ,  an d  A ntony , th e  
c h ie f  e n g in e e r , to  s tu d y  c o n d it io n s  in  C h ic a g o . At K ennonw ood th e  
b u ild in g s  w ere  a d a p te d  a n d  th e  b ro a d c a s t  s tu d io  f a c i l i t i e s  w ere  m oved 
from  th e  Y ouree H o te l lo c a tio n  to  th e  H e n d e rso n  e s t a t e .
In  C h ic a g o  P a tte r s o n  a n d  A ntony d is c o v e re d  th a t  w a te r  c o o le d  tu b e s ,  
d e s ig n e d  for h ig h  p o w er t r a n s m is s io n  o n ly , h a d  b e en  p e r fe c te d  a n d  th a t
1 Radio S e rv ic e  B u lle tin  fW ash lng ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G overnm en t 
P rin tin g  O ff ic e , S ep tem b er 1, 19 25), N o . 101 , p .  7 .
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R adio S ta tio n  WJAZ h ad  p la c e d  o rd e rs  for th e  f i r s t  fou r to  be  m a n u fa c -
2
tu re d . H en d erso n  prom ptly  o rd e re d  tw o s im ila r  tu b e s  fo r h is  s ta t io n .  
A ccord ing  to  A ntony , th o s e  tu b e s ,  w h ich  c o s t  $ 5 0 0 .0 0  e a c h ,  w ere  m ade 
by a  g la s s  b lo w er nam ed  M cK ullar. M cK ullar h a d  p e rfe c te d  a  m eans of 
Jo in in g  g la s s  an d  c o p p e r , th e  p a te n t  o f w h ich  he  s o ld  to  th e  W e s te rn  
E le c tr ic  C o m p an y . W h ile  he  w as in  C h ic a g o  A ntony w a tc h e d  M cK ullar 
jo in  th e  tu b e s  w ith  the  a id  o f a  h e lp e r .  B ecau se  W e s te rn  E le c tr ic  h e ld  
th e  p a te n t  fo r th e  p r o c e s s ,  H e n d e rso n  h a d  to  p a y  th e  com pany  $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0  
fo r th e ir  u s e .  H ow ever, w ith  th o se  tw o tu b e s  th e  s ta t io n  a t  K ennonw ood 
w as e n a b le d  to  in c re a s e  th e  p o w er to  1000 w a t ts .  Antony s ta te d  th a t  th e  
s ta t io n  w as n o t p e rm itte d  to  p u rc h a s e  an  e x tra  tu b e  to u s e  in  c a s e  of an  
e m e rg e n c y . On S ep tem b er 1, 1925 , th e  D ep artm en t o f C om m erce g ra n te d  
H e n d e rso n  th e  l ic e n s e  fo r 1000 w a tts  of p o w er^  an d  th e  ow ner p re p a re d  
h is  s ta t io n  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r th e  in c r e a s e .
U sing  th o se  tw o tu b e s  w h ich  w ere  d e s ig n e d  for h igh  pow er t r a n s ­
m is s io n , A ntony b u ilt  a  tra n s m ittin g  s ta t io n  a t  K ennonw ood a n d  d e s ig n e d  
a n  a n te n n a  w h ich  w ou ld  tra n sm it th e  pow er d e s ir e d  by h is  e m p lo y e r. All 
o f th e  e q u ip m en t e x c e p t th e  t ra n s m it te r  tu b e s  w ere  "hom em ade . " The 
g e n e ra to r  w as h o u se d  in  a  sm a ll b u ild in g  n e a r  th e  m ain  r e s id e n c e  a t
^W illiam  E . A ntony , P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , M arch  27, 1959 .
3I b id .
4Radlo S e rv ic e  B u lle tin  (W ash in g to n : U n ited  S ta te s  G overnm en t 
P rin tin g  O ff ic e , O c to b er 1, 1925), Mb. 102, p .  7 .
K ennonw ood. C a r te r  H e n d e rso n , so n  of th e  s ta t io n  o w n er, d e sc r ib e d  
th e  f e ro c io u s n e s s  o f th is  e le c t r ic a l  m o n ste r a s  i t  a p p e a re d  to  o b se rv e rs  
u n a c c u s to m e d  to  se e in g  s u c h  pow er on  d is p la y .  A ccord ing  to  C a r te r ,  
w hen  th e  g e n e ra to r  w as tu rn ed  on i t  sh o o k  th e  b u ild in g  a n d  f ire  le a p e d  
from  th e  e n g in e s ,  c re a tin g  a  d read fu l s ig h t  w h ich  c a u s e d  w om en to  f a in t .
All o f th e  m ach in e ry  w as e x p o se d  b e c a u s e  th e re  w ere  no  c o v e r-g u a rd s ;  
no p re c a u tio n s  w ere  ta k e n  to  p ro te c t  e v e n  th e  v is i to r  from  d a n g e r  o f 
sp a rk s  o f f ire  an d  e le c t r i c i ty .  E v e n tu a lly  ro p es  w ere  p la c e d  to  k eep  
v is i to r s  aw ay  from  th e  d an g ero u s  m a c h in e s . A ntony d e s ig n e d  an d  b u ilt  
th e  a n te n n a  w h ich  w as c a p a b le  o f tra n s m ittin g  b ro a d c a s ts  a l l  o v e r th e  
U n ited  S t a t e s . T h is a n te n n a  w as s im ila r  in  form  to  th e  one  on top  th e  
Y ouree H o te l.  H ow ever, th is  one  d if fe re d  in  th a t  one  en d  w as a tta c h e d  
to  an  o ld  w indm ill an d  th e  o th e r  e n d  to  a to w er c o n s tru c te d  o r ig in a lly  fo r 
a  w a te r  t a n k . '’ ( I l lu s tra tio n  I ,  p .  3 7 ).
A ccord ing  to  S tedm an G u n n in g 's  d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  K ennonw ood 
e s t a t e ,  a  b u ild in g  a d ja c e n t  to  th e  m ain  re s id e n c e  h o u se d  th e  t ra n s m it te r ,  
th e  re c o rd  l ib ra ry  an d  th e  b ro a d c a s t  f a c i l i t i e s  for th e  m u s ic a l re c o rd in g s  
( I l lu s tra tio n  I ,  p .  3 7 ). In  th is  b ro a d c a s t  s tu d io  a s  show n  in  I l lu s tr a t io n  I I ,  
p a g e  37 , th e re  w ere  tw o B runsw ick  C om pany  p a n a tro p e s ,  e le c t r i c a l  phono ­
graph  m ac h in e s  w h ich  h a d  re c e n tly  b e e n  m a rk e te d . W h erea s  m o st b ro a d c a s t  
s ta t io n s  s e t  a  m icrophone in  fron t o f th e  a m p lifie r  o f a  p a n a tro p e  to  b ro ad ­
c a s t  re c o rd s ,  H e n d e rso n  d ire c te d  Antony to  rew ork  th e  m ech an ism  in  o rd e r
^ C a r te r  H e n d e rso n , P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , Ju ly  1957 .
37
I l lu s tr a t io n  I .  K ennonw ood F a c il l t ie
I l lu s tr a t io n  I I .  In s id e  View o f a  KWKH 8 tu d io  in  1927.
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th a t  p ic k - u p  o f th e  m u sic  c o u ld  be m ade d ire c tly  from  th e  e le c t r i c a l ly  
t r a n s c r ib e d  re c o rd s  in to  th e  t ra n s m itte r  in s te a d  of from  an a m p lif ie r .
In  I l lu s tr a t io n  I I ,  p a g e  37 , th e  m icrophone w as u s e d  by th e  a n n o u n c e r .
I t  w as  n o t u s e d  in  any  w ay  in  th e  p la y in g  of r e c o rd s . In  th is  I l lu s t r a t io n  
S tedm an  G unn ing  i s  th e  a n n o u n c e r s e a te d  n e a r  E dw ina A n tony , d a u g h te r  
o f W . E . A ntony , w ho h a d  a s su m e d  h e r  c u s to m a ry  p o s i t io n  fo r  th e  o c ­
c a s io n .
In  th e  m ain  r e s id e n c e  th e re  w ere  tw o b ro a d c a s t  s tu d io s .  The 
la rg e r  one  w as lo c a te d  in  th e  l iv in g  room  w h ich  w as a p p ro x im a te ly  s ix ­
te e n  by tw e n ty  f e e t  in  s i z e .  T his w a s  w here  th e  v a r io u s  perfo rm ers 
b r o a d c a s t .  T his room  c o u ld  e a s i ly  acco m m o d ate  a  p ia n o  an d  a  la rg e  
group  o f e n te r ta in e r s  su c h  a s  a  c h o ir  o r a  b a n d . U p s ta ir s  a d jo in in g  
H e n d e rs o n 's  bedroom  w a s  a  sm a lle r  s tu d io  w h ich  h e  u s e d  to  b ro a d c a s t  
in  p r iv a c y . A nother s tu d io  w as lo c a te d  a t  th e  H e n d e rso n  Iro n  W ork o f f ic e s  
in  S h re v e p o rt. By h a v in g  th o s e  tw o s m a lle r  s tu d io s  H e n d e rso n  c o u ld  
b ro a d c a s t  any  Id ea  w h ich  h e  d e v e lo p e d  a t  an y  h o u r e i th e r  in  th e  c i ty  o r 
th e  c o u n try . O f th e s e  s tu d io s  M ay w ro te :
T here i s  . . .  a  m icrophone  b e s id e  h is  d e s k ,  a n o th e r  in  h is  
u p s ta ir s  o ff ic e  a p a rtm e n t a n d  s t i l l  a n o th e r  in  h is  bedroom  
a t  K ennonw ood so  th a t  h e  m ay , i f  h e  w is h e s ,  " te l l  th e  w o rld "  
w h e rev e r h e  h a p p e n s  to  b e . ®
In  th e  m ain  r e s id e n c e  th e  g round  f lo o r w as d e v o te d  to  th e  la rg e r  of 
th e  tw o b ro a d c a s tin g  s tu d io s ,  th e  k i tc h e n , th e  e a t in g  an d  e n te r ta in in g
6M a rg e ry  L and M ay , H e llo  W orld  H e n d e rso n . The M an  B ehind th e  
M ike (S h rev ep o rt, L o u is ia n a : P re s s  o f th e  L in d say  C o m p an y , 1930), p .  47 .
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a r e a s .  On th e  se c o n d  flo o r w ere  a  "dorm itory" for the  m ale e m p lo y e e s , 
a  "do rm ito ry '1 fo r the  fem ale  e m p lo y e e s , bedroom s for M r. and  M rs . 
H en d erso n  an d  th e  sm a lle r  o f th e  two b ro a d c a s tin g  s t u d i e s . The dorm i­
to r ie s  e a c h  m easu red  ab o u t e ig h te e n  by tw en ty  f e e t .  On the  top  floor 
w as a  la rg e  bedroom  for C a r te r , th e  H e n d e rso n s ' so n . E xtra  b e d s  w ere
p la c e d  in  th is  room  to  be u se d  by v is i to r s  w ho c o u ld  n o t be  accom m o-
7
d a te d  e ls e w h e re  in  th e  r e s id e n c e .
Among o th e r  b u ild in g s  w ere  h o u se s  for m arried  p e rso n n e l o f th e  
s ta t io n  an d  do rm ito ries fo r th e  men who te n d e d  th e  c a t t le  and  who d id  
th e  o u ts id e  m ain ten an ce  w ork . A dd itiona l h o u se s  w ere b u ilt  fo r th e  
N egro e m p lo y e e s . Kennonwood had  p r iv a te  w a te rw o rk s , e le c tr ic a l  
p la n ts ,  s e w a g e , and  g a s  w e l ls .  On th e  e s ta te  w ere a  d a iry , a  h e rd  of 
b e e f  c a t t l e ,  p ig s ,  and  rid in g  h o r s e s .  For re c re a tio n a l  p u rp o se s  a  hun ting  
p re se rv e  an d  la k e s  for h u n tin g , sw im m ing, an d  b o a tin g  w ere  d e v e lo p e d . 
A ccording  to  A ntony, v is i to r s  cam e to  K ennonw ood an d  s ta y e d . Some 
p itc h e d  te n ts  on  the  g rounds; o th e rs  w ere  accom m odated  in  th e  m ain 
r e s id e n c e . W hoever cam e to  Kennonwood re c e iv e d  a  warm w elcom e from 
H e n d e rso n . The e n tire  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  th is  co u n try  lo c a tio n  w ere  d e v o te d  
to  th e  b ro a d c a s tin g  s ta t io n .  N e ith e r  tim e , e ffo r t , no r e x p e n se  w ere  
sp a re d  In  the  c re a tio n  and  o p e ra tio n  of Radio S ta tio n  KWKH a t  th is  t im e . 8
7
S tedm an G unn ing , P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , M arch  27, 1959.
®The Antony In te rv iew  of Ju ly  1957.
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W hen H e n d e rso n  m oved h is  s ta t io n  to  K ennonw ood, he  h ire d  a l ­
m o st an y o n e  who a s k e d  him  for a jo b .  H ow ever, th o s e  em p lo y ed  w ere  
e x p e c te d  to  perform  an y  ta s k  c o n n e c te d  w ith  m a in ta in in g  th e  s t a t io n .
The o w n er w a s  a  com m anding p e rso n  who dem an d ed  th a t  th e  s ta f f  m em bers 
be  p ro f ic ie n t in  perform ing  th e  m any a n d  v a r ie d  d u tie s  a s s ig n e d  to  th em . 
T hose  p e rs o n s  w ho a t ta in e d  h is  h ig h  s ta n d a rd s  w ere  p a id  w e l l .  The 
m ain  s ta f f  o f te n  p e rs o n s  m oved to  Kennonw ood w here  f a c i l i t i e s  w ere  
p ro v id ed  th em . The unm arried  m en an d  th e  u n m arried  w om en l iv e d  in  
s e p a ra te  "do rm ito ries*1 in  th e  m ain r e s id e n c e .  M arried  p e rs o n n e l w ere
Q
a s s ig n e d  s e p a ra te  c o t ta g e s  on  th e  e s t a t e .
Fo llow ing  th e  g e n e ra l p o lic y  o f  dem and ing  o f ev e ry  m em ber o f th e  
s ta f f  to  perform  an y  an d  ev e ry  ta s k  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  o p e ra ­
tio n  of th e  s ta t io n ,  H e n d e rso n  h ire d  no  a n n o u n c e rs . P e rso n s  who 
o p e ra te d  th e  c o n tro l b o a rd  a ls o  a n n o u n c e d . A ccord ing  to  A ntony , th e  
s ta t io n  p e rso n n e l an d  s ta f f  w ere  e x p e c te d  to  rem ain  on  c a l l  tw e n ty -fo u r  
h o u rs  a  d a y . S tedm an G unn ing  i l lu s t r a te d  th is  dem and  by h is  ow n e x ­
p e r ie n c e .  O n L abor D ay , 1926, G unning  b eg an  h is  em p lo y m en t. From 
th a t  tim e u n til  H e n d erso n  d is p o s e d  o f th e  s ta t io n  in  1932 he  w orked  
w ith o u t a h o l id a y . H ow ever, th o s e  s ta f f  m em bers w ho re m a in e d  w ith  
H en d erso n  w ere  in te n s e ly  lo y a l to  him  a s  w a s  e v id e n c e d  du rin g  th e  y e a rs  
from  1930 th rough  1932, w hen th e  e n tire  s ta f f  s e rv e d  w ith o u t p a y .
^S tedm an G u nn ing , P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , M arch  1959 .
*®Both G unn ing  a n d  A ntony to ld  th e  w rite r  in  in te rv ie w s  in  r e c e n t  
m onths th a t  th e y  s e rv e d  w ith o u t p ay  during  th o s e  d e p re s s io n  y e a r s .  
H e n d erso n  p ro v id ed  food  a n d  lo d g in g  b u t no  p a y .
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P e rh a p s  th e  fo re m o st s ta f f  m em ber o f KWKH w a s  W illia m  A ntony 
w ho h a d  s e rv e d  a s  c h ie f  e n g in e e r  fo r a l l  ra d io  s t a t io n s  in  S h re v e p o r t . 
A n to n y 's  fu ll  tim e  em p loym en t w a s  in  th e  c a p a c i ty  of c h ie f  te s tb o a r d  
m an fo r th e  A m erican  T e lep h o n e  a n d  T e leg ra p h  C o m p a n y . I t  a p p e a rs  
th a t  A ntony w a s  a n  e m p lo y ee  u p o n  whom  H e n d e rso n  r e l ie d  h e a v i ly .  
A cco rd in g  to  C a r te r  H e n d e rs o n , h is  fa th e r  k n ew  e n o u g h  a b o u t e n g in e e r in g  
to  h a v e  a n  id e a  o f  w h a t e n g in e e r in g  f e a t s  c o u ld  be p e rfo rm e d . W h e n e v e r  
th e  b ro a d c a s te r  w is h e d  g r e a te r  p e rfo rm a n c e  or som e n e w  im p ro v em en t fo r 
th e  s t a t io n ,  h e  to ld  A ntony  w ho a p p a re n tly  p ro c e e d e d  to  w ork  o u t th e  
d e t a i l s .  In  a d d it io n  to  h is  w ork w ith  th e  te le p h o n e  c o m p a n y , w ith  KWKH, 
a n d  o th e r  ra d io  s t a t i o n s ,  A ntony c o n tin u e d  to  e x p e r im e n t w ith  ra d io  on  
h is  ow n fre e  t im e . In  1928 A ntony b e ca m e  a  fu l l- t im e  e m p lo y e e  an d  
m oved  h is  fam ily  to  K ennonw ood w h e re  th e y  re m a in e d  u n ti l  th e  s ta t io n  
w a s  rem o v e d .
S ted m an  G u n n in g  h a d  b e e n  a  r a d io  e n th u s ia s t  in  h ig h  s c h o o l .  He 
u s e d  em p ty  c h a lk  b o x e s  in  w h ic h  to  a s s e m b le  c r y s ta l  ra d io  s e t s  a n d  s o ld  
th em  fo r o n e  d o l la r .  A fter h e  w a s  e m p lo y e d  a t  KWKH h e  w e n t to  K ennon­
w ood  e v e ry  a f te rn o o n , w o rk ed  u n til  th e  s ta t io n  w en t o ff th e  a i r ,  a n d  th e n  
r e tu rn e d  to  S h re v e p o rt w h ere  h e  w orked  a t  th e  H e n d e rso n  Iro n  W orks fo r 
e ig h t  h o u r s .  H e c o n tin u e d  tfeis ty p e  o f  em p lo y m en t u n t i l  M arch  1928 , 
w h en  h e  m oved to  K ennonw ood a s  a  f u l l - t im e  e m p lo y ee  o f th e  s t a t i o n .
T h is  y o u n g  m an , u n m arried  a t  th e  t im e , l iv e d  in  th e  m e n 's  d o r m ito r y .11
11The G unn ing  In te rv ie w  o f 1959 .
F rank  M a rx , a  n a tiv e  o f N ew  Y ork, cam e  to  KWKH w ith  h is  
m o th e r a n d  w as h ire d  a s  a n  e n g in e e r .  A cco rd in g  to  G u n n in g , M a rx 's  
m o th e r re m a in e d  a t  K ennonw ood fo r som e tim e  a s  a  g u e s t  b e fo re  r e tu rn ­
in g  to  h e r  h o m e . In  a d d it io n  to  h is  w o rk ing  a s  a n  e n g in e e r  fo r th e
12s t a t io n ,  M arx  s e rv e d  a s  a n n o u n c e r . Ja c k  T em p le , w h o se  w h e re a b o u ts
i s  unknow n to d a y , w a s  e m p lo y e d  a s  a n  e n g in e e r .  H o w ev er, w h en  he
d o u b le d  a s  a n n o u n c e r  h e  p ro v e d  to  b e  a  g re a t  f a v o r i te  w ith  th e  l a d le s  o f
th e  l a t e  tw e n tie s  a n d  e a r ly  t h i r t i e s .  O n th e  d a y s  w h en  T em ple  a n n o u n c e d ,
w om en cam e  to  th e  s tu d io  by th e  h u n d re d s . Both T em ple an d  G unn ing
re c e iv e d  la rg e  am o u n ts  o f fan  m ail from  w om en l i s t e n e r s  th ro u g h o u t th e  
13n a t io n .
KWKH e m p lo y ed  a  num ber o f  a n n o u n c e r s . In  th e  b e g in n in g  Jack  
T em ple w a s  th e  c h ie f  o n e .  T hen S ted m an  G u n n in g  r e l ie v e d  T em ple a t  
th e  m ic ro p h o n e  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly  h e ld  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r th e  m u s ic a l 
r e q u e s t  p ro g ra m s . O n th e  e a r ly  m orn ing  p ro g ram s a n o th e r  e m p lo y e e ,
12F rank  M arx  s e rv e s  a s  v ic e - p r e s id e n t  in  c h a rg e  e n g in e e r in g  an d  
g e n e ra l  s e r v ic e s  d e p a r tm e n ts  of th e  A m erican  B ro a d c a s tin g  C o m p a n y . H e 
i s  an  a s s o c i a t e  m em ber o f th e  F e d e ra l C o m m u n ic a tio n  C o m m iss io n  c o n ­
s u l t in g  e n g in e e r s .  As a  b ro a d c a s t in g  e x e c u tiv e  h e  h a s  b e a n  r e s p o n s ib le  
fo r  th e  d e s ig n ,  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  a n d  in s t a l l a t i o n  o f s e v e ra l  c o m p le te  b ro a d ­
c a s t in g  p l a n t s .  T h is a n d  o th e r  in fo rm a tio n  i s  fo u n d  in  W h o 's  W ho In 
A m e ric a , a  B io g rap h ica l D ic tio n a ry  o f N o ta b le  L iv in g  M en  a n d  W om en 
(C h ica g o : M a rq u is  W h o 's  W h o , I n c . , A N o n -P ro fit  F o u n d a tio n ) , XXVIII 
(1 9 5 4 -5 5 ) , 1 7 32 .
*^The A ntony In te rv ie w  o f 1958 .
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Lynn B rannon , b ro a d c a s t  from  fo u r u n til  s ix  o 'c lo c k  a t  th e  t im e s  w h en
KWKH s ig n e d  o ff  th e  a i r  a t  n in e  o 'c lo c k  th e  p re v io u s  n ig h t .  P au l
C a r r ig e n ,  know n lo c a l ly  a s  th e  " ra d io  m a n ,"  in tro d u c e d  p ro g ram s w hen
th e re  w e re  a r t i s t s  p e rfo rm ing  in  p e rs o n  a t  th e  s t a t i o n .  C a r r ig e n  d id  n o t
w ork e x c lu s iv e ly  fo r KWKH.
Among th e  w om en e m p lo y e e s  w e re  M rs .  P e a r l  H o o k s , H e n d e rs o n 's
s e c r e ta r y ,  an d  Ruth H e s te n ,  a  s te n o g ra p h e r .  A cco rd ing  to  C a r te r
H e n d e rs o n , M rs . H ooks d e v o te d  m uch o f h e r  tim e  to  c o l le c t in g  n e w s -
14
p a p e r  i te m s  c o n c e rn in g  H e n d e rso n  a n d  a rra n g in g  th em  in  s c r a p b o o k s .
A ntony s a id  th a t  w hen  th e  s ta t io n  d is c o n tin u e d  tra n s m it t in g  e a c h  
d a y , th e  m en b u s ie d  th e m s e lv e s  m ak ing  th e  n e c e s s a r y  a d ju s tm e n ts  an d  
r e p a i r s .  The m ajo r t a s k  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  s ta t io n  w as th e  sh o p  r e ­
p a ir  w o rk , b e c a u s e  a l l  th e  e q u ip m e n t w a s  h o m e-m ad e  a n d  re q u ire d  c o n -  
15s ta n t  a t t e n t io n .  M a in ta in in g  th e  s ta t io n  to o k  s k i l l fu l  p e r s o n s ,  th o s e
lfiw il lin g  to  s tu d y  a n d  e x p e r im e n t.
W hen  KWKH w e n t o n  th e  a i r  v d th  1000 w a t ts  o f p o w er on
14O n M arch  26, 1955 , a  f ire  d e s tro y e d  th e  m ain  b u ild in g s  a t  
K ennonw ood . The H e n d e rso n  s c ra p b o o k s  w ere  d e s tro y e d  a t  th i s  t im e .
1®The A ntony In te rv ie w  o f 1 959 .
16 T hat A ntony h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  r e p la c e d  a s  fo re m o s t ra d io  e n g in e e r  
in  S h re v e p o rt a n d  th a t  G u n n in g  c o n tin u e s  w ith  th e  s ta t io n  a s  e n g in e e r  
a n d  th a t  M arx  h a s  a s s u m e d  h is  p r e s e n t  p o s i t io n  w ith  th e  A m erican  
B ro a d c a s tin g  C o m p an y  i s  a  t r ib u te  to  th e  m an H e n d e rso n  a n d  h is  m e th o d s  
o f  d e a l in g  w ith  h is  s t a f f .
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S e p tem b er 25 , 19 25 , th e re  w e re  no  d e f in i te  p rog ram  s c h e d u l e s . 1^ B road­
c a s t s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  p h o n o g rap h  r e c o rd s ,  t a l k s ,  a n d  l iv e  p e rfo rm a n c e s  by 
a r t i s t s  w ho cam e  to  K ennonw ood . “O ld  M an  H e n d e rs o n , M a s  he  cam e to  
b e  k n o w n , w a s  a  m ajo r a t t r a c t io n  o f th e  s t a t io n .  A cco rd in g  to  C a r te r  
H e n d e rs o n , l i s t e n e r s  e s p e c ia l ly  e n jo y e d  h e a r in g  r e c o r d s .  H e n d e rso n
p io n e e re d  in  th e  m ethod  o f b ro a d c a s t in g  m u s ic  d i r e c t ly  from  th e  e l e c t r i c a l  
18t r a n s c r ip t i o n s . The m u sic  w a s  t r a n s m it te d  c le a r ly  a n d  th e  a n n o u n c e rs
n e v e r  id e n t i f ie d  th e  m u sic  a s  p h o n o g rap h  r e c o r d s .  C o n s e q u e n tly  m any
19p e rs o n s  b e lie v e d  th a t  KWKH h a d  th e  p e rfo rm ers  in  th e i r  s t u d io s .  A c­
c o rd in g  to  A n tony , th e  b ro a d c a s ts  w e re  s o  n e a r ly  p e r fe c t  th a t  a  m an u ­
fa c tu re r  of ra d io  t r a n s m is s io n  e q u ip m e n t s e n t  tw e n ty -o n e  e n g in e e r s  w ho 
p o s e d  a s  v is i to r s  to  s tu d y  th e  m e th o d . H o w ev e r, th e  s t a f f  m em b ers , 
u n a c c u s to m e d  to  s e e in g  tw e n ty -o n e  m en u n a c c o m p a n ie d  by th e i r  f a m i l ie s ,  
to o k  s p e c ia l  n o te  o f th e  g ro u p . W hen  th e y  b e g a n  a s k in g  q u e s t io n s  w h ic h  
o n ly  a  ra d io  e n g in e e r  w o u ld  u n d e rs ta n d , KWKH e n g in e e r s  r e a l iz e d  th a t  th e
The A ntony In te rv ie w  o f 1957 .
18 T h is i s  th e  m ethod  w h ic h  i s  u s e d  to d a y  in  b ro a d c a s t in g  r e c o rd ­
in g s .  In  Ja n u a ry , 1931 , th e  R adio  D ig e s t  c a r r ie d  an  a r t i c le  c o n c e rn in g  
ra d io  t r a n s c r ip t io n s :
"W hen th e  re c o rd e d  p ro g ram s a re  b ro a d c a s t  from  a  s ta t io n  th e y  
a re  n o t p la y e d  on  a  p h o n o g rap h  p la c e d  in  fro n t o f a  m ic ro p h o n e , 
su c h  a s  w as d o n e  in  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  of b r o a d c a s t in g .  I n s te a d ,  th e  
o u tp u t from  th e  p ic k -u p  p la c e d  on  th e  re c o rd  i s  d i r e c t ly  fe d  in to  
th e  t r a n s m i t te r .  The p ic k - u p s  a s e d  a re  m uch m ere  c o s t ly  th a n  
th o s e  found  in  p h o n o g ra p h -ra d io  c o m b in a tio n s  d e s ig n e d  fo r th e  
ho m e, a re  g e n e ra l ly  o p e ra te d  in  p a ir s  s o  th a t  a s  one  re c o rd  e n d s  
th e  n e x t o n e  c a n  b e  c u t  in  w ith o u t p a u s e .  M R adio S ta t io n  KWKH 
w a s  u s in g  th is  m ethod  in  1 925 .
m en w ere  s e n t  to  th e  s ta t io n  to  d is c o v e r  how  th e  m usic  w as b ro a d c a s t .  ^
H en d erso n  s t a te d  th a t  h is  s ta t io n  p ro b ab ly  h a d  m ore m oney in v e s te d
in  re c o rd s , in  th e  m u sic  l ib ra ry , an d  in  c a ta lo g s  an d  th e  su p p le m e n ts
21th a n  som e o th e r  ra d io  s ta t io n s  h a d  c o s t  a l to g e th e r .  C o p ie s  of th e  
c a ta lo g s  in  th e  p o s s e s s io n  of A ntony an d  G unn ing  a re  u n d a te d , b u t i t  
i s  u n d e rs to o d  th a t  KWKH M u s ic  C a ta lo g s  w ere  a v a i la b le  to  l i s te n e r s  
p rio r to  1927 .
The c a ta lo g s  w ere  b o o k le ts  c o n ta in in g  th e  n am es o f a l l  th e  re c o rd s  
in  th e  m u s ic a l l ib ra ry  o f KWKH, l i s t e d  a lp h a b e t ic a l ly .  C a ta lo g s  w ere  
s e n t  to  l i s te n e r s  in  o rd e r th a t  th e y  m ight r e q u e s t  th e ir  s e le c t io n s  by 
num bers ra th e r  th a n  by th e  t i t l e . O ne b o o k le t c o n ta in e d  fo r ty - th re e  p a g e s  
of c lo s e ly  ty p ed  so n g  t i t l e s .  E xam ples of th e s e  t i t l e s  fo llow : "Abide 
W ith  M e, " "A K iss in  th e  D ark , " "A C up  o f  C o f fe e , A S andw ich  a n d  You, " 
"A lice Blue G ow n, " "B ringing Up F a th e r  in  P ro h ib itio n , " "Any Ic e  Today 
L a d y ? , " "B lack  Bottom Stom p, " “H arm ony B lu es , " " F a u s t ,  " "F ro lic  of 
th e  C o o n s , " "I Know th e  Lord L aid  H is  H ands on M e, " "H u g s a n d  K i s s e s , 1
^°The A ntony In te rv ie w  of 1959.
21W . K. H e n d e rso n , l e t t e r  to  Judge E . O . S y k e s , m em ber o f th e  
F ed e ra l R adio C o m m iss io n , d a te d  S ep tem b er 15, 1927 . T h is l e t t e r  re a d :
" .  . . w e  h a v e  i s s u e d  b e a u tifu l c a ta lo g u e s ,  o f w h ich  I g a v e  you  o n e , 
w ith  su p p le m e n t, sh o w in g  th e  re c o rd s  we p la y  a n d , s in c e  th a t  t im e , w e 
h a v e  i s s u e d  a n o th e r , w ith  o th e r  su p p le m e n ts , an d  w ill  c o n tin u e  to  do s o .  
C ite d  in  W . K. H e n d e rso n , e d ito r ,  KWKH's F igh t fo r a  S q u a re  D eal From 
th e  F ed e ra l Radio C o m m issio n  (S h rev ep o rt, L o u is ia n a : An u n p u b lish e d  
m im eographed  c o lle c t io n  of l e t t e r s  in  P riv a te  L ibrary  o f W . E . A n tony , 
D ix ie , L o u is ia n a ) , p .  6 . T h is p u b lic a tio n  i s  h e re in a f te r  c a l le d  KWKH's 
F igh t fo r a  S quare  D e a l .
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”1 K eeps M y K itchen  C le a n ,  " "S ay  L is te r  H ave  y o u  M e t R o s ie 's  S i s te r ,  "
a n d  m any o th e rs  w h ic h  a re  s im ila r  a n d  d i s s im i la r .
G u n n in g  e s t im a te d  th a t  KWKH a lw a y s  h a d  f iv e  to  s ix  th o u s a n d
re c o rd s  in  th e  l ib r a ry .  G unn ing  r e c a l le d  th a t  th e  fo llo w in g  f iv e  se e m e d
to  b e  fa v o r i te s  w ith  l i s t e n e r s :  "M y H o rs e s  A in 't  H ung ry , " " M is s o u r i
W a ltz ,  " "H an d  M e Down M y W alk in g  C a n e ,  " " D e a d  C a t  on  th e  L in e , "
a n d  "G o ld e n  S l ip p e r s . "
B ro a d c a s tin g  a t  KWKH w as d one  a t  n ig h t in  o rd e r  to  a s s u r e  c le a r
r e c e p tio n  fo r l i s t e n e r s . D uring  th e  tim e  w h en  th e  s ta t io n  d id  n o t s h a re
b ro a d c a s t  tim e  w ith  a n o th e r  s t a t io n ,  H e n d e rso n  o p e n e d  th e  p ro g ram s by
ta lk in g  tw o  o r th re e  m in u te s , th e n  h e  w o u ld  s a y  so m e th in g  l ik e  t h i s ,
" S te d m a n 's  g o in g  to  p la y  y o u r re c o rd s  n o w . You c a l l  u s  o r s e n d  u s  a
te le g ra m  a n d  h e  w ill  p la y  y o u r r e q u e s t .  “ From th e  y e a r  1926 u n til  19 29,
22program m ing  o v e r  th e  s ta t io n  w a s  a lm o s t  to ta l ly  r e q u e s t s .
A cco rd in g  to  s ta t io n  p e r s o n n e l ,  a f te r  H e n d e rso n  a s k e d  l i s t e n e r s  
to  te le p h o n e  o r  te le g r a p h , th e  o n e  te le p h o n e  l in e  a v a i la b le  to  th e  b ro a d ­
c a s t in g  s tu d io  w a s  u s e d  c o n s ta n t ly  by  th e  lo n g  d i s ta n t  o p e ra to r  a n d  th e  
te le g ra p h  o f f ic e .  No lo c a l  c a l l e r s  c o u ld  c o n ta c t  th e  s ta t io n  b e c a u s e  th e  
tw o o p e ra to rs  k e p t th e  l in e  b u s y .
G unn ing  w a s  th e  a n n o u n c e r  w ho h a n d le d  th e  r e q u e s t  p ro g ra m s . H e 
s a id  th a t  h i s  d u t ie s  in c lu d e d  a n s w e r in g  th e  te le p h o n e , w ritin g  th e  nam e
^ T h e  G u n n in g  In te rv ie w  o f 1 9 59 .
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or num ber o f the  re q u e s t and  the  name of the  p e rso n  m aking the  re q u e s t .  
W hen he re c e iv e d  a num ber of re q u e s ts  for one reco rd , he lo o k ed  up th e  
rec o rd , announced  th e  t i t l e  and  rea d  th e  long  l i s t  o f p e rso n s  re q u e s tin g  
th a t s e le c tio n . Then he  p lay e d  the  reco rd  on the  p a n a tro p e . In  ad d itio n  
h e  o p e ra ted  th e  tra n sm itte r . The s ta tio n  rem ained  on the  a ir  a s  long  a s  
the  re q u e s ts  cam e, o ften  u n til e ig h t o 'c lo c k  th e  fo llow ing morning a fte r  
beg inn ing  b ro a d c a s ts  a t  7:30 th e  p rev ious ev en in g . C oncern ing  the  re ­
q u e s ts , G unning s a id  th a t there  w as no program  ra tio  b e tw een  c la s s ic a l ,
23re lig io u s , or h i llb illy  reco rd s p lay e d .
About 1928 the  te lep h o n e  s itu a tio n  becam e so  c o n g e s te d  th a t th e  
te lep h o n e  com pany h ired  two o p era to rs  for the  s ta tio n  and W este rn  Union 
T elegraph  Com pany In s ta lle d  a  p rin te r a t KWKH a t th e ir  own e x p e n s e . The 
te lep h o n e  o p e ra to rs  w orked in  th e  b ro a d c a s t s tu d io  and  u se d  fo o t-o p e ra te d  
sw itc h e s  to  c u t o ff the  m icrophone w h ile  th ey  ta lk e d  over the  te le p h o n e . ^  
H enderson  d id  no t h id e  th e  fa c t th a t  th e  program s c o n s is te d  of 
p lay ing  reco rd s  a s  e v id e n c e d  by h is  is su in g  th e  m u sica l c a ta lo g s  to 
l i s te n e r s .  H ow ever, th e  F edera l Radio C om m ission  w as o p posed  to  the  
p lay ing  of reco rd s  w ithout hav ing  each  reco rd  announced  a s  " re c o rd e d ."  
The C om m ission  i s s u e d  G enera l O rder N o . 16 w hich requ ired  th a t a ll  
reco rd s  be announced  a s  s u c h . H enderson  w ould  no t com ply w ith  th is
23The G unning In te rv iew  of 1959.
^ ^ !h e  C a rte r  H enderson  In te rv iew  of 1959 
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o r d e r .  A d m ira l W . H . G . B u lla rd , C h a irm a n  o f th e  F e d e ra l  R ad io  
C o m m is s io n  w ro te  a  l e t t e r ,  d a te d  S e p te m b e r  1 3 , 19 27:
U n d e r  d a te  o f A u g u s t 3 1 s t ,  1 9 2 7 , t h i s  C o m m is s io n  h a s  
r e c e iv e d  a  r e p o r t  from  th e  S u p e r v is o r  o f  R ad io  in  y o u r  D i s t r i c t ,  
t h a t  y o u r  s t a t i o n  —  KWKH —  d o e s  n o t  c o m p ly  w ith  th e  F e d e ra l  
R ad io  C o m m is s io n 's  G e n e ra l  O rd e r ,  w h ic h  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  e a c h  
p h o n o g ra p h ic  r e c o r d  b e  a n n o u n c e d  a s  s u c h  b e fo re  b e in g  
r e n d e r e d .
P l e a s e  r e a d  G e n e ra l  O rd e r  N o . 16 a g a in  a n d  s e e  i f  y o u  
c a n n o t  f in d  i t  c o n v e n ie n t  to  f u l ly  c o m p ly  w ith  th e  O rd e r , 
w h ic h  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  Ma l l  b r o a d c a s t s  o f  m u s ic  p e rfo rm e d  
th ro u g h  th e  a g e n c y  o f  m e c h a n ic a l  r e p r o d u c t io n s  s h a l l  b e  
c l e a r ly  a n n o u n c e d  a s  s u c h  w ith  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t o f  e a c h  
a n d  e v e ry  n u m b e r th u s  b r o a d c a s t .
D e s p i te  th e  G e n e ra l  O rd e r  o f th e  C o m m is s io n  H e n d e r s o n  c o n t in u e d  to
b r o a d c a s t  th c s  e  r e q u e s t  p ro g ra m s  w ith o u t  c r e d i t  u n t i l  h e  d i s p o s e d  o f  th e
s t a t i o n .  ^
By h i s  m a n a g e m e n t o f  h i s  r a d io  s t a t i o n  a n d  h i s  p e r s o n a l  u s e  o f  th e  
m ic ro p h o n e s ,  W il l ia m  K ennon  H e n d e r s o n  s o o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  d i s t i n c t  p e r ­
s o n a l i t y  am o n g  b r o a d c a s t e r s .  At th e  t im e  h e  e n te r e d  th e  f i e ld  o f  r a d io  h e
h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  h im s e l f  in  S h re v e p o r t  a s  a  c iv i c  m in d e d  m a n . H is  i n t e r e s t
27w a s  in  a  " G re a te r  S h r e v e p o r t ."  In  M a y , 1 9 2 5 , h e  w a s  e l e c t e d  p r e s id e n t
^ A d m ir a l  W . H . G . B u lla rd  l e t t e r  to  W . K. H e n d e r s o n ,  d a te d  
S e p te m b e r  1 3 , 1 9 2 7 . L e t te r  fo rm s a  p a r t  o f  KW KH's F ig h t fo r  a  S q u a re  
D e a l .
^®The G u n n in g  I n te r v ie w  o f  1 9 5 9 .
27In  th e  N o v e m b e r , 1 9 2 4 , i s s u e  o f  S h r e v e p o r t ,  th e  C h a m b e r  o f  
C o m m e rc e 's  m o n th ly  p u b l ic a t io n ,  th e r e  w a s  a  p ic tu r e  o f  a  s ig n  d o n a te d  
b y  H e n d e r s o n .  T h is  w a s  a  1 0 0 - fo o t  s ig n  lo c a t e d  o n  th e  H e n d e rs o n  Iro n  
W o rk s  p ro p e r ty  w h ic h  r e a d  “P r o s p e r i ty ,  " o n  o n e  s i d e  a n d  "B uy y o u r  g o o d s  
in  S h re v e p o r t ,  " " fo r  M o re  F a c to r i e s ,  “ " B ig g e r  P a y r o l l s ,  " "B ig g e r  B u s i­
n e s s ,  " o n  th e  o p p o s i te  s i d e .
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of th e  C ham ber of C o m m erce . This w as the  y e a r  th a t  p lu n g ed  him 
d eep ly  in to  rad io  b ro a d c a s tin g .
In  th e  ve ry  b e g in n in g , h is  ow n ersh ip  of th e  rad io  s ta tio n  w as a 
hobby w ith  h im . H is b u s in e s s ,  The H en d erso n  Iron  W orks and  Supply 
C om pany , em ploying  700 p e rs o n s , w as th e  la rg e s t  b u s in e s s  c o n ce rn  
o f i ts  type  in  th e  S ou th .
The nam e of H enderson  su g g e s te d  m ach in e ry , an d  th e  
ra i l ro a d s , la rg e  lum ber m ills  and  m ajor o il co m p an ies  w ere 
h is  la rg e s t  c u s to m e rs . H is m ach ine  p la n t an d  foundry  w as 
the  la rg e s t  an d  b e s t  e q u ip p e d  in  th e  c o u n try . Every c la s s  
o f m achine work w as h a n d le d  in  h is  la rg e  p la n t , from the  
reb u ild in g  of ra ilro a d  lo co m o tiv es  to  th e  s e t t in g  up o f saw  
m ill and  o il f ie ld  e q u ip m en t. H is b u s in e s s  in te r e s ts  w ere  
v a s t ,  rea ch in g  in to  3even fig u res  a n n u a lly  for a  num ber o f 
y e a r s .  . . .
S ince  th e  b u s in e s s  o c c u p ie d  m ost o f h is  tim e , H en d erso n  c o n tin u ed  th e  
o p e ra tio n  of the  s ta tio n  in  th e  sam e m anner a s  th e  p rev io u s  o w n e rs . How­
e v e r , w hen he  m oved th e  s ta tio n  to  Kennonw ood, c h an g e d  th e  c a l l  le t te r s  
to  KWKH, an d  b eg an  b ro a d c a s tin g  w ith  1000 w a tts  o f pow er, th e  r e ­
sp o n se  to  the  s ta t io n  w as overw helm ing . Then th e  new  ow ner re a l iz e d
29th e  pow er in h e re n t in  ra d io .
W hen H enderson  f i r s t  a c q u ire d  h is  rad io  s ta tio n  he d id  no t m ake 
len g th y  ta lk s  o v e r th e  a ir ,  lim itin g  h is  p re s e n ta tio n s  to  tw o or th ree
^®Lilla M cLure an d  J . E d. H ow e, H is to ry  of S h reveport and  
S hreveport B uilders (S h reveport, L o u is ia n a : J . Ed H ow e, P u b lish e r , 
1937), p .  251.
^ A c c o rd in g  to  th e  S h revepo rt T im es, Tune 28, 1935, KWKH r e ­
c e iv e d  a lm o st 1000 le t t e r s  w ith in  a  few  day s a f te r  the  s ta tio n  began  
b ro a d c a s ts  w ith  in c re a s e d  pow er.
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m inu tes befo re  tu rn ing  th e  m icrophone ov er to  th e  a n n o u n c e rs . H ow ever, 
a s  d iffe ren t s i tu a tio n s  a ro s e , he  w ent befo re  the  m icrophone a t  any  tim e 
w hen he h ad  an  id e a  he w ish e d  to  e x p re s s ,  s to p p e d  th e  program  in  
p ro g re s s  and  expounded  on h is  id e a  over th e  a i r w a v e s .^0 H enderson  
b eg an  h is  ta lk s  w ith  a  g ree tin g  w hich  becam e very  fam ilia r  to  l is te n e r s :  
"H e llo , W orld , doggone y o u l T his i s  KWKH a t S h rev ep o rt, L o u -e e - is ia n a ,  
an d  i t ' s  W . K. H enderson  ta lk in ' to  y o u . " This g ree tin g  won for him  th e  
t i t le  of "That doggone man of r a d i o . " W hen he ta lk e d  o v er th e  m icro­
p h one , th is  man so u n d ed  a s  i f  he  w ere se v e n ty  or more y e a rs  o f a g e . 
A c tu a lly , he w as n ea rin g  f i f t y .31 As H enderson  becam e more in v o lv ed  
in v a rio u s  cam p aig n s w hich  he  co n d u c ted  o v e r KWKH, he  in c re a s e d  the  
len g th  of h is  ta lk s  u n til ab o u t th e  la t te r  p a rt of 1929 o r th e  e a r ly  p a rt o f 
1930 w hen he d ev o ted  a lm o st h is  e n tire  tim e on the  a ir  de fen d in g  h is  
v ie w s . 3 2
A frien d  w rote:
To s e e  him  in a c tio n  b efo re  the  m icrophone i s  a  ra re  
e x p e r ie n c e . He n e v e r p la n s  nor r e h e a r s e s  an a d d re s s .
W h a tev e r he  is  say in g  is  w h a t he is  th in k in g  a t  th a t  
p a r t ic u la r  m in u te . O b serv in g  h im , one c a n  s e e  th a t he  is  
no t c o n sc io u s  o f any  se p a ra tio n  w h a tso e v e r  b e tw een  him 
and  h is  a u d ie n c e . That w orld  -  th a t  l i l  o le  ^ T ic _ / N orth 
A m erican c o n tin e n t -  w h ich  h e  doggones and  to  w h ich  he 
c a l l s  h e llo  is  rig h t a c ro s s  th e  ta b le  from him  w hen he
3^The Antony In te rv iew  of 1958.
31M ay, o p . c i t . , p .  21.
^ T h e  G unning In te rv iew  o f 1959.
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b r o a d c a s ts .  In  f a c t ,  y o u  m ight u s e  h is  ow n e x p re s s io n  an d  
s a y  h e 's  g o t i t  r ig h t in  h is  p o c k e t .
W ith  h is  s h o u ld e rs  h u n c h ed  an d  l ip s  c lo s e  to  th e  m outh­
p ie c e  of h is  c rim so n  m ic ro p h o n e , he  ( t a l k s ) .  ^
H e n d e rso n  sp o k e  on an y  to p ic  w h ich  in te r e s te d  h im . He o ften  ta lk e d  
a b o u t th e  n a tio n a l  d e b t on th e  a irw a v e s .  He w ou ld  s a y :  "E v ery th in g  w e 
h a v e  is  m o rtg ag ed , e v e ry  co w , ev e ry  b la d e  of g r a s s .  W e ow e m ore th a n
34e v e ry th in g  in  th e  w hole  c o u n try  is  w o rth . O ur m ortgage  i s  100 p e r  c e n t .
W hen  te le g ra m s  a rr iv e d  fo r H e n d e rso n  p e rs o n a l ly ,  he  t r ie d  to  a n sw e r
O C
them  o v e r th e  a i r .  S in c e  h e  w a s  fam ous fo r “ s iz z l in g  e x p le t iv e s "  he
w ou ld  sp a re  no w ords in  v o ic in g  h is  f e e lin g s  i f  th e  te le g ra m  w ere  one
o b je c tin g  to  h is  p rog ram s or h is  m an n e r. At su c h  tim e s  h e  w ou ld  c o n c lu d e
h is  s p e e c h  by s a y in g , "If you  d o n 't  l ik e  my s ta t io n ,  tu rn  your d i a l s .
H e n d e rso n  p r id e d  h im se lf  on b e in g  r ig h t  a t  a l l  t im e s .  He w ould
s a y , "If you  c a n  show  me w here  I am  w rong . I ' l l  adm it i t .  " H is  so n  s a id
th a t  he  h ad  a  "d e te rm in e d  w ill to  m ove a ll  o b s ta c le s "  an d  th a t  "he  w as a
37o n e  m an ch a irm an  o f a l l  th e  p e o p le . "
W hen th e  U n ited  S ta te s  C o n g re s s  in tro d u c e d  b i l ls  c o n c e rn in g  rad io
M argery  L and  M ay , H e llo  W orld  H e n d e rs o n , The M an B ehind th e  
M ike (S h rev ep o rt, L o u is ia n a : P re s s  o f  th e  L in d say  C o m p an y , 1930), p .  56 .
34C a t te r  H e n d e rso n , P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , M arch  27, 1959.
35 M ay , o p . c l t . , p .  10 .
3®The G unning  In te rv ie w  of 1959 .
^ 7The C a r te r  H en d erso n  In te rv ie w  o f 1959 .
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reg u la tio n  in  1926, H en d erso n  took  an  a c tiv e  in te re s t  in  e a c h  o n e .2® He 
ta lk e d  ab o u t th e  v a rio u s b i l ls  o v e r th e  a ir  an d  w ired  th e  tw o S e n a to rs  
from L o u is ia n a , th e  H onorab le  Jo sep h  E . R ansde ll and  th e  H onorab le  
Edwin S . B roussard , co n ce rn in g  h is  v ie w s . H en d erso n  f e l t  th a t th e  b i l ls  
befo re  th e  S econd  S e s s io n  o f th e  69th  C o n g re ss  on January  26, 1927, 
fav o red  c h a in  s ta t io n s  to  th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f in d ep e n d en t s ta t io n s  su c h  
a s  KWKH. On February  19, 1927, S en a to r B roussard  te le g ra p h e d  
H en d erso n  th e  new s th a t  d e s p ite  e ffo r ts  to  h av e  th e  p en d in g  b i l ls  r e -
qq
com m itted , th e  Radio Bill w as ap p ro v ed  an d  s e n t  to  th e  P re s id e n t. 
A lthough th e s e  com m un ica tions w ill be g iv en  a  more d e ta i le d  a n a ly s is  
la te r  in  th is  c h a p te r , th ey  a re  m en tio n ed  h e re  to  s u g g e s t  fu rth e r th e  sc o p e  
o f the to ta l  H enderson  p e rs o n a li ty  th a t  h ad  d e v e lo p ed  in  th e  f ie ld  of rad io  
b ro a d c a s tin g . N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  b ill re fe rre d  to  by S en a to r B roussard  in
3ft T hese  b i l l s  w ere  th e  H ouse of R e p re se n ta tiv e s  Bill N um ber 9971 
and  th e  s im ila r  S e n a te  Bill Num ber 1754. R e p re se n ta tiv e  W hite  o f M aine  
an d  R e p rese n ta tiv e  D av is o f  T e n n e sse e  a re  g iv en  m uch c re d it  for the  
c o n te n ts  of th e  b i l l s . P o in ts  o f ag reem en t in c lu d e d  p ro v is io n  fo r th e  
e s ta b lis h m e n t o f a  F edera l Radio C o m m iss io n . Both p la c e d  a d m in is tra ­
t iv e  au th o rity  in  th e  h a n d s  of th e  S e c re ta ry  o f C om m erce . L icen s in g  
a u th o rity  w ould  in c lu d e  th e  fix ing  o f w a v e le n g th s , pow er and  tim e of 
o p e ra tio n . A d m in is tra tiv e  au th o rity  in c lu d e d  in s p e c t io n  of s ta t io n s ,  
l ic e n s in g  of o p e ra to rs , and  the  a s s ig n m e n t of c a l l  l e t t e r s .  Both b i l ls  
w ould  perm it ren ew a l of l ic e n s e  p r iv i le g e s .  Im portan t p o in ts  of d e b a te  
w ere  how  much pow er sh o u ld  be g iv en  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f C om m erce and  
how  to  d e a l w ith  v io la tio n s  o f th e  a n ti t ru s t  la w s .  D isc u ss io n  of th e s e  
b i l l s  is  found in  H ouse  of R e p re se n ta tiv e s , R egu la tion  o f B ro a d c a s tin g , 
p p . 7 -1 2 .
39E d w in S . B ro u ssard , T elegram  to  W . K. H e n d erso n , d a te d  
February  19, 1927. C ite d  in  H en d erso n , KWKH's F ight for a  Square  
D e a l , p .  6 .
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th e  te le g ra m  to  H e n d e rso n  c re a te d  th e  F ed e ra l Radio C o m m iss io n . I t w as 
a p p ro v ed  by th e  P re s id e n t on  F ebruary  23, 1927, and  h a s  s in c e  b e en  
know n a s  th e  Radio A ct o f 19 27 . Among o th e r  p ro v is io n s  th e  a c t  p ro ­
v id ed  fo r th e  d iv is io n  o f th e  U n ited  S ta te s  in to  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic a l z o n e s  
an d  fo r th e  ap p o in tm en t o f f iv e  p e rs o n s  to  se rv e  a s  c o m m iss io n e rs , one 
from e a c h  z o n e . The P re s id e n t a p p o in te d  Judge E . O . S y k es  o f Ja c k s o n , 
M is s i s s ip p i ,  a s  C o m m iss io n e r for th e  South  an d  A dm iral W . H . G .
B ullard  a s  C h a irm an  o f th e  C o m m iss io n .
W h ile  th e  F ed e ra l Radio C o m m issio n  w as in  th e  fo rm ativ e  s ta g e ,  
H en d erso n  in c re a s e d  th e  pow er o f KWKH from  1000 to  3000 w a tts  w ith o u t 
p e rm is s io n . On Ju ly  1, 1927, th e  m em bers o f th e  new ly  e le c te d  F ed e ra l 
Radio C o m m issio n  b e g an  a to u r o f in s p e c t io n  of ra d io  f a c i l i t i e s  th ro u g h ­
o u t th e  U n ited  S ta te s .  Soon a f te r  th e y  b e g a n  th e  to u r th e  c o m m iss io n e rs  
d is c o v e re d  that KWKH w as u s in g  3000 w a tts  o f p o w e r. A cco rd ing  to  
H e n d e rso n , h e  d id  no t a tte m p t to  c o n c e a l  th e  p o w er h ik e .  I n s te a d ,  he 
to ld  th e  in s p e c to r  o f th e  am ount of pow er KWKH w a s u s in g  a n d  th e  in ­
s p e c to r  in c lu d e d  th is  in fo rm a tio n  in  h is  o f f ic ia l  re p o r t .  F u rthe rm ore , 
during  b ro a d c a s ts  H en d erso n  c a l le d  th e  c o m m iss io n e rs  " th e  i l le g it im a te  
c h ild re n  of th e  H oover a d m in is tra t io n "  b e c a u s e  P re s id e n t  H oover in s te a d  
o f C o n g re s s  a p p o in te d  them .^®
In a  l e t t e r  to  H e n d e rso n , S e n a to r  R an sd e ll m en tio n ed  H e n d e rs o n 's  
rad io  c r i t ic is m s  o f th e  C o m m iss io n .
40 The C a r te r  H en d erso n  In te rv ie w  o f 1957 .
54
The Judge (Eugene O . Sykes) s a id  th a t  he  h a d  l is te n e d  
in  on your s ta tio n  se v e ra l tim es and  le a rn e d  therefrom  a s  
w ell a s  from com m unica tions m ade to  h im , th a t  you  w ere 
c r i t ic iz in g  th e  Radio C om m ission  p re tty  s e v e re ly  e s ­
p e c ia lly  Adm iral B u llard . 41
H e n d e rso n 's  a n sw e r w as th a t
I c e r ta in ly  am and  I am  going to  c r i t ic iz e  ev ery  move 
th ey  m ake th a t  I th in k  sh o u ld  be c r i t ic iz e d  ju s t  so  long  a s  
I am  d en ied  w hat th ey  a re  g iv ing  to  o th e r s , o r w hat th ey  
h av e  g iv en  to  o th e r s — UNLIMITED POWER to  c e r ta in  s e c tio n s  
and  VERY LIMITED POWER to  o th e r  s e c t io n s . ^
H en d erso n  w rote:
There w as no in te n tio n  on our p a rt n o t to  work w ith  the  
F ed era l Radio C om m ission  in  our u s in g  th e  3000 w a t ts .  I t  
w as n o t though t o f in  th a t  w ay . W e w ere  ren d erin g  th e  s e r ­
v ic e  and n o t hu rting  anyone and  we h ad  am ple tim e to  m ake 
any  c h an g e  to  h id e  th e  w a tta g e  w e w ere  u s in g  w hen th e  Radio 
In sp e c to r  c a l le d .  43
L ater he d is c u s s e d  th is  m a tte r  fu rther:
. . . W e d o n 't  c a re  to  ju s t  b ro a d c a s t to  S h revepo rt and 
C ad d o  P a r is h . W e w an t s u f f ic ie n t  pow er to  be h e a rd  th ro u g h ­
ou t th e  U n ited  S t a t e s . W e w an t WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN GIVING 
TO THE OTHER FELLOW. Is  i t  f a ir  to  h av e  UNLIMITED WATTAGE 
g iv en  to  one lo c a li ty  and  VERY LIMITED WATTAGE to  an o th e r 
lo c a l i ty ?  I s  i t  fa ir  for KDKA, P ittsb u rg h , P a . , to  hav e  3 0 ,0 0 0  
w a tts  —  p ra c t ic a l ly  a s  much w a tta g e  a s  th e  e le v e n  Southern  
S ta te s ?  — and  to  be on a  w ave len g th  by i t s e l f ? 44
41 Joseph  E . R ansdell l e t t e r  to  W . K. H en d erso n , d a te d  S ep tem ber 3, 
1926. C ite d  in  KWKH's F igh t fo r a  Square  D e a l , p .  18.
4V  K. H en d erso n , le t te r  to  S en a to r Jo sep h  E . R a n sd e ll, d a te d  
S ep tem ber 6 , 1927. C ite d  in  KWKH's F igh t for a  Square  D e a l, p .  3 0 .
4 3 w . K. H enderson  le t te r  to  S e n a to r Jo sep h  E . R ansde ll d a te d  
S ep tem ber 1, 1927. C ite d  in  KWKH's F igh t for a  Square  D e a l, p .  8 .
4 4 w . K. H en d erso n , le t t e r  to  S en a to r Jo sep h  E . R an sd e ll d a te d  
S ep tem ber 6 , 1927. C ite d  in  KWKH's F igh t for a  Square  D e a l , p . 39 .
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W hile  H e n d erso n  c o n tin u e d  h is  fig h t fo r w h a t he  c la im e d  w as h is  
rig h tfu l p la c e  on th e  a i r w a v e s , he  h ad  to  d e fe n d  h is  s ta t io n  a g a in s t  th e  
c h a rg e  o f u s in g  o n ly  phonog raph  re c o rd s  fo r b ro a d c a s t in g . The F e d e ra l 
Radio C o m m iss io n  i s s u e d  th e  o rd e r w h ich  w a s  d is c u s s e d  e a r l ie r  in  th e  
c h a p te r .  The o rd e r re a d
. . . th e  fa i lu re  c le a r ly  to  a n n o u n ce  th e  n a tu re  of su c h  
b ro a d c a s tin g  (m ec h an ica l rep ro d u c tio n s )  i s  In som e in s ta n c e s  
w ork ing  w hat i s  in  e f fe c t  a  frau d  upon  th e  l is te n in g  p u b lic .
The C o m m issio n  th e re fo re  h e re b y  o rd e rs  th a t  e f fe c t iv e  A ugust 21,
19 27, a l l  b ro a d c a s ts  of m u sic  perfo rm ed  th rough  th e  a g e n c y  
of m e c h a n ic a l re p ro d u c tio n s  s h a l l  be  ^  e a r ly  a n n o u n ce d  a s  
s u c h  w ith  th e  an n o u n cem en t o f e a c h  a n d  e v e ry  num ber th u s  
b ro a d c a s t  . . . . ^
H en d erso n  to ld  th e  C o m m issio n  th a t  h e  w ould  n e v e r  g u a ra n te e  to  
m ake w e a th e r  r e p o r ts , b ro a d c a s t  b a s e b a l l  n e w s , a d v is e  a b o u t h igh  w a te r  
s t a g e s ,  or m ake an y  th in g  a  re g u la r  p a r t  of program m ing , a lth o u g h  h e  w as 
n o t a d v e rs e  to  p re s e n tin g  any  of th o se  th in g s .  He m a in ta in e d  th a t  pro* 
gram m lng sh o u ld  be  a t  th e  d is c re t io n  o f th e  ow ner o f th e  s ta t io n  an d  th e  
l i s t e n e r s .  F u rtherm ore , he  s ta te d  th a t  he  d id  n o t in te n d  to  s c h e d u le  a 
g roup  of a r t i s t s  fo r h is  s ta t io n  m ere ly  to  r e c e iv e  p e rm iss io n  fo r a  pow er 
in c re a s e  g ra n t . H is  c o n te n tio n  w a s  th a t  KWKH sh o u ld  h a v e  an  in c re a s e  
in  p o w er for w h a te v e r  p rog ram s th a t  he  m igh t c a re  to  u se  an d  th a t  he  
m ight b e lie v e  to  be in  th e  in te r e s t  o f th e  l is te n in g  p u b l ic .  He d e c la re d
F ed e ra l Radio C o m m iss io n , G e n e ra l O rder 16 , A ugust 9 , 1927 . 
C ite d  in  S upp lem en t t o th e  S eco n d  A nnual R eport o f th e  F ed e ra l Radio 
C o m m issio n  (W a sh in g to n , D . C . :  U n ited  S ta te s  G overnm ent P rin tin g  
O ff ic e , 1928), p .  41 .
56
th a t  th e  ra d io  s ta t io n  w as "n ev e r In te n d e d  to  p le a s e  th e  C o m m iss io n , bu t 
th e  l i s t e n e r s .
T h is b e lie f  th a t  h e  w as f re e  to  u s e  th e  s ta t io n  a t  h is  d is c re t io n  w a s  
c o n tra ry  to  th e  "p u b lic  in te r e s t"  c la u s e  o f  th e  C o m m issio n  a s  i t  h a s  b e en  
in te rp re te d  a t  v a rio u s  t im e s .  O n January  22, 1949 , W ayne C o y , F e d e ra l 
C o m m u n ica tio n  C o m m issio n  C h a irm a n , s t a te d  th e  fo llo w in g  p r in c ip le  in  
a n  a d d re s s  a t  th e  Y ale  Law  S c h o o l.
The r ig h t o f th e  p u b lic  to  ra d io  s e rv ic e  i s  su p e r io r  to  th e  
r ig h t o f an y  in d iv id u a l to  u s e  th e  e th e r .  The le g is la t iv e  
h is to ry  o f th e  Radio Act o f 1927 c le a r ly  in d ic a te s  th a t  "C o n g re ss  
in te n d e d  th a t  rad io  s ta t io n s  s h a l l  n o t be  u s e d  fo r th e  p r iv a te  
in te r e s t ,  w h im s, o r c a p r ic e s  Q t th e  p a r t ic u la r  p e rs o n s  W io 
h a v e  b een  g ra n te d  l i c e n s e s .
A nother th e o ry  of p u b lic  in te r e s t  h e ld  by th e  C o m m issio n  w h ich  w as in  d i s ­
ag re em e n t w ith  H e n d e rs o n 's  p o lic y  fo llo w s;
Radio s ta t io n s  m ust be  re s p o n s iv e  to  th e  n e e d s  an d  in te r ­
e s t s  o f th e  co m m u n itie s  in  w h ich  th e y  a re  lo c a te d .  To th is  
e n d , th e  C o m m iss io n  h a s  fa v o re d  lo c a l  o w n e rsh ip  o f s t a t io n s ,
in te g ra tio n  o f o w n e rsh ip  a n d  m an ag em en t, a n d  lo c a l  l iv e  p ro -  
48g ra m s .
A lthough th e  C o m m issio n  p re fe rre d  " lo c a l l iv e  p rogram s ” ab o v e  p la y ­
ing  phonog raph  re c o rd s  on  ra d io , H en d erso n  c o n tin u e d  to  u s e  re c o rd s  a s  
th e  m ain form o f e n te r ta in m e n t. He e n jo y e d  H a w a iia n  m u s ic , G o lden
4*>W. K. H e n d e rso n , l e t t e r  to  Judffp - E . O . S y k e s , d a te d  S ep tem b er 
15 , 1927 . C i te d  in  KWKH's F ioh t fo r a  8 q u a re  D e a l , p .  8 .
4 ?G irau d  C h e s te r  a n d  G a rn e t R. G a rr is o n , R adio a n d  T e le v is io n .
An In tro d u c tio n  (N ew  York: A p p le to n -C e n tu ry -C ro f ts , I n c . ,  1950), p .  111 .
48Ib id . . pp. 111-112.
S l ip p e r s . an d  End of a  P e r fe c t D ay . H o w ev er, h is  fa v o r ite  re c o rd  w as
M arion  T a l ly 's  s in g in g  o f th e  I ta l ia n  S tre e t  Song w h ich  o f te n  h e  p la y e d
on  th e  a i r .  He w ould  p la y  th e  b e g in n in g , s to p  th e  p a n a tro p e , an d  ta lk
to  th e  l i s t e n e r s .  " I s n 't  th a t  g o o d ? ” he  w ou ld  a s k .  "If i t  w a s n 't ,  th e y
w o u ld n 't  c a n  i t  I ” Then h e  w ou ld  p la y  th e  re c o rd  in  i t s  e n tir e ty  a n d  ta lk
49a b o u t how  m uch he  e n jo y e d  i t .
H en d erso n  b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  R adio  Act o f 1927 fa v o re d  th e  c h a in  
rad io  s ta t io n s  by p e rm ittin g  them  a l l  th e  fav o re d  w a v e le n g th s .  B e ca u se  
th e  C o m m issio n  re fu s e d  to  g ra n t KWKH a d d it io n a l  p o w er a n d  b e c a u s e  th a t  
body c a l le d  him  to  W a sh in g to n  a t  l e a s t  th re e  tim e s  to  d e fe n d  h is  s ta t io n  
in  h e a r in g s , ' ’0 H e n d e rso n  o f te n  s a id  on th e  a i r ,  "The d a m n e d  C o m m issio n  
w a n ts  u s  to  go  dow n in  the c e l la r  a n d  w h is p e r .
In  1929 H en d erso n  b eg an  an  e d ito r ia l  c am p a ig n  o v e r KWKH in  o p ­
p o s i t io n  to  th e  r i s e  of c h a in  s to re s  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s .  H e c o n s id e re d
h im s e lf  f ig h tin g  a g a in s t  " th e  m en ace  o f m onopoly  a s  r e p re s e n te d  by a b s e n -
52te e  o w n e rsh ip  a n d  th e  c h a in  s to re  s y s t e m .” T h is s e c o n d  b a t t le  w h ich  
w as to  l a s t  a s  lo n g  a s  h e  ow ned  th e  s ta t io n  b eg an  w hen  P h ilip  L ie b e r , 
P re s id e n t  o f th e  S h re v ep o rt M u tu a l B uilding an d  L oan A s s o c ia t io n , * a d e
^ T h e  C a r te r  H e n d e rso n  In te rv ie w  o f 1959 .
50O n A ugust 16, 1927 , in  F eb ruary  1929 , a n d  in  S e p tem b er 1930 
H e n d erso n  d e fe n d e d  h is  s ta t io n  in  h e a r in g s . T his to p ic  i s  d e v e lo p e d  
la t e r  in  th is  c h a p te r .
51The C a r te r  H e n d e rso n  In te rv ie w  o f 1957 .
a s p e e c h  o v e r  KWKH e n t i t le d ,  "The M e n a c e  o f th e  C h a in  S to re .
A dop ting  th e  t i t l e  o f th is  s p e e c h ,  H e n d e rso n  to ld  h is  l i s t e n e r s  th a t  
c h a in  s to r e s  w e re  n o t ta x e d ; th e y  o w n ed  no  p ro p e rty ; th e y  o n ly  p a id  r e n t .  
H e s a id  th a t  m oney w h ic h  th e y  c o l le c te d  w a s  d e p o s i te d  in  a  lo c a l  b an k  
a n d  s e n t  E a s t  to  th e  a b s e n te e  o w n e r s . B e c a u se  o f  th i s  f a c t  c h a in  s to r e s  
c o n tr ib u te d  n o th in g  to  th e  c o m m u n itie s  in  w h ich  th e y  w ere  l o c a te d .  In  
c o n t r a s t ,  hom e tow n  m e rc h a n ts  o w n ed  p ro p e r ty , p a id  t a x e s ,  s u p p o r te d  
lo c a l  c h a r i t i e s ,  in v e s te d  th e i r  m oney  lo c a l ly ,  a n d  r e ta in e d  th e i r  m oney  
in  th e  c o m m u n ity . C a ll in g  on  l i s t e n e r s  to  r i s e  up  a n d  su p p o r t th e i r  hom e 
tow n  m e rc h a n ts , H e n d e rso n  d e v o te d  h is  tim e  a n d  th e  tim e  o f h is  s ta t io n  
to  th is  f ig h t a g a in s t  th e  c h a in  s to re  s y s te m .
E d ito rs  of N a t io n 's  B u s in e s s  w ro te  c o n c e rn in g  H e n d e rs o n 's  f ig h t .
An o u ts ta n d in g  f ig h te r  in  th e  w ar of w o rd s i s  W . K.
H e n d e rso n , o f  S h re v e p o r t, w ho o p e ra te s  a  b ro a d c a s t in g  
s ta t io n  to  c ry  o u t a g a in s t  th e  " m e n a c e "  o f  th e  c h a in s .  H e 
is  o rg a n iz in g  a  r e t a i l e r s  p ro te c tiv e  a s s o c ia t io n  o f a  s o r t  
know n a s  th e  M in u te  M en  a n d  a s s e r t s  t h a t  m ore th a n  h a lf  
th e  s t a t e s  h a v e  o rg a n iz e d  re g io n a l u n i ts  o f th e  M in u te  M e n , ^
In  th e  sa m e  i s s u e  o f th e  m a g a z in e  w a s  a  p ic tu re  o f H e n d e rso n  a b o v e  th e  
fo llo w in g  c a p t io n .  "H e llo  W o rld . T h is  i s  W . K. H e n d e rso n  w ho c a s t i ­
g a te s  c h a in s  v ia  S ta tio n  KWKH, S h re v e p o rt a n d  ta k e s  m ail o r d e r s . " 5**
T hroughou t th e  y e a r  o f 1930 N a t io n 's  B u s in e s s  p r in te d  e d i to r ia l s  a n d
5 3I b l d . , p p .  7 1 -7 7 .
5 ^The A ntony In te rv ie w  o f  1957 .
^ 5 "As th e  B u s in e s s  W orld  W a g s , " N a t io n 's  B u s in e s s , XVIII (A pril, 
1930 ), 11 .
56N a t io n 's  B u s in e s s .  XVIII (A pril, 19 3 0 ), 28 .
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a r t i c l e s  c o n c e rn in g  c h a in  s t o r e s .  O ne e d i to r ia l  d i s c u s s e d  th e  w ar on 
c h a in  s to r e s  a s  re p o r te d  from  a d o z e n  b a t t l e f r o n t s . At l e a s t  tw e n ty  
s t a t e s  h a d  o rg a n iz e d  to  c o m b a t c h a in s .  In  N e b ra s k a  1200 m em bers 
w ere  g ro u p ed  to g e th e r .  In  s e v e ra l  c i t i e s  in  K en tucky  a n d  G e o rg ia  n e w s ­
p a p e rs  s u p p o r te d  th e  f ig h t fo r in d e p e n d e n t m e rc h a n ts .  H o w ev e r, th e  
o rg a n iz a t io n s  o f r e ta i l  m e rc h a n ts  d id  n o t e n te r  in to  th e  c o m p e ti t io n . 
A cco rd in g  to  th is  s o u rc e ,  th e  f in a l  r e fe re e  w o u ld  b e  th e  c u s to m e r .
In  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th i s  f ig h t a g a in s t  c h a in  s t o r e s ,  H e n d e rso n  
c a r r ie d  on  a  ru n n in g  b a t t le  w ith  C la re n c e  S a u n d e rs , o r ig in a to r  o f th e  
P ig g ly  W ig g ly  S to re s ,  w ho l iv e d  in  M e m p h is , T en n essee .® ®  H e in v i te d  
s p e a k e r s  to  v o ic e  th e i r  v ie w p o in ts  c o n c e rn in g  o p p o s i t io n  to  m o n o p o lie s .
In  a d d it io n ,  H e n d e rso n  o r ig in a te d  M e rc h a n t 's  M in u te  M e n , w h ic h  a c c o rd ­
ing  to  C a r te r  H e n d e rso n , h ire d  m en to  t ra v e l  th ro u g h o u t th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
to  buy  a n d  w e ig h  p ro d u c ts  w h ich  w ere  p a c k a g e d  in  c h a in  s t o r e s . An a g e n t 
w o u ld  e n te r  a  c h a in  S to re , p u rc h a s e  a  f iv e  p o u n d  s a c k  o f s to r e -p a c k a g e d  
s u g a r  o r som e o th e r  co m m o d ity . The m an w o u ld  th e n  w e ig h  th e  su g a r; 
o f te n  h e  d is c o v e re d  th a t  th e  w e ig h t w a s  s h o r t  o f th e  f iv e  p o u n d s he  h a d  
p a id  fo r . N ex t h e  re p o r te d  h is  f in d in g s  to  h e a d q u a r te r s  in  S h re v e p o rt w h e re  
H e n d e rso n  p ro m p tly  d i s c u s s e d  th em  on  th e 1 a i r .
L is te n ,  I ' l l  t e l l  yo u  o f a  s to re  in  ( c i ty ,  s t a t e ) ,  th a t  s o ld  
my m an fou r p o u n d s a n d  tw e lv e  o u n c e s  o f  s u g a r  fo r th e  p r ic e
®^"As th e  B u s in e s s  W orld  W a g s , " o p .  c l t . . p .  11 .
5®The C a r te r  H e n d e rso n  In te rv ie w  o f  1 9 59 .
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of fiv e  p o u n d s . The man who s o ld  th a t  su g a r  i s  a  th ie f .
If  i t  i s n 't  tru e , why d o n 't  th e y  a r r e s t  m e?^®
It w as rep o rte d  th a t H en d erso n  w ould b ro a d c a s t a  p e rs o n 's  nam e, g ive  
h is  hom e a d d re s s  and  h is  te lep h o n e  num ber, an d  l i s t  th e  o f fe n s e s  a g a in s t  
h im , su c h  a s  th e  exam ple  c i te d  a b o v e . A nother p h a se  of th is  b a tt le  c o n ­
c e rn e d  p ack a g in g  sm all c a n s  of fo o d stu ff  e s p e c ia l ly  for c h a in  s to r e s ,  
om itting  th e  m ention  o f s iz e  on th e  l a b e l .  I t a p p e a rs  th a t H en d erso n  
f e l t  i t  h is  du ty  to  Inform  c u s to m e rs  th a t  a lth o u g h  th ey  p a id  l e s s  for th e  
p ro d u ct in  th e  c h a in  s to r e s ,  th e y  a ls o  re c e iv e d  l e s s .  C o n cern in g  p e rso n s  
who o m itted  th e  s iz e  of c a n s  or w eigh t o f a  p roduct on th e  la b e l ,  the  
c ru s a d e r  w ould  s a y ,  “He is  a  c ro o k . “ He to ld  h is  l i s te n e r s  to  te lep h o n e  
th a t  p e rso n  and  te l l  him  to  su e  H e n d e rso n . "H e know s w hat is  go ing  o n , " 
H enderson  s a id .  "H e is  try in g  to  show  a  p ro fit."® ^  T hus, th is  man did  
ev ery th in g  h e  co u ld  to  m ake p eo p le  c o n sc io u s  of th e  s iz e  of c a n s  th ey  
b ou g h t. For ex am p le , a  fam ous so a p  an d  a  w ell know n c h o c o la te  can d y  
re c e iv e d  s p e c ia l  a tte n tio n  for m aking tw o s iz e s  o f th e ir  p ro d u c ts .
A nother a s p e c t  of c h a in  s to re  o p e ra tio n  cam e to  th e  fo refron t in  
H e n d e rso n 's  c a m p a ig n . The s to r e s ' m anagem ent c o n tra c te d  w ith  a  m anu­
fa c tu r in g  p la n t to  buy th e  e n tire  ou tpu t for one  s e a s o n . The p ro d u ct w as 
to  be la b e le d  w ith  th e  c h a in  s to re  b rand  nam e by th e  a g re e m e n t. H enderson  
b eg g ed  th o se  ow ners no t to  s e l l  e n tire ly  to  c h a in  s to r e s ,  b e c a u se  w hen the
^®The C a r te r  H enderson  In te rv iew  o f 1959.
®®The C a r te r  H enderson  In te rv iew  of 1959.
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o w n e r no  lo n g e r  s u p p l ie d  th e  r e g u la r  c u s to m e r s ,  th e  o r ig in a l  n am e w a s
l o s t  a n d  th a t  t r a d e  t a k e n ,  le a v in g  th e  p la n t  a t  th e  m ercy  o f  th e  c h a in
fi Is t o r e s .  D u rin g  h i s  c a m p a ig n  a g a in s t  c h a in  s t o r e s ,  H e n d e rs o n  s p o k e
u rg e n tly  th ro u g h  th e  m ic ro p h o n e  o f  h i s  b r o a d c a s t in g  s t a t i o n .
I ' l l  t e l l  y o u  w h a t I 'm  d o in g , — I 'm  e x p o s in g  th e  s h o r t  
w e ig h t  t r ic k e r y  o f  t h e s e  c o n te m p tib le  d a y l ig h t  b u r g la r s ,  
th e  C h a in  s t o r e s .  I 'm  te a c h in g  th e  p e o p le  th a t  i t  t a k e s  
s ix t e e n  o u n c e s  to  m ak e  a  p o u n d . W a k e  u p , p e o p le  1 O p en  
y o u r  e y e s  1 E v en  a  p u p p y  h a s  i t s  e y e s  o p e n  w h e n  i t ' s  n in e  
d a y s  o ld .  You o u g h t to  h a v e  e n o u g h  s e n s e  in  y o u r  h e e l  to  
know  th a t  y o u  c a n 't  g iv e  y o u r  m oney  to  o u t s id e  c h a in s  a n d  
a t  th e  sa m e  tim e  k e e p  i t  a t  h o m e .
H e n d e rs o n  fo rm a lly  o r g a n iz e d  th i s  f ig h t  w h en  h e  m a ile d  in v i ta t io n s  
to  3 5 ,0 0 0  m em b ers  o f th e  M e rc h a n t M in u te  M en  a n d  to  2 0 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  in  
la b o r  u n io n  o rg a n iz a t io n s  to  a t t e n d  a  c o n v e n t io n  p la n n e d  fo r O c to b e r  21 
th ro u g h  23 , 1 930 , a t  th e  S h re v e p o r t M u n ic ip a l  A u d i t o r i u m . D e l e g a t e s  
w ho  a t te n d e d  e l e c t e d  H e n d e rs o n  a s  th e  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t  a n d  d e s ig n a te d  
KWKH a s  th e  " m o u th p ie c e  o f  in d e p e n d e n t  th o u g h t. M M e m b e rsh ip  d u e s  
w e re  tw e lv e  d o l la r s  p e r  y e a r .  O f t h i s  am o u n t 75 p e r  c e n t  w a s  to  b e  r e ­
tu rn e d  to  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  s t a t e  o r g a n iz a t io n s . T here  i s  n o  a v a i la b le  
re c o rd  c o n c e rn in g  th e  e x p e n d i tu r e s . Am ong th e  s p e a k e r s  fo r  th e  e v e n t  
w e re  F orm er G o v e rn o r C h a r le s  H . B rough o f  A rk a n s a s ,  G o v e rn o r H u ey  P . 
Long o f  L o u is ia n a ,  M a y o r  L . E . T hom as o f  S h re v e p o r t ,  a n d  H e n d e r s o n .
61 I b id .
6 2M a y , o p . c i t . , p . 5 7 .
^ S h r e v e p o r t  J o u rn a l . O c to b e r  4 , 1 9 3 0 .
6 ^ S h re v e p o rt J o u rn a l, O c to b e r  2 2 , 1 9 3 0 .
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C C
Among p la c e s  o f I n te r e s t  v i s i t e d  by d e le g a te s  w a s  ra d io  s ta t io n  KWKH. J
M ay  a p p e a rs  to  be  c o m p le te ly  a c c u ra te  w hen  s h e  d e s c r ib e d  
H e n d e rso n : " In  th e o ry  a n d  p r a c t ic e  h e  i s  a lw a y s  a  m an o f a c t i o n . You 
a re  n e v e r  le f t  in  d o u b t a s  to  h is  s ta n d  on  an y  i s s u e .
In  a d d it io n  to  H e n d e rs o n 's  s u c c e s s io n  o f  e d i to r ia l  c a m p a ig n s  a n d  
th e  r e q u e s t  p ro g ram s o f re c o rd e d  m u s ic , S ta tio n  KWKH p re s e n te d  to  
l i s t e n e r s  a  v a r ie ty  o f p ro g ram s a t  d i f fe re n t  t im e s . T here  w e re  no  re g u la r ly  
s c h e d u le d  p ro g ram s s u c h  a s  m o d e rn -d a y  l i s t e n e r s  h a v e  com e to  e x p e c t .
As l a t e  a s  1932 th e  S h re v e p o rt Jo u rn a l , th e  d a i ly  a f te rn o o n  n e w s p a p e r , 
d id  n o t p r in t  KWKH p ro g ra m s . O c c a s io n a l ly  o n e  m ay f in d  a  n e w s  ite m  
c o n c e rn in g  so m e  p rog ram  w h ich  w a s  s c h e d u le d  to  a p p e a r  o r  w h ic h  h a d  
a lre a d y  b e e n  p r e s e n te d .  O n S e p tem b er 23 , 1925 , a  n e w s  s to ry  in  th e  
S h re v e p o rt Tournal re p o r te d  a  m u s ic a l  p rogram  p re s e n te d  on  W e d n e sd a y  
n ig h t by th e  D odd C o lle g e  c h o ra l  g ro u p . The p rog ram  o r ig in a te d  a t  
K ennonw ood, th e  W . K. H e n d e rso n  Iro n  W orks a n d  S u p p ly  C o m p an y  ra d io  
s ta t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  h o u rs  o f  9 :00  th ro u g h  10:30 o 'c lo c k .  D r. a n d  M rs .
M . E . D odd  h a d  a c c o m p a n ie d  th e  g i r l s  to  K ennonw ood .
H e n d e rso n  s a id  th a t  h e  b e l ie v e d  th a t  p rog ram m ing  s h o u ld  be  d o n e  
a t  th e  d is c r e t io n  o f  th e  s ta t io n  o w n e r , k e e p in g  th e  l i s t e n e r  in  m in d .
®**KWKH w a s  now  know n a s  th e  " H e llo  W o rld  B ro a d c a s tin g  S ta t io n .  " 
T h is o rg a n iz a t io n  f i le d  c h a r te r  in  th e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  of S ta te  on  
S e p te m b e r 9 , 1 9 29 . In c o rp o ra to rs  n am ed  in  th e  a r t i c l e s  w e re  W . K. 
H e n d e rs o n , W . E . A n to n y , W . P . L eo n a rd , a n d  M rs . W . K. H e n d e rs o n , 
a l l  o f  S h re v e p o r t, L o u is ia n a .
66M ay,  o p .  c i t . , p .  48 .
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B e ca u se  h e  b e lie v e d  th a t  a  s ta t io n  s h o u ld  p le a s e  th e  l i s t e n e r s ,  from  
19 26 u n til  1927 h e  r e fu s e d  to  a d v e r t i s e ,  s t a t in g  th a t  KWKH h a d  go n e  
on  th e  a ir  to  p le a s e  i t s  o w n er an d  to  g iv e  p le a s u re  to  l i s t e n e r s  w ith o u t 
c o s t  to  th e m . H e w ro te , "W e s e l l  o u r g o o d s a n d  o u r w a re s  th ro u g h  ou r 
r e g u la r  a p p o in te d  a g e n t s . A d v e r tis in g  is  n o t re fe r re d  to  o v e r th is  
s t a t i o n .
H e n d e rs o n 's  v ie w p o in t on  a d v e r t is in g  w a s  in  a g re e m e n t w ith  m any 
o th e r  b r o a d c a s te r s .  In  1929 th e  N a tio n a l A s s o c ia t io n  of B ro a d c a s te rs  
in s e r te d  in  th e i r  C o d e  th e  p ro v is io n  th a t  a f te r  6 :00  p .  m . , co m m erc ia l 
p ro g ram s o n ly  o f  " g o o d -w ill  ty p e "  w ere  to  be  b r o a d c a s t .  From 7:00 to
6 811:00  p .  m . no co m m erc ia l a n n o u n c e m e n ts  o f  a n y  s o r t  w e re  to  b e  m a d e .
By 19 28 th e  s ta t io n  w as c a rry in g  som e a d v e r t is e m e n ts .  A cco rd in g  
to  A n tony , am ong th e  a d v e r t is e r s  w a s  a n  In d ia n  C h ie f ,  c a l le d  Big C h ie f ,  
w ho l iv e d  a t  K ennonw ood a n d  a d v e r t is e d  W a sh in g to n  a n d  O reg o n  S ta te  
a p p le s .  "Big C h ie f "  w a s  a  r e a l  In d ia n  C h ie f  w ho h a d  a  g o o d  e d u c a t io n  
a n d  a lw a y s  d r e s s e d  a s  a n  In d ia n . A pple  g ro w e rs  from  W a sh in g to n  an d  
O regon  p a id  h is  s a l a r y .  T h e se  a p p le  g ro w e rs  p a id  H e n d e rso n  fo r th e  tim e  
th e y  u s e d  on  th e  s ta t io n  fo r a d v e r t is in g  p u r p o s e s .  "Big C h ie f "  a lw a y s  
h a d  c r a te s  o f  a p p le s  a t  K ennonw ood w h ic h  h e  g a v e  aw ay  to  v is i to r s  a n d  
s ta t io n  p e r s o n n e l .  B etw een  th e  y e a r s  1928 a n d  1930 a  p e c a n  co m p an y
®7W . K. H e n d e rso n , l e t t e r  to  S e n a to r  Jo se p h  E . R a n s d e ll ,  d a te d  
S e p tem b er 6 , 1927 . C i te d  in  KWKH's F ig h t fo r a  S q u are  D e a l , p .  8 .
6 ® C h este r a n d  G a r r is o n , o p . c l t . . p .  2 5 . The b e g in n in g s  o f a d ­
v e r t is in g  by  ra d io  w ere  su rv e y e d  in  C h a p te r  I o f  th is  s tu d y .
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a d v e r t is e d  p e ca n  tre e s  over KWKH. In re tu rn  H enderson  re c e iv e d  a
p e rc e n ta g e  of the  m oney re c e iv e d  fo r th e  s a le  of th e  t r e e s  in  re s p o n se
to  a d v e r t is in g . W illa rd  S tom ach T ab le ts  w ere  a d v e r t is e d  ov e r th e  
6 9s ta t io n .  At d iffe ren t tim es v a rio u s  books w ere  a d v e r t is e d . Among 
th o se  books w as one w ritten  by M argery  Land M ay , H e llo  W orld  H e n d e rso n . 
The M an Behind th e  M ik e . 1930. C a r te r  H en d erso n  s a id  th a t  re c e n tly  he 
found  in  h is  p o s s e s s io n s  a  ra te  c a rd  of KWKH for the  y e a r  1930. The 
ra te  l i s te d  w as $600 p e r  hour, an  enorm ous c h a rg e  for th a t d a te .
KWKH becam e n o ted  fo r i ts  H ello  W orld C o ffee  w hich  c o u ld  be 
se c u re d  on ly  through d ire c t o rder to  the  s t a t io n . A lthough o v er a  m illion  
pounds w ere  so ld  a t one d o lla r  p e r  pound  w hen co ffee  c o u ld  be p u rc h a se d  
a t  any  lo c a l  g ro ce r for e ig h t c e n ts ,  th e  s a le  cam e ab o u t q u ite  by a c c id e n t .  
Antony s a id  th a t o ften  w h ile  H enderson  s a t  b e fo re  a m icrophone ta lk in g  
o v e r th e  a i r ,  he  re q u e s te d  som eone nearby  to  bring  him  a  cup  o f co ffee  
to  d rin k . W hen th e  c p ffe e  w as p la c e d  befo re  h im , he  p a u se d  to  s ip  and  
th en  to ld  h is  l i s te n e r s  ab o u t th e  "doggone good  c o f fe e . H A num ber o f 
l i s te n e r s  in q u ired  ab o u t how  th ey  co u ld  g e t som e of th e  sam e c o ffe e . 
H enderson  in s tru c te d  th e  D iam onds C o ffee  M ill, c o n n e c te d  w ith  H ick s 
G rocery  C om pany in  S h rev ep o rt, to  p rep a re  a  few  pounds o f th e  s p e c ia l  
b len d  w h ich  he  u s e d , p a c k a g e  it  in  a  t in ,  p u t in  a  p ic tu re  of H enderson
and  la b e l  i t  "H ello  W orld C o ffe e . "  Then th e  b ro a d c a s te r  to ld  h is  l i s te n e r s
s'
®®When C a r te r  H enderson  a tte n d e d  a  re c e n t c o n v en tio n  in  New  York, 
h e  m et M r. W illa rd  who i s  now  an  ag ed  m an . W illa rd  to ld  H en d erso n  
th a t  h e  c o n tin u e s  to  a d v e r tis e  h is  p ro d u ct on KWKH.
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th a t i f  th ey  w ere in te re s te d  in  sam p lin g  the  c o ffe e  to  se n d  a  d o lla r .  The
d o lla rs  pou red  in  and  H en d erso n  found h im se lf  in  the  co ffee  b u s in e s s  in 
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1928.
KWKH b ro a d c a s t lo c a l  ta le n t  w h en ev er performs r s  cam e to  Kennon­
w ood . W hen th e  s ta t io n  re c e iv e d  c r i t ic is m  for i ts  fa ilu re  to  p re s e n t  num er­
o u s  l iv e  p ro g ram s, H enderson  c o n te n d e d  th a t  the  lo c a l i ty  sh o u ld  be tak e n  
in to  c o n s id e ra tio n . S in ce  KWKH w as lo c a te d  aw ay  from S h rev ep o rt, ta le n t  
w as d iff ic u lt to  sc h e d u le  in  su f f ic ie n t  num bers to  su p p ly  co n tin u o u s e n te r ­
ta in m e n t. He f e l t  th a t  i t  w ould be an  e a s y  m a tte r  for a  c h a in  s ta t io n  to
p re s e n t  l iv e  ta le n t  b e c a u se  th e  m ajor s ta t io n s  w ere lo c a te d  n e a r  the
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e n te rta in m e n t c e n te r s .
Among perform ers who a p p e a re d  w ith  som e re g u la r ity  on the  s ta t io n
72w ere  Jimmy D av is  an d  Jam es E nlow . In  1929, a  c e r ta in  "Aunt Jod ie"  
p re s e n te d  a  program  d e s ig n e d  to  a p p ea l to  wom en l i s t e n e r s .  This program  
in c lu d e d  su c h  fe a tu re s  a s  s to r ie s  ab o u t p o l i t i c s ,  th e  hom e, and  th e  c h u rc h . 
Aunt Jod ie  w as a  m ilita n t ty p e  p e rso n  w hose  program  re f le c te d  h e r  t a s t e s . 7 ** 
For m u sica l e n te r ta in m e n t th e  Dodd C o lle g e  C h o ir  and  th e  M a rsh a ll , T exas 
c h o ir  o ften  sa n g  a t  th e  s ta tio n . A ccording  to  G unn ing , an  Eskim o p ia n is t
7fiThe Antony In te rv iew  of 1958.
71W . K. H en d erso n , KWKH's F igh t for a  Square  D e a l , p .  2B.
7 ^According to  A ntony, H en d erso n  s e n t  th e s e  tw o perfo rm ers to  
C h ica g o  to  m ake th e ir  f i r s t  re c o rd in g , “W ay O ut on th e  M o u n ta in . "
7^The Antony In te rv iew  of 1958.
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who had  w ritten  a book on Eskim o l i f e ,  Sim eon O liv e r, v is i te d  Kennonwood 
o c c a s io n a lly  and  p lay ed  th e  p iano  for se v e ra l p ro g ram s.
On Septem ber 6 , 1927, H enderson  w rote a  l e t te r  to  S ena to r R ansdell 
concern ing  program s.
W e have b ro a d c a s t S enato r B ro u ssard 's  s p e e c h e s , Huey 
P . L ong 's s p e e c h e s , C ham ber of C om m erce program s. D octor 
G eo . S . S ex ton , P re s id e n t of C e n te m a ry  C o lleg e ; w e h ad  th e  
e n tire  m usica l crow d of M a rsh a ll , T e x a s , co lleg e ; we have  
had  a  lo t  of trav e lin g  a r t i s t s .  M r. Art G illiam , the  w h isp e r­
ing  p ia n is t  w as w ith  us very  rec en tly ; th e  w h isp erin g  vagabond ,
M r. H unter, we had  a  few  n ig h ts  ago; M rs . C h a rle s  
M rtsenhelm er, a  n o ted  m u sic ian  of E as t T ex as , we h ad  ju s t  
l a s t  w e e k .7^
This le t te r  In d ic a te s  th a t KWKH b ro a d c a s t a w ide sco p e  of p ro g ram s. 
H enderson  m entioned sp e e c h e s  by two p o l i t ic ia n s . KWKH w as o ften  
u til iz e d  by p o lit ic ia n s  or p e rso n s  sp e ak in g  in  favor of a  p o l i t ic ia n . 
H enderson w as a  p e rso n a l friend  of H uey P . Long, when he w as G overnor 
of L o u is ia n a . In 1929 he p la c e d  a t G overnor L ong 's d is p o s a l  th e  f a c i l i ­
t ie s  of KWKH for p o lit ic a l  ra l l ie s  and  sp e e c h e s  d e s ig n ed  to  se c u re  p o lit ic a l  
support from th e  p eo p le  in L o u is ia n a . S om etim es, th e  G overnor spoke  for 
an  hour or m ore, o ften  by rem ote con tro l from h is  bedroom  in  th e  G overno r's  
M ansion  in  Baton Rouge or from h is  h o te l room . On S eptem ber 2, 1931, 
G overnor Long m ade a rad io  ap p ea l to  the  farm ers o f th e  Southern S ta te s  
to  support h is  cu rren t cam paign  to  p ro h ib it co tto n  grow ing th e  fo llow ing
74W . K. H enderson , le t te r  to  S enato r Joseph  E . R an sd e ll, d a ted  
Septem ber 6 , 1927. C ite d  in  KWKH's F ight for a  Square D e a l, p . 27.
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y e a r  in  o rd e r to  s ta b i l iz e  p r ic e s  of th a t  co m m o d ity . The G overnor m ade
th is  sp e e c h  in  l ie u  of a  te n  to  f if te e n  day  to u r o f th e  S ou th  an d  ta lk e d  by
rem o te  c o n tro l from th e  E x ecu tiv e  M an sio n  in  Baton Rouge o v e r KWKH.
W hen th e y  b ro a d c a s t .  Long a n d  H en d erso n  w ere  s im ila r  in  th a t  bo th
sp o k e  w ith o u t m a n u sc r ip ts  an d  u s e d  u n lim ite d  am oun ts o f t im e . Both
w en t on th e  a i r  w ith o u t p rio r  n o tic e  to  th e  p u b l ic . H en d erso n  w ould  w alk
in to  a  s tu d io  an d  b eg in  ta lk in g ; Long w ou ld  go on  th e  a i r  an d  t e l l  l i s te n e r s
th a t  in  tw en ty  m in u te s  he  w ou ld  s p e a k . Then a b an d  p la y e d  w h ile
l i s te n e r s  h ad  tim e  to  c a l l  th e ir  n e ig h b o rs . At th e  en d  o f th e  a n n o u n ce d
75tim e Long b eg an  to  s p e a k .
In  the  p re s id e n t ia l  c am p a ig n  o f  1928 H en d erso n  ta lk e d  e a c h  n ig h t 
in  su p p o rt o f th e  D em o cra tic  c a n d id a te ,  A1 S m ith . A fter h e  h a d  e x to l le d  
th e  m erits  of h is  c a n d id a te  fo r a  w h ile , h is  w ife , M rs . H e n d e rso n , w o u ld  
w a lk  in to  th e  s tu d io , ta k e  th e  m ic ro p h o n e , an d  d e fen d  h e r  c a n d id a te ,  
H e rb e rt H o o v e r. W hen sh e  f in is h e d  a n d  h a n d e d  th e  m icrophone  b a ck  to  
h e r  h u sb a n d , he  w ou ld  c a l l  h e r  s p e e c h e s  Ha  l i t t l e  R ep u b lican  I n te r f e r e n c e ." 
H o w ev er, H en d erso n  a ls o  p e rm itte d  th e  lo c a l  R e p u b lica n  co m m ittee  to  u s e  
th e  s ta t io n  fo r c am p a ig n  p u r p o s e s . 7®
T his p re s e n ta tio n  o f bo th  s id e s  o f th e  p re s id e n t ia l  e le c t io n  cam p a ig n  
o f 19 28 confo rm ed  w ith  th e  te rm s of th e  R adio  A ct o f  1927 w h ich  p ro v id ed  
in  S e c tio n  18 th a t  if  o n e  le g a l ly  q u a lif ie d  c a n d id a te  for p u b lic  o ff ic e  be
7^ E m es t G . Borm ann, "T h is Is  H uey  P . Long T a lk in g , '* Journal o f 
ftw a d c a s t ln q , II (S pring , 1958), N o . 2, p .  116.
7®M ay, op. c i t . , pp. 2 1 -2 2 .
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p e rm itte d  th e  u se  o f a  b ro a d c a s tin g  s ta t io n ,  e q u a l o p p o r tu n itie s  sh o u ld
77be  p ro v id ed  fo r a i l  o th e r  le g a l ly  q u a lif ie d  c a n d id a te s  fo r th a t  sam e  o f f i c e .
A num ber o f s p e a k e rs  ta lk e d  in  b e h a lf  o f th e  M e rc h a n ts  M inu te  
M en o rg a n iz a t io n . Among th e s e  w as A rthur G a y le , a  S h re v ep o rt m an, 
w ho v i s i te d  v a rio u s  to w n s an d  h e ld  ra l ly s  in  w h ich  he  v o ic e d  h is  th eo ry  
a b o u t c h a in  s to r e s .  G eo rg e  1. M a s to n  from I l l in o is  w as an  o rg a n iz a tio n a l  
sp e a k e r  w ho to o k  id e a s  and  w orked  to  g e t p e o p le  g ro u p ed  to g e th e r .  A 
p ro fe s s io n a l  s p e a k e r  nam ed  F lo w e rs , from C a lifo rn ia ,  sp o k e  o v e r KWKH 
in  b e h a lf  o f th e  m ovem ent a g a in s t  th e  r i s e  o f c h a in  s to r e s .  A m an from 
O klahom a c a l le d  "C y c lo n e  * D av is  ta lk e d  c o n c e rn in g  th e  tre n d  of th e  
tim e s  an d  p re d ic te d  W hat w ou ld  h a p p e n  to  th is  c o u n try  i f  th e  n a tio n a l 
d e b t w ere  r a i s e d .  G e ra ld  L . K. S m ith , a  S h re v ep o rt m in is te r ,  m ade 
s p e e c h e s  o v e r KWKH c o n c e rn in g  m any d iffe re n t to p ic s .
In  1930 a d if fe re n t ty p e  o f program m ing w as in tro d u c e d  w hen  fo lk  
m u sic  b e g a n . P e rh a p s  th e  e a r l i e s t  fo lk  s in g e rs  w ere  th e  S aw yer S i s t e r s , 
know n a s  th e  S w e e th e a r ts  o f th e  A ir, who p la y e d  u k e le le s  a n d  s a n g  in  
d u e t s t y l e .  In  th e ir  f if te e n  m inu te  program  a t  10 a .  m . M onday th rough  
F rid a y , th e y  sa n g  p o p u la r  s o n g s .  S oon  th e  D uncan  S is te r s  who a ls o  sa n g  
an d  p la y e d  u k e le le s  becam e  a re g u la r  fe a tu re  o f KWKH. They h a d  a  f if te e n  
m inu te  program  a t  n in e  o 'c lo c k  e v e ry  m orn ing . A ccord ing  to  R obert H il l ,
^ H o u s e  o f R e p re s e n ta t iv e s , R eg u la tio n  of B ro a d c a s tin g , p .  16.
^®The C a r te r  H e n d erso n  In te rv ie w , o f 1959 .
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S h rev ep o rt a m a te u r h is to r ia n ,  th o s e  fo lk  s in g e rs  c o n tin u e d  th e ir  program  
u n til  1932 . 79
An e n tir e ly  d if fe re n t ty p e  o f program  w as a ire d  by KWKH w hen in
1927 S tedm an  G unning  b ro a d c a s t  a  p la y  by p la y  a c c o u n t o f one  of th e
fo o tb a ll gam es o f th e  C e n te n a ry  C o lle g e  G en tlem en  o n  th e ir  f ie ld .
H en d erso n  f in a n c e d  th is  b ro a d c a s t  e n tire ly  a s  a  s e rv ic e  to  C e n te n a ry
C o lle g e  an d  h is  l i s te n e r s  who w ere  in te r e s te d  in  th is  fo o tb a ll te a m .
W ith  h is  v a r ie d  program  o ffe r in g s , H en d erso n  b u ilt  up a  p o p u la r
rad io  s ta t io n  w h ich  reo ttlv ed  from  2 0 ,0 0 0  to  30 , 000 l e t t e r s  e a c h  d a y .
So m any l e t t e r s  a rr iv e d  th a t  th e  P o s t  O ffice  in  S h rev ep o rt d e liv e re d  th e
m ail d a ily  in  a  t ru c k . O f th is  m a il, l e s s  th a n  tw o p e r  c e n t  w a s  l o c a l .
A ccord ing  to  C a r te r  H e n d e rso n , "L e tte rs  cam e from e v e ry w h e re , A la sk a ,
HON ew fo u n d lan d , L ondon, a n d  F ra n c e . " 0
In  N ovem ber, 1930, KWKH w as a  w in n er in  th e  D iam ond M eritum
C o n te s t  sp o n s o re d  by  Radio D ig e s t  M a g a z in e . For th is  v ic to ry  H en d erso n
w as aw ard e d  a s i lv e r  tro p h y , a  m ic ro p h o n e , w h ich  C a r te r  H e n d e rso n  to d ay
k e e p s  on  h is  d e sk  in  h is  o f f ic e  in  th e  C a p ta in  S hreve  H o te l in  S h re v e p o rt.
The a r t ic le  acco m p an y in g  th e  a n n o u n cem en t o f th e  v ic to ry  s ta te d
S h rev ep o rt b rough t hom e th e  b aco n  a g a in  to  M r. W . K.
H e n d e rso n  w ho h a s  a h a b it  o f w inn ing  Radio D ig e s t p o p u la r ity  
a w ard s  in  th e  S o u th . M r. H e n d e rs o n 's  m ili ta n t p e rs o n a l i ty  
an d  f e a r le s s  b ro a d c a s tin g  h a s  m ade him  a ra b id  fa v o rite  w ith
7®Robert H i l l ,  l e t t e r  to  w r ite r , d a te d  Ju ly  15, 1958*, H ill o f 
S h re v ep o rt, L o u is ia n a , e x p la in e d  th a t  h is  hobby  i s  c o l le c t in g  in fo rm atio n  
c o n c e rn in g  fo lk  s in g e r s .
®9The C a r te r  H e n d e rso n  In te rv ie w  o f  1957.
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h is  KWKH a u d ie n c e . H is p o s itio n  i s  s e c u re .  A d v e rsa rie s  
w ho h av e  o p p o se d  him  h av e  found him  hard  to  b u d g e t. H is 
en em ie s  h av e  m ade h is  f r ie n d s .
M r. H en d erso n  h a s  n e v e r b een  s a t is f ie d  to  be  m erely  th e  
ow ner o f an  Im portan t s ta t io n .  H e h a s  a im ed  to  m ake it  th e  
c le a r  so u n d in g  c a l l  o f a  p e o p le . H e h a d  ta k e n  th e  r e s p o n s i­
b i li ty  on  h im se lf  to  a r t ic u la te  th a t  c a l l . B ecau se  h e  h a s  done 
th is  he h a s  e s ta b l is h e d  a  d e fin ite  sy m p a th e tic  a c c o rd  w ith  an  
a u d ie n c e  th a t  s ta n d s  an d  v o te s  for him  in  Radio D ig e s t c o n ­
t e s t s .  The s ta u n c h n e s s  o f su c h  Radio C h a ra c te rs  becom es 
evident<w hen le a d e rs h ip  i s  q u e s tio n e d . 81
KWKH won th is  c o n te s t  w ith  6 ,4 3 3  v o te s  from l is te n e r s  who s ta te d  th a t 
th ey  p re fe rred  l is te n in g  to  KWKH o v er any  o th e r rad io  s ta t io n  in  th e  S o u th .
C o n tro v e rs ie s  in  le g a l  m a tte rs  c o n ce rn in g  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f h is  s ta t io n  
b e s e t  W . K. H en d erso n  a lm o st from the  tim e he  b e g a n . A fter he  a cq u ired  
o w nersh ip  of Radio S ta tio n  WGAQ in  1924, H ender3on c h an g e d  th e  c a l l  
le t te r s  to  KWKH. He m oved th e  s ta tio n  to  Kennonwood w here he d isc o v e re d  
th a t  the  a s s ig n e d  pow er of 500 w a tts  tra n sm itte d  on 360 m ete rs  w as in ­
a d e q u a te  for good  re c e p tio n  in  S h revepo rt on ly  e ig h te e n  m ile s  a w ay . 
C o n se q u e n tly , he  se c u re d  a l ic e n s e  to  u s e  1000 w a tts  pow er bu t m ain ta in ed  
th e  sam e freq u e n cy . On S ep tem ber 1, 1925, th e  pow er in c re a s e  w as a c ­
c o m p lish e d . Even w ith  th e  doub led  pow er th e  s ta t io n  c o u ld  no t be h e a rd  
b e c a u se  of c o n tin u e d  ground ^ a v e  in te r fe re n c e , a s  re la te d  e a r l ie r  in  th is  
s tu d y . H enderson  th e n  o rd ered  h is  e n g in e e rs  to  m ove th e  w ave le n g th  to  
a  more fav o rab le  p o s i t io n . In  th e  e a r ly  p a rt o f S ep tem ber he ex p erim en ted  
w ith  v a rio u s  w ave  le n g th s  to  de te rm ine  th e  one b e s t  s u i te d  to  KWKH. As a
8 1 Radio D ig e s t. XXXV (N ovem ber, 1930), p .  18.
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p a rt  o f th is  e x p e rim e n ta tio n  he  a s k e d  h is  l i s te n e r s  to  w rite  o r w ire  th e  
tim e s  w hen th ey  c o u ld  h e a r  th e  s ta t io n  b e s t .  A ccord ing  to  th e  r e s p o n s e  
from th e  l i s t e n e r s ,  th e y  c o u ld  b e s t  h e a r  w hen th e  s ta t io n  w a s  s e t  a t  870 
k i lo c y c le s . C a r te r  H en d erso n  s a id  th a t  th is  w as a  C a n a d ia n  w ave 
le n g th . ® ̂  W hen KWKH e x p e r ie n c e d  no in te r fe re n c e  from  o th e r  s t a t i o n s , 
th e  o w n er k e p t KWKH on  th is  w ave  le n g th .  O n S ep tem b er 25 , 1925, 
H en d erso n  b e g a n  re g u la r  b ro a d c a s ts  u s in g  th e  pow er a l lo t te d  by th e  
D ep artm en t o f C om m erce , b u t o v e rla p p in g  a w av e  le n g th  re s e rv e d  by 
tr e a ty  for C a n a d a .
The g e n e ra l b ro a d c a s t  c o n d it io n s  in  S ep tem b er, 1925, w ere  a lm o s t 
th e  sam e  a s  w hen  S e c re ta ry  H oover h ad  d i s c u s s e d  th e  s i tu a t io n  tw o y e a rs  
e a r l ie r .  At th a t  tim e he s a id
P u b lic  b ro a d c a s tin g  h a s  p ra c t ic a l ly  b e e n  lim ite d  to  tw o 
w a v e le n g th s , an d  I n e e d  n o t d i la te  to  you  on  th e  am ount o f 
in te r fe re n c e  th e re  i s  an d  th e  je o p a rd y  in  w h ich  th e  w ho le  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e  a c t  s t a n d s .
Any m ove from one  of th e  tw o w ave  le n g th s  a l lo t te d  to  o rd in a ry  s ta t io n s
p ro b ab ly  w ou ld  im prove th e  b ro a d c a s t  s i tu a t io n  for th a t  s ta t io n  b e c a u s e
th is  w ou ld  e lim in a te  in te r fe re n c e  from o th e r  s t a t i o n s . W ith in  a  few  d a y s
a f te r  KWKH c h a n g e d  f re q u e n c ie s  a lm o s t 1000 l e t t e r s  a rr iv e d  from  l is te n e r s
® ^Federal R ead io .C o m m iss io n , A nnual R eport o f th e  F e d e ra l Radio 
C o m m issio n  to  th e  C o n g re ss  o f th e  U n ited  S ta te s  for th e  F is c a l  Y ear 
E nded  Tune 30 , 1927 , (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G overnm en t P rin tin g  
O ff ic e , 1927), p .  4 . In  th is  re p o rt th e re  i s  a l i s t  o f  w ave  le n g th s  a s s ig n e d  
to  C a n a d a . The tw o w ave  le n g th s  n e a r e s t  th e  870 k i lo c y c le s  w hich  
H en d erso n  took  a re  840 an d  8 8 0 . T h e re fo re , 870 k i lo c y c le s  w ould  o v e r la p , 
bu t n o t c o v e r  th e  C a n a d ia n  w ave  l e n g th s .
^ N e w  York T im es. M arch  21, 1923 .
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in d ic a tin g  th a t  re c e p tio n  of th e  s ta t io n  w as good e v e n  in  th e  n o r th w e s te rn
84s t a te s  a n d  in  M ic h ig a n . S h o rtly  a f te rw a rd s  th e  ra d io  in s p e c to r ,  a  M r.
D uT rie l, p a s s e d  th ro u g h  S h rev ep o rt w here  he  w as to ld  th a t  S ta tio n  KWKH
h a d  jum ped  i t s  w ave  le n g th .  H e n d e rso n , who a p p a re n tly  knew  th a t  th e
o n ly  la w s  c o n ce rn in g  b ro a d c a s tin g  w ere  th o s e  p u b lis h e d  in  1912, som e
e ig h t  y e a r s  b e fo re  rad io p h o n e  b ro a d c a s tin g  w as know n, h e ld  th e  w ave
le n g th  he  h a d  s e le c te d  an d  re fu s e d  to  b ro a d c a s t  on  360 m e te r s .
Radio S ta tio n  KWKH w as n o t a lo n e  in  s e e k in g  to  b e t te r  i t s  w ave
le n g th .  C om m ander M cD o n a ld , o f WJAZ, th e  Z en ith  Radio C o rp o ra tio n
s ta t io n  in  C h ic a g o , h a d  a ls o  jum ped  h is  a s s ig n e d  f re q u e n c y . The ow ner
of WJAZ w as h a i le d  in to  c o u rt fo r a  long  b a t t le  w ith  th e  D ep artm en t o f
C om m erce . H en d erso n  f e l t  th a t  th is  w as a ls o  h is  b a t t l e .  The d e c is io n
o f th e  c o u rt , w h ich  w as fa v o ra b le  to  th e  Z en ith  C o rp o ra tio n , w as in
ag re em e n t w ith  H e n d e rs o n 's  p o in t o f v iew  th a t  ra d io  s ta t io n s  w ere  le g a l ly
8 5f re e  to  u s e  w h a te v e r  e th e r  c h a n n e l th e y  c h o s e .
A lthough th e  c o u rt ru lin g  su p p o rte d  H e n d e rs o n 's  v ie w , c r i t ic is m  of 
h is  p o l ic ie s  c a u s e d  s o  m uch d is tu rb a n c e  th a t  he  o ffe re d  h is  s ta t io n  fo r 
s a l e .  O ne so u rc e  s a id  th a t  m any p e rs o n s  th o u g h t th a t  H en d erso n  w as 
try in g  to  m o nopo lize  th e  a i r .  H e n d e rso n  a d v e r t is e d  in  th e  n e w s p a p e rs ,  
b u t found  no b u y e rs  u n til  W illiam  G le e v e s  P a tte r s o n  w ho h a d  r e ta in e d  
h is  o n e -fo u r th  in te r e s t  e n l i s t e d  th e  f in a n c ia l  b a c k in g  of a b o u t fo rty  p e rs o n s
^ S h r e v e p o r t  T im e s , June 28, 1935 .
U n ited  S ta te s  v .  Z en ith  Radio C o rp o ra tio n , 12 F ed . (2d) 6 1 6 , 6 1 7 .
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in  S h rev ep o rt an d  p u rc h a s e d  th e  rem ain ing  th re e - fo u r th s  in te r e s t  o f th e  
S ta t io n .86
On A ugust 14, 1926, P a tte rso n  c h a n g e d  th e  c a l l  l e t t e r s  from KWKH 
to  KSBA w hich  m ean t S h rev ep o rt B ro ad castin g  A s s o c ia t io n . On 
S ep tem b er 26, he  m oved th e  s ta t io n  b a c k  to  S h re v ep o rt w here  h e  lo c a te d  
th e  s tu d io s  in  th e  Y ouree H o te l . The l ic e n s e  fo r th is  b ro a d c a s tin g  s ta t io n  
w as h e ld  in  th e  nam e of W . G . P a tte rso n  u n til  F eb ruary  26, 1929, w hen  he
0 7
t r a n s fe r re d  th e  s ta t io n  to  S . R. E llio t an d  A lbert C .  S te e re .
A fter P a tte rs o n  re tu rn e d  th e  s ta t io n  to  S h rev ep o rt h e  I s s u e d  a  s t a t e ­
m ent th a t  th e re  w ou ld  be no c h a n g e  in  o p e ra tio n . He s a id  th a t  th e  s ta t io n  
e x p e c te d  to  b ro a d c a s t  " c o n s id e ra b le  m a te r ia l in  th e  form o f sh o r t  ta lk s  
by m em bers o f our c iv ic  o rg a n iz a tio n s  an d  th o s e  v e rs e d  on s u b je c ts  o f 
o u r c iv ic  an d  in d u s tr ia l  a c t iv i t ie s  a s  w e ll a s  a l l  m anner o f r e s o u rc e s  
th ro u g h o u t th is  te r r i to r y . "  Before an d  a f te r  th e  ta lk s  " e x c e lle n t  e n te r ­
ta in m e n t"  w ou ld  be p ro v id ed  l i s t e n e r s .  C o n c e rn in g  a d v e r t is in g , P a tte rso n
s a id  th a t  " th e  c o s t  i s  n e g lig ib le  com pared  w ith  th e  b e n e f i ts  r e c e iv e d ."
88Thus th e  n ew  ow ners m ade p la n s  to  su p p o rt th e  s ta t io n  by a d v e r t is in g .
86The S h rev ep o rt T im es . June 28 , 1935.
8 ^On F ebruary  27, 1929, A lbert C .  S te e re  a n d  S . R. E llio t p u rc h a se d  
th e  s ta t io n  an d  c h a n g e d  th e  c a l l  l e t t e r s  to  KTBS. T his r e p re s e n te d  th e  T ri-  
S ta te  B ro ad castin g  S y s te m , In c o rp o ra te d , w h ich  f i le d  c h a r te r  in  th e  o ff ic e  
o f th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te ,  Baton R ouge, L o u is ia n a , on  N o w m b e r  4 , 1928 . 
In c o rp o ra to rs  nam ed  in  th e  a r t ic le s  w ere  S . R. E ll io t t ,  M rs . S . R. E ll io t t ,  
S . H . H e th e rw lc k , A. C .  S te e re  and  P a tto n  H a w k in s , a l l  o f  S h re v e p o rt.
Op
S h rev ep o rt (S h rev ep o rt, L o u is ia n a : The C ham ber of: C om m erce , 
O c to b e r , 1926), p .  18.
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A fter th e  f i r s t  s ta t io n  w as d is p o s e d  o f , H en d erso n  w e n t to  
W a sh in g to n  an d  s e c u re d  a  l ic e n s e  for a n o th e r  1000 w a tt ra d io  s ta t io n
QQ
w hich  w as a s s ig n e d  th e  c a l l  l e t t e r s  o f KWKH. He p a id  $3000 to  th e
A m erican  T elephone  an d  T e leg rap h  C om pany  for a  l ic e n s e  to  u s e  th e ir
e q u ip m e n t. A ccord ing  to  W h ite , a t  th a t  tim e a l l  b ro a d c a s te r s  p a id
A m erican  T elephone  an d  T e leg rap h  C om pany  fe e s  ran g in g  from  $500 to
$3000 to  u s e  th e  tra n s m ittin g  e q u ip m e n t. T h is w as th e  in i t ia l  fe e  and  d id
90n o t in c lu d e  th e  c o s t  o f th e  a p p a ra tu s  p u rc h a s e d .
For th is  n ew  s ta t io n  A ntony an d  th e  o th e r  e n g in e e rs  o f H e n d e rs o n 's
s ta f f  c o n s tru c te d  new  eq u ip m en t c o n s is t in g  o f a  t ra n s m it te r , pow er p la n t ,
91
a n d  s tu d io s  a t  a  c o s t  o f o v e r $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 . T h is g e n e ra to r  an d  t r a n s m i t te r
w ere  c a p a b le  o f tra n s m ittin g  fa r  m ore pow er th an  th e  1000 w a tts  a l lo t te d
by th e  D ep artm en t of C om m erce . W hen KWKH b eg an  b ro a d c a s ts  from  th e
n e w  s ta t io n ,  H e n d e rso n  h ik e d  th e  pow er to  3000 w a tts  an d  u t i l iz e d  the
Q 2w ave le n g th  of 870 f r e q u e n c ie s .
A lm ost im m ed ia te ly  H e n d e rso n  tu rn e d  h is  a t te n t io n  to  C o n g re s s io n a l  
l e g i s l a t io n .  The b i l ls  u n der c o n s id e ra tio n  w ere  d is c u s s e d  p re v io u s ly  in  
th e  c h a p te r .  T h is w as a  p e rio d  of c h a o tic  b ro a d c a s t  c o n d it io n s  p re c ip ita te d
QQ
Radio S e rv ic e  B u lle tin  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G overnm en t 
P rin tin g  O ff ic e , (D ecem ber 3 1 , 1926), N o . 117 , p .  13 .
^ L le w e l ly n  W h ite , The A m erican  Radio (C h ica g o . I l l in o is :  The 
U n iv e rs ity  o f C h ic a g o  P r e s s ,  1947), p .  29 .
91 The S h rev ep o rt T im e s , June 28, 1935 .
92The C a r te r  H e n d e rso n  In te rv ie w  o f 1957 .
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by th e  b reakdow n  in  th e  re g u la tio n  of ra d io  a f fa irs  b rough t a b o u t by th e
F ed e ra l c o u r t 's  d e c is io n  in  th e  Z en ith  c a s e .  The p u b lic  d em an d ed  th a t
C o n g re s s  a c t  to  e n d  th e  c h a o s .  W hen C o n g re s s  c o n v e n e d  in  1927 m uch
a tte n t io n  w as g iv e n  to  ra d io  l e g i s l a t io n .  H e n d erso n  fo llo w ed  th e  p ro g re s s
o f th e  b i l l s  c lo s e ly .  He s e n t  th e  fo llo w in g  w ire  to  S e n a to r  Jo sep h  E .
R a n sd e ll:
S h re v e p o rt, L a . ,  Ja n . 26 , 1927 
H on . J o s .  E . R an sd e ll 
S e n a te  O ffice  B uild ing  
W a sh in g to n , D . C .
I am re fe rr in g  to  Radio Bill s c h e d u le d  b e fo re  S e n a te  to d ay  
w h ich  by a l l  m eans sh o u ld  be d e fe a te d  STOP Am sa y in g  th is  
a f te r  h a v in g  b e e n  ow ner o f tw o s ta t io n s  a n d  now  o w n er o f 
o n e  STOP R adio  T ru st th rough  th e i r  A nnouncem en ts o v e r a ir  
w ill  h a v e  m uch p re s s u re  b ro u g h t to  b e a r  in  w ay  o f  p e t i t io n s ,  
e t c . , w hen  yo u  th o ro u g h ly  In v e s t ig a te  Bill o n ly  p ro te c ts  
Radio T ru st a n d  le a v e s  P u b lic  O ut on  lim b  STOP Through 
th e ir  c h a in  s ta t io n s  a t  th is  tim e  th e y  a re  p r a c t ic a l ly  m ono­
p o liz in g  a ir  a s  th e y  fre q u e n tly  u s e  tw e n ty  odd  s ta t io n s  a t  one  
tim e a ll  on d iffe re n t w ave  le n g th s  STOP H ere  in  S h re v ep o rt we 
a re  d row ned  o u t by  h ig h  p o w ered  s ta t io n  in  C h ic a g o  an d  by 
h ig h  p o w ered  s ta t io n  in  P ittsb u rg h  STOP P rogram s th a t  a re  to  
be  pu t on from  e a c h  lo c a l i ty  j u s t  a s  Im portan t to  th a t  lo c a l i ty  
a s  p rogram s Radio T rust w ish  to  p u t on  c o v e rin g  a ll  l o c a l i t i e s  
STOP By a l l  m ean s c o n fe r  w ith  S e n a to r  B ro u ssard  a n d  w ire  
me a t  my e x p e n s e  if  w e w ill  h a v e  your su p p o rt in  d e fe a tin g  new  
Radio Bill w h ich  is  s c h e d u le d  b e fo re  S e n a te  to d a y  STOP By a l l  
m eans d e fe a t  th e  W hite  B ill. If a  Bill m u st be  p a s s e d  th e  D ill 
Bill i s  p re fe ra b le .
R adio  S ta tio n  KWKH.
W . K. H e n d e rso n , O w ner
In  re p ly , he  r e c e iv e d  th e  fo llo w in g  a n sw e r:
W a sh in g to n , D . C . ,  Ja n . 27, 1927 ,
W . K. H e n d e rso n , S h re v ep o rt, L a .
S e n a to r  R an sd e ll n o t h e re  STOP C o n fe re n c e  C o m m ittee  
a g re e d  on f in a l p ro v is io n s  Radio Bill o n ly  y e s te rd a y  STOP 
H ave  c o n s u l te d  s e v e ra l  m em bers c o n fe re n c e  co m m ittee  an d  
Ib a y s a y  a l l  w ill be  t r e a te d  a l ik e  STOP I s h a l l  s tu d y  re p o r t and  
b e a r  y o u r r e q u e s t  in  m ind .
(Sgd) E . S . B ro u ssa rd .
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Than H en d erso n  w ired :
S h re v e p o rt, L a . ,  1 -3 1 -2 7 ,
H o n . Edwin S . B ro u ssa rd , S e n a to r ,
S e n a te  O ffice  B uild ing ,
W a sh in g to n , D . C .
O ur S h rev ep o rt T im es th is  m orning c a r r ie d  h e a d l in e s  of 
th ir ty - f iv e  s ta t io n s  to  be c h a in e d  to g e th e r  STOP J u s t  a s  I 
w ired  you  th e  o th e r  day  c h a in  s ta t io n s  w ill m o n o p o lize  an d  
in d e p e n d e n t s ta t io n s  su c h  a s  w e h a v e  a t  S h re v ep o rt a re  
p r a c t ic a l ly  done fo r STOP H ope you w ill g iv e  b i l l  c o n s id e r ­
a b le  s tu d y  an d  s ta n d  fo r in te r e s t  o f o th e r  bey o n d  Radio 
C o rp o ra tio n  o f  A m erica  w ho c o n tro l c h a in  s ta t io n s  STOP 
B etw een A m erican  T e le p h o n e  a n d  T e leg rap h  C om pany  an d  
Radio C o rp o ra tio n  o f A m erica an d  o th e r  in te r e s ts  th e  in d e ­
p e n d e n ts  a re  th ro u g h .
(Sgd) W . K. H e n d e rso n , O w ner 
PAID qn Radio S ta tio n  KWKH
9:25  AM
W hen S e n a to r  B ro u ssard  re c e iv e d  th is  te le g ra m  h e  re a d  i t  on th e  
flo o r of th e  U n ited  S ta te s  S e n a te .  Before re a d in g  i t ,  h e  s a id ,  "I re c e iv e d  
th is  m orning a te le g ra m  from  S h re v e p o rt, L o u is ia n a , s ig n e d  by  M r. W . K. 
H e n d e rso n , w ho i s  a  ve ry  w e a lth y  man th e re ,  a n d  w ho h a s  a  b ro a d c a s tin g  
s ta t io n  w h ich  he  u s e s  m o stly  to  e n te r ta in  h is  f r ie n d s  a n d  to  accom m odate  
th e  p u b l ic . I do no t th in k  he i s  m aking  a n y th in g  o u t o f i t . " Then the  
S e n a to r  re a d  H e n d e rs o n 's  te le g ra m  c o n c e rn in g  th e  ra d io  b ill  in  q u e s t io n . 
The te le g ra m  w as m ade a p a rt o f th e  C o n g re s s io n a l  R eco rd . ^
D e sp ite  H e n d e rs o n 's  o b je c tio n s  an d  o b je c tio n s  o f  o th e r s ,  n o ta b ly
93W . K. H endA rson , C i te s  th e  ab o v e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  in  KWKH's 
F igh t for a  S quare  D e a l, p p . 1 2 -1 3 .
^^C o n g re s s io n a l  R ecord  P ro c e e d in g s  a n d  D e b a te s  o f th e  S eco n d  S e s s io n  
o f th e  S ix ty -N in th  C o n g re s s  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  o f A m erica  (W ash in g to n : 
U n ited  S ta te s  G overnm ent P rin tin g  O ff ic e , LXVIII Cfcbruary 3 , 1927), 2881 .
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C o n g re ssm a n  E dw in D a v is  o f T e n n e s s e e ,  o n  F eb ru ary  23 , 1 9 27 , th e  R ad io  
A ct o f 1927 w as a p p ro v e d  by  th e  P r e s id e n t .  T h is b i l l  p ro v id e d  fo r  th e  
c re a t io n  o f  th e  F e d e ra l R adio  C o m m is s io n . I t  g ra n te d  a u th o r i ty  to  th e  
C o m m iss io n  to  a s s ig n  b ro a d c a s t  b a n d s  o r f r e q u e n c ie s  to  ra d io  s t a t io n s  
an d  to  d e te rm in e  th e  am o un t o f p o w er a n d  th e  h o u rs  o f o p e ra t io n  fo r e a c h  
s ta t io n . In  o rd e r  to  co m p ly  w ith  th e s e  a u th o r iz a t io n s  th e  F e d e ra l R adio  
C o m m iss io n  m ade a  g e n e ra l  r e a l lo c a t io n  o f f re q u e n c y  w a v e  le n g th s  d e ­
s ig n e d  to  e lim in a te  m uch o f  th e  in te r f e r e n c e  in  b r o a d c a s t in g .9 ** "W hen th e  
C o m m iss io n  a s s u m e d  o f f ic e  th e re  w ere  fo r ty -o n e  A m erican  S ta t io n s  on o r
o v e rla p p in g  th e  s ix  w av e  le n g th s  a s s ig n e d  to  C a n a d a  a n d  th e y  w ere
96su m m arily  rem o v ed  . . . . " A p p a ren tly  KWKH w a s  o n e  o f  th e  fo r ty -o n e  
s ta t io n s  in c lu d e d .
U nder th e  g e n e ra l  c h a n g e s  H e n d e rso n  w a s  a s s ig n e d  th e  w av e  le n g th  
o f 3 9 4 .5  m e te rs  fo r h is  s t a t i o n .  In  o rd e r  to  co m p ly  h e  h a d  to  re b u i ld  h is  
s t a t io n ,  a  t a s k  Avhich in v o lv e d  c h a n g in g  a n d  m oving  th e  to w e rs  a n d  b u i ld ­
in g  n ew  a n te n n a s . A lthough  H e n d e rso n  c o n s id e re d  h im s e lf  fo r tu n a te  in  
r e c e iv in g  th e  fa v o ra b le  w av e  le n g th ,  h e  d id  n o t fu lly  co m p ly  w ith  h is  
l i c e n s e  b e c a u s e  he  c o n tin u e d  to  b ro a d c a s t  w ith  3000  w a tt  p o w e r . H e 
ju s t i f i e d  h is  u s e  o f th e  u n a u th o r iz e d  p o w e r by s ta t in g  th a t  R ad io  S ta tio n  
WEAF in  N ew  York w a s  a u th o r iz e d  to  u s e  5 0 , 000 w a t ts  p o w er w h ic h  w a s
9 5 p u b lic  L aw  N o . 6 3 2 . F eb ru a ry  23 , 1 9 2 7 . 6 9 th  C o n g r e s s .
9 6A nnual R eport o f th e  F e d e ra l R ad io  Commission to  th e  C o n g re s s  o f 
th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  for th e  F is c a l  Y ear E nded  Tune 3 0 . 1957 (W a sh in g to n : 
U n ite d  S ta te s  G o v ern m en t P r in tin g  Office, 1927), p. 4 .
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m ore p o w er th a n  th a t  a l lo t te d  to  a l l  th e  s ta t io n s  in  th e  e le v e n  S o u th e rn  
s t a t e s  c o m b in e d . U s in g  m ore s t a t i s t i c s ,  h e  p o in te d  o u t th a t  in  
L o u is ia n a  th e re  w ere  o n ly  s e v e n  ra d io  s ta t io n s  w ith  a  to ta l  w a tta g e  of 
3 , 200 p o w er a s s ig n e d .  As a  c o m p a riso n  he  re fe r re d  to  th e  s t a te  o f Iow a  
w h ic h  h a d  s ix te e n  s ta t io n s  w ith  a  to ta l  w a tta g e  o f 3 2 ,0 0 0 .  H is  com ­
p la in t  w a s  th a t  th e  C o m m iss io n  d is c r im in a te d  a g a in s t  th e  S ou th  in  
a s s ig n in g  p o w er to  ra d io  s t a t i o n s . He v o ic e d  h is  c o m p la in t o v e r KWKH 
a n d  in  n u m ero u s l e t t e r s  to  h is  s e n a to r s  a n d  to  Judge  E ugene  O . S y k e s , 
F e d e ra l R adio  C o m m is s io n e r  fo r th e  S o u t h , ^
A p p a re n tly , H e n d e rso n  o r som e o th e r  s o u th e rn  b ro a d c a s te r  w ho 
m ade s im ila r  c o m p la in ts  w as  h e a rd  b e c a u s e  A dm iral W . H . 6 . B u lla rd , 
C h a irm a n  o f th e  F e d e ra l R adio  C o m m iss io n , w ro te  th e  fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  
on  A u g u st 24 , 1927:
I t  m u st be  a p p a re n t  th a t  th e  num ber o f  s ta t io n s  e x is t in g  
w hen  th e  F e d e ra l R adio  C o m m iss io n  c a m e  in to  b e in g  w as a  
m a tte r  w h ich  c o u ld  n o t be  c o n tro l le d  in  a n y  m an n er w h a ts o ­
e v e r .
The F e d e ra l R adio  C o m m iss io n  i s  n o t in  an y  m an n er a c t in g  
a g a in s t  th e  in te r e s t  o f S o u th e rn  S ta te s  in  th e  d e s i r e  to  h a v e  
b ro a d c a s t in g  s t a t i o n s ,  a n d  th e  C o m m iss io n  c a n  n o t a c c e p t  
th e  s ta te m e n t  th a t  t h e  S ou th  i s  b e in g  b a d ly  t r e a te d  by  th e  
R adio  C o m m is s io n . I a s s u r e  y o u  th a t  s u c h  i s  n o t  th e  c a s e ,  
w h en  o n ly  l a s t  w e ek  p e rm its  w e re  g ra n te d  to  a t  l e a s t  8 n ew  
s ta t io n s  in  th e  S o u th e rn  S ta te s  a n d  n o t a  s in g le  one  in  th e  
N o r th .
The C o m m iss io n  i s  q u i te  a w a re  o f th e  s e c t io n  o f th e  Radio 
A ct o f 1927 w h ic h  in tim a te d  th a t  s t a t io n s  s h o u ld  be  a l lo t te d  on  
a n  e q u ita b le  b a s i s  am ong s t a t e s , a n d  th a t  i s  one  o f  th e  dom i­
n a tin g  f e a tu re s  o f  th e  C o m m iss io n  a t  th i s  tim e; a n d  s u re ly  a
K. H e n d e rso n , KWKH's F ig h t fo r a  S q u a re  D e a l , p .  11 .
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s ta t io n  sh o u ld  no t be d e p riv e d  of i t s  l ic e n s e  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  
i t  d o es  no t h ap p en  to  be in  a  S ou thern  S ta te .  I t is  a  fa c t 
th a t  th e  S o u th e rn  S ta te s  a re  n o t p a r t ic u la r ly  w e ll r e p re s e n te d  
in  the  b ro a d c a s tin g  fie ld ; bu t it i s  a ls o  a  f a c t  th a t  th e  
C o m m issio n  c a n  no t be  h e ld  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r th a t  s t a te  of 
a f f a i r s ,  b e c a u s e  if  th e  p e o p le  o f th e  S ou th  do no t w an t 
b ro a d c a s tin g  s ta t io n s  an d  do no t m ake a p p lic a t io n  for 
them  th e  C o m m issio n  c a n  n o t ta k e  any a c tio n  w h a ts o ­
ev er.^ ®
W hen th e  F ed e ra l Radio C o m m issio n  d is c o v e re d  th a t  th e  s ta t io n  w as 
u s in g  3000 w a tts  o f p o w er, th e  C o m m iss io n e rs  d iv id e d  th e  KWKH b ro a d ­
c a s t  tim e w ith  KMA a t  S h en an d o ah , Io w a , a n d  g ra n te d  KMA a one  h u n d red
99p e r  c e n t  In c re a s e  in  p o w e r. T his d iv is io n  o f tim e o c c u rre d  a f te r  th e  
F ed era l Radio C o m m issio n  h ad  a s s ig n e d  KWKH th e  w ave le n g th  of 3 9 4 .5 .  
m e te rs . H e n d erso n  o b je c te d  no t on ly  b e c a u s e  th is  c u t  dow n on th e  b ro a d ­
c a s t  tim e of KWKH, b u t a ls o  b e c a u s e  KMA w as a co m m erc ia l s ta t io n  th a t  
h a n d le d  b u s in e s s  o v e r th e  a i r .  He fe lt  th a t  th o se  s ta t io n s  u s in g  p a id  
a d v e r t is in g  sh o u ld  be c la s s e d  a s  a d v e r t is in g  s ta t io n s  and  sh o u ld  be p u t 
on lo w  w ave  le n g th s .  He s a id  th a t  l i s te n e r s  w ish e d  e n te r ta in m e n t pure  
an d  s im p le , n o t e n te r ta in m e n t in te r s p e r s e d  w ith  a d v e r t is in g , b e c a u s e  
w hen  l i s te n e r s  en d ed  th e ir  day  of w ork th e y  w ish e d  to  l i s te n  to  a  m u s ic a l 
o r o th e rw is e  e n te r ta in in g  p ro g ram . He b e lie v e d  th a t  l i s te n e r s  e n jo y e d
qp
S econd  A nnual Report o f th e  F ed e ra l Radio C o m m issio n  fo r th e  
Y ear Ending Tune 3 0 . 1 9 2 8 . T o g e th er w ith  S u p p lem en ta l R eport for P erio d  
from  Tulv 1, 1928 . to  S ep tem b er 3 0 . 1928 (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  
G overnm ent P rin tin g  O ff ic e , 1928), p . 8 2 .
®®A nnual Report o f th e  F ed e ra l Radio C o m m issio n  fo r th e  F is c a l  
Y ear Ending Tune 3 0 . 1927 (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G overnm ent 
P rin tin g  O ff ic e , 1927), p .  6 7 .
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th e  ty p e  o f  p ro g ram  w h ic h  h is  s ta t io n  o f f e r e d .  C o n c e rn in g  h is  a s s i g n ­
m en t to  s h a re  h i s  f re q u e n c y  w ith  th e  Io w a  S ta tio n  H e n d e rs o n  w ro te
The C o m m is s io n  DELIBERATELY a n d  I s a y ,  w ith o u t th e  
la w , h a s  ta k e n  h a l f  o f  o u r  tim e  to  g iv e  to  a  s t r i c t l y  a d v e r ­
t i s in g  s t a t i o n  in  Io w a , a g a in s t  a  s t a t io n  in  th e  S o u th , w h ic h  
i s  o n ly  fu rn is h in g  a m u se m e n t to  i t s  l i s t e n e r s  w ith o u t an y  
c o m p e n s a tio n  o r  a d v e r t i s in g  w h a ts o e v e r  a n d  a t  th e  sa m e  
tim e  th e y  g a v e  th is  d iv is io n  o f  tim e  to  S ta tio n  KMA, th e y  
e v e n  p e rm it te d  th em  to  r a i s e  t h e i r  p o w e r 100%
T h is d iv is io n  o f  tim e  o c c u r re d  Im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  M o n a  O il C o m p an y
R adio  S ta t io n  KOIL, C o u n c il  B lu ffs , Io w a , a p p l ie d  to  th e  F e d e ra l R ad io
C o m m is s io n  fo r  th e  KWKH w a v e  le n g th  o f  760 k i lo c y c l e s .  To d e fe n d  th is
w a v e  le n g th ,  H e n d e rs o n  w a s  su m m oned  to  W a s h in g to n .  The o w n e r  w ro te
th a t  h e  d id  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  w hy h e  w a s  re q u ire d  to  t r a v e l  to  W a s h in g to n
a t  en o rm o u s e x p e n s e  m e re ly  to  d e fe n d  h is  s t a t i o n .  H e w ro te : M. . . I t  i s
o u r  c o n te n t io n  to  b e  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  s t a t i o n  a n d  h a v e  a  fa v o ra b le  w a v e
le n g th ,  w ith  p o w e r th a t  i s  g iv e n  to  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  c o u n try , (s ic )  e s -
102p e c l a l l y  s t a t i o n s  th a t  b e lo n g  to  o n e  o f  th e  c h a i n s . "
103At th e  h e a r in g  in  W a s h in g to n  on  A u g u s t 16 , 1 9 2 7 , Ju d g e  E . O . 
S y k e s  p r e s e n te d  to  th e  C o m m is s io n  498 re p o r ts  w h ic h  h e  h a d  r e c e iv e d  
c o n c e rn in g  th e  c o m m en ts  on  a l lo t t in g  to  a n o th e r  s t a t io n  th e  KWKH w a v e
1 0 0 w . k . H e n d e rs o n . KWKH’s F ig h t fo r  a  S q u a re  D e a l ,  p .  3 4 .
1 0 1I b l d . , p .  9 .
102W . K. H e n d e rs o n . KW KH's F ig h t fo r  a  S q u a re  D e a l , p .  3 1 .
^ °^ A nnua l R epo rt o f th e  F e d e ra l R ad io  C o m m iss io n  fo r  th e  F is c a l  
Y ear E n d ing  Tune 3 0 , 19 27 (W a sh in g to n , D . C . :  U . S .  G o v e rn m e n t 
P r in tin g  O f f ic e ,  19 27), p .  6 7 .
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le n g th .  Of th o s e  r e p o r ts ,  488 fa v o re d  KWKH's r e ta in in g  th e  f re q u e n c y  
a n d  te n  In d ic a te d  a  d e s i r e  to  s e e  KOIL g iv e n  th e  w ave  le n g th .  As a  r e ­
s u l t  th e  S h re v ep o rt s t a t io n  r e ta in e d  th e  760 k i lo c y c le s  f re q u e n c y .
A fter th is  h e a r in g  H e n d e rso n  b e g a n  w h a t h e  te rm ed  h is  f ig h t  fo r 
a  sq u a re  d e a l  from  th e  F e d e ra l R adio  C o m m is s io n . H is  p le a  w a s  to  g iv e  
to  KWKH th e  p o w er th e  C o m m iss io n  w a s  a lr e a d y  g iv in g  to  th e  o th e r  
s t a t i o n s .  He p o in te d  to  th e  f a i r  p la y  in v o lv e d . He a s k e d  o v e r  a n d  
o v e r: " Is  i t  f a ir  to  h a v e  u n lim ite d  w a tta g e  g iv e n  to  one  lo c a l i ty  an d  
v e ry  l im ite d  w a tta g e  to  a n o th e r  lo c a l i ty  ? " ^ 0 4
Judge  E . O . S y k es  o f th e  R adio C o m m iss io n , in  a n sw e r in g  H e n d e rso n  
c o n c e rn in g  h is  p le a  fo r  m ore p o w er fo r h i s  s t a t io n ,  w ro te :
The n a tu re  o f p rog ram s re n d e re d  w ill  b e  a  g re a t  fa c to r  
w ith  th e  c o m m iss io n  in  d e te rm in in g  w h a t s t a t io n  in  e a c h  
s t a t e  a re  (s ic )  e n t i t le d  to  th is  i n c r e a s e .  P e r s o n a l ly  I do  n o t 
b e l ie v e  th a t  a  s t a t io n  w h o se  m ain  p ro g ram s a re  re p ro d u c tio n s  
a s  y o u rs  a re  w ill  be  g ra n te d  an y  fu r th e r  p o w e r th a n  y o u  a l ­
re a d y  h a v e .  T h e re fo re , I w o u ld  s u g g e s t  th a t  b e fo re  y o u  m ake 
an y  fo rm al a p p l ic a t io n  for an  in c r e a s e  in  p o w e r, y o u  m ake th e  
m ajo r p a r t  o f y o u r p ro g ram s o r ig in a l  p ro d u c t io n s .  I a l s o  b e ­
l ie v e  th a t  th e re  i s  c e r ta in  u s e fu l  lo c a l  In fo rm a tio n  th a t  s t a ­
t io n s  s h o u ld  b ro a d c a s t  a t  p ro p e r  t im e s  fo r th e  b e n e f i t  of i ts  
h e a r e r s ,  a s  th e  v a r io u s  m ark e t re p o r ts  in  w h ich  th e y  a re  
in te r e s te d .
In  a d d it io n  to  th e  c o m m u n ic a tio n  from  Judge  S y k e s , H e n d e rso n  r e ­
c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r  from  th e  C o m m iss io n  C h a irm a n , M r. W . H . G . B u lla rd ,
104W . K. H e n d e rs o n , KWKH's F ia h t fo r  a  S q u a re  D e a l , p .  3 9 .
* ^ E .  O . S y k e s , l e t t e r  to  W . K. H e n d e rs o n , d a te d  S e p te m b e r 13 , 
1927 , in  H e n d e rs o n , KWKH's F ig h t fo r a  S q u a re  D e a l, p .  44 .
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a s k in g  him  to  s e e  if  he  c o u ld  n o t com ply  w ith  G e n e ra l O rder N o . 16 of 
A ugust 21, 1927, w h ich  re q u ire d  th a t  a l l  b ro a d c a s ts  o f m u sic  perfo rm ed  
th rough  th e  a g e n c y  o f m ec h an ica l re p ro d u c tio n s  sh o u ld  be c le a r ly  a n ­
n o u n ced  a s  su c h  w ith  th e  a n n o u n cem en t o f e a c h  an d  e v e ry  num ber th u s  
b ro a d c a s t .
In  a n sw e r to  th e s e  c o m p la in ts , H e n d e rso n  w ro te  to  Judge S y k e s ,
I t  w as n e v e r  th e  in te n t  o f th e  F ed e ra l Radio Law to  g ive  
to  th e  F ed e ra l Radio C o m m issio n  pow er to  s a y  w ha t k in d  of 
p rogram s a re  p le a s in g  th e  p e o p le  an d  th e  p e o p le  s t i l l  h av e  
th e  r ig h t to  s p e a k  fo r th e m se lv e s  an d  no c o m m iss io n  s h a l l  
e v e r  be  em pow ered  w ith o u t a f ig h t on  my p a r t ,  to  s e l e c t  any
c e r ta in  la n g u a g e  or m u sic  any  m ore th a n  th e y  c a n  le a v in g
rad io  b ro a d c a s tin g  e n tir e ly  o u t o f i t .  T hey m ight a s  w e ll t e l l  
me I m ust n o t ta lk  a b o u t B runsw ick  or V ictor m a c h in e s , b u t ^ ^  
th a t  I m ust ta lk  a b o u t w e a th e r  r e p o r ts — s to c k  m ark e t, e t c .
In  1928 C o n g re s s  p a s s e d  th e  D av is  am endm ent to  th e  F ed e ra l Radio
A ct of 1927, w h ich  re q u ire d  e q u a lity  in  a s s ig n m e n t of b ro a d c a s tin g  r ig h ts
to  th e  f iv e  g e o g ra p h ic a l z o n e s  in to  w h ich  th e  c o u n try  w as d iv id e d . T his
108n e c e s s i t a t e d  a re v is io n  o f s ta t io n  a s s ig n m e n ts .  As an  ou tcom e of th is  
r e v is io n , KWKH on S ep tem b er 11, 1928, w a s  a l lo c a te d  850 k i lo c y c le s ,  
3 5 2 .7  m e te rs  w ith  5000 w a tt pow er to  be  sh a re d  jo in t ly  w ith  Radio S ta tio n  
WWL of New  O r le a n s . 109
106I b i d . , p .  45 .
107I b ld . , p .  55 .
1 08pedera l Radio C o m m iss io n , G e n e ra l O rder N um ber 4 0 . A ugust 20, 
1928 . T his w as an o u tlin e  b a s i s  fo r e q u ita b le  d is tr ib u t io n  o f b ro a d c a s t  
f a c i l i t ie s  com ply ing  w ith  th e  D av is am en d m en t.
1®®Federal Radio C o m m iss io n , Third A nnual Report of th e  F ed e ra l 
R adio C o m m iss io n , p .  197 .
83
W ith  t h i s  n e w  a llo c  a t i o n  o f  p o w e r ,  R a d io  S t a t i o n  W W L w a s  to  h a v e  
t h e  a i r  in  th e  d a y t im e  a n d  KWKH a t  n i g h t .  T h e  p o w e r  i n c r e a s e  w a s  a  
p e r s o n a l  v i c to r y  fo r  W . K . H e n d e r s o n  w h o  h a d  f o u g h t  w i th  b o th  t h e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e  a n d  th e  F e d e r a l  R a d io  C o m m is s io n  fo r  r e c o g ­
n i t i o n  o f  th e  S o u th  a n d  fo r  e q u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  a i r  a s  to  s t a t i o n s . 
H o w e v e r ,  h e  s t i l l  d id  n o t  h a v e  th e  p o w e r  h e  d e s i r e d  fo r  th e  s t a t i o n .
T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  H e n d e r s o n 's  w o r r i e s  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a s s u a g e d  
b y  th e  n e w  a l l o c a t i o n  b y  th e  C o m m is s io n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  w a s  n o t  th e  
c a s e .  T h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  S k e l ly  O i l  C o m p a n y ,  o w n e r  o f  R a d io  S t a t i o n  
KVOO, T u l s a ,  O k la h o m a , r e g a r d e d  t h e  n e w  KWKH w a v e  l e n g t h  a s  f a v o r ­
a b l e  fo r  h i s  u s e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h e  p e t i t i o n e d  fo r  th e  w a v e  l e n g t h ,  c o n ­
t e n d in g  t h a t  h i s  s t a t i o n  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  u s e  i t  in  a  w a y  c a l c u l a t e d  to  s e r v e  
t h e  p u b l ic  b e t t e r  th a n  KWKH w a s  d o i n g .  H e n d e r s o n  w a s  s u m m o n e d  to  
a p p e a r  b e f o r e  a  F e d e r a l  R a d io  C o m m is s io n  h e a r in g  in  W a s h in g to n  to  d e f e n d  
h i s  s t a t i o n .  P r io r  to  th e  h e a r i n g ,  h e  h a d  b la n k  a f f i d a v i t s  p r i n t e d  in  m o s t  
o f  th e  L o u i s i a n a  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  a s k e d  l i s t e n e r s  to  s i g n  th e m ,  h a v e  th e m  
c e r t i f i e d ,  a n d  r e tu r n  th e m  to  KW KH. N o t o n ly  d id  p e o p le  s i g n  b u t  a l s o  
s o m e  s e n t  m o n e y  to  h e lp  d e f r a y  e x p e n s e s .  O n e  m a n , a  D r . L . S c h w a r ts  
o f  N e w  Y o rk , w h o  w a s  s p e n d in g  th e  w i n t e r  in  S h r e v e p o r t ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  
$ 1 ,0 0 0  to  a id  in  t h e  f i g h t .11® B e fo re  b e g in n in g  th e  t r ip  to  W a s h in g to n ,  
H e n d e r s o n  b r o a d c a s t  h i s  i t i n e r a r y .  H e  c h a r t e r e d  a  r a i l w a y  c a r  a n d  m a d e  
th e  t r i p  w i th  h i s  w if e  a n d  a  g ro u p  o f  S h r e v e p o r t  b u s i n e s s m e n .  A t v a r io u s
110
T i m e s - P i c a y u n e . F e b r u a r y  8 , 19 2 9 .
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s to p s  a long  the  way he m ade b a ck -p la tfo rm  sp e e c h e s  to  th e  ch ee rin g  
crow ds th a t  g a th e re d .
A ccording  to  a  n e w sp a p e r re p o rt, a t  the  F ed era l Radio C om m ission  
h ea rin g  in  F eb ruary , 1929, th e  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f KVOO p re s e n te d  a m ass 
of docum ents and  o th e r  e v id e n c e  to  prove th a t  KWKH w as be ing  u se d  
la rg e ly  fo r p e rso n a l a t ta c k s  a g a in s t  H e n d e rso n 's  c o m p e tito rs  and  th a t 
th e  s ta tio n  w as no t be ing  c o n d u c ted  in  a  d ig n if ied  m an n er. S tenog raph ic  
rep o rts  w hich  c o v e re d  th e  s p e e c h e s  of H enderson  w ere su b m itted  a s  e v i­
d e n c e . The KVOO d e le g a tio n  te s t i f ie d  th a t  th e  b ro a d c a s te r  had  urged  
l is te n e r s  no t to  buy S k e lly  p ro d u c ts . R. W . K ellough of T ulas s p e c i f ic ­
a lly  o b je c te d  to  som e of th e  la n g u a g e  u s e d  and  d e c la re d  th a t  H enderson  
h ad  re fe rred  to  S ke lly  a s  b e ing  drunk w ith  pow er an d  a s  a co n tem p tib le  
p e rso n .
In a n sw e r to  th e s e  c h a rg e s  H en d erso n  h ad  more th an  two to n s  of 
b u n d les  o f a f f id a v its ,  w h ich  e n d o rse d  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f th e  program s p re ­
s e n te d , brought befo re  th e  C om m ission  on tru c k s .  S en a to r Jo sep h  E . 
R ansde ll o f L o u is ian a  a p p ea re d  an d  te s t i f ie d  th a t th e  p eo p le  of L o u is ian a  
had  the  im p re ss io n  th a t  th is  a p p lic a tio n  in  th e  b e h a lf  o f S ta tio n  KVOO for 
th e  KWKH w ave le n g th  w as an  a ttem p t to  d ep riv e  th e  s ta te  o f i t s  sh a re  of 
b ro a d c a s tin g  f a c i l i t i e s .  He s ta te d  th a t he  re c e iv e d  a  g re a t am ount of 
co rre sp o n d e n ce  c o n ce rn in g  KWKH. In th e s e  com m un ica tions no one p ro ­
te s te d  a g a in s t  th e  ty p e  of program s b e in g  b ro a d c a s t .  T hus, the  se n tim en t 
e x p re s s e d  to  him  by m ail in d ic a te d  th a t  KWKH w as a  very  p o p u la r s ta t io n .
85
R e p re se n ta tiv e  Edwin O 'C onnor o f L o u is ia n a  a ls o  te s t i f i e d ,  sa y in g  th a t 
N ew  O rlean s  w as a m usic  lov ing  c ity  and  n e ed e d  th e  c le a r  c h a n n e l s t a ­
t io n s .  Then w hen H en d erso n  o ffe red  to h av e  h is  s te n o g ra p h ic  n o te s  of 
h is  sp e e c h e s  com pared  w ith  th e  s te n o g ra p h ic  n o te s  o f S k e l ly 's  a g e n t, i t  
w as found th a t  th e  S k e lly  a g e n t h ad  no t ta k e n  h is  n o te s  v e rb a tim . ***
P rio r to  th is  h e a rin g  th e  R everend O . L . A b e ll, S . J . ,  who w as in  
ch a rg e  of Radio S ta tio n  WWL in  N ew  O rle a n s , w h ich  sh a re d  th e  c le a r  
c h a n n e l w ith  KWKH, v o ice d  h is  d e s ire  to  hav e  th e  s ta t io n  re ta in  i ts  c le a r  
c h a n n e l. He a s s e r te d  th a t
During the  sum m er m on ths , u n le s s  we a re  p e rm itted  to  
b ro a d c a s t th rough  th e  c le a r  c h a n n e l, r e s id e n ts  of L o u is ia n a  
w ill be d ep en d en t upon o u ts id e  s ta t io n s  fo r th e ir  program s and  
e v ery  rad io  ow ner know s how  d if f ic u lt  i t  i s  to  g e t o u ts id e  s t a ­
tio n s  in  New  O rlea n s  during  th e  sum m er w hen s ta t ic  i s  b a d .11^
W hen a ll  th e  e v id e n c e  w as p re s e n te d , S k e lly  w ithd rew  h is  p e ti t io n  an d  th e
c a s e  w as d ro p p ed . KWKH c o n tin u e d  to  sh a re  b ro a d c a s t tim e w ith  WWL o f
«  ~  , 113 N ew  O r le a n s .
A pparen tly  th e  F ed era l Radio C om m ission  d e c id e d  to  m ake a  few  
c h a n g e s  in  th e ir  re g u la tio n s  reg a rd in g  e v id e n c e  a f te r  H en d erso n  p re s e n te d
167 ,000  a ff id a v its  in  th e  February , 1929, h e a rin g  in  o p p o sitio n  to  S ta tio n  
KVOO's a p p lic a t io n . The C om m ission  ru le d  th a t  a lth o u g h  a  p e rso n  m ight
111T im ea-P icay u n e , February  21, 1929.
* 1 ̂ Time s -P ic a y u n e , February  10, 1929.
113Third Annual Report of th e  F edera l Radio C om m ission  C o v e rin g  
th e  P eriod  from O c to b e r 1. 1928 . to  N ovem ber 1, 1929 (W ash ing ton : U n ited  
S ta te s  G overnm ent P rin tin g  O ff ic e , 1929), p .  6 7 .
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b ring  a f f id a v i ts ,  he  c o u ld  no t d e p o s i t  th e  o r ig in a ls  w ith  th e  C o m m iss io n .
P rio r to  th e  o p en in g  o f th e  KVOO C a s e  th e  C o m m issio n  h ad  re n te d  a  room
in  th e  o ld  S a in t Jam es H o te l on P e n n sy lv a n ia  A venue to  h o ld  th e  H en d erso n
a f f id a v i t s .  W hen th e  c a s e  w as h e a rd  in  th e  F e d e ra l C o u rt o f A p p eals  in
th e  D is tr ic t  o f C o lu m b ia , th e  id e n tic a l  p rob lem  o f la c k  of s p a c e  p re s e n te d
i t s e l f .  T h is c o n fu s io n  w as c re a te d  b e c a u s e  a  la w  s ta te d  th a t  w hen  a  c a s e
w as h e a rd  in  c o u r t ,  a l l  p e r t in e n t  p a p e rs  m ust be  a v a i la b le  fo r th e  c o u r t 's  
1 1 4i n s p e c t io n .
In 1930 H en d erso n  w as sum m oned o n c e  a g a in  to  W a sh in g to n  to  d e ­
fend  h is  s t a t io n .  This tim e Radio S ta tio n  W DSU in  N ew  O rle a n s  h ad  
a p p lie d  fo r th e  KWKH w ave  le n g th . H en d erso n  o p p o se d  th e  m ove by 
ap p ly in g  for u n lim ite d  u s e  of b ro a d c a s t  tim e w h ich  w ou ld  e n a b le  him  to  
s tre n g th e n  h is  f ig h t a g a in s t  th e  c h a in  s to re s  w hich  he  s a id  w ere  "harm fu l 
to  th e  m a s s e s ." * * '’
O n S ep tem b er 22 H en d erso n  a p p e a re d  b e fo re  th e  Radio C o m m issio n  
e x am in e r, E lm er P ra tt ,  a n d  a s k e d  fo r in c r e a s e d  pow er an d  fu ll  tim e o p e ra ­
tio n  for KWKH in  o rd e r th a t  h e  m ight e x te n d  h is  a t ta c k  on c h a in  s t o r e s .
H is  r e q u e s t  w a s  " .  . . s o  th a t  I m ight fu r th e r  e x p o se  th e  d is h o n e s t  
m ethods o f c h a in  s to re s  to  a  g re a te r  num ber o f l i s te n e r s  an d  o th e r  im ­
p o rta n t m a tte rs  o f  w hich  c h a in  s to re s  i s  on ly  o n e . M H e fu r th e r  c o n te n d e d  
th a t  i f  h is  s ta t io n  w ere  p e rm itte d  to  u s e  th e  pow er a s k e d  fo r, th e  w h isp e rs
1 1 4 8h re v e p o rt Jo u rn a l, S ep tem ber 22 , 1930. 
115lb id .
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w ould becom e loud  s p e a k e r s .  At th is  tim e the  ow ner a ls o  c h a rg e d  the
c h a in  s to re s  w ith  try ing  to  g e t sm a lle r  s ta tio n s  to  o p e ra te  n e a r  h is  w ave
116len g th  in  o rder to  in te rfe re  w ith  h is  re c e p tio n .
As an  outcom e of the  a p p lic a tio n  for in c re a s e d  pow er, KWKH w as
a u th o riz e d  to  o p e ra te  fu ll tim e a t  1100 k i lo c y c le s ,  u s in g  1 0 ,000  w a tts  of 
117po w er. Thus H enderson  w as g ran te d  th e  pow er and  a fav o rab le  w ave
le n g th  fo r w hich  he  had  co n te n d ed  for m any y e a r s .
In  th e  d e p re ss io n  y e a rs  of 1930 through  1932 H enderson  h ad  to
s tru g g le  to  re ta in  ow nersh ip  of th e  s ta t io n .  In  1930 he p la c e d  th e  W . K.
H enderson  Iron W orks an d  Supply  C om pany in  th e  h an d s of a  re c e iv e r -
118sh ip  a s  p ro tec tio n  for h is  c re d i to r s .  By th e  tim e h e  lo s t  h is  b u s in e s s  
firm , he  w as a lre a d y  sp en d in g  much of h is  tim e a t  th e  KWKH m icrophone 
ta lk in g  to  the  p e o p le . H is m ain v e n tu re s  during  th e s e  y e a rs  w ere  the  
s a le  of H e llo  W orld  C o ffee  and  h is  v igorous d en u n c ia tio n  of th e  c h a in  
s t o r e s .
After 1927 H enderson  had  fought a lm o st a n n u a lly  to  re ta in  co n tro l 
of h is  a ir  w ave len g th  and  pow er. The C om m ission  h ad  th re a te n e d  him
U 6Ib ld .
117KWKH 25th A nniversary  S o u v en ir , p . 4 .
l ^ T h e  C a r te r  H en d erso n  In te rv iew , 1959. In com m enting on  th e  
cam paign  o p p o sin g  c h a in  s to re s  and  th e  lo s s  o f th e  b u s in e s s  to  c re d i to rs , 
th e  so n  re p e a te d  th e  id e a  th a t  W . K. H enderson  lo o k ed  upon h im se lf  a s  
chairm an  of a ll  th e  p e o p le . "If he h ad  been  look ing  a f te r  h is  b u s in e s s  
in s te a d  of sp en d in g  so  much tim e on th e  ra d io , th is  (lo ss) w ould  no t have  
h a p p e n e d .”
119 The Antony In te rv iew  of 1959.
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w ith  lo s s  o f l ic e n s e  for u s in g  p ro fan e  lan g u a g e  o v e r th e  a i r  in  h is  a t ta c k s
120on th e  C h a in  S to re s .  The C o m m iss io n e rs  a c q u i t te d  him  on  th is  c h a rg e .  
H ow ever, h is  e x p re s s io n  o f h is  l ik e s  and  d is l ik e s  h ad  g a in e d  him  n a tio n ­
w ide  p ro m in e n c e .
W hile  H en d erso n  s tru g g le d  to  r e ta in  c o n tro l o f h is  ra d io  s ta t io n ,  
th e  Radio C o m m issio n  g a in e d  in  pow er so  th a t  in d iv id u a l s ta t io n  o w n ers  
w ere  fo rc e d  to  conform  or fo rfe it  th e ir  l i c e n s e s . In  one  c a s e  th e  Radio 
C o m m issio n  h e ld  th a t  "Though w e m ay n o t c e n s o r ,  i t  i s  o u r du ty  to  s e e  
th a t  b ro a d c a s tin g  l ic e n s e s  do no t a ffo rd  m ere p e rs o n a l o rg a n s , an d  a ls o  
th a t  a  s ta n d a rd  o f re fin e m e n t f i tt in g  our day  a n d  g e n e ra tio n  i s  m a in ta in e d ." J 
On a n o th e r  o c c a s io n  th e  C o m m issio n  d e n ie d  re n e w a l o f a  ra d io  l ic e n s e  
an d  th e  m a tte r  w as  ta k e n  b efo re  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  C o u rt o f A ppeals o f 
th e  D is tr ic t  o f C o lu m b ia  w here  th e  C o m m issio n  w as s u s ta in e d .  The C o u rt 
s ta te d
. . . A p p e lla n t m ay c o n tin u e  to  In d u lg e  h is  s t r ic tu re s  
upon  th e  c h a ra c te r s  o f  m en in  p u b lic  o f f ic e .  He m ay ju s t  
a s  f re e ly  a s  e v e r  c r i t ic iz e  re l ig io u s  p r a c t ic e s  o f w h ich  he 
d o es  n o t a p p ro v e . He may e v en  in d u lg e  p r iv a te  m a lice  o r 
p e rs o n a l  s la n d e r  . . . s u b je c t ,  o f c o u rs e ,  to  be  re q u ire d  
to  a n sw e r fo r th e  a b u se  th e re o f  . . . b u t he  may n o t ,  a s  w e 
th in k , d em and , of r ig h t,  th e  c o n tin u e d  u s e  o f an  in s t ru ­
m e n ta lity  o f com m erce  for s u c h  p u rp o s e s , or an y  o th e r , 
e x c e p t in  su b o rd in a tio n  to  a l l  r e a s o n a b le  ru le s  a n d  re g u la ­
tio n s  C o n g re s s ,  a c tin g  th ro u g h  th e  C o m m iss io n , m ay p re ­
s c r ib e  .1 2 2
120^ m es_p^c a y u n e  t M arch  29 , 1929.
121D e c is io n  o f the  F ed e ra l Radio C o m m iss io n , June 5, 1931 , D o ck e t 
N o . 9 6 7 .
122T rin ltv  M e th o d is t C h u rc h , S o u th , v .  FRC, 62 F . (2d) 850 (1932).
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W hite  c a l l s  th e  y e a rs  in rad io  from 1932 to  1937, " the  c le a n -u p  
123p e r io d ." The C om m ission  h ad  th e  a u th o rity  to  de te rm ine  w h e th er a 
rad io  s ta tio n  w as o p e ra te d  in "p u b lic  in te r e s t ,  c o n v e n ie n c e , or n e c e s ­
s i ty "  an d  th e  C o u rts  s u s ta in e d  th a t  a u th o r i ty . 1 ^
The C om m ission  becam e a  pow erful body c o n tro llin g  rad io  t r a n s ­
m is s io n . W hite  s a id ,  "From th e  o u ts e t  th e  FRC a ssu m e d  th a t  i ts  s u p e r -
125v iso ry  duty  d e f in ite ly  in c lu d e d  o n c isd e ra tio n  o f program  s e r v ic e ."
M ost s ta t io n  ow ners b eg an  to  a c t  w ith  c a re  to  s e e  th a t th e y  d id  no th ing  
to  invoke  th e  d isa p p ro v a l o f the  C o m m issio n . Program s w h ich  m ight 
o ffen d  w ere  u su a lly  e lim in a te d  from b ro a d c a s ts .
For H enderson  the  y e a rs  1930 th rough  1932 w ere  e x p e n s iv e . He w as 
u n ab le  to  p ay  re g u la r  s a la r ie s  to  h is  em p lo y ees; th e y  w orked  w ith o u t p a y . 
A ccording to  c lo s e  f r ie n d s , h is  law y e rs  a d v is e d  H en d erso n  to  s e l l  th e  
s ta t io n  b e c a u se  th e  F ed era l Radio C om m ission  fo llow ed  th e  p o lic y  of 
re fu s in g  to  i s s u e  l ic e n s e  w hen a  s ta t io n  p e rm itte d  c r i t ic is m  of men in  
p u b lic  o ff ice  and  b e c a u se  the  C om m ission  h ad  a lre a d y  h e ld  a  h ea rin g  
c o n ce rn in g  h is  u s e  of lan g u a g e  o v e r th e  a irw a v e s . A ccord ing ly , on 
S ep tem ber 25, 1932, H enderson  s o ld  h is  in te r e s t  in  Radio S ta tio n  KWKH 
to  th e  In te rn a tio n a l B ro ad castin g  C o rp o ra tio n  w hich  w as f in a n c e d  by Sam
123W h ite , o p . c t t . , p .  127.
1 ̂ B ro a d c a s tin g  A s s o c ia t io n , I n c . v .  F edera l Radio C om m ission  
(1931), C o u rt o f A ppeals o f th e  D is tr ic t  o f C o lu m b ia , 47 F . (2d) 6 7 0 . 
D uncan  v . U n ited  S ta te s ,  48 F . (2d) 129, 133.
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H ead , o p .  c l t . , p .  362 .
D . H un te r, a  lo c a l  b u s in e s s  m an . The am ount o f m oney e x ch an g ed  in th e
126tra n s a c tio n  w as $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 .
SUMMARY
The p e rio d  of W . K. H enderson  in  th e  h is to ry  of rad io  s ta tio n  KWKH 
cam e a t a  tim e w hen rad io  b ro a d c a s tin g  w as in  i ts  fo rm ative  y e a r s . 
H enderson  w as a  n o n -co n fo rm is t who u se d  h is  s ta t io n  to  se c u re  l is te n e r s  
and  to  se c u re  a  h earin g  for h is  p e rso n a l v iew s on m any s u b je c t s .
In  p reparing  h is  s ta t io n  for b ro a d c a s ts ,  H enderson  sp a re d  h im se lf  
n e ith e r  e x p e n se  nor tim e in d ev e lo p in g  f a c i l i t ie s  w hich  w ere  a d eq u a te  for 
h ig h -p o w ered  tr a n s m is s io n . In  co n d u c tin g  a c tu a l  b ro a d c a s ts  H enderson  
w as an  e x a c tin g  em p loyer. The s ta f f  m em bers w ere  p e rm itted  no in su b ­
o rd in a tio n  o r re la x a tio n  on th e  jo b . O nly th o se  p e rso n s  whom th e  ow ner 
cou ld  d ep en d  upon to  perform  any  du ty  w ere re ta in e d  a t KWKH. Those 
em p lo y ees w ere  req u ired  to  liv e  a t  Kennonw ood. S taff m em bers w ere  no t 
a s s ig n e d  s p e c ia l  d u t ie s ,  a lthough  in d iv id u a ls  d id  deve lop  s p e c ia l t ie s ;  for 
ex am p le , a s  a n n o u n c e rs . G unning h a n d le d  th e  re q u e s t  program s and  
C a rrig e n , th e  p e rso n a l p e rfo rm ers .
The s ta tio n  equ ipm en t w as hom em ade and  dem anded  c o n s ta n t
126 In  th e  S even th  Annual Report of th e  F ed era l Radio C om m ission  
to  th e  C o n g re ss  o f th e  U nited  S ta te s  fo r th e  F isc a l Y ear 1933. th e re  w as 
a  l i s t  of c a s e s  pend ing  in  th e  Suprem e C ourt of th e  D is tr ic t  of C o lu m b ia . 
O ne o f th e s e  c a s e s ,  N o . 5897, H ello  W orld B roadcasting  C o rp o ra tio n  v .  
F edera l Radio C om m ission  w as d ism is se d  p rio r to  JUly 1, 1933 . Ap­
p a re n tly , H enderson  s o ld  the  s ta t io n  p rio r to  th e  sc h e d u le d  a p p e a ra n c e  
in  co u rt to  defend  h is  s ta t io n .
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rep a irin g  and  re tu n in g . W hen th e  s ta tio n  w en t o ff th e  a ir  e a c h  n ig h t , 
th e  s ta f f  m em ber w ent to  work m aking th e  n e c e s s a ry  rep a irs  in p re p a ra ­
tio n  for th e  n ex t n ig h t 's  b ro a d c a s ts .
There w ere  no reg u la rly  s c h e d u le d  p rog ram s. A lthough th e re  w as a 
v a rie ty  of program m ing, th e  m ain a ttra c tio n s  w ere th e  phonograph reco rd s  
w hich  w ere p lay e d  in  re sp o n se  to  re q u e s ts  and  the  ta lk s  g iven  by 
H enderson  on any  s u b je c t  of w hich  he m ight th in k  a t  the  m om ent. A lthough 
he sp o k e  im prom ptu, H enderson  sp o k e  on sp e c if ic  to p ic s .  He cou ld  d is c u s s  
p o l i t i c s ,  m u sic , or any  o th e r  s u b je c t .  H ow ever, h is  c h ie f  to p ic  co n ce rn e d  
th e  e v i ls  of m o n o p o lie s . S p e c if ic a lly  he a im ed h is  c r i t ic is m  a t  th e  
D epartm ent of C om m erce and  i ts  s u c c e s s o r ,  th e  F edera l Radio C o m m issio n , 
an d  c h a in  re ta i l  s t o r e s . H enderson  freq u en tly  ta lk e d  over th e  a ir  and  d e ­
v e lo p ed  a  d is t in c t iv e  s ty le  w hich c a u s e d  him to  so u n d  a s  an  o ld  m an w hile  
sp e a k in g . L is te n e rs  re fe rred  to  him  a s  "O ld  M an H e n d e rs o n ."
The D epartm ent of Com m erce and  th e  F ederal Radio C om m ission  a t  
f i r s t  re fu se d  to  g ran t H enderson  th e  pow er th a t  he a p p lie d  fo r b e c a u se  
th ey  s a id  th a t h e  h ad  a  phonograph reco rd  p lay in g  s ta t io n  w hich fa c t  d id  
not Ju s tify  ad d ed  pow er. N e v e r th e le s s , H enderson  co n te n d ed  th a t  h is  aim  
in b ro a d c a s tin g  w as to  p le a s e  h is  l i s te n e r s ,  no t th e  C o m m issio n . In  1930 
th e  C om m ission  g ran ted  KWKH 1 0 ,0 0 0  w a tt p o w er w h ile  H enderson  w as 
e n g ag ed  in  h is  lo n g e s t  e d ito r ia l cam p aig n  by a i r .  T his w as h is  f ig h t 
a g a in s t  c h a in  s to re s  w hich  la s te d  u n til he  so ld  th e  s ta t io n .
H enderson  d id  l i t t l e  a d v e rtis in g  on KWKH un til 1928 w hen he  began  
d ire c t s a le s  of "H ello  W orld  C o f fe e ."  He b e lie v e d  th a t l i s te n e r s  sh o u ld
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re la x  and  en joy  program s u n in te rru p ted  by c o m m e rc ia ls . Program ming 
w as v a rie d  and  in c lu d ed  a t d iffe ren t tim es lo c a l ta le n t  pe rfo rm ances 
from K ennonw ood. H illb illy  s in g e rs  perform ed in te rm itte n tly  u n til 1930 
w hen re g u la r  program s w ere in i t ia te d .  Among p o li t ic ia n s  who m ade u se  
of th e  s ta t io n ,  H uey P . Long probab ly  b ro a d c a s t m ost fre q u e n tly .
L is te n e rs  seem ed  to  e n jo y  the  program m ing b e c a u se  a lm o st d a ily  
H enderson  re c e iv e d  th o u sa n d s  of l e t t e r s .  In 1930 KWKH won th e  Radio 
D ig e s t p o p u la rity  aw ard  for the  S ou th .
D e sp ite  h is  fav o rab le  a p p la u se  from l is te n e r s  H en d erso n  found him ­
s e l f  in  le g a l e n ta n g le m en ts  a lm o st ev e ry  y e a r .  H is f i r s t  su c h  e n co u n te r 
o c cu rred  w hen he  s e le c te d  a C a n ad ian  w ave len g th  for h is  s ta t io n .  This 
p re c ip ita te d  c h a rg e s  th a t he w as a ttem p tin g  to  m onopolize the  a i r .  Al­
though  H enderson  d id  no t ap p ea r in  co u rt fo llow ing  th is  w ave le n g th  s e l e c ­
tio n , th e  Z en ith  Radio C orpo ra tion  S ta tio n  in  C h icag o  h ad  to  de fen d  i t s e l f  
a g a in s t  s im ila r  c h a rg e s .  H enderson  fo llow ed  th e  p ro g re ss  of th e  le g a l 
b a tt le  c lo s e ly  and  w hen th e  v e rd ic t p roved  th a t th e  D epartm ent o f Com ­
m erce h ad  no pow er ov e r rad io  s ta t io n s ,  he fe l t  h im se lf  v in d ic a te d . How­
e v e r , a s  a  r e s u l t  of th e  c r i t ic ism  o f h is  p o l ic ie s ,  H enderson  s o ld  the  s ta t io n .
Im m edia te ly  he d e v e lo p ed  f a c i l i t ie s  for an o th e r s ta t io n ,  a d o p ted  the  
sam e c a l l  l e t t e r s ,  and  resu m ed  b ro a d c a s ts .  Then he  fo llow ed  c lo s e ly  th e  
developm en t o f c o n g re ss io n a l d e b a te s  o f p ro p o sed  le g is la t io n  co n ce rn in g  
rad io  b ro a d c a s ts  w hich  re s u lte d  in  th e  p a s s a g e  of the  F edera l Radio Act of 
1927. W hen th e  F edera l Radio C om m ission  w as c re a te d  to  c le a r  the
b ro a d c a s t s i tu a t io n ,  th e  s ta t io n  w as a s s ig n e d  th e  w ave  le n g th  o f 3 9 4 .5  
m e te rs . B ecau se  he w as n o t a s s ig n e d  a d d itio n a l p o w er, th e  ow ner com ­
p la in e d  th a t  th e  C o m m issio n  d is c r im in a te d  a g a in s t  th e  e n tire  S o u th . 
H en d erso n  h ik e d  th e  pow er o f h is  s ta t io n  i l le g a l ly ,  a  f a c t  w h ich  w as 
r e v e a le d  b efo re  a  p u b lic  h e a r in g  in  w h ich  H e n d e rso n  w as d e fen d in g  h is  
r ig h t to  c o n tin u e  th e  u se  of h is  w ave  le n g th .  W hen th e  pow er h ik e  w as 
d is c o v e re d , th e  C o m m issio n  a l lo t te d  h a lf  th e  KWKH b ro a d c a s t  tim e to  
Radio S ta tio n  KMA, S h en o n d o ah , Io w a , w h ich  h ad  no t a s k e d  fo r th e  w ave 
le n g th .
W hen th e  D av is am endm ent to  th e  F ed e ra l Radio Act w as p a s s e d  
in  1928, KWKH w as a l lo t te d  850 k i lo c y c le s ,  3 5 2 .7  m ete rs  w ith  5000 w a tt 
pow er to  sh a re  jo in t ly  w ith  WWL in  N ew  O r le a n s . H en d erso n  a p p e a le d  
fo r more p o w e r.
In 19 29 H en d erso n  w e n t o n ce  m ore to  W ash in g to n  to  d e fe n d  h is  s t a ­
t io n .  At th e  F ed era l Radio C o m m issio n  h e a rin g  H en d erso n  p re s e n te d  m ore 
th an  tw o to n s  o f a f f id a v its  from  l i s te n e r s  c e r tify in g  th a t  th e y  e n d o rs e d  
KWKH's p ro g ram s. The c a s e  w as d is m is s e d  w hen  th e  o p p o s in g  s ta t io n ,
KVOO a p p lic a t io n  w as w ith d raw n . At a  s im ila r  h e a r in g  in  1930 , H en d erso n  
a s k e d  fo r an  in c re a s e  in  pow er an d  fu ll tim e o p e ra t io n . T his r e q u e s t  w as 
g ra n te d  an d  KWKH w as a u th o r iz e d  to  o p e ra te  a t  1100 k i lo c y c le s  a n d  1 0 ,0 0 0  
w a tts  o f p o w e r. D e sp ite  th e  in c re a s e d  p o w e r, H en d erso n  f e l t  th e  p re s s u re  
o f th e  d e p re s s io n ;  he  lo s t  h is  b u s in e s s  firm  an d  w as u n a b le  to  p ay  h is  KWKH 
em p lo y ees  from  1 9 3 0 -1 9 3 2 . F in a lly  h is  la w y e rs  a d v is e d  him  to  s e l l  th e
s ta t io n  w hich  h ad  m ade h is  nam e fa m o u s . O n S ep tem ber 25, 193 2, h e  
y ie ld e d  an d  s o ld  th e  s ta t io n  to  Sam D . H u n te r.
CHAPTER IV
THE PERIOD OF MATURITY, 1932-1941
The p e rio d  o f 1932 th rough  1941 sa w  m any c h a n g e s  in  R adio S ta tio n  
KWKH. I t  c o u ld  no lo n g e r be s a id  th a t  th e  s ta t io n  w as la b e le d  w ith  th e  
s tam p  o f one  m a n 's  p e rs o n a l i ty  b e c a u s e  th e re  w ere  tw o c o m p le te  c h a n g e s  
of o w n e rsh ip . G rad u a l bu t c o n tin u o u s  c h a n g e s  w ere  m ade in  p rogram m ing, 
m an ag em en t, a n d  f a c i l i t i e s .  The program m ing v a r ie d  from p re s e n ta tio n  of 
lo c a l  ta le n t  b ro a d c a s tin g  from th e  s tu d io s  in  S h rev ep o rt to  p e rfo rm an ces  of 
w orld  fam ous a r t i s t s  o r ig in a tin g  in  N ew  York o r L ondon . The m ajor im ­
p rovem en t o f f a c i l i t ie s  o c c u rre d  in  1939 w hen th e  F ed e ra l C o m m un ica tion  
C o m m issio n  g ra n te d  KWKH a u th o r ity  to  u s e  5 0 ,0 0 0  w a tts  of p o w er.
T his p e rio d  o f g row th  to  m atu rity  d e v e lo p e d  th rough  tw o d iffe re n t 
o w n e rsh ip s , w ith  a  lo n g e r tim e and  g re a te r  grow th  during  th e  l a t t e r  p e r io d . 
The f i r s t  w as th e  c o rp o ra te  o w n e rsh ip  by  th e  In te rn a tio n a l B ro ad castin g  
C o rp o ra tio n , f in a n c e d  by Sam  D . H unter; th e  s e c o n d  w as th e  p e rio d  o f 
th e  o w n ersh ip  o f th e  S h rev ep o rt T im es, w h o se  e d ito r  w as John D . E w ing , 
a  p a rtn e r  in  an  e a r l ie r  c o rp o ra te  o w n e rsh ip  an d  u n d e r w h o se  g u id a n c e  th e  
s ta t io n  w a s  to  re a c h  fu ll m a tu r ity .
NEW OWNERS AND A NEW PROGRAM POLICY 
A fter th e  In te rn a tio n a l B ro ad castin g  C o rp o ra tio n , h e a d e d  by  Sam D .
94
95
H u n te r, 1 p u rc h a se d  Radio S ta tio n  KWKH in  1932, th e  s ta t io n  rem a in e d  a t 
Kennonwood for a p e rio d  o f one  y e a r ,  during  w h ich  tim e H en d erso n  c o n ­
t in u e d  to  u t i l iz e  a  sm a ll se g m en t of tim e e a c h  day  to  a i r  h is  v iew p o in ts  
w ith  c e r ta in  r e s t r i c t io n s  im p o sed  by  th e  F e d e ra l Radio C o m m iss io n . All 
em p lo y ee s  o f th e  s ta t io n  w ere  r e ta in e d  for th a t  y e a r .  At th e  e n d  o f th is
p e rio d , th e  s ta t io n  w as m oved to  S h re v e p o rt, re ta in in g  th e  caill l e t t e r s
2
KWKH. A dd itiona l p e rso n n e l w ere  a d d e d  a n d  p la n s  w ere  m ade to  jo in  th e  
C o lu m b ia  B ro ad castin g  S ystem  in o rd e r  to  b ring  to  S h rev ep o rt an d  th e  
l is te n in g  a re a  a w id e r v a r ie ty  of program m ing w h ich  c o u ld  no t be  a c c o m - 
p l is h e d  on th e  lo c a l  l e v e l .  Radio l i s te n e r s  a p p a re n tly  dem anded  th e  
f in is h e d  program s w hich  o n ly  la rg e  c i t i e s  c o u ld  fu rn ish .
A ccord ing  to  a  lo c a l  n e w sp a p e r , th e  s ta t io n  ow ners em p loyed  a  
h u sb a n d  an d  w ife  te a m , D w ight an d  A gnes C .  N orth  u p , to  m anage  th e  
s ta t io n  w hen i t  w as m oved from K ennonw ood to  S h re v e p o rt. N orthup se rv e d  
a s  g e n e ra l m an ag er w h ile  h is  w ife  w as m anag ing  d ire c to r .  N o rth u p 's  p re ­
v io u s  e x p e r ie n c e  in c lu d e d  a  s tu d y  o f m u s ic , f if te e n  y e a rs  o f n e w sp a p e r  
re p o r tin g , an d  c o n c e r t  a n d  s ta g e  w o rk . In  1928 he  h a d  b e e n  em p lo y ed  a s
^ In te rn a tio n a l B ro ad castin g  C o rp o ra tio n  w as o rg a n iz e d  on  D ecem ber 1, 
1932, a n d  f i le d  c h a r te r  w ith  th e  o ff ic e  of th e  S e c re ta ry  of S ta te ,  Baton 
R ouge, L o u is ia n a , o n  D ecem ber 2, 1932. In c o rp o ra to rs  nam ed  in  th e  
a r t ic le s  w ere  T . G . R o b e rts , John T . G u y to n , a n d  E dw ard S . K le in , a l l  
o f S h re v ep o rt. A ccord ing  to  W illiam  E . A ntony, H un te r p ro v id ed  th e  
f in a n c in g  fo r th e  p u rc h a s e .  See a l s o ,  S h rev ep o rt T im es. N ovem ber 12,
1939.
2W illiam  E . A ntony , P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , Ju ly , 1958 .
^S h rev ep o rt Jo u rn a l, O c to b e r 4 , 1934 .
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a n  e x e c u tiv e  fo r R adio  S ta tio n  W SPD , T o le d o , O h io . In  1933 N orthup  
w a s  em p lo y ed  to  h e a d  th e  r e -o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  KWKH. A gnes C .  N orthup  
a c c o m p a n ie d  h e r  h u sb a n d  to  S h re v ep o rt to  w ork fo r th e  s t a t i o n .
O th e r  m em bers o f th e  s t a t i o n ’s  n ew  p ro d u c tio n  s ta f f  w ere  S e th  
L u rie , J r . , c o n tin u i ty  w r ite r  a n d  a n n o u n c e r , w ho h a d  p re v io u s ly  a c te d  
in  com m unity  th e a tr e  an d  h a d  w orked  fo r  R adio  S ta tio n  W W L, th e  C o lu m b ia  
B ro a d c a s tin g  S y stem  o u t le t  in  N ew  O rle a n s ; M a u r ic e  W ray , a n n o u n c e r  a n d  
c o m m erc ia l d ep a rtm e n t s ta f f  m em ber w ho h a d  a tte n d e d  a  ra d io  s c h o o l c o n ­
d u c te d  by John P a u l G oodw in; M a u rie  W a te r s ,  a n n o u n c e r  a n d  e n te r ta in e r ,  
w ho w a s  a  p o p u la r  d a n c e  o rc h e s tr a  le a d e r  in  th e  S h re v e p o rt a re a ;  Ja ck  
G e iz e r ,  p u b l ic i ty  d ire c to r  a n d  c h ie f  a n n o u n c e r , w ho h a d  w orked  w ith  th e  
N o rth u p s a t  th e  ra d io  s ta t io n  in  T o le d o , O hio ; O liv e  H en ry , c o n tin u i ty  
w r i te r ,  w ho h a d  w ritte n  a n d  p ro d u c e d  m any ra d io  p la y s  p r io r  to  h e r  em ­
p lo y m en t a t  KWKH; Ju lia  B ryson , p i a n i s t  a n d  m em ber o f th e  o f f ic e  s t a f f ,  
w ho h a d  b e e n  t r a in e d  fo r r a d io  w ork  a t  KWKH.
In  th e  c o m m erc ia l d e p a r tm e n t John P au l G o o d w in , m a n a g e r, h a d  h a d  
s ix  y e a r s  o f ra d io  e x p e r ie n c e  a s  p rog ram  d ir e c to r ,  d i r e c to r ,  a n d  c h ie f  
a n n o u n c e r . Bob L eigh  o f th e  c o m m erc ia l d e p a r tm e n t h a d  p re v io u s  e x p e r ­
ie n c e  a s  s a le s m a n  in  th e  em p loy  o f  a  co m m erc ia l g a s  m a n u fa c tu r in g  
c o m p a n y . M a u ric e  W ray a ls o  w o rk ed  in  th e  c o m m erc ia l d e p a r tm e n t. In  
e n g in e e r in g  th e  fo llo w in g  p e rs o n s  w ere  e m p lo y ed : W illia m  E . A ntony , 
c h ie f  e n g in e e r ;  S tedm an  G unning ; E arl M o s e s ; M e lv in  T . N orm an; an d  
A rte ll T in s le y .  T in s le y  h a d  g ra d u a te d  from T y le r , T e x a s , C o m m erc ia l 
S ch o o l o f  R adio  a n d  h a s  s e v e ra l  y e a r s  o f  p r a c t ic a l  e x p e r ie n c e .
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Bud W illia m s  a n d  B illy  W h ite  w ere  th e  t e c h n ic ia n s .  W illia m s  h ad  
s e v e ra l  y e a r s  o f ra d io  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  M id w e s t . W h ite  w a s  f i r s t  em ­
p lo y e d  a t  KWKH in  1924 a s  an  o f f ic e  b o y . B efore h is  fu ll tim e  em p lo y ­
m en t h e  h a d  w o rk ed  a t  th e  s ta t io n  w h ile  s tu d y in g  e le c t r i c a l  e n g in e e r in g  
a t  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty .  Among th e  o f f ic e  a n d  c le r ic a l  e m p lo y e e s
w e re  M rs . P e a r le  H o o k s , f o m e r  s e c re ta ry  to  H e n d e rso n ; M r s . M aude
4
M cC o rm ack , b o o k k e ep e r; an d  Ju lie  B ryson .
The program m ing  p a tte rn  a t  KWKH u n d e r th e  n e w  o w n e rsh ip  c h a n g e d  
l i t t l e  from  th a t  fo llo w e d  d u rin g  th e  c lo s e  o f th e  H e n d e rso n  p e rio d  du rin g  
th e  y e a r  th a t  th e  s ta t io n  re m a in e d  a t  K ennonw ood. In  1933 , h o w e v e r , 
a f te r  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  w ere  m oved a g a in  to  S h re v e p o rt a n d  th e  n ew  s ta f f  
o rg a n iz a t io n  w as c o m p le te d , th e  o w n e rsh ip  in a u g u ra te d  a  p o lic y  o f 
re g u la r  p rogram m ing  s c h e d u le  o f n e w s , s p o r t s ,  a n d  m u s ic .
For th e  n e w s  p re s e n ta t io n  KWKH s u b s c r ib e d  to  T ra n s ra d io  P re s s  
S e rv ic e  w h ich  w a s  a v a i la b le  to  in d iv id u a l s t a t io n s  an d  w h ic h  w a s  c re a te d  
e s p e c ia l ly  fo r r a d io .  S ta ff  a n n o u n c e rs  p re p a re d  re g u la r  n e w s c a s t s  from  
in fo rm a tio n  by th is  s o u rc e . '*  The s ta t io n  b ro a d c a s t  tw o  ty p e s  o f s p o r ts  
n e w s . F i r s t ,  th e re  w as a  re g u la r ly  sc h e d u le d  program  w h ic h  c o n s i s te d  
o f in te rv ie w s  w ith  a u th o r i t ie s  a n d  c o m m e n ta rie s  on th e  l a t e s t  s p o r ts  n e w s .
4Ib id .
5F e d e ra l C o m m u n ica tio n  C o m m iss io n  Q u e s t io n n a ir e ,  1 9 41 . T h is 
w a s  i s s u e d  fo llo w in g  th e  C o m m iss io n  O rder N o . 7 9 , M arch  20 , 1 9 4 1 . A 
c o p y  of th e  c o m p le te d  q u e s t io n n a ire  re m a in s  in  th e  f i le s  o f R adio  S ta tio n  
KWKH.
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T h en , b e g in n in g  in  1933 , on  a f te rn o o n s  w h en  th e  C e n te n a ry  G e n tle m e n  
o f  C e n te n a ry  C o lle g e  p la y e d  fo o tb a l l  g am es  in  S h re v e p o rt, KWKH b ro a d ­
c a s t  a  p la y  by  p la y  d e s c r ip t io n .  At th e  c lo s e  o f th e  g a m e s , th e  a n ­
n o u n c e r  r e p e a te d  s c o r e s  a n d  r e la te d  s to r i e s  w h ic h  su m m arize d  th e  a c t io n .  
A no ther p rogram  w a s  a  m u s ic a l p r e s e n ta t io n  e a c h  n ig h t fe a tu r in g  a  g roup  
c a l le d  th e  S trin g  E n se m b le , c o m p o se d  o f A vian  B. R e ic h e , c e l lo i s t ;
C
R obert C a r l to n ,  J r . ,  p ia n is t ;  a n d  V ic to r L a rm a y e a r, v io l in i s t .
O n O c to b e r  2 , 1934 , KWKH b e ca m e  th e  o n e  h u n d re d th  ra d io  s ta t io n  
to  jo in  th e  C o lu m b ia  B ro a d c a s tin g  S y s te m . At th is  tim e KWKH s e c u re d  
p e rm is s io n  from  th e  F e d e ra l C o m m u n ic a tio n s  C o m m iss io n  to  o p e ra te  fu ll  
tim e from  s ix  in  th e  m orn ing  u n til  m id n ig h t w ith  a  p o w er of 1 0 ,0 0 0  w a tts  
a t  a  f re q u e n c y  of 1100 k i lo c y c le s .  P rio r to  jo in in g  th e  n e tw o rk , a  n e w  
tra n s m it te r  w a s  b u i l t  u n d e r th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  A ntony a t  a  lo c a t io n  e ig h t  
m ile s  n o rth  of S h re v e p o rt on th e  M o o rin g sp o rt R oad . M ore  th a n  s ix te e n  
w e e k s  w ere  re q u ire d  fo r  d raw in g  p la n s  a n d  s e t t in g  up th e  n e w  t r a n s m it te r .  
S in c e  th e  n ew  lo c a tio n  w a s  n e a r  th e  M u n ic ip a l A irpo rt o f S h re v e p o r t, th e  
to w e r w as e q u ip p e d  w ith  a  to p  l ig h t  th a t  c o n s ta n t ly  f la s h e d  th e  l e t t e r s  "RTN 
in  In te rn a tio n a l  M o rse  C o d e  to  s ig n ify  to  p i lo ts  th a t  th is  w a s  a  ra d io  to w e r .
N etw ork  a f f i l ia t io n  b ro u g h t c e r ta in  a d v a n ta g e s  to  KWKH. W ith  i t s
1 0 ,0 0 0  w a tt  p o w e r, i t  w a s  a lr e a d y  th e  m o st po w erfu l r a d io  s ta t io n  w ith in  
a  ra d iu s  o f tw o h u n d red  m ile s .  As a n  a f f i l ia te  o f  th e  C o lu m b ia  c h a in ,
g
S h re v e p o rt T oum al. O c to b e r  2 , 1 9 34 .
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it  w as a b le  to  bring  to  l is te n e r s  th e  netw ork  program s in te r s p e rs e d  w ith
lo c a l  p ro g ram s. T his a f f i l ia tio n  p e rm itted  th e  s ta tio n  to  in c lu d e  a  w ider
v a rie ty  of p rogram s th an  w as p rev io u s ly  p o s s ib le .  KWKH w as th e  se c o n d
7
rad io  s ta t io n  in  S h reveport to  a f f i l ia te  w ith  a  n e tw o rk . H ow ever, KWKH 
h ad  becom e th e  C o lum bia  o u tle t  fo r N orth L o u is ia n a , South A rk a n sa s , and  
E a s t T ex a s , th e  te rr ito ry  i t  s e rv e d .
On th e  o ff ic ia l d a te  of a f f i l ia t io n , Jam es O w en s , Rector o f Sttltit 
M arks E p isco p a l C h u rch , d e liv e re d  th e  d ed ic a to ry  in v o c a tio n . At 7 p .  m. 
C olum bia B roadcasting  S ystem  d e d ic a te d  a  program  to i ts  one hundred th  
s ta t io n , KWKH, w ith  a  num ber of rad io  p e rs o n a l i t ie s  p a r t ic ip a tin g . Be­
g inn ing  a t e le v e n  o 'c lo c k , th e re  w as a  lo c a l c e le b ra tio n  of KWKH's a d ­
vancem en t in  w hich  lo c a l ta le n t  perform ed u n til  th e  e a r ly  hours o f th e
m orning . T hus, KWKH jo in e d  th e  C o lum bia  c h a in  a s  th e  netw ork  c e le b ra te d
8
i t s  se v e n th  y e a r  on th e  a i r .  The fo llow ing  program  sc h e d u le  a p p e a re d  in  
th e  S h reveport Journal on  O c to b er 5 , 1934, th e  th ird  day  fo llow ing  th e  
s ta t io n 's  a f f i l ia t io n  w ith th e  n e tw o rk . I t  is  in te re s tin g  to  no te  th a t  of 
th e  a fte rn o o n  and  ev en in g  p ro g ram s, four o r ig in a te d  a t  th e  KWKH S tu d io s . 
T hese  w ere "KWKH D irec to ry , " "S ports P a rad e , " "KWKH E n s e m b le ," and  
"John E . Brown. "  Of th e  S atu rday  m orning program s ap p ro x im ate ly  o n e -  
th ird  o rig in a te d  a t  KWKH w h ile  ap p ro x im ate ly  tw o -th ird s  o f the  program s 
w ere  from th e  n e tw o rk .
7
'R a d io  S ta tio n  KTBS, ow ned by a  n e w sp a p e r, The S hreveport T im es, 
h a d  jo in e d  th e  N ationa l B roadcasting  C om pany on  February  28, 1932, under 
th e  o w nersh ip  of th e  T ri-S ta te  B roadcasting  C o rp o ra tio n .
^S hreveport T im es. N ovem ber 21, 1948.
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LOCAL RADIO PROGRAMS 
FRIDA* AFTERNOON
KWKH
1 30 p . m . — W orld  S e r ie s  Ball G am e, CBS
3 30 p . m . — U n ited  S ta te s  Army Band, CBS
4 00 p . m . — From C h ic a g o , CBS
4 15 p . m . — From C h ic a g o , CBS
4 30 p . m . — M ilto n  C h a r le s ,  O rg an , CBS
4 45 p . m . — From C h ic a g o , CBS
5 00 p . m . K altenbom  E d its  N e w s , CBS
5 15 p . m . — M u s ic a l  J ig sa w , CBS
5 30 p . m . — T hree Brown B o a r s , R adio  N e w s , CBS
5 45 p . m . — From C h ic a g o , CBS
6 00 p . m . — KWKH D ire c to r , S tud io
6 30 p . m . — D an R u s s o 's  O rc h e s tra ,  CBS
6 45 p . m . — B etw een  Book E n d s , CBS
7 00 p . m . — John E . Brown, S tud io
7 15 p . m . — M ary , Je a n  a n d  Jo , CBS
7 30 p . m . — R eal L ife  D ram as , CBS
7 45 p . m . — KWKH E n se m b le , S tu d io
8 15 p . m. — S p o rts  P a ra d e , S tud io
8 30 p . m . — H ollyw ood  H o te l,  CBS
9 00 p . m . — H ollyw ood  H o te l, CBS
9 30 p . m . — C a lifo rn ia  M e lo d ie s , CBS
10 00 p . m . — M u s ic a l A u d itio n s , CBS
10 15 p . m . — H enry  B u s s e 's  O rc h e s tra , CBS
10 30 p . m. — Earl H im e s , CBS
10 45 p . m . — C h a r le s  B arnet a n d  O rc h e s tra ,  CBS
11 00 p . m . — H erb ie  Kaye an d  H is  O rc h e s tra ,  CBS
11 30 p . m . — D an R u sso  a n d  O rc h e s tra ,  CBS
12 00 m . — Sign O ff
SATURDAY
6:45 a .  m . —  John E . Brown, S tud io
7:00 a .  m . — B re ak fas t C a b a re t ,  S tud io
7:30 a .  m . —  S ilv e r  S t r a in s ,  CBS
7:45 a .  m . — M orning  M e d ita tio n s , S tud io
8:00 a .  m . — C h e e r  U p, CBS
8:15 a .  m . —  F e ib le m a n -S e a rs , Rem ote
8:30  a .  m . —  C h e e r  U p, CBS
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9:00 a . m . — M ello w  M o m en ts , CBS
9:30 a . m . — Radio N e w s— L e t 's  P re te n d , CBS
9:45 a . m . — L e t 's  P re te n d , CBS
10:00 a . m . — U ncle  J a c k 's  B irthday  P a r ty , S tu d io
10:30 a . m . — C o n c e r t M in ia tu re s , CBS
11:00 a . m . — C o n n ie  G a te s ,  CBS
11:15 a . m . — A long th e  V olga, CBS
11:30 a . m . — KWKH L uncheon  M u s ic , S tud io
12:00 n . — G eorge  H all a n d  O rc h e s tra , CBS
12:30 P . m . — E sth e r  V elas an d  E n se m b le , CBS
1:00 P . m . — D an R u s s o 's  O rc h e s tra ,  CBS
NEW PROGRAMMING POLICIES UNDER THE OWNERSHIP 
OF THE SHREVEPORT TIMES
O n A pril 1, 1935 , John D . E w ing, e d ito r  an d  p u b lis h e r  o f th e
S h rev ep o rt T im e s , p u rc h a se d  Radio S ta tio n  KWKH from  th e  In te rn a tio n a l
B ro ad castin g  C o rp o ra tio n . The T im es now  b ecam e  ow ner o f tw o rad io
s ta t io n s  in  S h re v e p o rt, KTBS, w h ich  w as p u rc h a s e d  on O c to b e r  21, 1934,
9
a n d  KWKH. Ew ing w as re lu c ta n t  to  a ssu m e  o w n e rsh ip  o f a  s e c o n d  ra d io  
s t a t io n .  H o w ev er, w hen th e  o n ly  o th e r  p ro s p e c tiv e  b u y e r re v e a le d  h is  
in te n tio n  to  m ove th e  s ta t io n  to  D a l la s ,  T e x a s , Ewing m ade th e  p u rc h a se  
in  o rd e r to  r e ta in  th e  s ta t io n  in  S h re v e p o rt.
S in ce  th e  s tu d io s  fo r Radio S ta tio n  KTBS w ere  lo c a te d  in  th e  Y ouree 
H o te l, th e  n ew ly  p u rc h a s e d  s ta t io n  w a s  m oved  in to  th e  sam e  lo c a tio n  w here  
bo th  s ta t io n s  m ight u se  th e  sam e s tu d io  f a c i l i t i e s  an d  s t a f f .  W hen  th e  tw o 
s ta t io n s  w ere  jo in e d , Ew ing a n d  h is  s ta f f  m ade s e v e ra l  p la n s  fo r th e ir
^ S ta tio n  KTBS b ro a d c a s t  w ith  1 0 0 0 -w a tt pow er on  a  fre q u e n c y  of 
1450 k i lo c y o la s .
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im m e d ia te  im p ro v em en t. F i r s t ,  th e  m an ag em en t p la n n e d  to  im prove p ro ­
g ram s a n d  to  a t t r a c t  a d v e r t is e r s  to  u t i l i z e  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f th e  s t a t i o n s . 
N e x t, th e  s ta f f  p la n n e d  to  m ove th e  s ta t io n s  in to  n e w  s tu d io s .
As a  p re lim in a ry  m ove to  a t t r a c t  tim e  b u y e rs  fo r b o th  s t a t i o n s ,
KWXH-KTBS Jo in tly  p u b l is h e d  th e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f O n th e  L e v e l,  a  h o u se
o rg an  w h ich  w a s  d e s ig n e d  c h ie f ly  to  k e e p  lo c a l  b u s in e s s  a n d  c iv ic  le a d e r s
a b re a s t  o f th e  l a t e s t  c o m m erc ia l d e v e lo p m e n ts  p f th e  tw o  s t a t i o n s . In
th is  f i r s t  i s s u e  on  Jan u ary  1, 1936 , m any o f th e  KWKH p ro g ram s w ere
d i s c u s s e d .  A ccord ing  to  th is  s o u rc e ,  KWKH b ro a d c a s t  th re e  f i f te e n
m in u te  n e w s  p ro g ram s e a c h  d a y . A fu ll tim e  s ta f f  m em ber w a s  e m p lo y ed
by  th e  tw o  s ta t io n s  to  e d i t  th e  U n ite d  P re s s  d is p a tc h e s  an d  to  s e c u re
lo c a l  n ew s fo r b r o a d c a s t s . O ne program  w h ic h  o r ig in a te d  lo c a l ly  f e a tu re d
G la d d e n  H a r r is o n , a  S h re v ep o rt m an , re m in is c in g  a b o u t th e  b a t t l e s  o f th e
R ainbow  D iv is io n  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  Army du rin g  W o rld  W ar I .  The lo c a l
S a lv a tio n  Army p r e s e n te d  th re e  p ro g ram s e a c h  w e e k . H il lb i l ly  e n te r ta in e r
g ro u p s  th a t  b ro a d c a s t  e a c h  d ay  In c lu d e d  th e  Lone S ta r  C o w b o y s , th e
S u n sh in e  B o y s, a n d  th e  P a ra d is e  E n te r ta in e r s . R e lig io u s  p ro g ram s
l i s t e d  fo r S unday  b ro a d c a s ts  w ere  th e  S a in t M a rk s  E p is c o p a l C h u rc h  in
th e  m orn ing  a n d  th e  F ir s t  B a p tis t C h u rc h  a t  n ig h t .  N e tw ork  p ro g ram s w h ich
re c e iv e d  m en tio n  w ere  M o n tlc e llo  P a rty  L in e , t r a n s c r ib e d ,  M ai o r B ow es.
F red  W arin g  S h o w . P h il B ak er, E d d ie  C a n to r ,  a n d  th e  C l a r a . L u . a n d  Em 
10P ro g ram .
10Q n th e  L e v e l. I (January  1, 1936), N o . 1 . The KWKH-KTBS h o u s e  
o rg a n , u s u a l ly  fo u r p a g e s  in  s i z e ,  d e s ig n e d  to  a t t r a c t  b u y e rs  to  u s e  th e  
f a c i l i t i e s  o f th e  s t a t i o n s .
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In  a d d itio n  to  th e  program  d e s c r ip t io n s  th is  Jan u ary  1, 1936, i s s u e  
On th e  L eve l p re s e n te d  to  p ro s p e c t iv e  tim e  b u y e rs  th e  fo llo w in g  d e ­
ta i le d  c o v e ra g e  in fo rm atio n  fo r  S ta tio n  KWKH.
Prim ary S eco n d ary
N um ber o f C o u n tie s 19 194
U rban P o p u la tio n 2 0 0 ,0 4 2 2 ,5 9 5 ,7 6 1
Rural P o p u la tio n 4 9 7 ,2 9 5 4 ,1 3 3 ,7 3 0
T o ta l P o p u la tio n 6 9 7 ,3 3 7 6 ,7 2 9 ,4 9 1
T o ta l F a m ilie s 1 6 5 ,3 6 1 1 ,6 3 4 ,2 1 9
Radio H om es 6 7 ,3 3 0 7 5 1 ,4 3 0
R adio L is te n e rs 2 5 5 ,8 5 4 2 ,8 4 6 ,7 3 6
KWKH h a s  te n  t im e s  th e  p o w er o f th e  on ly  ^ th e r  ne tw ork  
s ta t io n  in  a  150 m ile  ra d iu s  from  S h rev ep o rt an d  e a s i ly  dom i­
n a te s  th e  w e a lth y  o il  a re a s  o f A rk a n s a s , L o u is ia n a  a n d  T e x a s . 
S h re v ep o rt i s  s u f f ic ie n tly  i s o la te d  g e o g ra p h ic a lly  from  th e  
o th e r  im p o rtan t c i t i e s  a s  to  m ake i t  v ir tu a lly  fre e  from  ra d io  
c o m p e ti t io n . Fort W orth  a n d  D a lla s  a re  m ore th a n  200 m ile s  
to  th e  w e s t; H o u s to n , 250 m ile s  to  th e  so u th w e s t;  a n d  N ew  
O r le a n s ,  325 m ile s  to  th e  s o u th e a s t .  The KWKH c o m b in ed  
p rim ary  an d  s e c o n d a ry  a re a  ra n k s  29th in  th e  C o lu m b ia  l i s t  
o f 96 s ta t io n s  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s .  O n ly  28 s ta t io n s  h a v e  
la rg e r  a u d ie n c e s ,  an d  o f th is  num ber 13 a re  on  th e  b a s ic  n e t ­
w o rk . In  th e  South  p ro p e r , th e  a u d ie n c e  o f KWKH i s  s u rp a s s e d  
o n ly  by th a t  o f th e  C o lu m b ia  s ta t io n s  in  C h a r lo t te ,  N orth  
C a ro l in a ,  D a l la s ,  T e x a s , a n d  O k lahom a C i ty .  W ith  i t s  
s p e c ia l ly  d e s ig n e d  1 0 ,0 0 0  w a tt  t r a n s m it te r ,  KWKH is  one  
o f th e  b e s t  e q u ip p e d  s ta t io n s  in  th e  c o u n try . S in ce  th e  
C o lu m b ia  D ay an d  N ig h t su rv e y  w as m ad e , a  n ew  v e r t lc le  
^T ic7 r a d ia to r  a n te n n a  s y s te m  h a s  b e e n  in s ta l l e d  w h ich  
d o u b le s  th e  e f fe c t iv e  p o w er o f th e  KWKH s ig n a l ,  a n d  in s u re s  
maxim um  s e rv ic e  fo r i t s  a d v e r t i s e r s . 1
S ix  m onths l a t e r  th e  Ju n e , 1936 , i s s u e  of O n th e  L ev e l re p o r te d  th a t  
th e  s ta t io n  h a d  e x p e r ie n c e d  a n  in c r e a s e  of 208 p e r  c e n t  in  a d v e r t is in g
11I b i d . , p .  3 .
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volum e s in c e  1935 . The m anagem en t a tt r ib u te d  th is  g a in  la rg e ly  to  th e  
grow th  o f in d u s tr ie s  in  L o u is ia n a , A rk a n sa s , an d  E a s t  T e x a s , w ith  p e r­
h a p s  th e  m ost im p o rtan t in d u s tr ia l  d ev e lo p m en t o c cu rrin g  in  th e  o il 
12
in d u s try .
On A ugust 2, 1936, th e  m anagem en t a c c o m p lish e d  th e  s e c o n d  
m ajor Im provem ent p ro je c te d  fo r th e  s ta t io n .  KWKH a n d  KTBS m oved 
in to  o f f ic e s  in  th e  C om m erc ia l N a tio n a l Bank B uilding a n d  c o n tin u e d  to  
sh a re  f a c i l i t i e s . The new  hom e of th e  ra d io  s ta t io n s  in c lu d e d  th re e  
s tu d io s ,  tw o c o n tro l ro o m s, a s p a c e  for v i s i to r s ,  and  a u d itio n  room  an d  
e le v e n  o f f i c e s .
The so u n d  e n g in e e rs  d e s ig n e d  th e  s tu d io s  to  se rv e  
p a r t ic u la r  n e e d s , an d  no t to  f i l l  th e  a v a i la b le  s p a c e . The 
s tu d io s  va ry  in  s i z e ,  w ith  the  s m a lle s t  o f them  affo rd in g  
a cco m m o d a tio n s  for sm a ll in s tru m e n ta l g ro u p s , in d iv id u a l 
p e rfo rm e rs , v o c a l is ts  an d  s p e a k e r s .  The s e c o n d  la r g e s t  
s tu d io  i s  s u f f ic ie n t  in  s iz e  to  acco m m o d ate  d a n c e  o r c h e s t r a s ,  
s in g in g  g ro u p s an d  d ram a tic  p re s e n ta t io n s  u s in g  m u sic  an d  
d ia lo g u e . The la rg e  s tu d io  is  s u i ta b le  for la rg e  o r c h e s t r a s ,  
b a n d s  an d  o th e r  p re s e n ta tio n s  re q u ir in g  a n  u n u su a l am ount 
o f s p a c e .  A s tu d io  a u d ie n c e  c a n  b e  am ply  c a re d  fo r in  th is  
s tu d io .
The tw o c o n tro l room s h a v e  t r ip le  p la te  g la s s  w indow s 
a n d  a re  i s o la te d  from  th e  s tu d io s  by  " f lo a t in g . "  A u n ique  
co m b in a tio n  o f e le c t r ic  door lo c k s ,  o p e ra te d  s im u lta n e o u s ly  
w ith  m icrophone  c o n tro ls ,  w ill p re c lu d e  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f 
in te r ru p tio n s  w h ile  p rogram s a re  on th e  a i r .  ^
The c o n s tru c tio n  of th e  s tu d io s  w as id e n t ic a l  to  th e  s tu d io s  of th e  N a tio n a l
B ro ad castin g  C om pany  in  Radio C i ty ,  N ew  Y ork, th e  h o u se  o rg an  re p o r te d .
1 ̂ Q n  th e  L e v e l . I (June , 1936), N o . 6 , p .  1 . 
th e  L e v e l , I (Ju ly , 1936), N o . 7 , p .  3 .
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C re d it  fo r th e  d e s ig n  of th e  KWKH-KTBS s tu d io s  w as g iv e n  to  W illiam  B.
W e in e r , S h rev ep o rt A rc h ite c t, a n d  to  th e  J o h n s -M a n v ille  C om pany  so u n d  
14e n g in e e r s .
A lthough A ugust 2 w as d e d ic a tio n  d ay  fo r th e  n ew  s tu d io s , th e  
a c tu a l  m ove w as a c c o m p lish e d  o v e rn ig h t on  W e d n e sd a y , Ju ly  15 . Be­
tw e en  m idn igh t and  th e  tim e fo r th e  s ta t io n s  to  re tu rn  to  th e  a i r  th e  fo l­
low ing  m orning th e  s t a t i o n s ' e n g in e e rs  an d  te c h n ic ia n s  a c c o m p lish e d  th e  
m ove w ith o u t lo s s  o f b ro a d c a s t  t im e . They tra n s fe r re d  th e  e q u ip m en t 
from  th e  W ash in g to n  Y ouree H o te l to  th e  s e c o n d  flo o r o f th e  C om m erc ia l 
B u ild ing , in s ta l l e d  i t ,  an d  p re p a re d  i t  for b ro a d c a s t  o p e ra t io n .
In th e  s p e c ia l  e d itio n  o f th e  s t a t i o n s ' p u b lic a tio n  On th e  L evel a p ­
p e a re d  th e  c o m p le te  s c h e d u le  fo r KWKH fo r S u n d ay , A ugust 2 , D e d ic a tio n  
D ay . The b a la n c e  b e tw ee n  p rogram s o r ig in a tin g  w ith  th e  n e tw o rk  an d  
w ith  th e  s ta t io n s  own f a c i l i t i e s  s e e m s  a p p ro p ria te  for th is  s p e c ia l  d a y . 
A .M .
8 :00  C h u rc h  o f th e  A ir, CBS 
8 :30  P re s s  R adio  N e w s , CBS 
8:35 P o e tic  S tr in g s ,  CBS 
8:45 Touring w ith  Reddy K ilow att 
9 :15  D ay D ream s, CBS
9:30 C om m ercia l N a tio n a l Bank P re s e n ts  M adge M cA nally 
10:00 B a rk sd a le 's  S a lu te  to  KTBS a n d  KWKH 
19:15 S a lt  L ake T a b e rn a c le  C h o ir , CBS 
10:30 O lym pic G am es C om m en tary , CBS 
10:45 CBS-BBC N ew s E x ch a n g e , CBS
11:00 M orning S e rv ic e s  from  S t .  M a rk 's  E p isc o p a l C h u rch  
12:00 C h u rch  of th e  A ir, CBS
14Ib id .
15O n th e  L e v e l. I (A ugust, 1936), N o . 8 , p .  1 .
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P .M .
12:30 H ig h lig h ts  o f Y e s te rd a y  a n d  Today 
12:35 S t .  L ou is B lu es , CBS 
1:00 G e n e ra l T ire R evue 
1:15 P a ra d is e  E n te r ta in e rs  
1:30 O ld  W orld  M e lo d ie s  
1:45 B reeze  Time 
2:15 S tan d ard  V a rie tie s  
2:30 Songs o f R u s s ia , CBS 
2:45 S h re v e p o r t 's  E d u ca to rs  
3 :00  O lym pic  G am es R esum e, CBS 
3:15 Ann L ea f, O rg a n is t ,  CBS 
3:30 T alk  by John L . Avery 
3 :32  S a lv a to re  N o fe ri, V io lin is t 
3:45 S tring  E nsem b le  
4:00 S p a rc o le n e  70 Revue 
4:30 C o u n try  C h u rch  o f H ollyw ood  
4:45 The H om ely P h ilo so p h e r
The se g m en t b e tw ee n  fiv e  o 'c lo c k  an d  6:15 w as no t d is t in g u is h a b le  
on  th e  c o p y . H al G ray so n  a n d  H is O rc h e s tra  p erfo rm ed , b u t th e  tim e 
se g m en t w as  n o t c le a r .  Two n e tw o rk  program s an d  one  lo c a l  p rogram  of 
u n c e r ta in  ty p e  a p p e a re d  du rin g  th e  p e r io d .
6:15 In te rv ie w — M e s s rs .W ie n e r  an d  T readw ell 
6 :30 P h ila d e lp h ia  Sum m er C o n c e r t ,  CBS 
8 :00  Jo in t Program — KTBS a n d  KWKH
9:00 V incen t L opez a n d  H is  O rc h e s tra ,  KWKH D e d ic a tio n , CBS 
10:00 Don R oss an d  H is  O rc h e s tra ,  CBS 
10:15 A S tud io  Tour
10:30 C h a r lie  B arnet an d  H is  O rc h e s tra ,  CBS 
11:00 M ilto n  C h a r le s ,  O rg a n is t ,  CBS 
11:15 C a rl S c h r le b e r  an d  H is O rc h e s tra ,  CBS 
11:30 Jo se p h  C h e m ia v s k y  a n d  H is  O rc h e s tra , CBS 
12:00 S ine
In  N ovem ber, 1939 , th e  F ed e ra l C o m m un ica tion  C o m m issio n  g ra n te d  
KWKH a n  in c re a s e  in  pow er to  5 0 ,0 0 0  w a t t s .  T h u s , S h rev ep o rt becam e  th e  
s m a l le s t  tow n in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  to  h a v e  a  ra d io  s ta t io n  w ith  f if ty  k ilo ­
w a t t s .  O n S u n d ay , N ovem ber 12 , KWKH b e g a n  tra n s m ittin g  p rog ram s o v e r
a  new  5 0 ,0 0 0  w a tt in s ta l la t io n  lo c a te d  n e a r  D ix ie , L o u is ia n a , no rth  of 
S h re v e p o r t .1® T his p la n t w as b u ilt  a t  a  c o s t  of $200, 000 . ^
KWKH c e le b ra te d  i t s  new  pow er in c re a s e  w ith  open  h o u s e , in v itin g  
th e  p u b lic  to  In sp e c t  the  u ltra -m o d e m  b ro a d c a s tin g  equipm ent on  th e  
th ir ty - tw o  a c re  t r a c t  of la n d .  In te re s te d  p e rso n s  w ere  In v ite d  to  v iew  
th e  s te e l  a n d  c o n c re te  pow er p la n t , th e  e n g in e e r 's  r e s id e n c e , and  th e  
th re e  four hundred  e ig h ty -fo o t a n te n n a  to w ers  w h ich  w ere  a lm o st th ir ty  
fe e t  h ig h er th a n  th e  s ta te  c a p ito l a t  Baton R ouge. On top  of e a c h  tow er, 
w hich  w eighed  5 6 ,0 0 0  pounds, w as a  1000 w a tt red  dan g er s ig n a l to  w arn 
a irp la n e s  o f th e  ta l l  s t r u c tu r e s . The pow er p la n t i t s e l f  w as e q u ip p e d  w ith  
a  ro ta tin g  w arn ing  l ig h t .  The a n te n n a  w as one of th e  m ost m odem  of i ts  
k in d , a  th re e  e le m e n t d e v ic e  of d ire c tio n a l c o n s tru c t io n . I ts  fu ll s tre n g th  
c o u ld  be  d iffu se d  in  a ll  d ire c tio n s  o r c o n c e n tra te d  on a  sm all a r e a . 1,8 
W ith  th is  a n te n n a  KWKH p e rm itted  50 , 000 w a tts  of pow er to  d iffu se  in 
a ll  d ire c tio n s  in  th e  d ay tim e , bu t a t n ig h t the  fu ll s tre n g th  w as narrow ed  
and  c o n c e n tra te d  th rough  th e  S o u th e a s t, South an d  S o u th w e s t. W hen th e  
pow er w as n a rrow ed , i t  w as eq u a l to  ab o u t 170, 000 w a tts  in  th e  c o v erag e  
a r e a s .  A lthough KWKH w as h e a rd  in  a l l  d ire c tio n s  from S h rev ep o rt, the
^ A c c o rd in g  to  Antony and  G unn ing , th is  tra n sm ittin g  equ ipm ent 
w as "hom e-m ade" from p a rts  of Radio C o rp o ra tio n  of A m erica equ ipm ent 
w hich  h ad  b een  u s e d . Antony d ire c te d  th e  b u ild in g  o f th is  s ta t io n .
^ T h e  S hreveport T im es, N ovem ber 12, 1939.
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m ain a re a  of s e rv ic e  w as to  th e  so u th  of the  s ta t io n .  A p p aren tly , b ro ad ­
c a s t s  w ere  h ea rd  a t g re a t d is ta n c e s  b e c a u se  le t te r s  from South A m erica
ig
s ta te d  th a t  KWKH h ad  good  re c e p tio n  th e r e .
A ccording  to  a  n e w sp a p er rep o rt, th e  a c tu a l a s se m b lin g  of th e  ta l l
to w ers  req u ire d  on ly  tw e lv e  hours s in c e  th e y  w ere  p u rc h a se d  in  p ie c e s
an d  s e c t io n s  w hich  re q u ire d  m ere a sse m b ly  and  no a c tu a l  c o n s tru c tio n .
In s ta l l in g  and te s t in g  th e  d e lic a te  equ ipm en t h o u se d  in  th e  tra n sm ittin g
p la n t took  a  fa r  lo n g e r  p e rio d  of tim e . This tra n sm ittin g  equ ipm en t for
th e  new  a n te n n a  co u ld  be f i l le d  w ith  1 8 ,0 0 0  v o lts  of e le c t r ic i ty  w hich
w ould  be  d ire c te d  a lo n g  c e r ta in  w ire  c h a n n e ls .  H ow ever, s in c e  th e s e
e le c t r ic a l  c h a rg e s  co u ld  a ls o  f lo a t a round  in  th e  su rround ing  a ir ,  the
p la n t w as e re c te d  w ith  pow erful sa fe g u a rd s  to  p rov ide  u tm o st p ro te c tio n
to  hum an b e in g s . This equ ipm en t w as b u ilt in to  a  g la s s  e n c lo s e d  room ,
th e  e n tra n c e  of w hich w as gu ard ed  by e ig h t lo c k s .  W h en ev er a key  tu rn ed
one of th o se  lo c k s , the  tu rn ing  key  a u to m a tic a lly  d isc o n n e c te d  th e  pow er
an d  th e  1 8 ,0 0 0  v o lts  of e le c t r ic i ty  v a n is h e d . In  o rd er to  g a in  e n tra n c e
in to  th is  room so  a liv e  w ith  e le c t r ic i ty ,  a p e rso n  h ad  to  u n lo ck  th e  e ig h t
s e p a ra te  lo c k s  in  a  c e r ta in  s e q u e n c e . If the  door sh o u ld  be broken  down
in  any  w ay , a ll  o f th e  e le c tr ic a l  c o n n e c tio n s  w ould  im m ed ia te ly  be b roken
an d  th e  s ta tio n  c u t o ff th e  a i r .  In  th is  room , w hich  w as c o n s id e re d  a i r -
20
t ig h t , s a fe ty  w as th e  k e y n o te .
*^The S hreveport T im es. N ovem ber 12, 1939. 
20 Ib id .
W ith  th is  in c re a s e  in  pow er, KWKH jo in e d  f if te e n  o th e r  50, 000 
w a tt s ta t io n s  a f f i l ia te d  w ith  th e  C o lu m b ia  B ro a d ca s tin g  S y s te m . Of th o s e  
s ix te e n  su p e r-p o w e re d  s ta t io n s  on th e  C o lu m b ia  c h a in ,  KWKH w as o n e  of 
n in e  w h ich  w ere  In d e p e n d e n tly  o w n e d . O n T u e sd a y , N ovem ber 14, 1939, 
C o lu m b ia  s a lu te d  KWKH fo r i t s  new  s t a t u s .  At th is  tim e th e  n e tw o rk  a ls o  
g a v e  n a tio n a l  re c o g n itio n  to  th e  South  an d  S o u th w e s t an d  to  th e  s e rv ic e  
th o s e  a r e a s  w ould  now  e x p e r ie n c e  th rough  th is  ad d ed  p o w e r. KWKH 
re c e iv e d  l e t t e r s  and  te le g ra m s  o f c o n g ra tu la t io n s  for m any a re a s  of th e  
co u n try  b e c a u s e  of th is  in c re a s e d  pow er w h ich  b ro u g h t o v e r th re e  m illio n  
p e o p le  o f  th e  S o u th w e s t in to  i t s  s e rv ic e  a r e a .  The s ta t io n  r e c e iv e d  r e ­
p o rts  th a t  re c e p tio n  w a s  s tro n g  in  South  A m erica , N ew  Z e a la n d , H a w a ii,
21
a n d  C e n tra l  A m e ric a .
The d e d ic a tio n  d ay  sc h e d u le  o f p rog ram s w hich  a p p e a re d  in  th e  
S h rev ep o rt T im es on N ovem ber 12, 1939, fo llo w s .
DESCRIPTION OF 
A .M . NAME OF PROGRAM SPONSOR PROGRAM
6:00 The London S in g e rs
6:15 A cco rd ian a
6:30  V aughan Q u a r te t
7:00  To be an n o u n ced
7:10 S a lu te  to  KWKH by KRMD Van P a tr ic k , m a s te r  of
c e re m o n ie s ;  E liz a b e th  
A lford , p ia n is t  & 
v o c a l is t ;  M a d e lin e  
R o g e rs , v o c a l is t
7:25 S a lu te  to  KWKH by KTBS B lackw ood B ros.
Q u a r te t
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7:40 C a fe  C a p e rs  
7:50 U n ited  P re s s  N ew s
8:00 A P enny  S e ren ad e
C o lu m b ia  R e s tu a r . 
S ev e n -U p  
J . C .  P enny  C o .
8:15 A D ream  M ade Real M a g n o lia  P k g . C o .
8:30 T alk  by C L  Embrey C h u rc h  o f C h r is t
9 :00 The A m erican  S ystem ML Bath C o .
9:15 O rgan  R everie Hom e F ed e ra l S a v ­
in g s  & L oan  A s sn .
9:30 B o ss ie r  C ity  S a lu te B o ss ie r  C ity
9:45 G oing South
10:00 S ix  S e rv a n ts
10:30 C om m unity  S ing
10:50 S p o rts  w ith  Jerry
Bozem an 
11:00 M orn ing  S e rv ic e s
w ith  D r. O w ens 
12:00 L e t 's  L is te n  to
N oon Jam es S tone
12:30 T alk  by A. L .
W edgew orth
12:45 U n ited  P re s s  N ew s
1:00 H o u se  by th e  S id e  of
th e  Road 
1:30 D ebunk ing  M ilk
S u p e rs t i tio n s  
1:45 Say I t  W ith  F low ers
2:00 A utom otive R eporter
2:15 Sport H igh L ig h ts
G1 a s  s e l l  G e n e ra l 
C o n s tru c tio n  C o . 
S o u th w e s te rn  G a s  & 
E le c tr ic  C o .
C om m unity  S to re s  
E vans S p o rting  G oods 
C o .
S t .  M arks E p isc o p a l 
C h u rch
S h re v ep o rt G ra in  & 
E le v a to r  C o .
V ic e -P re s id e n t o f C h am b er 
o f C om m erce (s u b je c t  to  
c h a n g e  
M . Levy C o .
S e lb e r  B ro s .
M u sic
M u s ic  a n d  ta lk  on 
o rig in  o f P en n ey  
s to re s
M u sic  an d  ta lk  on “A 
D ream  W orth  A M illio n  
D o lla rs  "
M u sic  an d  ta lk  "The 
A m erican  S y stem "
O rgan  m u sic  
M u sic  by  L ions C lu b  
Q u a r te t  an d  T alk  by 
M ayor H offm an F u lle r  
An In s p ira t io n a l  
s to ry .
In te re s t in g  f a c ts  a b o u t 
e le c t r i c a l  s e rv a n ts  
M u sic
Jam es S tone  B aritone
Je rse y  G o ld  
C re a m e rie s  
C la u d e  D an ce
Pan  A m erican  P e ­
tro leum  (Ralph 
Brandon)
C e n tra l  L br. C o .
M u sic  & ta lk  ab o u t 
jo y  of ow ning  hom e 
In  t i t l e .
In te re s t in g  f a c ts  ab o u t 
f lo w e r s .
A utom obile  n ew s
D ra m a tiz a tio n  o f h ig h  
l ig h ts  in  sp o r ts  (P h ila . 
C h ic a g o  W orld  S e r ie s  
gam e 1929; D e m p sey - 
T unney f ig h t 1926, 
e t c . )
I l l
2:30 H is to ry  o f KWKH
2:45 L e tte r  from M ayor 
Sam S . C a ld w e ll
2:46 H old  i t  P le a s e D e e 's  P ho to  
M ilb u m ' S tud io  
Film  Arbor
M u sic  & f a c ts  a b o u t 
p ho to g rap h y
3:00 U n ited  P re s s  N ew s 
w ith  Jerry  Bozem an
B. F . E ding to n  C o .
3:15 M ara th o n  R ace G rogan  O il C o . T alk  on  fam ous 
M ara th o n  R a c e s .
3:30 S a lu te  to  KWKH by W orld  B ro a d ca s tin g  S y s tem , in c lu d in g  ta lk
by i t s  P re s id e n t,  P ercy  L . D e u ts c h .
3:45 O dd H ap p en in g s  in  
th e  N ew s
Q u e rb es  & Bourquin
4:00 28th A n n iv e rsa ry W ray  D ic k in so n  C o . H is to ry  of W ray  
D ic k in so n
4:30 Ben Bernie & All th e  
L a d s , CBS
A m erican  T obacco  C o .
5:00 C a v a lc a d e S h rev ep o rt Rwys C o . H is to ry  o f S h rev ep o rt 
& S h rev ep o rt R ailw ays 
C o . w ith  in te rv ie w  
w ith  M r. Ed J a c o b s , 
P re s id e n t,  & M r. H . 
C .  K ihnem an, J r . 
S e c re ta ry -T re a s u r .
5:30 S te e l R a lls  o f th e  
S o u th w e s t
L & A R ailw ay H is to ry  o f L & A an d  
K C S R a ilw ays
6:00 S a lu te  to  Radio In te r s ta te  E le c tr ic  
C o .
M u sic  & ta lk  ab o u t 
p ro g re s s  o f r a d io .
6:30 S c re e n  G u ild  
T hea tre -C B S
G u lf R efin ing  C o .
7:00 O ld  F a sh io n e d  
R ev ival H ours
G o sp e l B ro a d ca s tin g  
A s sn .
8:00 Sunday  E ven ing  
H our, CBS
Ford M otor C o .
9:00 O rso n  W e l le s ' 
P la y h o u se -C  BS
C a m p b e ll Soup C o .
10:00 A cres o f D iam onds C o n tin e n ta l  A m erican  
Bank an d  T ru st C o .
10:15 F ran k ie  M a s te r s ' 
O rc h e s tra  -  CBS
10:30 H o u se  o f D ream s S h rev ep o rt M a ttr e s s  C o .
10:45 L ou is A rm stro n g 's  
O rc h e s tra  -  CBS
11:00 T o d a y 's  H e a d lin e  
R eview
U n ited  P re s s  N ew s
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11:05 M itc h e ll A y re s '
O rc h e s tra  -  CBS
11:30 Bob C h e s te r 's
O rc h e s tra  -  CBS
12:00
M id . SINE.
STATION PERSONNEL AND STAFF ORGANIZATION
The ow ner o f th e  s ta t io n ,  John D . E w ing , w as a  b u s in e s s  man who
h e ld  a s  h is  p o lic y  th e  b ro a d c a s t  of n ew s im p a r tia lly , th e  su p p o rt o f w hat
th e  s ta t io n  b e lie v e d  to  be r ig h t, an d  th e  o p p o s itio n  o f w ha t th e  s ta t io n
22b e lie v e d  to  be  w rong w ith o u t re g a rd  to  p a rty  p o l i t i c s .  Ewing re g a rd e d
th e  o p e ra tio n  of th e  s ta t io n  a s  a  c iv ic  d ev e lo p m en t a s  w e ll a s  a  f in a n c ia l
e n te rp r is e .  He w as a  n e w sp a p e r  m an f i r s t  an d  fo re m o st. In  program m ing
fo r th e  s ta t io n  he  fav o re d  n e w s c a s ts ,  fo ru m s, an d  in fo rm a tio n a l p rogram s
o v e r o th e r  ty p e s .  A lthough he  e n jo y e d  o th e r  p ro g ram s, e s p e c ia l ly  m u s ic ,
he  re g a rd e d  n e w s c a s tin g  a s  th e  e s s e n t ia l  o b lig a tio n  o f a  b ro a d c a s te r .  In
th e  em ploym ent of s ta t io n  p e rs o n n e l th e  o w n er fav o re d  lo c a l  p e rs o n s  o v e r
23
a p p lic a n ts  from o th e r  a re a s  .
J o h n C .  M cC orm ack  w as g e n e ra l  m an ag er o f s ta t io n s  KWKH-KTBS. 
M cC orm ack  w as bom  in  J a c k so n , L o u is ia n a , April 7 , 1909. H e h ad
22H enry  C la y , P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , S h re v ep o rt, L o u is ia n a , Sum m er, 
1957 . A ccord ing  to  C la y , th e  ab o v e  s ta te m e n t o f p o lic y  w as a d a p te d  from 
P u b lish e r  E w in g 's  s ta te d  p o lic y  g o v ern in g  b o th  th e  S h rev ep o rt T im es an d  
h is  ra d io  s t a t i o n s .
^ H e n r y  C la y , P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , S h re v e p o rt, L o u is ia n a , M arch  26,
1959 .
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a tte n d e d  C e n te n a ry  C o lle g e  and  S ou thw este rn  L o u is ia n a  I n s t i tu te .  In 
1928 he  w en t to  C uba  a s  a  su g a r  c h e m is t. L a ter he  sp e n t th ree  y e a rs  
in  a  w h o le sa le  and  re ta i l  rad io  work in  th is  c o u n try . In 1931 he  becam e 
m anager o f KTBS and  a ssu m e d  h is  d u tie s  a s  m anager o f KWKH w hen Ewing 
p u rc h a se d  th e  s ta t io n .
F red Ohl w as th e  program  d ire c to r . Ohl w as a  g rad u a te  o f th e  
U n iv e rs ity  C o n se rv a to ry  of M u sic  a t  A u s tin , T ex as , and  h e ld  a  B achelor 
of M usic  an d  M a s te r  of Arts from G rin n e ll C o l le g e . He e n te re d  rad io  in 
1933 w ith  KTBS. Beth M oore, in  p r iv a te  l ife  M rs . Roy M a th ia s , w as th e  
s tu d io  p ia n is t  fo r both  KWKH and  KTBS. She a tte n d e d  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity  and  w as g ra d u a te d  from C e n te n a ry  C o lle g e . In  1931 sh e  jo in e d  
th e  s ta f f  o f KTBS w here sh e  w rote d ram atic  s k i ts  an d  c o n d u c ted  c h ild re n 's  
p ro g ram s. M rs . E lo ise  S n eed , tra ff ic  m anager, w as a n a tiv e  S h rev ep o rte r 
who jo in e d  th e  s ta f f  o f KTBS in  1933 . Ju s tin e  T ucker, s e c re ta ry  to  
M cC orm ack, a tte n d e d  L o u is ia n a  P o ly tec h n ic  I n s t i tu te .  She jo in e d  KTBS 
in  1933. W illiam  Antony re ta in e d  h is  p o s itio n  o f c h ie f  e n g in e e r .
D uring the  1935-1936 fo o tb a ll s e a s o n , Bill S te rn  an n o u n ced  th e  
p la y -b y -p la y  a c tio n  of s e v e ra l  of th e  C e n te m a ry  C o lle g e  fo o tb a ll g a m e s , 
u s in g  th e  f a c i l i t ie s  o f Radio S ta tio n  KWKH. Being a  s p e c ia l i s t  in  sp o rts  
an n o u n c in g , S tem  w as no t c o n s id e re d  an  em ployee  o f the  lo c a l  s ta t io n .
In 1935 KWKH h ired  one em ployee  under u n u su a l c ir c u m s ta n c e s . The 
s ta tio n  c o n d u c te d  an  announcing  c o n te s t  among lo c a l h igh  sc h o o l s tu d e n ts ,  
th e  w inner o f w hich  w as to  re c e iv e  em ploym ent a t  th e  s t a t io n . H orace
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L o g a n , a  Byrd H ig h  S c h o o l s tu d e n t ,  w o n  th e  c o n te s t  a n d  th e  j o b .  L o g an
s a i d  t h a t  a t  f i r s t  h e  w o rk e d  a s  e r ra n d  b oy  a n d  n e w s  ru n n e r ,  p ic k in g  up
n e w s  from  th e  S h re v e p o r t  T im es n e w s  d e p a r tm e n t  a n d  b r in g in g  i t  to  th e
ra d io  s t a t i o n  w h e re  i t  w a s  r e a d  o v e r  th e  a i r .  H e  s e r v e d  a s  g e n e r a l
h a n d y  m an  a ro u n d  th e  s t u d i o s .  L o g an  s u b s e q u e n t ly  s e r v e d  a s  a n n o u n c e r ,
n e w s m a n , a n d  p ro g ra m  d i r e c to r ,  r e m a in in g  w ith  th e  s t a t i o n  u n t i l  th e
su m m er o f  1957 w h e n  h e  r e s ig n e d  to  a c c e p t  a  p o s i t io n  w ith  a  r e c o rd in g
24c o m p a n y  in  H o lly w o o d .
In  1939  th e  s t a f f  o f  R ad io  S ta t io n  KWKH n u m b e re d  m ore  th a n  fo r ty  
p e r s o n s .  M c C o rm a c k  c o n t in u e d  a s  g e n e r a l  m a n a g e r  a n d  J u s t in e  T u c k e r  
a s  h i s  s e c r e t a r y .  T he o r ig in a l  s t a f f  r e m a in e d  th e  s a m e .  O th e r  s t a f f  
m e m b e rs  w e re  th e  a n n o u n c e rs  H . W a k e f ie ld  H o l le y ,  Bob H a l l ,  S c o t t  
W il s o n ,  J a m e s  S to n e .  B. G . R o b e r ts o n  w a s  p ro m o tio n  m a n a g e r ; J a c q u e s  
C a s p a r ! , p ro m o tio n  a r t i s t ;  P a t  W h ite ,  r a d io  e d i to r ;  R obert M a h o n e y , n e w s  
e d i t o r .  In  th e  c o m m e rc ia l  d e p a r tm e n t  w e re  B ill B a rn e s ,  H a rry  F la g le r  a n d  
R . C .  M u rp h e y , J r .  D e a n  S c h m it te r  w o rk e d  in  p r o d u c t io n .  A rth u r G e n e a u x ,  
J r . ,  w a s  a u d i to r .  In  a d d i t io n  to  A n to n y  in  th e  e n g in e e r in g  d e p a r tm e n t ,
C .  H . M a d d o x  s e r v e d  a s  c h ie f  e n g in e e r  fo r  KTBS. O th e r  e n g in e e r s  w e re  
O . S .  D ro k e , Ed C o o k , V an ce  N e a th e ry ,  S te d m a n  G u n n in g , H o w a rd  E . 
H a r ry , a n d  A r te ll  T in s le y .  Ben R o g e rs  w o rk e d  a s  s tu d io  e n g in e e r  a n d
A A
H o ra c e  L o g a n , P e r s o n a l  I n te r v ie w ,  S h re v e p o r t ,  L o u is ia n a ,
J u ly ,  1 9 5 7 .
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Barry Polk Ju s tis  w as em ployed in th e  m ain tenance  d ep artm en t. M ary 
G atling  se rv ed  a s  re c e p tio n is t .  The o ffice  s ta f f  in c lu d ed  Jane M ann,
Ida M ille r , H elen  S tack , M elan ie  F a m e ll, Jane M cC lenaghan , N elw yn
JC
Thom pson, K atherine Barkley, Emily P ric h e tt, and  Edward M urphey .
PROGRAMMING PRACTICES AND TECHNIQUES
A ccording to  Henry C la y , p re se n t g en era l m anager of KWKH, w hen 
John D . Ewing p u rch a se d  the  s ta tio n  he p ro p o sed  to  fu rn ish  program s to 
m eet th e  n eed s  o f a ll  segm en ts of the  popu la tion  of th e  l is te n in g  a r e a . 
H ow ever, Ewing p la c e d  the  a c tu a l re s p o n s ib ili ty  for program m ing upon 
the g en era l m anager of the  s ta t io n .
In 1936 the m anagem ent c o n d u c ted  an  a c tiv e  cam paign  to  s o l ic i t  
ad v e rtis in g  b u s in e s s .  In Septem ber the  h o u se  o rgan , On th e  L evel, 
fea tu red  a  two page  ad v e rtisem en t about KWKH w hich w as t i t le d ,  "The 
S ta te  of A ffairs in  KW KH-Land." On th o se  two p ag es inform ation c o n ce rn ­
ing  th e  s ta tio n  w as g iv e n . It rea d , "43 P a r ish e s  and C o u n tie s  in  North 
L o u is ian a , South A rkansas and  E as t Texas That H ear KWKH W ith B etter 
Volume Than Any O ther CBS S ta t io n ." The ad v ertisem en t l is te d  five  r e a ­
so n s  why a ll  n a tio n a l cam paigns n eed ed  KWKH, th o se  re a so n s  being  the
i
lo c a tio n , pow er, p rogram s, p u b lic ity , and  m erch an d is in g . KWKH w as 
lo c a te d  in a  com para tive ly  iso la te d  c ity  and fu rn ish ed  program s to  the
^ S h re v e p o r t  T im es. Novem ber 12, 1939.
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n e a rb y  E a s t  T e x a s  o i l  f ie ld  a n d  to  a l l  th e  a re a  su rro u n d in g  S h re v e p o r t .
The p o w er fo r th e  s ta t io n  a ffo rd e d  " e n jo y a b le  v o lu m e"  to  th e  p rim ary
s e rv ic e  a re a  a t  a l l  t im e s .  C o n c e rn in g  p ro g ra m s , KWKH c a r r ie d  C o lu m b ia
B ro a d c a s tin g  S y s tem  p ro g ram s a s  w e ll  a s  lo c a l  f e a t u r e s . D a ily  th e
S h re v e p o rt T im es p ro v id e d  th e  s ta t io n  tw o fu ll co lu m n s o f  n e w s , p ic tu r e s ,
a n d  s c h e d u le s  to  in fo rm  l i s t e n e r s  o f p rog ram  o f fe r in g s .  And f in a l ly ,  KWKH
o ffe re d  a  m e rc h a n d is in g  d e p a r tm e n t to  p la n  a d v e r t is in g  c a m p a ig n s  fo r 
26a d v e r t i s e r s .
A p p a ren tly  th e  c a m p a ig n  to  a t t r a c t  n a tio n a l  a d v e r t i s e r s  s u c c e e d e d .
In  1936 KWKH s e c u re d  a  c o n tr a c t  w ith  th e  C o lu m b ia  B ro a d c a s tin g  S y s tem  
in  w h ich  th e re  w a s  a n  im p o rta n t "m u s t"  c l a u s e .  T h is " m u s t” c l a u s e ,  a c ­
c o rd in g  to  C la y ,  m ean t th a t  w h e n e v e r  a n  a d v e r t is e r  b o u g h t tim e  fo r a  com ­
m e rc ia l a n n o u n c e m e n t o v e r  a n y  o n e  or m ore o f th e  C o lu m b ia  n e tw o rk  s t a ­
t io n s  in  th e  S o u th w e s t,  th i s  a d v e r t i s e r  m u st a l s o  buy  tim e  from  KWKH. In  
th is  w ay  th e  s ta t io n  s e c u re d  a  fa v o ra b le  in c r e a s e  in  c o m m erc ia l s a l e s .
The c o v e ra g e  a re a  o f KWKH In c lu d e d  fo r ty - th re e  p a r i s h e s  a n d  
c o u n tie s  in  1 9 36 . The n e tw o rk  a f f i l ia t io n  e n a b le d  th e  s ta t io n  to  a c h ie v e  
v a r ie ty  in  p ro g ra m s . H o w ev e r, on th e  lo c a l  l e v e l ,  l i s t e n e r s  a p p a re n tly  
e n jo y e d  h i l l - b i l l y  a c t s  b e c a u s e  in  1939 , th e  s ta t io n  e m p lo y ed  tw e n ty -  
e ig h t  lo c a l  p e rfo rm e rs . In c lu d e d  in  th is  g roup  w ere  th e  S u n sh in e  B oys, a  
h i l l  b i l ly  a c t in g  group; th e  S w ing ing  S tr in g s ,  a  s t r in g  b an d ; Jo a n  O 'N e a l ,
2(*On th e  L e v e l. I (S e p tem b er, 1936 ), N o . 9 , p p .  2 - 3 .
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p ia n is t  an d  v o c a l is t ;  Jam es S to n e , b a rito n e  s in g e r; F red S c o tt, ten o r;
27Bob M ah o n ey , g u i ta r is t ;  an d  th e  W ilh a it  S i s te r s ,  d u e t s in g e r s .
The new s d ep artm en t o f KWKH h a s  b een  c o n s id e re d  an  im p o rtan t 
p a r t  o f  th e  s ta t io n ,  h a v in g  i t s  in c e p tio n  b e fo re  th e  s ta t io n  w as p u rc h a se d  
by th e  T im es . The n ew s w as th e  f i r s t  d ep a rtm e n t o r ig in a tin g  in  A n to n y 's  
hom e on  L au re l S tre e t  in  1 922 . W hen th e  s ta t io n  cam e u n d e r th e  o w n er­
s h ip  of E w ing , T ran srad io  N ew s S e rv ic e  w a s  d is c o n tin u e d  an d  in  i t s  
p la c e  U n ited  P re s s  w ire  s e rv ic e  w a s  in s ta l l e d .  In  1940 th e  A s s o c ia te d  
P re s s  w ire  s e rv ic e  w as a d d e d . For n ew s c a s t s  th e  KWKH s ta f f  c o l le c te d  
a n d  a s s im ila te d  m o st of th e  lo c a l  and  re g io n a l new s th e m s e lv e s  b u t th e y  
u s e d  th e  w ire  s e r v ic e s  fo r n a tio n a l a n d  in te rn a t io n a l  n e w s . In fo rm ation  
o b ta in e d  from  te le ty p e  ta p e s  w a s  re w r it te n  an d  p re p a re d  a t  th e  s ta t io n .  
KWKH a n d  th e  T im es c o -o p e ra te d  in  o b ta in in g  n ew s; h o w ev er, th e y  d id  
n o t u t i l i z e  th e  sam e so u rc e  e x c e p t in  c a s e s  o f d i s a s te r  w hen  th e  jo in t  
s ta f f s  p o o le d  th e ir  r e s o u rc e s  in  d is se m in a tin g  th e  n ew s fo r bo th  th e  rad io  
s ta t io n  an d  th e  n e w s p a p e r . The S h rev ep o rt T im es em p lo y ed  on a  p a r t -
tim e  b a s is  n in e ty  re g io n a l c o rre sp o n d e n ts  w ho w ro te , te le p h o n e d , o r
28te le g ra p h e d  m ajor n ew s e v e n ts  in  th e ir  c o m m u n itie s . In fo rm ation  
th u s  o b ta in e d  w a s  p la c e d  a t  th e  d is p o s a l  o f th e  ra d io  s ta t io n .
In  t im e s  of d i s a s t e r  new sm en  w en t to  th e  s c e n e  to  g e t  f i r s t  h a n d
27O n th e  L e v e l, IV (F eb ru ary , 1939), N o . 2, ji.
2**The S h rev ep o rt T im e s , N ovem ber 21, 1948 .
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r e p o r t s . E q u ip p e d  w ith  a  t a p e  r e c o r d e r  a n d  o f t e n  a  m o b ile  u n i t  p e r s o n n e l
r e l a y e d  n e w s  q u ic k ly  from  th e  s c e n e s .  I n  1937  J a c k  K e a s le r  a n d  B. G .
R o b e r ts o n  w e n t  to  D u b a c h , L o u is ia n a ,  f o l lo w in g  a  to r n a d o  to  in te r v ie w
29
w i t n e s s e s  a n d  d e s c r i b e  d a m a g e s .  A f te r  th e  M a rc h  1 2 , 1 9 4 0 , S h r e v e p o r t
3  0t o r n a d o ,  s t a f f  m e m b e rs  m o v e d  o n to  th e  s c e n e  to  p ro v id e  f u l l  c o v e r a g e .  
A c c o rd in g  to  H o r a c e  L o g a n , fo rm e r  p ro g ra m  d i r e c to r  o f  KW KH, th e  s t a t i o n  
s e n t  s t a f f  m e m b e rs  to  c o v e r  f l o o d s ,  th e  T e x a s  C i ty  e x p lo s io n ,  a n d  n u m e r­
o u s  o th e r  d i s a s t e r s .  S o m e tim e s  t h i s  c o v e r a g e  in v o lv e d  f ly in g  o v e r  a n  
a r e a  In  a n  a i r p l a n e  o r  t r a v e l i n g  b y  b o a t  in  f lo o d e d  s e c t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  
L o g a n  s a i d  t h a t  n e w s m e n  w e n t  q u ic k ly  to  s u p p ly  n e w s  th a t  a f f e c t e d  
l i s t e n e r s .
R em o te  b r o a d c a s t s  o r i g in a te d  w i th  l o c a l  e v e n t s  o f  o th e r  n a t u r e .
In  1936 w h e n  th e  R o d e s s a ,  L o u is ia n a ,  o i l  bo o m  w a s  a t  i t s  p e a k ,  KWKH 
b r o a d c a s t  th e  a c t u a l  b r in g in g  in  o f  a n  o i l  w e l l . Jo h n  M c C o rm a c k  a n d  h i s  
s t a f f  e x te n d e d  th r e e  m i le s  o f  o rd in a r y  w ire  from  th e  w e l l  to  th e  n e a r e s t  
t e l e p h o n e .
. . .  A q u ic k  i n s t a l l a t i o n  w a s  m a d e  o f  n e c e s s a r y  r a d io  
a p p a r a tu s  a n d  w i th in  f iv e  h o u r s  fro m  th e  t im e  i t  w a s  d e t e r ­
m in e d  to  b r o a d c a s t  th e  b r in g in g  in  o f  t h e  w e l l ,  r a d io  l i s t e n e r s  
a l l  o v e r  th e  S o u th w e s t  w e re  l i s t e n i n g  to  a n  a c t u a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  th e  e v e n t s  t a k in g  p l a c e  in  th e  R o d e s s a  o i l  f i e l d  -  fo r ty  
m i le s  from  th e  r a d io  t r a n s m i t t i n g  e q u ip m e n t  o f  S t a t i o n  K W K H . ^ 1
O n  th e  L e v e l ,  I I  (M a rc h ,  1 9 3 7 ) , N o . 3 , p .  2 .
3 0 K W K H ,  2 5 th  A n n iv e r s a ry  S o u v e n i r , p .  1 5 .
3 1 T he  S h r e v e p o r t  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e  N e w s  B u l le t in  , S e p te m b e r ,  
1 9 3 6 , p .  1 .
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P e rso n s  In v o lv ed  w ere Jack  K eas le r, Jack  G e lz e r , W illiam  A ntony, and
Stedm an G u nn ing . T his w as a  ve ry  d ram atic  program  b e c a u s e  th e  ro a r
o f th e  Law ton Num ber O ne W ell, H aynes P roduc tion  C om pany , g u sh in g
32in  c o u ld  be  h e a rd  d is t in c t ly  ov e r th e  a irw a v e s .
In  g a th e rin g  n e w s , s ta f f  m em bers c o v e re d  lo c a l  e v e n ts  th roughou t 
th e  day  and  e v en in g  e x c e p t w hen th e  Tim es re p o rte rs  h ad  th e  s to ry  under 
s u p e rv is io n . The o rg a n iz a tio n s  e lim in a te d  th e  n e c e s s i ty  fo r tw o r e ­
p o rte rs  w orking from th e  sam e m a s te r  o rg a n iz a tio n  w hen one  c o u ld  se rv e
fo r b o th . In th is  m anner KWKH and  The S hreveport T im es sh a re d  lo c a l
33n ew s w hich  e i th e r  s e c u re d . E ach  S a tu rd ay  m orning th e  new s bu reau  
b ro a d c a s t a  th ir ty  m inute program  of e x c e rp ts  from  s e v e n ty - th re e  w eek ly  
n e w sp a p e rs  p u b lish e d  in  th e  A rk a n sa s , L o u is ia n a , and  T exas l is te n in g  
a re a .  In  re tu rn  for th is  p re s e n ta tio n , "I See  By th e  P a p e rs , H th e  e d ito r  
o f e ac h  w eek ly  p u b lic a tio n  thus Invo lved  su p p lie d  new s of h is  reg io n  to  
KWKH.34
The p o lic y  tow ard  new s w as to  p rov ide  prom pt fu ll and  im p a rtia l 
c o v e ra g e . In  fo llow ing  th is  p o lic y , G ene G o s s , p re s e n t  new s d ire c to r , 
s a id  th a t  sp o n so re d  n e w s c a s ts  h a v e  no t b een  s u p e rv is e d  in  any  m anner 
by th e  sp o n s o r . The m anagem ent p e rm its  fu ll la t i tu d e  in  th is  a re a .
3 2Ib ld .
33The S hreveport T im es , N ovem ber 21, 1948.
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H o w ev er, new sm en  a re  e n c o u ra g e d  to  p re s e n t  a  b a la n c e  o f lo c a l ,  
r e g io n a l ,  n a tio n a l ,  an d  in te rn a tio n a l  e v e n ts  w ith  e m p h a s is  on  lo c a l  
i n t e r e s t s . ^
In  1938 a s  th e  w a r a p p ro a c h e d , th e  s ta t io n  s c h e d u le d  four re g u la r  
n e w s c a s ts  and  p re s e n te d  num erous s p e c ia l  b u l le t in s . C o n c e rn in g  th e  
n e w s , a  s ta f f  m em ber w ro te:
Radio n ew s b ro a d c a s ts  h a v e  ta k e n  th e  s p o tl ig h t  m ore 
p ro m in en tly  th a n  e v e r  due to  th e  w ar in  E u ro p e . Day a f te r  
d ay  ra d io  s ta t io n s  a l l  o v e r  th e  c o u n try  b ring  l i s te n e r s  r e ­
p o r ts  o f h a p p e n in g s  in  E u ro p e . The l is te n in g  p u b lic  w a n ts  
th is  n e w s , and  th e y  w an t i t  to  be  a s  a c c u ra te  a s  p o s s ib le  
an d  a s  (th ey  w an t it) so o n  a s  i t  h a p p e n s . D ay a f te r  d ay  . . . 
KWKH, u s in g  th e  w orld  w ide  f a c i l i t ie s  o f th e  U n ited  P re s s  
n ew s a s s o c ia t io n  k e e p s  l i s te n e r s  in  th e  A rk -L a-T ex  a re a  in ­
form ed a s  to  w h a t i s  h a p p e n in g  . . . .  Radio h a s  a s su m e d  
th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  a n d  h a s  c a r r ie d  i t  w e ll.^ ®
Thus w ith  th e  a p p ro a ch  o f w a r, KWKH b eg an  a  n ew  e m p h a s is  on n e w s .
C o ly m b ia  B ro ad cas t S y stem  o ffe re d  tw e n ty - fo u r  ho u r c o v e ra g e  o f l a t e s t
n ew s from  th e  te n s e  E u ropean  c a p i ta l s  an d  th e  S u d e tan  a r e a .  In  o rd e r n o t
to  d e p riv e  S h rev ep o rt l i s te n e r s  o f any  im p o rtan t d ev e lo p m en t in  th e  c r i s i s ,
KWKH m o n ito red  th e  n e tw o rk  w hen  th e  s ta t io n  b ro a d c a s t  lo c a l  p ro g ra m s .
All p rog ram s w ere  su b o rd in a te d  w hen  a n  im p o rtan t b u l le t in  w as r e l e a s e d .
T h e re fo re , any  program  m ight be  in te rru p te d  to  p e rm it th e  a n n o u n ce m e n t o f
a  n ew s b u l le t in .
35 G ene  G o s s ,  P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , Sum m er, 1957. G o s s  i s  p re s e n t  
n ew s d ire c to r  o f KWKH, h a v in g  a s su m e d  th a t  p o s i t io n  in  A pril, 1956 .
36p n  th e  L e v e l, IV (O ctober, 1939), N o . 9 , p . 3 .
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O n s e v e ra l  o c c a s io n s  w hen th e  s i tu a t io n  b ecam e  c r i t ic a l  
(the s ta tio n )  w a s  on  th e  a ir  m any h o u rs  o v e rtim e  . . . .
T hat th is  s e rv ic e  h a s  b e e n  a p p re c ia te d  by S h rev ep o rt 
l i s te n e r s  i s  e v id e n c e d  by th e ir  m any e x p re s s io n s ,  an d  by 
h u n d red s  o f te le p h o n e  c a l l s  r e c e iv e d  d a ily  a s k in g  for s c h e d u le s  
o f fu tu re  b r o a d c a s ts .
In  Ju n e , 1941, th e  C o lu m b ia  B ro a d ca s tin g  S y stem  in tro d u c e d  a  d ire c t  
n e w s c a s t ,  “The W orld  N ew s T o n ig h t ." S c h e d u le d  a t  KWKH o n  S unday  
a fte rn o o n s  a t  5 :30 o 'c lo c k ,  th e  program  c o n s i s te d  o f  a  n ew s ro u n d -u p  
from  v a rio u s  w orld  c a p i ta l s  an d  b a t t le  f r o n t s . An a n a ly s is  o f n ew s w a s  
a ls o  p ro v id ed  from  N ew  York a n d  W a sh in g to n .
C ra c k  C o lu m b ia  b ro a d c a s tin g  s y s te m  fo re ig n  c o rre ­
sp o n d e n ts  s ta t io n e d  a t  s t r a te g ic  p o in ts  in  th e  w ar z o n e s  
p re s e n t  a  g ra p h ic , u n b ia s e d  sum m ary  o f e v e n ts  a s  ra p id ly  
a s  th e y  u n fo ld . H ig h ly  t r a in e d  A m erican  a n a ly s t s ,  u n d e te rre d  
by c e n s o r s h ip ,  th e n  s e p a ra te  th e  w h e a t from th e  c h a ff  for 
l i s t e n e r s .
Among th e  w o rld -fam o u s  new sm en  h e a rd  in  th is  s e r ie s  
a re  E dw ard R. M urrow , A lbert W arn er, E ric  S e v a re id , Bob 
T rou t, a n d  L in ton  W e l l s . 38
In  a d d itio n  to  c o v e rin g  th e  n e w s , KWKH p a id  p a r t ic u la r  a t te n t io n  
to  th e  in ta e e s ts  an d  n e e d s  of fa rm ers  w ho l iv e d  in  th e  l is te n in g  a re a .  In  
1936 th e  e d ito rs  o f  On th e  L evel d e s c r ib e d  th e  p re fe re n c e s  o f  ru ra l 
l i s t e n e r s .
The fa rm er i s n ' t  a  d if f ic u lt  in d iv id u a l to  r e a c h  by  ra d io .
In  th e  S o u th , w e h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  d e te rm in e  h is  program  
l ik e s  a n d  d i s l ik e s  by a sk in g  him  to  w rite  in  to  l e t  u s  know  
if  w e sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  c e r ta in  p ro g ra m s , o r d e le te  them  from  
o u r s c h e d u le s .  In a n o th e r  t e s t  to  d e te rm in e  th e  f a n n e r 's  l ik e s
3 ^O n th e  L e v e l, III (O c to b e r, 1938), N o . 7 , p .  1 .
QO
O n th e  L e v e l. VI (June, 1941), N o . 6 , p p . 1, 3 .
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a n d  d is l ik e s  in  reg a rd  to  p rog ram s, w e 'v e  w a tch e d  th e  
s u c c e s s  o f h i l l - b i l ly  m u sica l o rg a n iz a tio n s  th a t  "book" 
o u t from KWKH. U sing  KWKH a s  th e ir  s o le  so u rc e  of 
p u b lic i ty , th e s e  a c ts  have  p la y e d  to  s e v e ra l  hundred  m en, 
w om en and  c h ild re n  in  c h u rc h e s , o r sc h o o ls  th a t  a re  m ile s  
from th e  n e a re s t  to w n .
The farm er l ik e s  new s b ro a d c a s ts ,  an d  s in c e  he h a s  
e x p re s s e d  h im se lf  to  u s  in  th is  re g a rd , w e h av e  new s b ro ad ­
c a s t s  a t  th e  tim es he h a s  in d ic a te d  he c o u ld  l i s te n  -  e a rly  
m orning an d  during  th e  noon h o u r . ^
O ne ne tw ork  show , "U n c le  N a tch e l an d  Sonny, " w as a  w eek ly  fe a ­
tu re  d e s ig n e d  to  a p p e a l to  fa rm e rs . In  th is  s e r ie s  of program s U ncle
N a tch e l w as a  deep  so u th  N egro who lo v e d  n a tu re ; Sonny w as a  n in e
40y e a r  o ld  farm  boy who l is te n e d  to  th e  s to r ie s  to ld  by th e  o ld  N eg ro .
Beginning in  April 1938, a  f if te e n  m inu te  co m m erc ia lly  sp o n so re d  program ,
41"Voice o f th e  F a rm ," w as a ire d  tw ic e  w e e k ly . KWKH did no t reg u la rly  
s c h e d u le  a  lo c a l  farm  program  b e c a u se  th e  a g ric u ltu ra l  new s w as p re ­
s e n te d  w ith  th e  new s c a s t s .  Farm new s w as in c lu d e d  in  a  5:30 to  6:30 
m orning v a rie ty  show  M onday th rough  F rid ay . In  th is  v a rie ty  show , H orace  
Logan gav e  w e a th e r  re p o r ts ,  tem p era tu re  r e a d in g s , m arket re p o r ts ,  and  
o th e r  item s w hich  a p p e a le d  to  f a rm e rs .42
D uring th e  y e a rs  1935 th rough  1941, KWKH la id  fo u n d a tio n s  for th e
^ Qn th e  L ev e l. I (D ecem ber, 1936), N o. 12, p .  1.
40a L  th e  L e v e l . I (D ecem ber, 1936), N o. 12, p .  1.
41On th e  L ev e l. I l l  (April, 1938), N o . 4, p .  1.
4 2O n th e  L e v e l . V (N ovem ber, 1940), N o . 11, p .  1.
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developm en t in to  a  s ta tio n  n o ted  for i ts  p u b lic  s e rv ic e .  S ta ff m em bers 
b eg an  m any p ra c t ic e s  w h ich  becam e a perm anen t p a rt of p rogram m ing.
For e x a m p le , in  1939 th e  s ta t io n  p re s e n te d  th e  re tu rn s  from five  
L o u is ia n a  e le c t io n s  from S ep tem ber 13 through  D ecem ber 1 3 . ^  The 
fo llow ing  y e a r  e le c tio n  re tu rn s  w ere  g iv en  for th e  L o u is ia n a  D em ocratic  
Prim ary e le c t io n s  in  Jan u a ry . T w en ty -th ree  p e rso n s  w orked in  th is  
p ro je c t o f re lay in g  e le c t io n  new s q u ick ly  to  l i s t e n e r s .  A nnouncers w ere 
Jerry  B ozem an, B. G . R obertson , and  D ean S c h m i t t e r . ^  S u b se q u e n tly , 
a l l  L o u is ia n a  s ta te -w id e  an d  n a tio n a l e le c t io n s  h av e  re c e iv e d  fu ll c o v e r­
a g e  by th e  s ta f f .
In  1938 KWKH-KTBS e q u ip p e d  a  L in co ln -Z ey p h r se d a n  au tom ob ile  
w ith  a  m obile b ro a d c a s t  u n i t .  T his c a r  w as  k ep t read y  to  tra v e l a t  a ll  
t im e s . By 1939 th e  au tom obile  h a d  s e e n  s e rv ic e  in  flood  a re a s ,  in  to rn ad o
dam aged  to w n s , in  e x p lo s io n s , an d  a t  s p e c ia l ly  a rran g ed  b ro a d c a s ts  from 
45B arksdale  F ie ld . In  1939 th e  s ta t io n s  a c q u ire d  a  s ta t io n  w agon w hich  
th e y  eq u ip p ed  w ith  a  sh o rt-w a v e  tra n s m itte r , an  a lte rn a tin g  c u rre n t pow er 
p la n t ,  a  tw o w ay com m unication  sy s te m , an d  a  co m p le te  s e t  of rem ote  
b ro a d c a s tin g  e q u ip m en t. T his sh o rt w ave  tra n s m itte r  p e rm itted  th e  s t a ­
t io n s  to  b ro a d c a s t o n - th e - s p o t  n e w s , su c h  a s  sp o r ts  e v e n ts  and  d i s a s te r  
r e p o r ts .
^ Q n  th e  L e v e l. IV (D ecem ber, 1939), N o. 12, p . 3 .
44On th e  L ev e l. V (F ebruary , 1940), N o. 2, p .  2.
4 5 p n th e  L e v e l. I ll  (D ecem ber, 1938), N o . 12, p . 3 .
4^On th e  L e v e l, IV (July, 1939), N o. 7 , p .  1 .
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As a p u b lic  s e rv ic e  fe a tu re  KWKH p re s e n te d  a  s e r ie s  o f p ro g ram s,
"Town S a lu te , " in  w h ich  tr ib u te  w as  p a id  to  a  p ro g re s s iv e  tow n  in  th e
c o v e ra g e  a re a  for o n e  e n tire  d a y . O ne c i ty  w as s e le c te d  e a c h  w eek  or
s o  to  r e c e iv e  s p e c ia l  re c o g n itio n  fo r i t s  n a tu ra l r e s o u rc e s ,  a g r ic u ltu ra l
p ro d u c tio n , an d  e d u c a tio n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  T hroughout th e  d a y , re c o g n itio n
A7w a s  g iv e n  to  th e  le a d e r s  a n d  a c t iv i t ie s  o f th e  com m un ity .
In  1939 KWKH-KTBS a n d  th e  S h rev ep o rt Young M e n ’s C h r is t ia n
A s s o c ia t io n  sp o n s o re d  and  c o n d u c te d  a  baseball s c h o o l for c h ild re n  u n d er
f if te e n  y e a rs  o f  a g e .  M em bers o f th e  S h rev ep o rt T ex as L eag u e  B a se b a ll
te a m  ta u g h t m ore th a n  400 c h ild re n  how  to  p la y  b a s e b a l l .  From th is
s c h o o l s ix te e n  K nothole L eag u e  te a m s  w ere  form ed fo r c o m p e titiv e
g am es th ro u g h o u t th e  su m m er. KWKH m ade p la n s  to  b ro a d c a s t  th e  f in a l
48p la y -o f f  gam e from th e  S h rev ep o rt T exas L eag u e  B a se b a ll P a rk .
W hen th e  C a d d o  P a r ish  M ile  o f D im es C am p a ig n  o p e n e d  in  F e b ru a ry , 
1941, th e  th re e  S h re v ep o rt rad io  s ta t io n s ,  KWKH, KTBS, a n d  KRMD, 
jo in e d  f a c i l i t i e s  an d  b ro a d c a s t  th e  o p en in g  c e re m o n ie s  from  th e  c am ­
p a ig n  boo th  in  th e  dow ntow n s e c t io n .  Then fo r th e  d u ra tio n  o f th e  c a m ­
p a ig n , th e  s ta t io n s  e a c h  b ro a d c a s t  one  program  e v e ry  d ay  e i th e r  from 
th e  s ta t io n  o r from  th e  boo th  d ow n tow n . "T h ese  b ro a d c a s ts  to o k  th e
form  of s t r e e t  in te rv ie w s  w ith  c o n tr ib u to rs ,  s p e c ia l  s tu n ts  to  c r e a te
49in te r e s t  in  th e  d r iv e , fe t c e te r a ) . . . . "
*^O n th e  L e v e l , V (N ovem ber, 1940), N o . 11, p .  1 . 
^ O n th e  L e v e l, IV (Ju ly , 1939), N o . 7 , p .  3 .
^9p n  th e  L e v e l, VI (F eb ru ary , 1941), N o . 2, p .  3 .
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W henever fam ous p e rs o n a l i t ie s  v is i te d  S h rev ep o rt, s ta f f  m em bers 
u s u a lly  c o n d u c ted  an  in te rv ie w  w ith  the  v is i to r s .  Jerry  Bozem an in te r ­
v iew ed  F a th er F lanagan  of Boys Town, N e b ra sk a , w hen th e  P r ie s t  v is i te d
S h revepo rt on  a le c tu re  to u r . Bozem an q u e s tio n e d  F a th e r F lan ag an  ab o u t
50
h is  p ro je c t fo r th e  re h a b ili ta t io n  of h o m e le ss  b o y s . In 1938 H . V. 
K altenbom , w orld  fam ous new s com m enta to r, e d ito r , w rite r , an d  le c tu re r , 
w as in te rv ie w e d  in fo rm ally  by s ta f f  m em bers . W hen John M ontague  and  
Babe D id rick so n  cam e to  S h revepo rt for a  g o lf m atch , th e  p a ir  w ere 
fe a tu re d  on a  n o n -p u b lic iz e d  in te rv ie w .® 1
A ccord ing  to  C la y , b ro a d c a s ts  of Sunday m orning s e rv ic e s  a t  S a in t „ 
M arks E p isco p a l C hu rch  o r ig in a te d  sh o rtly  a f te r  th e  Tim es a c q u ire d  th e  
s ta t io n .  A nother hour o f re l ig io u s  s e rv ic e s  o rig in a te d  w ith  four lo c a l 
ch u rc h es  th a t  a lte rn a te d  w ith  e a c h  p re se n tin g  s e rv ic e s  o n ce  a  m onth . On 
th e  fifth  S undays th is  hour w as f i l le d  by a  N egro chu rch  s e le c te d  by th e  
N egro M in is te r ia l  A llia n c e . "The C hurch  of the  Air" w as a  re g u la r  Sunday 
m orning netw ork  fe a tu re .
On M ay 5, 1941, KWKH ad d ed  d a ily  w e a th e r  rep o rts  b ro a d c a s t 
d ire c t  from th e  S h revepo rt w e a th e r  b u re a u . G overnm ent m e te o ro lo g is t,
B. P . H u g h es, rep o rte d  on w ind  d ire c tio n , v e lo c ity , a n d  th e  am ount of 
ra in  and  m o is tu re , p lu s  any u n u su a l c o n d itio n s  w hich  m ight e x is t  in  the
5^On th e  L ev e l. VI (January , 1941), N o . 1, p .  2 .
^*On th e  L e v e l . I l l  (D ecem ber, 1938), N o . 12, p .  3 .
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w e a th e r . H is fo re c a s ts  in c lu d e d  te m p e ra tu re s  fo r S h re v e p o rt, D a l la s ,
c 2
L ittle  R ock, an d  o th e r  m ajor c i t i e s  in  th e  l is te n in g  a re a .
S p o r ts c a s t in g  g rew  in to  a  p o s i t io n  o f im p o rtan c e  in  th e  program  
s c h e d u le s  o f  KWKH during  th is  p e r io d . S h rev ep o rt w as  th e  hom e o f bo th  
th e  C e n te n a ry  C o lle g e  fo o tb a ll  G en tlem en  an d  th e  S h rev ep o rt S p o r ts , 
a  T ex as L eag u e  b a s e b a l l  te a m . E ach  o f  th e s e  te a m s  a t t r a c te d  la rg e  
a u d ie n c e s .  In  1938 th e re  w ere  1 3 5 ,0 0 0  p a id  a d m is s io n s  to  th e  S h rev ep o rt 
b a s e b a l l  p a rk  d u rin g  th e  s e a s o n ,  a n  a t te n d a n c e  o u tran k in g  su c h  to w n s 
a t  T u ls a , O klahom a C ity , D a l la s ,  Fort W orth , H o u s to n , a n d  B eaum ont.
In  1939 th e  s e a t in g  a rra n g e m e n ts  w ere  e n la rg e d  and  an  e s t im a te d  2 0 0 ,0 0 0
fa n s  w itn e s s e d  th e  g a m e s . S h re v ep o rt a im ed  to  h a v e  th e  to p  b a s e b a l l
53c lu b  in  th e  T ex as L e a g u e . The C e n te n a ry  G en tlem en  team  w hich  
p la y e d  th e ir  hom e gam es a t  th e i r  s ta d iu m  o n  th e  c o l le g e  cam p u s h a d  a  
w id e  fo llo w in g . S ta tio n  KWKH h a d  b ro a d c a s t  th e ir  g am es re g u la r ly  s in c e  
1933 an d  th e  p la y -b y -p la y  a c c o u n ts  " .  . . p ro v ed  v e ry  p o p u la r  w ith  lo c a l  
f a n s . " 54
In  1935 an d  1936 sp o r ts  a n n o u n c e r  Bill S te m  h a d  com e from N ew  
York to  a n n o u n ce  th e  C e n te n a ry  fo o tb a ll g am es on  s e v e ra l  o c c a s io n s .
In  1937 Ted Amtovft w a s  em p lo y ed  by  th e  s ta t io n  a s  th e  re g u la r  sp o r ts  
a n n o u n c e r . In  a d d itio n  to  h is  d u t ie s  a s  a  p la y - b y - p la y  a n n o u n c e r ,
5 ^On th e  L e v e l. VI (June , 1941), N o . 6 , p .  1 .
53O n th e  L e v i .  IV (April, 1939), N o . 4 , p .  1 .
th y  L e v e l . I l l  (O c to b e r, 1938), N o . 10 , p .  1.
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A ndrew s p re s e n te d  a  d a ily  sp o r ts  n ew s p rog ram . ^  In  1938 Jerry  Bozem an 
re p la c e d  A n d rew s. From th a t  tim e  u n til  1941 Bozem an b ro a d c a s t  th e  b a s e ­
b a ll  gam es fo r th e  S p o rts  an d  th e  fo o tb a ll  gam es fo r th e  C e n te n a ry  
G e n tle m e n .
Bozem an q u ic ld y  e s ta b l is h e d  h im s e lf  n o t o n ly  a s  a  c a p a b le  s p o r ts
a n n o u n ce r bu t a ls o  a s  an  e n te rp r is in g  s ta f f  m em ber w ith  i d e a s . H e
o r ig in a te d  th e  "L eft Shoe O ff" c lu b  am ong sp o r ts  fa n s  w hen h e  s a id ,
"T ake y o u r le f t  s h o e  o ff a n d  l e t 's  p u t th e  S ports  dow n in  fro n t a g a in .
The p rom o tional id e a  c a u g h t o n . H is  p rogram  s p o n s o r  to o k  up th e  id e a
an d  b e g an  a  d riv e  fo r 1 0 ,0 0 0  m em bers o f  a  "L eft S hoe  O ff" c lu b .  Bozem an
a n d  m em bers of th e  b a s e b a l l  team  re s p o n d e d  in  p rom oting  th e  s p o n s o r 's
p ro d u c t by  a u to g ra p h in g  b o x e s  of th e  p ro d u c t s o ld  a t  v a r io u s  s t o r e s .
A nother p ro m o tio n a l m ethod  w as B ozem an 's  d e s ig n a t io n  o f o n e  n ig h t e a c h
w eek  a s  b o x - to p  n ig h t. O n th a t  n ig h t fa n s  e x c h a n g e d  a box  to p  from th e
57s p o n s o r 's  p ro d u c t fo r a  t ic k e t  to  th e  g a m e . A n e w s  item  re p o r te d  th a t  
"B o zem an 's  u n iq u e  m icrophone  s ty le  a n d  a c c u ra te  p la y  a n a ly s i s  h a v e  m ade
CO
him  one  o f th e  m ost p o p u la r  b a s e b a l l  re p o r te rs  in  th e  b u s i n e s s . "
55O n th e  L e v e l. II (A ugust, 1937), N o . 8 , p .  1 .
5^On th e  L e v e l. IV (June, 1939), N o . 6 , p .  3 .
5 7 Ib id .
5^O n th e  L e v e l. V (S ep tem b er, 1940), N o. 9 , p .  3 . As an  i l l u s t r a ­
tio n  of A nnouncer B ozem an 's  p o p u la r i ty , B o ss ie r  C i ty ,  L o u is ia n a , p ro ­
c la im e d  June 22, 1939 , a s  Jerry  Bozem an d a y . B o ss ie r  C ity  o f f ic ia ls  hung 
b a n n e rs  p ro c la im in g , "W elco m e, Je rry  B ozem an. W e l ik e  y o u . B anquet 
t o n ig h t . " O n th a t  day  th e  sp o r ts  a n n o u n c e r  w as h o n o red  by  a p p o in tm en t to  
th e  o ff ic e  o f M ayor for th e  D ay an d  to  a l l  th e  c u s to m a ry  h o n o ra ry  p o s t s .  I t 
w as  fu rth e r  p ro c la im e d  u n law fu l to  w e a r  a  l e f t  sh o e  du ring  th e  d a y .
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A ccord ing  to  KWKH program  sc h e d u le  l i s t s  a s  p r in te d  in  lo c a l  
n e w s p a p e rs , th e  d a y s ' p rogram s u s u a l ly  b e g a n  w ith  m u sic  w h ich  c o n ­
t in u e d  u n til  n in e  o 'c lo c k .  T h ese  m u sic  p rog ram s o r ig in a te d  a t  bo th  th e  
lo c a l  a n d  a t  th e  n e tw o rk  l e v e l s . The program  d ire c to r  s c h e d u le d  sh o rt 
n e w s c a s ts  in te rm itte n tly  du ring  th e  e a r ly  p e r io d . B eg inn ing  a t  n in e  
o 'c lo c k  th e  se g m e n t of co m m erc ia lly  sp o n s o re d  s e r ia l  dram a p ro g ram s, 
a lte rn a t in g  w ith  m u s ic a l p ro g ram s, w ere  s c h e d u le d  from  th e  n e tw o rk . At 
noon  program s w h ic h  a p p e a le d  to  a g r ic u ltu ra l  w o rk e rs  w ere  p r e s e n te d .
The m id -d a y  p e rio d  in c lu d e d  lo c a l ly  p la n n e d  n e w s c a s ts  a n d  in fo rm a tio n a l 
p rog ram s su c h  a s  A m erican  S choo l o f th e  Air w h ich  w as re c e iv e d  from  th e  
n e tw o rk . The a fte rn o o n  s c h e d u le  p re s e n te d  s e r ia l  dram a u n til  th e  a f te r  
s c h o o l p e rio d  du rin g  w h ich  tim e th e  fe a tu re s  w ere  c h i ld r e n 's  p ro g ram s. 
N e w s c a s ts  during  th e  d in n e r hour p ro v id e d  a  t r a n s i t io n  se g m en t o f 
program m ing le a d in g  to  th e  e v e n in g  s c h e d u le  o f  a d u lt  e n te r ta in m e n t.
S unday  p rog ram s d if fe re d  b e c a u s  e  e m p h a s is  w as  p la c e d  on  re l ig io u s  
s e rv ic e s  an d  m u s ic . M any o f th e s e  p rog ram s o r ig in a te d  w ith  th e  ne tw ork ; 
h o w e v e r , som e o f th e  c h u rc h  s e rv ic e s  w ere  lo c a l  w e e k ly  b r o a d c a s t s .
O ne o f th e  m ore p ro m in en t lo c a l  p rog ram s a ire d  on S u n d ay s  w a s  The 
H om ely P h ilo s o p h e r . The program  w a s  a  rem o te  p ick u p  from  th e  c h a p e l
o f a  S h rev ep o rt b u s in e s s  c o n c e rn  a n d  fe a tu re d  a  r e a d e r  in te rp re tin g  p o e try
5 9su b m itte d  by l i s t e n e r s  a c c o m p a n ie d  by o rg an  m u s ic .
5^ O n th e  L e v e l . I (Ju ly , 1936), N o . 7 , p .  1 .
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The fo llow ing  program  lo g s  a p p ea re d  in  th e  S h reveport .Io u m a l fo r 
S a tu rd ay , January  2, 1937.
RADIO PROGRAM 
S a tu rd ay , January  2
P .M .
5:00 A1 Roth O rc h e s tra , CBS 
5:15 " P re s id e n t 's  B irthday B all"; N ew s, CBS 
5:30 Tito G u iz a r , CBS 
5:45 S a tu rday  W ing S e s s io n , CBS 
6:15  H erbert F o o te 's  E n sem b le , CBS 
6:30 S u n se t S e re n a d e , CBS 
7:00 C olum bia  W ork sh o p , CBS 
7:30 In tro d u c in g  U . S . S e n a to rs , CBS 
8:00 P e tite  M u s ic a le  
8 :30 S a tu rday  N igh t S e re n a d e , CBS 
9:00  H i tP a ra d e ,  S w e e p s ta k e s , CBS 
9:30  D ance  Program  
10:00 S a lu te , CBS 
11:30 E ddie D uchln  O rc h e s tra , CBS
STKDAY
A .M .
8:00 Aunt S u s a n 's ;  N e w s, CBS 
9:00  C hurch  of th e  A ir, CBS 
9:30 Romany T ra i l , CBS 
10:00 O rgan  M oods, CBS 
10:30 C a p ito l T hea tre  F am ily , CBS 
11:00 S t .  M a rk 's  E p isco p a l C h u rch
P .M .
12:00 C hurch  o f th e  A ir, CBS 
12:30 R u sse ll D orr, CBS 
12:45 E ddie D u n s te d te r , CBS 
1:00 M u sic  o f th e  T h ea tre , CBS 
1:45 P a re n t-T e a c h e r  A sso c ia tio n  
2:00 N ew  York P h ilh arm o n ic , CBS 
4:00 Your U n seen  F rien d , CBS 
4:30 True C o n fe s s io n s  
4:45 Jimmy D a v is , C ow boy P io n ee rs  
5 :15 H om ely P h ilo so p h e r 
5 :30 Rubinoff an d  h is  V iolin , CBS 
6:00 P ro fe sso r Q u iz , CBS
1 3 0
6 :30  P hli B aker, CBS 
7:00 N e lso n  E ddy, CBS 
7:30 E ddie  C a n to r , CBS 
8:00  S unday  E vening  H o u rs , CBS 
9 :00  C om m unity  S in g , CBS 
9 :45  H . V. K altenbo rn , CBS 
10:00 N ew s; P ryor O rc h e s tra ,  CBS 
10:30 Jay  F reem an O rc h e s tra ,  CBS 
11:00 V incen t L opez O rc h e s tra , CBS 
11:30 D ick  S ta b ile  O rc h e s tra ,  CBS
Radio Program  
TUESDAY
A .M .
6 :00  B re ak fas t C a b a re t;  M u sic  M a s te r  
7 :00 S u n sh in e  Boys 
8:00  Fam ily
8:15 M u s ic  in  th e  Air; N e w s , CBS 
8:30  Jack  a n d  P a u l, CBS 
8:45 W a ltz e s  o f th e  W o rld , CBS 
9 :00  P re tty  K itty K elly , CBS 
9 :15  M yrt a n d  M arg e , CBS 
9 :30  Jack  an d  P a u l, CBS 
9 :45  P a rty  L ine 
10:00 M ary L ee T ay lo r, CBS 
10:15 G le n  G ray  O rc h e s tra , CBS 
10:30 M a P e rk in s  
10r<45 H ym ns of All C h u rc h e s , CBS 
11:00 B etty  a n d  Bob, CBS 
11:15 Edw in C .  H il l ,  CBS 
11:30 L ady  o f M illio n s  
11:45 M orning M o o d s , CBS
P .M .
12:00 C a rso n  R o b iso n 's  B uckaroos 
12:15 M u s ic a l In te r lu d e ; D ep artm en t o f A g ricu ltu re  
12:30 O dd Q u irk s : N ew s 
11145 G uy Lom bardo O rc h e s tra ,  CBS 
1:00 S lim  Jim J o n e s , CBS 
1:15 M u s ic a l  N ew sy  
1:30 A m erican  S choo l o f th e  A ir, CBS 
2:00 C o l .  Jack  M a jo r , CBS 
2:30 H o race  S haw , CBS
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3:00 Academ y o f M e d ic in e , CBS
3:15 Ted M alo n e , CBS
3:30 C o m h u sk e rs
3:45 C u rren t Q u e s tio n s  b e fo re  th e  H o u se , CBS
4:00 Jan G arb er O rc h e s tra , CBS
4:30 D ear T each e r, CBS
4:45 H illto p  H o u se , CBS
5:00 H ow ard P h i l l ip s , CBS
5:15 H I  H ands on D eck , CBS
5:30 Jack  A rm strong, CBS
5:45 Teddy H ill O rc h es tra ; S ports
6:00 H erbert F o o te , CBS
6:15 H ollyw ood S c re e n s c o p e s , CBS
6:30 N avy Band, CBS
6:45 N ew s
7:00 M eet Your A nnouncer
7:15 Short Short S to rie s
7:30 A lbert M artin i
7:45 C o lle g e  D ays
8:00 W atch  th e  Fun Go By, CBS
8:30 Jack  O ak ie  C o lle g e , CBS
9:00 Benny G oodm an 's  Sw ing, CBS
9:30 A venue C h o se n  S in g ers
9:45 E ddie F itz p a tr ic k  O rc h e s tra , CBS
10:00 M em ory Lane
10:15 D am e to  12, CBS
SUMMARY
W hen th e  In te rn a tio n a l B ro ad castin g  C o rp o ra tio n , f in a n c e d  by Sam  
D , H u n te r, p u rc h a se d  R adio S ta tio n  KWKH from W . K. H en d erso n  In 193 2, 
m any c h a n g e s  w ere  m ade in  program s a n d  th e ir  m ethod  of p re s e n ta tio n . 
T ra ined  p e rso n n e l w ere em ployed  to  co m p le te  a  re -o rg a n iz a tio n  o f th e  
e n tire  s ta t io n .  The program s c h an g e d  e m p h a s is  from th e  p lay in g  o f e le c ­
tr ic a l  tra n s c r ip tio n s  to  the  b ro a d c a s tin g  o f pe rfo rm an ces by lo c a l  t a le n t .
A new s w ire  s e rv ic e  in s ta l le d  equ ipm en t w hich  e n a b le d  th e  s ta t io n  to 
p re s e n t  re g u la r  new s c a s t s .  The s ta t io n  p re s e n te d  sp o r ts  new s on the
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n a tio n a l  a n d  lo c a l  l e v e l .  L o c a lly , th e  p e rso n n e l in s ta l l e d  a  b ro a d c a s t­
in g  boo th  on to p  th e  C e n te n a ry  C o lle g e  fo o tb a ll s ta d iu m  in  1933 an d  
b ro a d c a s t  hom e gam es for th a t  te a m .
In  1934 KWKH w as a f f i l ia te d  w ith  th e  C o lu m b ia  B ro a d ca s tin g  S y stem  
a s  th e  one  h u n d red th  s ta t io n  on th e  n e tw o rk . W ith  th e  n e tw o rk  a f f i l ia t io n ,  
KWKH w as a b le  to  p re s e n t  a  g re a te r  v a r ie ty  o f  p ro g ram s of a  m ore f in is h e d  
n a tu re .  S e v e ra l d a y s  fo llo w in g  th e  o f f ic ia l  a f f i l ia t io n ,  th e  program  
s c h e d u le  a s  l i s t e d  in  a  lo c a l  n e w sp a p e r  in d ic a te d  th a t  o v e r  tw o - th ird s  
o f  th e  p rog ram s p re s e n te d  w ere  o f n e tw o rk  o r ig in .
In  1935 th e  s ta t io n  c h a n g e d  o w n e rsh ip  a g a in  w h en  th e  S h rev ep o rt 
T im es p u rc h a se d  th e  s ta t io n .  A lm ost im m e d ia te ly  th e  s tu d io s  w ere  m oved 
in to  th e  s tu d io s  a lre a d y  o c c u p ie d  by  th e  f i r s t  T im es s ta t io n ,  KTBS. U nder 
th is  a rra n g e m e n t, KWKH s h a re d  m an ag em en t, s t a f f ,  a n d  p e rs o n n e l w ith  
th e  sm a lle r  s ta t io n ,  KTBS. The m an ag em en t Im m ed ia te ly  la u n c h e d  a 
s ta t io n  im provem en t c a m p a ig n . F ir s t ,  th e  m an a g e rs  b e g an  p u b lic a t io n  o f 
a  h o u se  o rg an  d e s ig n e d  to  a t t r a c t  sp o n s o rs  fo r a d v e r t is in g .  By June 1936, 
an  in c r e a s e  o f 208 p e r  c e n t  co m m erc ia l b u s in e s s  h a d  b e e n  a t t r a c te d  to  th e  
s ta t io n .  N ex t th e  m anagem en t m oved th e  s ta t io n s  in to  e n la rg e d  a n d  im ­
p ro v ed  s tu d io  f a c i l i t i e s  in  th e  C o m m erc ia l B uild ing  in  A ugust 1936 . Then 
in  1939 KWKH in c r e a s e d  i t s  p o w er to  5 0 ,0 0 0  w a t ts ,  th e  m axim um  am ount 
p e rm itte d  by th e  F e d e ra l C o m m u n ica tio n  C o m m iss io n .
W h ile  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  w ere  u n d erg o in g  Im p ro v em en ts , program m ing 
a ls o  w a s  im p ro v ed . The a n n o u n c e rs  p ro d u ce d  a n d  a n n o u n c e d  th e  s u s ­
ta in in g  p ro g ra m s . T his m ethod  o f p ro d u c tio n  in c r e a s e d  th e  m ail r e s p o n s e
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to  the  s ta tio n  by a t  l e a s t  f if ty  p e r  c e n t .  To m eet th e  d e s ire s  of 
l is te n e r s  for lo c a l  e n te rta in m e n t,. KWKH em ployed  tw e n ty -e ig h t  p e rso n s  
who perform ed over th e  a ir  and  a ls o  tra v e le d  th roughou t th e  l is te n in g  
a re a  p re se n tin g  program s in  sc h o o l h o u se s  and  lo c a l  th e a t r e s .
D uring th is  p e rio d  ov e r h a lf  th e  program s o r ig in a te d  w ith  th e  n e t­
w ork . T hese  netw ork  program s In c lu d ed  som e of th e  b e s t  ta le n t  in  th e  
U n ited  S ta te s .  . For ex am p le , in  1937 N e lso n  Eddy, P h il B aker, Rubinoff 
an d  H is  V iolin , an d  th e  V incent L opez O rc h e s tra  w ere  am ong th e  e n te r ­
ta in m en t re g u la rly  sc h e d u le d  by KWKH. The A m erican School o f the  A ir, 
Hym ns of All C h u rc h e s , C hu rch  o f  th e  A ir, H . V. K altenbom  N ew s, 
In tro d u c in g  U n ited  S ta te s  S e n a to r s , an d  o th e r  program s a s s u re d  KWKH 
l is te n e r s  o f  a w e ll-b a la n c e d  program  s c h e d u le r
The p eriod  of 1933 th rough  1941 w ere  th e  y e a rs  in  w hich  th e  s ta t io n  
m atu red . John D . Ewing a ttem p ted  to  p u t in to  o p e ra tio n  h is  p h ilo so p h y  of 
p u b lic  s e rv ic e  for th e  s ta t io n .  A lthough he  w as a b le  to  in je c t  th e  id e a  in to  
th e  a c tu a l  o p e ra tio n  an d  program m ing, th e  p ra c tic e  of p u b lic  s e rv ic e  d id  
n o t m ature fu lly  u n til th e  fo llow ing  p e rio d  w hich  sa w  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  in  
w ar.
CHAPTER V
THE WAR PERIOD: 1941 -  1945
W ith  th e  o u tb reak  of W orld  W ar II, Radio S ta tio n  KWKH w as c au g h t 
up in  w artim e e ffo r t, a s  w ere  a ll  rad io  s ta t io n s  in  th is  c o u n try . In  hom es 
ov e r the  co u n try  th e  rad io  becam e a s  n e v e r  befo re  a  fo ca l p o in t o f a t te n ­
tio n  b e c a u se  i t  su p p lie d  th e  n e w s . KWKH, w ith  i t s  su p e r  pow er, u t i l iz e d  
i ts  f a c i l i t ie s  and  th e  e x p e rie n c e  of th e  m anagem ent an d  p e rso n n e l in  p ro ­
m oting th e  w ar e f fo r t . KWKH c o -o p e ra te d  w ith  governm en ta l a g e n c ie s  and  
took  th e  n e c e s s a ry  p re c a u tio n s  a g a in s t  s a b o te u rs .  In o rder to  p ro long  
th e  s e rv ic e  o f eq u ip m en t, th e  s ta t io n  e x e rc is e d  ex trem e c a u tio n  in  i ts  
u s e .
D uring th e  w ar y e a rs  KWKH m ade c o n s ta n t  a d ju s tm e n ts  in  i t s  p ro ­
gram m ing an d  in  a ss ig n m e n t o f d u tie s  to  i t s  p e rso n n e l a s  th e  em p lo y ees 
le f t  one  by one to  jo in  th e  Armed F o rces or to  go in to  d e fe n se  w ork . 
Through m ost o f th e  w ar y e a rs  John C . M cC orm ack se rv e d  a s  g e n era l 
m anager o f KWKH-KTBS. Fred O hl w as program  d irec to r; J . A . O sw a ld  
w as com m erc ia l m an ag er. John D . Ewing w as p re s id e n t and  e x e c u tiv e  
h e a d  of th e  rad io  s ta tio n ; L. A. M a llh e s  s e rv e d  a s  v ic e -p re s id e n t ,  no t 
a c tiv e ly  e n g ag e d  in  th e  o p e ra tio n  of th e  rad io  s ta t io n .
T his c h a p te r  in v e s tig a te s  (a) p e rso n n e l c h a n g e s  an d  tra in in g  during  
w artim e , (b) governm en ta l an d  o th e r  n e c e s s a ry  re g u la tio n s , and  (c) p ro ­
gram m ing during th e  w ar y e a r s .
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STAFF ORGANIZATION DURING WARTIME
W ith  th e  a d v e n t  o f w a r s t a f f  m em b ers a t  KWKH d w in d le d  in  n u m b e r s .
By 1942 KWKH h a d  l o s t  th i r t e e n  m en to  a rm e d  s e r v ic e s  a n d  d e f e n s e  i n -
d u s t r i e s .  B e c a u se  th e  s i tu a t io n  in  S h re v e p o r t r a d io  b e c a m e  s u c h  th a t  i t
w a s  a lm o s t  Im p o s s ib le  to  h ir e  e x p e r ie n c e d  p e r s o n s ,  th e  s t a t io n  b e g a n
t r a in in g  i t s  r e p l a c e m e n t s . The s t a t io n  h i r e d  a p p re n t ic e  a n n o u n c e rs  a n d
o th e r  s t a f f  m em b ers a n d  g a v e  th e m  th o ro u g h  t r a in in g  b e fo re  p e rm itt in g
th e m  to  a s s u m e  re g u la r  d u t i e s . 1 S e v e n  o f  th e  n in e  a n n o u n c e rs  in  1942
h a d  b e e n  t r a in e d  by  th e  s t a t io n  p e r s o n n e l .  In  o th e r  d e p a r tm e n ts  m any  o f
th e  m en  w ho  l e f t  w e re  r e p la c e d  b y  w o m en . In  th e  n e w sro o m  m o s t o f  th e
2
r e p la c e m e n ts  h ir e d  w e re  w o m e n .
In  1942 John  C .  M c C o rm a c k  s e rv e d  a s  g e n e r a l  m a n a g e r  a n d  B. G . 
R o b e rtso n  w a s  m e rc h a n d is in g  m a n a g e r . M rs .  N e lw y n  W em p le  w a s  s e c r e ­
ta ry  to  R o b e r ts o n . B rice  D ic k so n  w a s  a n n o u n c e r-w r ita "  fo r  KWKH-KTBS. 
Je rry  B ozem an  c o n tin u e d  a s  s p o r t s  a n n o u n c e r ,  a n d  Ruth M a c h e c a  w a s  
s tu d io  p i a n i s t  fo r  b o th  s t a t i o n s .  Two n e w  e m p lo y e e s  w e re  John  S c o t t  a n d  
J a c k  P u lw e r s ,  a n n o u n c e r s ,  w h o  w e re  n a t iv e  S h r e v e p o r te r s . L o rra in e
1 A c c o rd in g  to  John  C .  M c C o rm a c k 's  r e p o r t  to  John  D . E w in g , d a te d  
1 9 4 2 , in  th e  f i l e s  a t  KWKH, th o ro u g h  t r a in in g  fo r  a n n o u n c e rs  m e a n t lo n g  
h o u rs  o f r e c o rd e d  b r o a d c a s t  p r a c t ic e  w h ic h  w a s  p la y e d  b a c k  fo r a n a l y s i s . 
O n ly  a f te r  th e  p e rs o n  h a d  b e co m e  a n  a c c o m p l is h e d  a n n o u n c e r  w a s  h e  
p e rm itte d  to  s e r v e  o v e r  th e  a i r .
^John C .  M c C o rm a c k , re p o r t  to  John  D . E w in g , d a te d  1 9 42 , on 
f i l e  a t  KWKH.
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C o lq u itt w as em ployed on the stenograph ic  staff; Jane Bost and  Joseph ine  
M ille s  were em ployed to work in the  new s bu reau .
By M ay, 1943, KWKH had  se n t to  w ar ten  announcers , two e n g in e e rs , 
one m u sic ian , th ree  sa le sm e n , five newsroom  em ployees and one po rte r. 
The lo s s  of so many em ployees brought forward many p rob lem s. In the 
s a le s  departm ent, KWKH had sp e c ia l problem s s in c e  so  many of the 
sa le sm en  had  been c a lle d  in to  s e rv ic e . In th is  departm ent the  s ta ff
members cou ld  be g rea tly  hand icapped  by la c k  of e x p e rie n c e . W ar had
3
a ffec ted  th e  b u s in e ss  departm ent g re a tly .
KWKH PERSONNEL IN SERVICE
Septem ber, 1942
Name P osition  a t KWKH Branch of Serv ice
Dean Schm itter 
John Earl Ferguson
Production D epartm ent Navy 
Air C orps







U. S . W eather S ta tion  
Army






W illiam  B. Bam es
Robert M ahoney 
C e c il Bland
News ed ito r 
News ed ito r 
S a les  D epartm ent 
S a les  D epartm ent
Vance N eathery  






L ilia  Dean F razie r 
Harry F lag ler 
Borden M elton
News ed ito r 






John M cCorm ack, le t te r  to John D. Ewing, 1943, on f i le  a t KWKH.
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Nam e P o s itio n  a t  KWKH Branch o f S e rv ic e
F eb ru a ry , 1943
B em ie  H a rk n e ss  
Roy Ja c k so n
M u s ic ia n
P o rte r
Army
Army
N avy Air C o rp sW illiam  H igg inbo tham  N ew s e d ito r
E m ployees w ho rem a in e d  w ith  th e  s ta t io n  du ring  w artim e w ere  no t 
id le  in  d e fe n se  e f fo r ts .  W hen C e n te n a ry  C o lle g e  o f S h re v ep o rt tu rn e d  i t s  
f a c i l i t i e s  to  th e  W ar D ep artm en t fo r a  tra in in g  p rog ram , KWKH p e rs o n n e l 
p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e  program  e ith e r  a s  te a c h e r s  o r p u p ils . B ecau se  o n ly  a  
lim ite d  num ber of s tu d e n ts  rem a in ed  a t  C e n te n a ry , th e  c o lle g e  u t i l iz e d  
i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  to  tra in  s p e c i a l i s t s  fo r m ilita ry  and  In d u s tr ia l  w a r w o rk . I t  
w as in  th is  c o n n e c tio n  th a t  W . E . A ntony , C .  H . M ad d o x , E d . C o o k e , O .
S . D ro k e , a n d  A rtel T in s le y  of th e  KWKH-KTBS e n g in e e r in g  s ta f f  s e rv e d  
a s  a s s i s t a n t  in s tru c to rs  fo r th e  R adio M a in te n a n c e  School, o n  th e  C e n te n a ry  
c a m p u s . P u p ils  who a tte n d e d  th is  s c h o o l from KWKH w ere  Fred O h l,
Ju le s  R ind, H arry  F la g le r , an d  P a t W h ite  in  th e  P rim ary  C o u rs e . Lynn 
W illia m s  a tte n d e d  th e  A dvanced  C o u r s e . In  o th e r  w ar e ffo r ts  for th e  
com m unity , Je rry  Bozem an se rv e d  a s  in s tru c to r  in  G a s  a n d  F ire  D e fen se  
c o u rs e s  an d  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  g e n e ra l C iv i l ia n  D e fe n se  a c t iv i ty .  The wom en 
e m p lo y e e s  to o k  f i r s t  a id  c o u rs e s  w h ile  B. G . R o b e rtso n , Bill B arnes and  
P a t W h ite  p a r t ic ip a te d  a s  m em bers o f th e  C iv i l ia n  Air P a t r o l . ^
^On th e  L e v e l. VII (April, 1942), N o . 4 , p .  2 .
138
INFLUENCES OF WARTIME REGULATIONS
B e c a u se  P u b lis h e r  John  D . Ew ing o w n ed  tw o  s t a t io n s  a t  th is  t im e , 
h e  f a c e d  th e  a d d it io n a l  p ro b lem  o f a d ju s tin g  to  a  n ew  a n d  s ig n i f ic a n t  
ru lin g  o f th e  P C C . Id e n t i f ie d  im m e d ia te ly  a s  th e  F ly  D u o p o ly  R u le ,5 
th e  M u ltip le  O w n ersh ip  o rd e r  i s s u e d  by th e  F e d e ra l C o m m u n ic a tio n  
C o m m iss io n  o n  N ovem ber 23, 1943 , p ro v id e d  th a t
No l i c e n s e  s h a l l  be  g ra n te d  fo r a  s ta n d a rd  b r o a d c a s t  
s t a t i o n ,  d i re c t ly  o r in d ir e c t ly  o w n e d , o p e ra te d  o r  c o n ­
t r o l le d  by  a n y  p e rs o n  w h e re  s u c h  s ta t io n  re n d e rs  o r  w ill 
r e n d e r  p rim ary  s e rv ic e  to  a  s u b s ta n t ia l  p o rtio n  o f  th e  
p rim ary  s e rv ic e  a re a  o f a n o th e r  s ta n d a rd  b r o a d c a s t  s t a t io n ,  
d i r e c t ly  o r in d ir e c t ly  o w n e d , o p e ra te d  o r c o n tro l le d  by  
s u c h  p e rs o n , e x c e p t  upon  a  sh o w in g  th a t  p u b lic  i n t e r e s t ,  
c o n v e n ie n c e  a n d  n e c e s s i t y  w ill  be s e rv e d  th ro u g h  su c h  
m u ltip le  o w n e rsh ip  s i tu a t io n .
F u rth e rm o re , e x is t in g  s ta t io n s  m u st con fo rm  w ith  th e  n e w  ru lin g  on  th e
m u ltip le  o w n e rsh ip  b an  by  Ju n e  1, 1 9 44 . The s e rv ic e  a r e a s  fo r th e s e
S h re v e p o rt T im es s ta t io n s  c o in c id e d  in a s m u c h  a s  b o th  s e rv e d  S h re v e p o rt
a n d  i t s  v i c in i ty .  Both s ta t io n s  s h a re d  one  m a n a g e r , th e  sa m e  s tu d io s .
5F e d e ra l C o m m u n ic a tio n  C o m m iss io n  O rd e r  84 -A , S e c tio n  3 . 3 5 . 
Jam es L aw re n ce  F ly w as C h a irm a n  o f  th e  FC C a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  p a s s a g e  
o f  th e  ru l in g .
^ F e d e ra l C o m m u n ic a tio n  C o m m is s io n , D o c k e t N o . 6 1 6 5 . The ru le  
p ro v id e d  for a  h e a r in g  a n d  d e c is io n  in  th e  p u b lic  i n t e r e s t .
7
a n d  m any o f th e  sam e  s ta f f  m em b ers .
1 3 9
7O n Jan u ary  22 , 1941 , KWKH f i le d  a  v o tin g  t r u s t  a g re e m e n t w ith  th e  
F e d e ra l C o m m u n ic a tio n  C o m m iss io n  fo r th e i r  o w n e rsh ip  f i le s  in  w h ic h  John
D . E w ing w a s  a p p o in te d  V oting T ru s te e  o f a l l  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  s to c k  (400 
s h a re s )  o f  T im es P u b lis h in g  C o m p an y , L t d . , w h ich  p u b l is h e d  th e  S h re v ep o rt 
T im e s . a  d a ily  n e w s p a p e r .  The T im es P u b lis h in g  C o m p an y , L td . ,  o w n ed  a ll  
o f  th e  s to c k  (1500 s h a re s )  o f T r i-S ta te  B ro a d c a s tin g  S y s te m , I n c . , w h ic h  
w a s  R adio  S ta tio n  KTBS. In  tu rn  th e  T r i-S ta te  B ro a d c a s tin g  S y s te m , I n c . , 
o w n ed  80 p e r  c e n t  o f th e  s to c k  of KWKH. R adio  S ta tio n  KWKH w a s  a u th o r­
iz e d  for 2000 s h a r e s  o f com m on s to c k  o f w h ic h  500 h a d  b e e n  i s s u e d  an d  
w e re  o u ts ta n d in g .  T r i-S ta te  B ro a d c a s tin g  S y s te m , I n c . ,  (KTBS) h e ld  400 
s h a r e s  a n d  H e le n  E w ing C la y  a n d  John  D . E w ing , J r . , b ro th e r  a n d  s i s t e r  
a n d  c h ild re n  o f  John D . E w ing , h e ld  50 s h a r e s  a n d  10 p e r  c e n t  o f e a c h .
John  D . E w ing , V oting T ru s te e , w a s  p r e s id e n t  o f T r i-S ta te  B ro a d c a s tin g  
S y s te m , I n c . , a n d  th e  T im es P u b lish in g  C o . ,  L td . S e e  In te rn a tio n a l  
B ro a d c a s tin g  C o rp o ra tio n  D o c k e t 1 0 4 7 7 . E x h ib it IV, R adio  S ta t io n  KWKH,
June 11 , 1948 , A m ended Ju ly  1, 1952 . O n f i le  a t  R adio  S ta tio n  KWKH, 
S h re v e p o r t, L o u is ia n a .  H e re a f te r  re fe r re d  to  a s  KWKH D o c k e t 1 0 4 7 7 .
A no ther ru lin g  in  1941 by  th e  F e d e ra l C o m m u n ic a tio n  C o m m iss io n  
in v o lv e d  S ta tio n  KWKH. O rder N o . 79 , i s s u e d  on  M arch  20 , 1941 , by  th e  
FCC re q u ire d  an  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  n e w s p a p e r  o w n ed  ra d io  s t a t i o n s . In  o rd e r  
to  s tu d y  fu lly  th e  p ro b lem  th e  C o m m iss io n  s e n t  a  q u e s t io n n a ire  to  a l l  n e w s ­
p a p e r  ow ned  s t a t i o n s .  T h is q u e s t io n n a ire  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  e l i c i t  in fo rm a ­
t io n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  ra d io  s ta t io n s  an d  th e ir  n e w s p a p e r  
o w n e rs .  In  a n sw e r in g  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e ,  th e  o w n er o f  KWKH w ro te  th a t  th e  
S h re v e p o rt T im es a n d  KWKH e m p lo y ed  no  Jo in t p e rs o n n e l a n d  th a t  s o u rc e s  o f  
n e w s  w e re  n o t u s e d  jo in t ly  e x c e p t  on  th o s e  o c c a s io n s  w hen  d i s a s t e r  s tru c k  
th e  a r e a ,  b e c a u s e  e a c h  o rg a n iz a t io n  m a in ta in e d  i t s  ow n w ire  s e r v ic e .  The 
o w n er a ls o  s ta te d  th a t  h is  in s t ru c t io n s  to  th e  m an a g e r o f  KWKH c o n c e rn in g  
m a n a g e ria l d u t ie s  w e re  " to  do  Bn a g r e s s iv e  jo b  in  th e  s o l ic i t in g  o f a d v e r ­
t i s in g ,  in  n ew s b r o a d c a s t in g ,  in  re n d e rin g  p u b lic  s e r v ic e ,  in  th e  g ra n tin g  
o f  fre e  tim e  fo r d i s c u s s io n s  o f  p u b lic  i s s u e s  on  a fe ir  a n d  im p a r tia l  b a s i s ,  
a n d  to  m a in ta in  a s  e f f ic ie n t  p e rs o n n e l  a s  p o s s i b l e . "  T h is in v e s t ig a t io n  
r e s u l te d  in  a  num ber o f  le g a l  c a s e s  c o n c e rn in g  n e w s p a p e r  o w n ed  ra d io  
s t a t i o n s .  O ne o f th e s e  In v o lv e d  KWKH's s i s t e r  s t a t io n ,  KTBS. A cco rd ing  
to  th e  s t a t i o n 's  c o p y  o f th e  q u e s t io n n a ire  a n d  o th e r  d o c u m e n ts  r e la t in g  to  
th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  now  on  f i le  a t  S ta t io n  KWKH, th e  c a s e  o f T r i-S ta te  B road­
c a s t in g  C o . v .  F e d e ra l C o m m u n ic a tio n s  C o m m issio n _ in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
C o u rt o f A p p e a ls  Ĵa 8 A pp. D . C .  292 , 9 6 F . 2d . 5 6 ^ / r e s u l te d  in  a  Ju d g ­
m en t th a t  " th e re  i s  no th ing  in  th e  A ct w h ic h  e i th e r  p re v e n ts  o r  p re ju d ic e s  
th e  r ig h t o f  a  n e w s p a p e r ,  a s  s u c h ,  to  a p p ly  fo r  an d  r e c e iv e  a  l i c e n s e  to  
o p e ra te  a  ra d io  b ro a d c a s t  s t a t i o n . "  O n Jan u ary  13, 1944 , th e  F e d e ra l C om ­
m u n ic a tio n  C o m m iss io n  c lo s e d  th e  re c o rd  on  i t s  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  n e w sp a p e r  
o w n e rsh ip  o f ra d io  s t a t i o n s ,  a lth o u g h  th e  m em bers o f th e  C o m m iss io n  a g re e d  
th a t  " g e n e ra l  d iv e r s i f ic a t io n  o f c o n tro l o f su c h  m ed ia  i s  d e s i r a b le .  " S ee  
F e d e ra l C o m m u n ic a tio n  C o m m iss io n , P u b lic  N o t ic e , d a te d  Jan u ary  13,
1944 , c i r c u la te d  to  ra d io  s t a t i o n s .  A c o p y  i s  on  f i le  a t  R adio  S ta tio n  
KWKH, S h re v e p o r t, L o u is ia n a .
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In o rd e r to  com ply  fu lly  w ith  th e  ru le ,  th e  s tu d io s  w ou ld  h av e  to  
be  re c o n s tru c te d  and  th e  p e rso n n e l an d  s ta f f  w ould  hav e  to  be d iv id e d . 
The b eg in n in g  o f 1944 found  KWKH-KTBS in  a  d if f ic u lt  s i tu a t io n  s in c e  
b o th  s ta t io n s  w ou ld  be  g ra n te d  o n ly  tem p o rary  l i c e n s e s  u n til  th e y  h a d  
s e v e re d  r e la t io n s h ip s . Before th e  tim e  cam e for re n e w a l o f th e  KWKH 
l ic e n s e ,  th e  ow ner h a d  fo rm u la ted  a  p la n  to  e x c h a n g e  KTBS for KTHS, 
a ra d io  s ta t io n  in  H ot S p rin g s , A rk a n sa s . The F e d e ra l C o m m un ica tion  
C o m m issio n  g ra n te d  tem porary  l i c e n s e s  to  KWKH an d  KTBS u n til  su c h
Q
tim e  a s  one  c o u ld  be  p ro p erly  d is p o s e d .
E ffe c tiv e  w ith  th e  a p p ro v a l o f F ed e ra l C o m m un ica tion  C o m m issio n  
fo r th e  t r a n s fe r  o f KTBS fo r KTHS, John M cC orm ack , m an ag er o f  KWKH- 
KTBS, se v e re d  h is  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  KWKH a n d  Fred O hl b ecam e  th e  n ew  
m an a g e r. B. G . R obertson  r e s ig n e d , e f fe c t iv e  S ep tem b er 15, 1945;
D ear M r. Ewing:
L ic e n s e s  a n d  tem p o rary  p e rm its  h av e  b e e n  g ra n te d  KWKH by th e  
F ed e ra l C o m m u n ica tio n s C o m m issio n  a s  fo llo w s:
R egu lar l ic e n s e :  F eb ruary  23, 1943 to  April 1, 1944
T em porary perm it: April 1, 1944 to  June 1, 1944
T em porary perm it: June 1, 1944 to  A ugust 1, 1944
T em porary  perm it: A ugust 1, 1944 n o t to  go b ey o n d  O c to b e r 1, 1944
L ic e n se  S ep tem ber 26, 1944 to  M ay 1, 1945
8Fred O h l, l e t t e r  to  John D . E w ing, in  KWKH f i l e s .
M r. John D . Ewing 
Fred  Ohl
L ic e n s e  re n e w a l April 24, 1945
KWKH
FO:b
Y ours v e ry  tru ly , 
F red O hl
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Bob S h ip ley  re jo in ed  th e  new s d ep a rtm e n t. Ju s tin e  T ucker, s e c re ta ry  
to  M cC orm ack , re s ig n e d  to  c o n tin u e  h e r p o s it io n  a s  s e c re ta ry  to  
M cC orm ack .
At th e  beg in n in g  of th e  w a r, th e  W ar P roduc tion  Board form u­
la te d  a  p o lic y  o f freez in g  both  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  of new  rad io  s ta t io n s
and  th e  e x p a n s io n  of e x is tin g  s ta t io n s  for th e  d u ra tio n  of the  em ergency
g
e x c e p t in ex trem ely  ra re  c ir c u m s ta n c e s .  All new  m a te r ia ls  w en t 
p rim arily  to  s a t is fy  th e  n eed s  o f th e  arm ed f o r c e s . The F edera l 
C om m unications C om m ission  fe lt  th a t  " it  w ould not be  in  the  p u b lic  
in te r e s t  to  i s s u e  and  have  o u ts ta n d in g  p e rm its  fo r a u th o r iz a tio n s  th e  
term s of w hich  c an n o t be m et w ith in  a  re a so n a b le  p e rio d
The C om m ission  a g re ed  to  i s s u e  c o n d itio n a l g ra n ts  for e x p a n s io n  
under c e r ta in  c irc u m s ta n c e s  w hen th e re  w ould be  re a so n a b le  p ro sp e c ts  
th a t th e  p ro p o se d  c h an g e  c o u ld  be p rov ided  w ith o u t s u b s ta n t ia l  d e la y .
Before th e  F edera l C om m unication  C om m ission  o rd ered  a  f re e z e  on 
m a te r ia ls ,  Radio S ta tio n s  KWKH-KTBS had  p u rc h a se d  a bu ild ing  s i te  on 
F a irf ie ld  Avenue and  h ad  a rc h ite c tu ra l  p la n s  draw n for new  s tu d io s  to 
h o u se  th e  b ro a d c a s tin g  s t a t i o n s . W hen th e  f re e z e  o rder c a m e , th e s e  
p la n s  h ad  to  be ab an d o n ed  for th e  d u ra tio n  of th e  w ar. A dditional 
sp a c e  w as o b ta in e d  in  th e  C om m ercial Building on the  th ird  flo o r for o f f ic e s .
Q
F edera l C om m unications C om m ission  memorandum o p in io n s ,
July 7 an d  July 21, 1942. S upp lem en ted  s ta te m e n t of p o lic y , January  26, 
1944.
^ F e d e r a l  C om m unication  C o m m issio n , P u b lic  N o tice , January  26,
1944.
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On M arch  29, 1941, KWKH c h a n g e d  b ro a d c a s t  f re q u e n c ie s  from 
lJOOto 1130 k i lo c y c le s  a s  th e  r e s u l t  of th e  H av an a  T re a ty . ** The 
April 1941 i s s u e  of On th e  L evel c a rr ie d  a n  a r t i c l e ,  "M ov in ' D ay , " 
c o n c e rn in g  th e  freq u e n cy  c h a n g e  o f b o th  KWKH an d  KTBS. T h is new s 
item  d e s c r ib e d  th e  p u b lic i ty  cam p a ig n  w h ich  th e  s ta t io n s  c o n d u c te d  
p rio r  to  an d  a f te r  th e  c h a n g e s .  A ccording to  th is  s o u rc e ,  new s s to r ie s  
w ere  s e n t  to  a re a  n e w sp a p e rs , a n  e x te n s iv e  cam p aig n  o f  a d v e r t is e m e n ts  
w as  c o n d u c te d , an d  a KWKH-KTBS em p lo y ee  h a d  c o n ta c te d  ra d io  s e rv ic e  
m en an d  d e a le r s  in  A rk a n sa s , L o u is ia n a , an d  T ex as  l is te n in g  a re a s  to
12g iv e  them  in fo rm a tio n . The S h re v ep o rt T im es c a r r ie d  a  c o m p le te  s to ry . 
P rio r to  th e  c h a n g e  KWKH m ade fre q u e n t s p o t a n n o u n c e m e n ts , m a iled  
in fo rm a tio n a l l e t t e  to  s c h o o ls  and  v a r io u s  c iv ic  o rg a n iz a t io n s . KWKH 
an d  KTBS c o o p e ra te d  w ith  KRMD, th e  o th e r  lo c a l  rad io  s ta t io n ,  an d  th e  
th re e  s ta t io n s  m a iled  tw e n ty - f iv e  th o u sa n d  c o lo re d  c ir c u la r s  a d v e r tis in g
**The H av an a  T rea ty  b e tw e e n  th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  C a n a d a , M e x ic o , 
C u b a , and  H a iti a f fe c te d  795 o u t of th e  883 b ro a d c a s tin g  s ta t io n s  in  th e  
U n ited  S t a t e s . T h is tr e a ty  w as m ade in  th e  in te r e s t  o f im proving  ra d io  
b ro a d c a s t  re c e p tio n  an d  h ad  b een  u n d e r s tu d y  by th e  g o v ern m en ts  
In v o lv ed  fo r th re e  y e a r s . T his w as  th e  f i r s t  m utual p a c t  o f i t s  k in d  an d  
i s  know n o f f ic ia l ly  a s  th e  "N orth  A m erican  R eg ional B ro a d ca s tin g  
A g reem en t. " D is c u s s io n  found  in  S ev en th  A nnual Report of th e  F e d e ra l 
C o m m un ica tion  C o m m issio n  for th e  F is c a l  Y ear E nded Tune 3 0 , 1941 
(W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G overnm ent P rin tin g  O ff ic e , 1941), p p . 
21- 2 2 .
1^The S h rev ep o rt T im e s , M arch  28, 1941.
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th e  c h an g e  of fre q u e n c ie s  to  a ll  th e  S h reveport r e s id e n ts  w ith  th e ir
13M arch w a te r b i l l s .
O ne m onth la te r  KWKH's c o n su ltin g  rad io  e n g in e e r , A. Earl 
C u llum , J r . ,  o f D a lla s , f ile d  a s ta te m e n t o f b ro a d c a s t c o n d itio n s  of 
KWKH w ith  the  F ed era l C om m unication  C o m m issio n . He s ta te d  th a t  
i t  w as h is  b e lie f  th a t th e  d ire c tio n a l an d  n o n -d ire c tio n a l a n te n n a  in ­
s ta l le d  a t  KWKH com plied  w ith  a l l  the  term s and  c o n d itio n s  of th e  
c o n s tru c tio n  perm it i s s u e d  to  th e  In te rn a tio n a l B roadcasting  C o rp o ra tio n  
on  F ebruary  27, 1931, u s in g  5 0 ,0 0 0  w a tts  d ay tim e , 5 0 ,0 0 0  w a tts  n ig h t­
tim e on 1130 k i lo c y c le s .  (File N o. B3-M SA-460; FCC 302 form ).
At th e  re q u e s t  o f th e  W ar D epartm en t, th e  C om m ission  a d o p ted  
R e s tr ic te d  O rder Num ber Two w hich  p ro v id ed  for the  em ergency  co n tro l 
o f rad io  s ta t io n s  to  p rev e n t p o s s ib i l i ty  of th e ir  u s e  by th e  enem y for 
d ire c tio n  find ing  p u rp o s e s . This o rder w as c o n tin u e d  in  e ffe c t "as  
th e  b a s ic  p lan  for th e  co n tro l of rad io  s ta t io n s  in  th e  n a tio n a l 
e m e rg en c y .
At KWKH m any p ro te c tiv e  m easu re s  w ere  ta k e n  to  in su re  s e c u r ity  
o f th e  s ta t io n .  All em p loyees w ere  fin g e rp rin te d  and  re q u ire d  to  subm it 
p roof of b ir th . In th e  re c e p tio n  room , a  re c e p tio n is t  rem ain ed  on duty
the  L ev e l, VI (April, 1941), N o . 4 , p .  1.
* ̂ L e tte r of A pril, 1941, on f ile  a t  KWKH.
1SF ed era l C om m unication  C o m m issio n , P u b lic  N o tic e . N ovem ber 
21, 1945.
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w h en ev er th e  rad io  w as on a i r .  V isito rs w ere req u ire d  to  s ig n  a  
re g is tra tio n  book g iv ing  nam e, a d d re s s ,  b u s in e s s  a f f i l ia t io n , and  
tim e in  th e  s ta t io n .  In  ad d itio n  to  sc re e n in g  p e rso n s  who cam e to  
th e  s tu d io , th e  s tu d io  I t s e l f  w as g iv en  p ro te c tiv e  s a fe g u a rd s .
S tu rd ily  c o n s tru c te d  doors w ere  lo c k e d  w hen th e  r e c e p tio n is t  w as 
n o t on d u ty . All a c c e s s ib le  w indow s w ere h e a v ily  s c re e n e d . M em bers 
o f th e  fire  departm en t in s p e c te d  the  fire  e x tin g u ish e rs  and  in s tru c te d  
a ll  p e rso n n e l o f th e  s ta t io n  on how  to  u se  th e  e x t in g u is h e r s .  The 
s e c u r i ty  m easu re s  e x te n d e d  to  th e  tra n s m itte r  s ta t io n  a t  D ix ie , w here 
a ll  p re c a u tio n s  w ere  ta k e n  to  p re v e n t any  p o s s ib le  su b v e rs iv e  a c t iv i ­
t ie s  . Program s w ere  m onito red  in  o rder to  d e te c t  any  tam pering  w hich  
m ight be done to  the  l i n e s .
The s ta t io n  e x p e rie n c e d  a g rea t d ea l of d iff ic u lty  in o b ta in in g  
many n e e d e d  item s b e c a u se  of th e  p rio rity  re q u ire m e n ts . After 
F eb ru ary , 1942, th e  C om m ission  req u ire d  very  l i t t l e  e n g in e e rin g  d a ta  
from s ta n d a rd  b ro a d c a s t s ta tio n s  . T h ere fo re , on June 13, 1944, the  
C om m ission  d ire c te d  a l l  l ic e n s e e s  of s ta n d a rd  b ro a d c a s t s ta t io n s  to  
subm it c u rre n t e n g in e e rin g  d a ta  to  the  C o m m issio n . ^  S a la r ie s  o f 
p e rso n s  w orking a ll  o v e r th e  U n ited  S ta te s  w ere  frozen  a t  th e  beg in n in g
^ J o h n  C . M cC orm ack , M em orandum , 1941, on f ile  a t  KWKH.
*^T. J . S lo w ie , S e c re ta ry  to  F edera l C om m unication  C o m m issio n , 
L e tte r  to  a l l  b ro a d c a s tin g  s ta t io n s ,  June 24, 1944. C opy  in  f i le s  a t 
KWKH.
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o f th e  w a r . KWKH p e rso n n e l w ere  in c lu d e d  in  th is  g e n e ra l o rd e r .
H ow ever, in  1943, th e  S a la ry  S ta b il iz a tio n  U nit g ra n te d  s a la ry  a d -
18Ju s tm e n ts  fo r a  num ber of p e rs o n s  on th e  KWKH s ta f f .
PROGRAMMING POLICIES AS INFLUENCED BY THE WAR
EFFORT
D uring  th e  w a r, C o n g re ss  d id  no t a tte m p t to  im p o se  s t r i c t  
g o v e rn m en ta l c e n s o r s h ip  o n  th e  b ro a d c a s tin g  o f new s an d  o th e r  in fo r­
m a tio n . U nder th e  O ffice  o f C e n so rsh ip  an d  th e  O ffice  o f W ar In fo rm a­
t io n , a  v o lu n ta ry  sy s te m  w as e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h ese  o f f ic e s  p e r io d ic a l ly  
p u b lis h e d  a  C o d e  o f W artim e P ra c t ic e s  for A m erican B ro a d c a s te r s .
A re c e n t  a p p ra is a l  o f th e  e x te n t  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  th e  C ode  fo r th e  good  
o f a l l  p o in ts  ou t th a t  "C o o p e ra tio n  of th e  b ro a d c a s t  in d u s try  an d  th e  
p re s s  w ith  th e  fo rc e s  o f G overnm en t du ring  th e  p e rio d  o f W orld  W ar II
s ta n d s  o u t a s  a  h ig h ly  g ra tify in g  ex am p le  o f th e  o p e ra tio n  o f a  free
20
n a tio n  in  tim e o f c r i s i s .  "
A ccord ing  to  th e  v o lu n ta ry  c e n s o rs h ip  im p o sed  on  b r o a d c a s te r s , 
KWKH w a s  r e s t r i c te d  in  i t s  n ew s c o v e ra g e . R e g a rd le ss  o f th e  so u rc e  
th rough  w h ich  in fo rm a tio n  w as o b ta in e d , a l l  n ew s m a te r ia ls  w ere  to  be 
c e n s o re d  v o lu n ta r i ly .  KWKH n ew sm en  w ere  In s tru c te d  to  c h e c k  w ith
1®John C . M cC orm ack , l e t t e r  to  John D . E w ing , O c to b e r  18, 1943 . 
In  f i le s  a t  KWKH.
1®House o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s , R egu la tion  o f  B ro a d c a s tin g , p .  6 5 .
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th e  n e a re s t  w ire  se rv ic e  w hen th ey  re c e iv e d  new s w hich  m ight n eed  
c e n so rs h ip  and  to  m ake no im portan t an n o u n cem en ts  w ithou t c le a ra n c e .
To conform  w ith  the  w artim e co d e  th e  s ta tio n  c o u ld  g ive  w e a th e r  fo re ­
c a s t s  on ly  a t  tim es w hen c i t iz e n s  n e ed e d  to ta k e  p re c a u tio n s  to  p ro -
21te c t  th e ir  l iv e s ,  th e ir  l iv e s to c k , p ro p erty  or c ro p s . No f ire  s ir e n s  
o r b e lls  w ere to  be  u se d  in  d ram atic  program s fo r th e  d u ra tio n  o f th e  w a r. 
Anything w hich  m ight frig h ten  p eo p le  w as o m itted  a l to g e th e r . The new s 
e d ito r  an d  an n o u n ce rs  w ere in s tru c te d  to  p ra c tic e  sp e a k in g  ca lm ly , 
a c c u ra te ly , and  fa c tu a lly  in  new s re p o r ts .  Every p re c a u tio n  w as ta k e n  
to  p rev e n t p u b lic a tio n  and  d is se m in a tio n  of any  Inform ation  w hich  m ight 
be h e lp fu l to  th e  en em y . At no tim es w ere c a s u a l ty  l i s t s  b ro a d c a s t .
D uring th e  w ar, l is te n e r s  w ere  e a g e r  fo r new s o f any  im portan t 
e v en t o r o f any  a c t iv i ty  in  w hich  U n ited  S ta te s  se rv icem en  w ere  e n ­
g a g e d . The new s bureau  a t  KWKH took  on ad d ed  im p o rta n c e . The 
b u reau  w as e q u ip p ed  w ith  tw o w ire  s e r v ic e s ,  the  U n ited  P re s s  and  the  
A sso c ia te d  P r e s s .  On O ctober 27, 1941, a t 5 :00 p . m . Radio S ta tio n s  
KWKH-KTBS began  the  u se  of P re s s  A sso c ia tio n , a  rad io  s u b s id ia ry  of 
A sso c ia te d  P r e s s .  The A sso c ia te d  P re s s  new s w as s la n te d  for rad io  
p re s e n ta tio n  on P re s s  A s s o c ia tio n . By D ecem ber, 1941, P re s s  A sso c ia ­
tio n  n ew s w as u s e d  for th e  fo llow ing  KWKH new s program s: th e  d a ily  
noon new s p eriod  sp o n so red  by N u trena  M il ls ,  th e  5:00 p .m . S tu d eb ak e r
^ C e n s o r s h ip  o f f ic e , "C ode of W artim e, P ra c tic e s  for Am erican 
B ro a d c a s te rs ."  194 2 -1 9 4 5 .
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n e w s , th e  7:30 a .  m . new s sp o n so re d  by P e te r  P a u l 's  M o u n d s , a
th re e  tim e s  a  w eek  new s a t  12:40 p .  m . fo r V icks, and  a t  10:30 p .  m.
22fo r th e  S o u th w este rn  G as an d  E le c tr ic  C om pany of S h re v ep o rt.
B eginning  on  A ugust 21, 1942, th re e  f if te e n  m inu te  su m m aries  of
d a ily  d e v e lo p m e n ts  o f in te rn a t io n a l ,  n a t io n a l ,  s t a te ,  a n d  lo c a l  n ew s
w ere  b ro a d c a s t  a t  12:30 p .  m . w ith  Brice D ic k so n  a n n o u n c in g . S ho rtly
23th e re a f te r  a  7:45 a .  m . n e w s c a s t  w as ad d ed ; Fred Ohl a n n o u n c e d . 
N e w s c a s ts  w ere  ad d ed  to  th e  s c h e d u le  u n til  O c to b e r  w hen th e  s ta t io n  
p re s e n te d  a  m inim um  of 115 n e w s p rogram s w e e k ly . T h is num ber d id  
n o t in c lu d e  s p e c ia l  n ew s p rog ram s nor in te r ru p te d -b ro a d c a s t-b u l le t in  
s e rv ic e  w h ich  w as in c lu d e d  a s  th e  n ew s s i tu a t io n  w a rra n te d  i t .  T h ese  
p rogram s ran g e d  from  fiv e  m inu te  su m m aries  to  fu ll le n g th  co m m en ta r­
i e s ,  and  in  them  l i s te n e r s  h e a rd  p rogram s o r ig in a tin g  in  S h rev ep o rt an d  
th o s e  o r ig in a tin g  a t  v a rio u s  p o in ts  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld . In 1943 th e  s ta t io n  
a d d e d  a n ig h tly  in fo rm ativ e  f i f te e n  m inu te  program  a t  10:30 o 'c lo c k ,
"The KWKH W orld  R epo rte r, " in  w h ich  B. G . R obertson  n a rra te d  th e
24im p o rtan t new s e v e n ts  o f e a c h  d a y .
For p rog ram s o r ig in a tin g  a t  d is ta n t  lo c a t io n s , KWKH re l ie d  upon 
i t s  ne tw ork  a f f i l ia t io n  to  su p p ly  th e  n e w s . C o lu m b ia  B ro a d ca s tin g
22 On th e  L e v e l. VI (D ecem ber, 1941), N o . 12, p .  1.
^ On th e  L e v e l, VII (S ep tem ber, 1942), N o . 9 , p .  1.
^ O n th e  L e v e l, VIII (A ugust, 1943), N o. 8 , p .  1 .
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S y stem  s t r a te g ic a l ly  p o s te d  in fo rm ed  new sm en  a t  lo c a t io n s  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  w o rld . In  a d d itio n  th e  netw ork  h ad  w ar c o rre sp o n d e n ts  tra v e lin g  
w ith  a l l  th e  tro o p s from  th e  U n ited  S ta te s .  T h ese  c o rre sp o n d e n ts  com ­
b in ed  th e ir  in fo rm atio n  on  Sunday p ro g ram s, "W orld N ew s T oday . " In  
th e s e  p rogram s C h a r le s  D aly  in  N ew  York re p o rte d  on "up to  th e  
m inu te  h a p p e n in g s  bo th  on  th e  fo re ig n  an d  d o m e s tic  f r o n ts . " Key r e ­
p o r te rs  s ta t io n e d  a t su c h  p o in ts  a s  L ondon, M o sco w , W a sh in g to n ,
C a iro , and  o th e r  p la c e s  re p o rte d  im m ed ia te  d e v e lo p m e n ts . In c lu d e d
in  th is  s ta f f  w ere  su c h  p e rs o n s  a s  Eric S e v a re id , John P u rc e l, Bob
2ST rou t, W in s to n  B u rd e tte , an d  o th e r s .
N etw ork  n e w s c a s te r s  re g u la r ly  h e a rd  on  KWKH In c lu d e d  E lm er
D a v is , who b ro a d c a s t  e a c h  d ay  M onday  th rough  F riday  a t  7:55 p .  m .;
W illiam  L. S h ire r , w ith  a  15 m inu te  w e ek ly  program ; C e c il  Brown who
re p la c e d  E lm er D av is  in  A u g u st, 1942; and  Eric S e v a re id  w ho b ro a d c a s t
26on S a tu rd ay s  a n d  S undays a t 7:55 p .  m.
In  M ay , 1943, ne tw ork  new s re p o rts  w ere  in te n s i f ie d .  E ach 
e v e n in g  KWKH p re s e n te d  "The W orld  T oday , " a  s e r ie s  of o n - th e - s p o t  
re p o r ts  from  C o lum bia  B ro ad castin g  S ystem  c o rre sp o n d e n ts  s ta t io n e d  in  
v i ta l  a re a s  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld . In  th o s e  n e w s c a s ts  th e  w ar a n d  
d ip lo m a tic  a c t io n s  w ere  su m m arized  an d  a n a ly z e d  for l i s t e n e r s .
2^On th e  L e v e l. VII (N ovem ber, 1942), N o . 11, p .  1 .
26On th e  L e v e l . VII (A pril, 1942), N o . 4 , p .  2 .
2^On th e  L e v e l. VIII (June, 1943), N o . 6 , p .  3 .
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N ationa l new s g a in e d  th e  em p h asis  on "Your Home Front R eporter, " 
d e s ig n e d  to  inform  l is te n e r s  abou t c u rre n t e v e n ts  in  W ash ing ton  w h ile  
netw ork  com m enta to rs John B. Kennedy and  Joseph  H arsh  c o n tin u ed  to
70
a n a ly z e  new s e v e n ts  fo r KWKH l is te n e r s  on e a r ly  even ing  b ro a d c a s ts .
In 1945 a  "M orning New s Roundup" w as ad d ed  to  netw ork  n e w s­
c a s t s .  S chedu led  a t  KWKH a t  7:00 a .m .  M onday th rough  S a tu rd ay , 
th e  program  c o n ta in e d  in form ation  of w orld  e v e n t s . O rig in a tin g  in  
New York, th e  program  m ain ta in ed  c o n ta c t  w ith  tw en ty  C olum bia n e w s­
c a s te r s  s ta tio n e d  on fo re ign  p o in ts  of c r i s i s .  A llen Jack so n  in  New York 
in tro d u ced  th e  program  and  th en  c o n ta c te d  c o rre sp o n d e n ts  a t  v a rio u s  
p la c e s .  For ex am p le , Bill Dunn in  M an ila  su p p lie d  new s of the  P h ilip ­
p in e s  and  G enera l M acArthur; in  G uam , W eb ley  Edwards h ad  new s 
from N lm itz; in  M o sco w , G eorge M oorad su p p lie d  R ussian  in form ation; 
F arnsw orth  Fow le in  Rome c a rr ie d  new s of M ark C lark ; W in sto n  Burdett 
sp o k e  from P a r i s . O th e r c o rre sp o n d e n ts  in c lu d e d  Bill Downs in
2Q
G erm any, H ow ard K. Sm ith, Bill S hadell and  C h a rle s  C o llin g w o o d .
As th e  w ar in  Europe cam e to  a  c lo s e ,  th e  m anagem ent o f KWKH 
c a n c e le d  m ost o f the  lo c a l  and  tra n s c r ib e d  program s In o rder to  c a rry  
th e  C o lum bia  N etw ork program s c o n ce rn in g  V>-E D ay , M ay 7 an d  8 ,
1 9 4 5 .30
28Ib ld .
2 90n  th e  L e v e l. X (April, 1945), N o . 4 , p .  3 .
30On th e  L ev e l, X (June, 1945), N o . 6 , p .  1.
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D uring  th e  w ar KWKH g av e  a lm o s t u n lim ite d  am oun ts o f tim e  for
th e  s a le  o f w ar bonds an d  s ta m p s . In  A u g u st, 1942, KWKH a lo n g  w ith
a b o u t n in e ty  p e r  c e n t  o f th e  o th e r  ra d io  s ta t io n s  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s
a c c e p te d  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f s e l l in g  w ar bonds a n d  s ta m p s  fo r th e
g o v e rn m e n t. A cting  a s  d ire c t  a g e n t for th e  T reasu ry  D e p artm en t, th e
program m ing , p ro d u c tio n , an d  p rom otion  d e p a rtm e n ts  o f th e  s ta t io n
31e n te re d  in to  th e  d riv e  of s e l l in g  w ar b o n d s . In  Ju n e , 1945, du ring  
th e  s e v e n th  w ar bond  d r iv e , th e  s ta t io n  c o n tin u e d  to  d e v o te  m uch tim e
Q 2
to  th e  s a l e  o f bonds an d  s ta m p s .  I t  m ay be  a s su m e d  th a t  b e c a u s e  o f 
KWKH's e ffo rt in  s e l l in g  b o n d s , th e  s ta t io n  h a d  a  p a r t  in  th e  s u c c e s s  of 
th e  bond  d r iv e s  in  C a d d o  P a r is h .  In  M ay , 1942 , th e  p re s id e n t  o f th e  
S h rev ep o rt A d v e rtis in g  C lu b  e x p re s s e d  h is  a p p re c ia tio n  to  th e  ra d io  
s ta t io n  in  a  l e t t e r .
^*On th e  L e v e l. VII (S ep tem b er, 1942), N o . 9 , p .  1 . 
32
On th e  L e v e l. X (June , 1945), N o . 6 , p .  1 .
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M ay 20, 1942
M r. John C . M cC orm ack 
G en era l M anager 
Radio S ta tio n s  KWKH-KTBS 
S h rev ep o rt, L o u is ia n a
D ear M r. M cC orm ack:
Ju s t a  n o te  to  e x p re s s  the  a p p re c ia tio n  o f ev e ry  m em ber 
o f th e  S h reveport A dvertis ing  C lub  for th e  sp le n d id  jo b  p e r­
form ed by KWKH an d  KTBS in  p u b lic iz in g  th e  re c e n t W ar 
Bond P led g e  C am paig n .
It w as in  no sm all m easu re  due to  th e  c o o p e ra tio n  of 
your s ta t io n s  th a t  th e  p u b lic ity  program  of th is  cam paign  
w as s u c c e s s f u l .
C o rd ia lly ,
P au l C lay  
P re s id e n t
KWKH p re s e n te d  re c ru itin g  m a te r ia ls  for a l l  b ran c h es  o f th e  arm ed 
s e r v ic e s .  M any re c ru itin g  o ff ic e rs  w rote le t te r s  of a p p re c ia tio n  to  the  
s ta t io n  for h e lp  g iv e n . E xam ples a re :
M ay 23, 1942
M anager
Radio S ta tio n  KWKH 
S h rev ep o rt, L o u is ian a
D ear Sir:
The sp le n d id  c o o p e ra tio n  on th e  p a r t  o f KWKH a id e d  g re a tly  
in  m aking my re c e n t rec ru itin g  v is i t  th e re  a  s u c c e s s .  I w ish  
to  th an k  you  for your k in d n e ss  an d  a s s u re  you o f my s in c e re  
a p p re c ia t io n .
Very tru ly  y o u rs ,
G u ss  Orr
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D ecem ber 17, 1942
G en tlem en :
P le a s e  a c c e p t  my th a n k s  for y o u r k in d n e s s  an d  c o u r te s y  
on my re c e n t  p ro cu rem en t tr ip  to  S h re v e p o rt. The a s s i s t a n c e  
g iv en  by your rad io  s ta t io n s  m a te r ia lly  c o n tr ib u te d  to  m aking  
th is  tr ip  v e ry  s u c c e s s f u l .
W ish in g  y ou  a  v e ry  M erry  C h ris tm a s  an d  H appy N ew  Y ear.
Very s in c e re ly  y o u rs ,
W . J. Thom as 
L ie u te n a n t, USNR
Radio S ta tio n s  KWKH an d  KTBS 
S h re v ep o rt, L o u is ia n a
>
K W K H 'carried s p o t an n o u n cem en ts  c o n c e rn in g  W ar T ra n sp o rta tio n  
C o n s e rv a tio n . W hen tra in s  an d  b u s e s  becam e u n u su a lly  c ro w d ed , 
KWKH m ade a p p e a ls  to  th e  p e o p le  to  tra v e l  on ly  in  c a s e s  of n e c e s s i ty ,  
a s  r e q u e s te d  by th e  o f f ic ia l s .  T h is  w a s  a n  im p o rtan t s e rv ic e  to  
l i s te n e r s  b e c a u s e  g a s o l in e  an d  t i r e s  w ere  r a t io n e d . T ravel by tra in  
an d  b u s  w a s  a  n e c e s s i ty  fo r m any . A l e t t e r  c o n c e rn in g  th is  s e rv ic e  
fo llo w s:
D ecem ber 28, 1942
M r. John C . M cC orm ack , G e n e ra l M a n ag e r,
Radio S ta t io n s , KWKH-KTBS 
S h re v ep o rt, L o u is ia n a
D e ar M r. M cC orm ack:
W e g re a tly  a p p re c ia te  your s p le n d id  c o -o p e ra t io n  in  u s in g  
Spot A nnouncem ents c o n c e rn in g  W ar T ra n sp o rta tio n  C o n s e rv a ­
t io n , a s  e x p la in e d  in  yo u r co m m u n ica tio n  of D ecem ber 16.
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H aving  b een  a n e w sp a p e r m an, I know th a t  m any dem ands 
a re  m ade upon th e  p re s s  an d  ra d io .
Both a g e n c ie s ,  how ever, have  u n s tin tin g ly  g iv en  of th e ir
tim e and  sp a c e  for th e  s u c c e s s fu l  p ro se c u tio n  of th is  w a r.
The A m erican n a tio n  and  i t s  G overnm ent, th e re fo re , ow es you 
an d  them  a g re a t deb t o f g r a t i tu d e ,  and  I for one re a d ily  g ive  
p ra is e  to  your o rg an iz a tio n  and  th e  o th e rs  who are  so  u n ­
s e lf is h ly  a s s i s t in g  u s  in  th is  em erg en cy .
W e e x te n d  th e  s e a s o n 's  g re e tin g s  and  w ish  fo r you and 
y our o rg a n iz a tio n  c o n tin u e d  s u c c e s s  in  1943.
Yours very  tru ly ,
H ow ard D . S tro th e r,
E x ecu tiv e  S e c re ta ry
KWKH h e lp e d  in  th e  w ar e ffo rt in  m any o th e r  w a y s . The s ta tio n
m ade ann o u n cem en ts  for th e  P o s ta l D epartm ent c o n ce rn in g  th e  v a rio u s
re g u la tio n s  for m ailin g  of p a c k a g e s  to  se rv ice m e n  o v e r s e a s . KWKH
c a rr ie d  m any o th e r  ann o u n cem en ts  reg a rd in g  p o s ta l  re g u la tio n s .
D ecem ber 16th , 1942
M r. J o h n C . M cC orm ack , G en era l M g r .,
Radio S ta tio n s  K. T . B. S .— K. W . K. H.
S h rev ep o rt, L o u is ian a
My D ear Sir:
I w an t to  tak e  th is  o ppo rtun ity  to  e x p re s s  our s in c e re  ap ­
p re c ia tio n  for your c o o p e ra tio n  show n our o ffice  during  the  
p a s t  y e a r .
W e r e a l iz e ,  of c o u rs e , th a t  re q u e s t  w as m ade o f you  
for a s s i s ta n c e  on ly  a t  tim es  w hen i t  w as m andato ry , now ever, 
e a c h  tim e th a t we d id  re q u e s t  th e  tim e and  c o n s id e ra tio n  of 
y o u , we w ere accom m odated .
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The D epartm ent in W ash ing ton  h as  aMked th a t we ten d er 
our a p p re c ia tio n  in  th e ir  in te re s t ,  a s  w ell a s  our o ffice  
lo c a lly , and we a s su re  you th a t your a s s is ta n c e  a ided  us 
in  giving our pa trons a  more h ig h -c la s s  se rv ic e  during the  
p a s t  y e a r . . . .
Yours very  tru ly ,
R. H . N e lso n ,
P o s tm a ste r .
In the  figh t a g a in s t in fa n tile  p a ra ly s is ,  KWKH c a rr ie d  th e  annual
c e le b ra tio n  of the  P re s id e n t 's  Birthday (P residen t Roosevelt), an  ev en t
w hich c lo s e d  th e  cam paign  for fu n d s . During w artim e the  cam paign
took on added  Im portance b e c a u se  o f th e  n e c e s s i ty  fo r h e lp ing  keep
America strong  a t  hom e. KWKH c a rr ie d  s ta tio n  b reaks and  sp o t ant- 
33n o u n cem en ts . A le t te r  co n cern in g  th is  fo llow s:
February 19, 1942
M r. J o h n C . M cC orm ack,
Radio S ta tion  KWKH,
P . O . Box 1387 
Shreveport, L a .
D ear M r. M cCorm ack:
The C om m ittee for the  C e leb ra tio n  o f th e  P re s id e n t 's  Birthday 
h a s  now  brought to  a  su c c e s s fu l  c lo s e  i ts  cam paign for funds 
w ith w hich to  figh t In fan tile  P a ra ly s is .  This y e a r , w ith the  
n a tio n  a t  w ar, the  C am paign took on th e  added  im portance  of 
he lp ing  to  keep  America strong  a t hom e.
In my c a p a c ity  a s  N ationa l C hairm an  of th e  C om m ittee , I 
w ant to  ex ten d  to  you the  h e a r tfe lt  th an k s and  a p p rec ia tio n  
o f m yse lf, of M r. G . W . Jo h n sto n e , C hairm an o f th e  Radio
qq
On the  L evel, VII (February, 1942), N o. 2, p .  1.
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D iv is io n , o f M r. Jam es H . Know, N a tio n a l D ire c to r  o f 
R ad io , a n d  of th e  e n ti r e  p e rs o n n e l  o f th e  R adio  D iv is io n  
fo r y o u r e f f ic ie n t  a n d  s p le n d id  c o o p e r a t io n . W ith o u t th e  
h e lp  o f  th e  r a d io 's  in d u s try  an d  th o s e  c o n n e c te d  w ith  i t ,  
t h i s  y e a r 's  tre m e n d o u s  f ig h t a g a in s t  a  com m on en em y  w ou ld  
n o t h a v e  b e e n  p o s s ib l e .
Thank* a g a in  fo r a  jo b  w e ll d o n e .
C o rd ia l ly ,
K eith  M o rg an  
N a tio n a l C h a irm an
O n Ja n u a ry  3 0 , 1945 , th e  N a tia n a l  F o u n d a tio n  fo r In fa n t i le
P a r a ly s is  e n l i s t e d  su c h  e n te r ta in e r s  a s  F rank  S in a tra ,  Bing C ro s b y ,
Judy G a r la n d , a n d  o th e rs  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  a  n e tw o rk  p ro g ram , "A m erica
S a lu te s  th e  P re s id e n t  on  H is  B irth d ay , " in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  a n n u a l
M arch  of D im es d r iv e . L is te n e r s  o f  KWKH h e a rd  th e  p rog ram  b e g in n in g
a t  10:15 p .  m .
KWKH le n t  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  to  m any  com m un ity  d r iv e s  a n d  o th e r  activ i*- 
t i e s  w h ich  w ou ld  b e n e f i t  th e  l i s t e n e r s  a n d  th e i r  c o m m u n itie s . O ne p ro ­
g ram , "W e, th e  P e o p le  a t  W a r ,"  w ith  h o s t  M ilo  B oulton  a n d  a n n o u n c e r
H arry  Von Z e l l , w as  o f s p e c ia l  i n te r e s t  to  A m ericans e v e ry w h e re  b e -
34c a u s e  i t  p r e s e n te d  p e rs o n s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  w ar g iv in g  th e i r  s t o r i e s .
T h is  w a s  a  n e tw o rk  p r e s e n ta t io n  c o n tin u o u s  th ro u g h  th e  w ar y e a r s .
D uring  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f th e  w a r, KWKH c o o p e ra te d  w ith  th e  
g o v e rn m en t a n d  m ade a n n o u n c e m e n ts  u rg in g  p e o p le  to  s a v e  w a s te  f a ts
34O n th e  L e v e l . DC (Ju ly , 1944), N o . 7 , p .  1 .
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to  s e l l  to  the  m arket men to  be u s e d  in  m aking am m unition; KWKH 
u rg ed  p eo p le  to  f la t te n  th e ir  tin  c a n s  and  re tu rn  them  to  be u se d  in  
th e  w ar e ffo r t . O ld  p a p e r w as an o th e r item  th e  governm ent u sed ;
KWKH g av e  p u b lic ity  to  th e s e  n e e d s .
In D ecem ber, 1942, KWKH b ro a d c a s t a C h ris tm a s  D ay program  
fo r th e  m em bers o f th e  arm ed fo rce s  who w ere a b le  to  h e a r  KWKH in  
th e  P a c if ic  a r e a .  For p e rm iss io n  reg a rd in g  th is  program  John C .
M cC orm ack w rote  to  th e  B roadcasting  D iv is io n  o f th e  O ffice  of 
C e n so rsh ip .
W e h av e  h ad  m any com m un ica tions d ire c tly  and  in d ire c tly  
from th e  m em bers of the  arm ed fo rc e s  on du ty  in  th e  P a c if ic .
They seem  to  h e a r  our s ta t io n  v e ry  w ell in  ou r e a r ly  m orning 
hours o f o p e ra tio n . W e h av e  had  w ritten  re q u e s ts  for d e d i­
c a tio n s  to  th e ir  r e la t iv e s ,  and  som e ju s t  e x p re s s e d  th e ir  
g re a t p le a su re  o v e r h e a rin g  an  A m erican b ro a d c a s t s t a t io n .
It so  h ap p en s  th a t  from 5:00 A .M . to  8:15 A .M . CWT we 
o p e ra te  w ith  a  d ire c tio n a l a n te n n a  in  th e  d ire c tio n  of the  
Solom on I s l a n d s , e t c . S ince  i t  is  dark  a l l  th e  w ay from 
h e re  to  th e re  during  th o se  h o u rs , th e s e  boys a re  a b le  to  
g e t u s . At l e a s t  one h a s  to ld  u s  th a t  ours is  th e  only  
A m erican s ta t io n  he is  ab le  to  re c e iv e  o u t th e r e .
It is  o u r b e lie f  th a t  by co n d u c tin g  th is  C h ris tm as D ay 
program  we w ill a ffo rd  a  g re a t d e a l o f p le a su re  to  som e of 
th e s e  boys and th e ir  p a r e n t s . ^
M cC orm ack a s s u re d  th e  o ffice  of c e n so rs h ip  th a t KWKH w ould 
com ply  w ith  a ll  th e  re g u la tio n s  o f c e n so rs h ip  by no t re v e a lin g  th e  lo c a ­
tio n  of any  In d iv id u a l or u n it ,  nor w ould any  m ilita ry  in fo rm ation  be 
g iv en  o th e r  th an  th e  f a c t  th a t a  c e r ta in  in d iv id u a l now se rv e d  on fo re ign  d u ty .
35J o h n  c .  M cC orm ack , l e t te r  to B roadcasting  D iv is io n  of th e  o ff ic e  
on C e n so rsh ip , D ecem ber 8, 1942, on f i le  a t  KWKH.
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SAMPLE ANNOUNCEMENT TO BE USED ON CHRISTMAS DAY 
PROGRAM FOR MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES ON FOREIGN DUTY:
And n o w , fo r  M r. an d  M rs . John D oe , w e s e n d  C h r is tm a s  
D ay g re e t in g s  from  th e i r  s o n , Jam es D o e , on a c t iv e  d u ty  
w ith  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  M a rin e s  in  fo re ig n  s e r v ic e .
SAMPLE ANNOUNCEMENT TO BE USED CALLING ATTENTION 
TO CHRISTMAS DAY PROGRAM FOR MEMBERS OF ARMED 
FORCES ON FOREIGN DUTY:
W e a re  g la d  to  a n n o u n c e  to  a l l  m em bers o f th e  a rm ed  fo rc e s  
on a c t iv e  d u ty  o u ts id e  th e  c o n tin e n ta l  l im its  o f th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s ,  th a t  on C h r is tm a s  m orn ing  from  6 :30  to  7 :00  A .M . 
C e n tra l  W ar T im e, th is  s ta t io n  w ill  b ro a d c a s t  s p e c ia l  
C h r is tm a s  D ay g re e t in g s  to  th e  p a re n ts  o f  a n y  m em ber o f  th e  
a rm ed  s e r v ic e s  of th is  c o u n try  on  fo re ig n  d u ty .
M a il a  c a rd  or l e t t e r  to d a y  to  KWKH, S h re v e p o r t, L o u is ia n a .  
G iv e  u s  th e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d re s s  o f  y o u r p a r e n t s , a n d  w e w ill  
In c lu d e  y o u r g re e tin g  on th a t  d a y .
R em em ber -  th is  w ill be  from  6 :30  to  7 :00  A .M . C e n tra l  W ar 
Tim e C h r is tm a s  D a y . In  o rd e r  th a t  y o u  c a n  c h e c k  y o u r  tim e  
in  r e la t io n  to  C e n tra l  W ar T im e , w e no w  g iv e  y o u  th e  c o r r e c t  
C e n tra l  W ar T im e. I t  i s  7 :45  A .M .
O n June 25, 1940 , C o n g re s s  e n a c te d  a  la w  a u th o r iz in g  th e  com ­
m u n ic a tio n s  u t i l i t i e s  to  c o n tr ib u te  f re e  s e r v ic e  to  th e  n a t io n a l  d e fe n s e
3 6in  o rd e r  to  fu r th e r  im p lem en t th e  in d u s t r y 's  c o n tr ib u t io n .  D uring  th e  
w a r , KWKH c o n tr ib u te d  a  la rg e  se g m e n t o f tim e to  s p o t  a n n o u n c e m e n ts  
an d  p ro g ram s su p p o rtin g  n a tio n a l  d e f e n s e . The s ta t io n  m ade m any in ­
fo rm a tio n a l a n n o u n c e m e n ts , w h ic h  in c lu d e d  a p p e a ls  fo r t in  c a n s  fo r
3 6P u b lic  L aw  6 4 9 , June 24, 1940 , 76 th  C o n g r e s s .
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s a lv a g e , for u se d  fa ts  and  g re a se  to  be u se d  in e x p lo s iv e s , an d  for 
a lum inum , In c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  C ham ber o f C om m erce , KWKH urged  
l is te n e r s  to  p la n t v ic to ry  g a rd e n s . KWKH p re s e n te d  re c ru itin g  m ater­
ia ls  fo r a ll  b ran ch es  of th e  s e rv ic e .  T h ese  and  many o th e r  a n n o u n ce ­
m ents w ere  g iv en  in  o rder to  a id  in  th is  tim e of n a tio n a l s t r e s s . A l i s t  
o f s u b je c ts  of governm ent announcem en ts and  program s fo llo w s .
S ep tem ber, 1943
OWI T reasu ry  D epartm ent
Army A viation
C a re le s s  Talk
C iv il Air P atro l
M aritim e
G as C oupons
Incom e Tax
Arm y-N avy C h ris tm a s  M ail
B etter M ea ls
W oman Pow er
Back to  School
Bond Drive
C a d e t N urse
WAC R ecru iting
A ugust, 1943
G o d 's  C ountry
A m erican Red C ro s s  Program
Youth on P a rad e
U n ited  S ta te s  N avy Band
S p irit o f '43
I S u s ta in  th e  W ings
C a llin g  Pan  Am erica
I t 's  M aritim e
C h ip s  D a v is , Com m ando
The M an Behind th e  Gun
G reen  V alley , USA
E ver?  H ouse  a  Home
T reasu ry  S ta r P arad e
A lexandria  Army Air Force In te rv iew s 1
159
In te rv iew  w ith  L t. C h e s te r  N enny
T reasu ry  Song P arade
In te rv iew , U . S . M arine  C orps
M arv in  Jo n e s , N a tio n a l Food A dm in istra to r
T alk by J . E . B rum field, D is tr ic t  OPA D irec to r
G overnm ent S p o ts , A ugust
T reasu ry




C a re le s s  Talk
S ec re t S erv ice
Spars
Tin C an  S a lv ag e  
C ro p s C orp 
C onsum er P ledge  
C iv il Air P a tro l 
F a ts  and  G re a se s  
V ictory G ardens 
P o s t O ffice  Zone
Ju ly , 1943
Elm er D a v is , D irec to r of OWI
A m erican Red C ro ss  Program
Youth on P a rad e
U. S . N avy Band
S p irit of '43
F . O . B. D etro it
Report from London
C a llin g  Pan Am erica
M an Behind th e  Gun
C h ip  D a v is , Com m ando
G reen  V alley , U . S . A.
I t 's  M aritim e
G o d 's  C oun try
U ncle  Sam
T reasu ry  S ta r P arade
F o re st C o n se rv a tio n  Program
M rs. Emma Jo n e s , founder. N avy M o th e r 's  C lu b
D ecem ber, 1943
U . S . G overnm ent P re se n ts  -  th e  V ictory Front
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School of th e  Air in Am erica 
An Am erican in  England 
1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  Q u e stio n s  
Youth on P arade  
S p irit of '43 
S o ld ie rs  w ith  W ings 
Com m ando 
Report to  th e  N ation  
S ec re ta ry  of In te rio r , H aro ld  Ic k e s  
The M an Behind the  Gun 
I ta l ia n s  for Freedom  
Talk by Edwin Arthur H all 
Talk by S ir W illiam  B everidge 
H enry K a ise r, They C o v e r th e  B attle  Front 
T alk  by E astm an , D irec to r o f ODT 
A m erican Red C ro ss  Program  
C h ris tm a s  Program , Edw ard R. M urrow and  
Army O ffice rs  
Com m and Perform ance 
Talk by C lau d e  W ickard  and  Elm er D avis 
Labor D inner of R u ss ian  W ar R elief 
T reasu ry  Song P arade  
T reasu ry  S tar P arade  
U . S . G oodm an, OPA 
Food Is  a  W eapon 
Bom bardm ent, Squadron 
On to  Victory
You C a n 't  Do B u sin ess  W ith  H itle r  
Remember P earl H arbor 
Every H ouse a  Home 
Army and S tu d e n ts . ^
From D ecem ber 1 th rough  21, 1941, the  S hreveport C ham ber of 
Com m erce p re s e n te d  a p rogram . Food for D e fe n s e , M onday th rough  
F rid ay . This w as an  in fo rm ationa l s e r ie s  c o n ce rn in g  grow ing food d e ­
s ig n e d  e s p e c ia l ly  fo r th e  L o u is ia n a , E a s t T e x a s , an d  Southern  A rkansas
3 8a r e a s .  KWKH d o n a ted  tim e fo r th is  s e r i e s .  W hen Rubinoff and  H is
3^KWKH, L is t of G overnm ent A nnouncem ents, (P a rtia l) , Ju ly , 
A ugust, S ep tem ber, D ecem ber, 1943 . L o ca ted  in f i le s  a t  Radio S ta tio n  
KWKH.
38On the  L ev e l, VI (D ecem ber, 1941), N o . 12, p . 1.
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Violin ap p ea re d  in  Shreveport for a c o n c e r t , the  s ta t io n  in v ite d  him  to
a p p ea r on an  in te rv ie w  program . Rubinoff a c c e p te d , bu t tu rned  the
39in te rv ie w  in to  an  ap p ea l to  l is te n e r s  to  p u rc h a se  w ar b o n d s .
Before th e  w ar b eg an  KWKH p re s e n te d  arm y program s w hen the
w ar m aneuvers u t i l iz e d  L o u is ian a  a s  th e ir  s im u la ted  b a tt le  a r e a .  By
1941 th e  s ta tio n  w as reg u la rly  p re se n tin g  KWKH G oes to  C am p, a  s e r ie s
d e s ig n e d  to  g ive a  c ro s s  s e c tio n  of Army life  o f th e  204th C o a s t
A rtillery  a t  Cam p H u len , T e x a s . Cam p p e rso n n e l w ere in te rv ie w e d  a t
cam p . Follow ing th is  from KWKH s tu d io s  p a re n ts , w iv e s , and  re la tiv e s
40
of th e  so ld ie rs  s e n t  g re e tin g s  to  th e  cam p . W hen th e  Cam p H ulen 
s e r ie s  w as co m p le ted  a  Cam p C la ib o rn e , L o u is ia n a , s e r ie s  w as in ­
a u g u ra te d . In  th e  s e r ie s ,  D ean S chm itter and  B. G . R obertson , KWKH 
p e rso n n e l m em bers, d e sc r ib e d  v a rio u s  h ap p en in g s  a t th e  cam p . They
p la c e d  m icrophones in  p o s it io n  to  p ic k  up a c tu a l sounds of guns firing
41during  p ra c tic e  and  m any o th er so u n d s of so ld ie rs  in  a c t io n .
B eginning in  M arch , 1943, B arksdale  F ie ld 's  Bombardment 
Squadron p re s e n te d  d ram atic  t r u e - to - l i f e  s to r ie s  o f th e  com bat c rew s 
s ta tio n e d  a t  th a t  a ir  b a s e .  M ajor Tom W . D u tton , In te llig e n c e  O fficer;
^ On th e  L ev e l, VII (April, 1942), N o. 4 , p .  3 .
40O n th e  L ev e l. VI (June, 1941), N o. 6 , p .  1.
4*On th e  L e v e l, VII (July, 1942), N o . 7 , p .  1.
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S ergean t R ichard Raleigh; and  C orporal W endell H olm es w rote the  
s e r ie s  and  d ire c te d  th e  d ra m a tiz a tio n s . 4 ^ At th e  netw ork  le v e l ,  KWKH 
c a rr ie d  The M an Behind th e  G u n . An Am erican in  E n g lan d . You C a n 't  Do 
B u sin ess  W ith  H itle r , Bombardment S quad ron . and  o th e r  p ro g ram s.
On June 9 , 1942, C olum bia B roadcasting  System  in tro d u c ed  C h eers  
From th e  C a m p s , a  s e r ie s  fea tu rin g  men in  se rv ic e  a t  v a rio u s  arm y 
c a m p s . KWKH a ire d  th is  s e r ie s  on T uesday  n ig h ts ,  8:30 -  9 :30  
o 'c lo c k .  4^
Although KWKH d id  no t h av e  a  re g u la r  farm  d epartm en t a t  th is
t im e , th e  s ta tio n  c o o p e ra te d  w ith  th e  a g ric u ltu ra l d iv is io n  of th e  C ham ber
o f  C om m erce and  la te r  h ired  a  farm  rep o rte r  to  d ire c t th e  a g ric u ltu ra l
a c t iv i t ie s  o f th e  s ta t io n .  P u b lic  s e rv ic e  farm program m ing in  1941
in c lu d e d  a  s e r ie s  of e ig h t p ro g ram s, The AAA Forum , in  round  ta b le
d is c u s s io n s  under th e  d ire c tio n  o f G eorge S ex ton , re p re se n tin g  th e
C ham ber of C om m erce . Sexton  h ad  s tu d ie d  farm  c o n d itio n s  in  fo u rteen
p a r is h e s  su rround ing  S h re v e p o r t .44 In  a d d itio n  th ree  s p e c ia l  program s
45c o n ce rn in g  in s e c t  c o n tro l and  th ree  program s inform ing farm ers abou t 
k inds an d  m ethods of c rop  in su ra n c e  w ere p re s e n te d  in  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith
4^On th e  L e v e l, VIII (M arch , 1943), N o . 3 , p .  1.
4^On th e  L e v e l, VII (June, 1942), N o . 6 , p . 1.
44Ib ld .
4^On the  L e v e l, VII (M arch , 1942), N o. 3 , p .  1.
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46
th e  C ham ber of C om m erce .
In  O c to b e r, 1942, Bob Andrews w as l is te d  a s  farm  re p o rte r  for the
s ta tio n  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  a  c o n te s t  w hich  he  c o n d u c ted  am ong young
l i s te n e r s .  E ach c o n te s ta n t  w rote an  e s s a y  on a  s u b je c t  of h is  c h o ic e .
W inners w ere  aw arded  tr ip s  to  th e  L o u is ian a  S ta te  F air in  S hreveport
and  e n te r ta in e d  by th e  Farm R eporter. ^  In  D ecem ber, 1943, Andrews
w as re p la c e d  by H ow ard L an g fitt. L an g fltt h ad  p rev io u s  e x p e rie n c e  in
farm  rep o rtin g  w ith  Radio S ta tio n  W SUI, th e  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  o f Iow a
s ta tio n  and  S ta tio n  WHO in  D es M o in e s . After Jo in ing  th e  s ta f f ,
L ang fitt b u ilt th re e  program s for ru ra l l i s te n e r s .  T hese  w ere  The KWKH
Farm Program , th ir ty  m inu tes of farm  n e w s , a ire d  M onday through
S a tu rday  a t 6:00 a .  m .; Your Farm R ep o rte r, a  M onday th rough  Friday
8:45 a .  m . program ; an d  Your V ictory G a rd en , a  S atu rday  a fte rn o o n  
48p re s e n ta tio n .
The netw ork  p re s e n te d  M an on th e  Farm , fea tu rin g  C huck A cree 
an d  h is  "C ro ss  Q u e s tio n s  an d  C rooked  A nsw ers , n R iggie C ro ss  and  H is 
H arm onica Band, and  a  ta lk  by D r. O . B. Kent, d ire c to r  o f F u l-O -P ep
49r e s e a r c h .  In  O c to b er, 1942, th is  program  began  i ts  fifth  y e a r  on KWKH.
46p n  th e  L ev e l, VII (O ctober, 1942), N o. 10, p . 1.
47On th e  L ev e l, VII (N ovem ber, 1942), N o . 11, p .  3 .
48On th e  L e v e l . VIII (D ecem ber, 1943), N o . 12, p .  1.
49On th e  L e v e l . VII (O ctober, 1942), N o. 10, p .  1 .
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W hen th e  U n ited  S ta te s  e n te re d  W orld  W ar I I ,  rad io  s ta t io n s  a ll  
o v e r th e  c o u n try  a d o p te d  v o lu n ta ry  r e s t r ic t io n s  w h ich  w ere  deem ed  
n e c e s s a ry  for th e  s e c u r i ty  o f th e  s ta t io n s  an d  fo r th e  c o u n try . Al­
though  th o s e  c o d e s  c u r ta i le d  b ro a d c a s tin g  p ra c t ic e s  in  a re a s  s u c h  a s  
w e a th e r  fo re c a s tin g , th e y  d id  no t p re v e n t rad io  from  d e v e lo p in g  in to  a  
m ass  m edia to  w hich  l i s te n e r s  tu rn ed  fo r n e w s . To su p p ly  th e  n ew s 
l i s te n e r s  w is h e d , KWKH sc h e d u le d  one  h und red  an d  f if te e n  n e w s c a s ts  
e a c h  w e e k . In  a d d itio n  th e  s ta t io n  in te rru p te d  an y  program  to  p re s e n t  
a  new  d ev elo p m en t w hich  dem anded  im m ed ia te  b ro a d c a s t .  In  th is  
m anner l i s te n e r s  r e c e iv e d  th e  l a t e s t  Im portan t new s b u lle t in s  a s  th e y  
re a c h e d  th e  s ta t io n .
KWKH m ade o th e r  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  w ar e f fo r t . The s ta t io n  
b ro a d c a s t  bond d r iv e s ,  s o ld  bonds d ire c t  to  l i s t e n e r s ,  an d  a ire d  e n l i s t ­
m ent c am p a ig n s  fo r a l l  b ra n c h e s  o f arm ed s e r v ic e .  V arious c o n se rv a tio n  
d r iv e s  w ere  fe a tu re d , su c h  a s  s a lv a g in g  tin  c a n s ,  c o n s e rv a tio n  o f 
f o r e s ts ,  an d  o th e r s .  C o o p e ra tin g  w ith  th e  C ham ber of C om m erce , th e  
s ta t io n  p re s e n te d  p rogram s d e s ig n e d  to  a n sw e r  th e  w artim e n e e d s  o f a  
la rg e  farm ing p o p u la tio n  su rro u n d in g  S h re v e p o rt. T h ese  a g r ic u ltu ra l  
p rogram s c o n c e rn e d  c rop  and  in su ra n c e  in fo rm a tio n . For th e  u rban  
p o p u la tio n , th e  s ta t io n  p re s e n te d  V ictory G arden  in fo rm a tio n .
N earby  arm y cam ps w ere  fe a tu re d  in  in te rv ie w  and  d e s c r ip t iv e
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p ro g ram s. S ta tio n  p e rso n n e l u se d  a sh o rt w ave tra n sm itte r  o r re ­
co rd ing  equ ipm ent to  se c u re  m a te ria ls  and  in form ation  fo r s e r ie s  of 
b ro a d c a s ts .  In a d d itio n  to  u til iz in g  arm y p e rso n n e l for p rog ram s, the  
s ta t io n  p re s e n te d  program s e s p e c ia l ly  for se rv ic e m e n .
D uring th is  p e riod  th e  s ta t io n  i t s e l f  underw ent in v e s tig a tio n  by 
th e  F ed e ra l C om m unication  C om m ission  b e c a u s e  of th e  jo in t  ow nersh ip  
of th e  S hreveport Times and  KWKH. In th e  f in a l outcom e th e  C om m is­
s io n  took  no a c t io n . H ow ever, th e  s ta tio n  fa c e d  an  ev en  more se r io u s  
problem  w hen th e  C om m ission  o rdered  KWKH and  KTBS to  s e p a ra te .
Before th e  c lo s e  of th e  w ar, th e  two s ta t io n s  d iv id e d  s ta f f  an d  p e rso n n e l 
m em bers, but re ta in e d  s tu d io  f a c i l i t ie s  on form er b a s i s .  At th is  tim e 
i t  w as Im p o ssib le  for th e  two s ta tio n s  to  d iv id e  f a c i l i t ie s  b e c a u se  
bu ild ing  m a te ria ls  w ere u n a v a ila b le  for th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f new  f a c i l i t i e s .
By 1944 b ro a d c a s tin g  re s t r ic t io n s  w ere som ew hat e a s e d .  KWKH 
w as a b le  to  re la x  s e c u r ity  m easu res ; a t  th e  c lo s e  of th e  w ar th e  s ta tio n  
w as ready  to  ad v an ce  tow ard  a  p e rio d  o f rea d ju s tm e n t to  p e a c e  tim e 
o p e ra tio n .
CHAPTER VI
THE POST-WAR YEARS, 1945-1950
The p e rio d  Im m edia te ly  fo llo w in g  th e  w ar and  p rec ed in g  th e  
te le v is io n  e ra  in  S h revepo rt w as im portan t for th e  re -a d ju s tm e n ts  in  
th e  e n tire  o p e ra tio n  o f Radio S ta tio n  KWKH. P lan s  w ere  m ade for e n ­
la rg in g  th e  f a c i l i t ie s  a s  w ell a s  for in c re a s in g  e ff ic ie n c y  o f o p e ra tio n . 
The p u rp o se  of th is  c h a p te r  is  to  d is c u s s  how  KWKH (1) r e - e s ta b l i s h e d  
an d  im proved program m ing, (2) e x p an d e d  i ts  s ta f f  o rg a n iz a tio n , and  
(2) b eg an  p la n s  fo r ad d in g  te le c a s t in g  f a c i l i t i e s .
EXPANDING PROGRAM SERVICES
From th e  d a te  w hen th e  S h revepo rt T im es p u rc h a se d  KWKH, th e  
s ta t io n  h ad  p rid ed  i t s e l f  on i t s  program m ing, i ts  l i s te n e r  re c e p tio n , 
and  i t s  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  p e rfo rm a n c e s . * W hen th e  w ar w as p a s t ,  th e  
s ta t io n  w as free  to  r e - e s t a b l i s h  and  im prove i ts  form er p rogram m ing.
1
KWKH h a d  c a r r ie d  num erous ne tw ork  n e w s c a s ts  during  th e  w ar. 
For i t s  new s rep o rtin g , C o lum bia  B ro ad castin g  S ystem  w as v o ted  b e s t  
in  i ts  f ie ld  by 600 rad io  e d i to r s ,  c o lu m n is ts  and  c r i t ic s  o f th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  an d  C a n a d a  in  M otion  P ic tu re  D a i ly 's  T enth  Annual Fame P o ll, 
D ecem ber, 1945 . The netw ork  new s w as e s p e c ia l ly  c i te d  for i ts  
c o v e ra g e  of V-E D ay , V-J D ay , the  J a p a n e se  su rre n d e r an d  P re s id e n t 
R o o se v e lt 's  d e a th , a ll  of w hich  KWKH h ad  b ro a d c a s t to  i ts  l i s t e n e r s .  
See  On th e  L e v e l, X (D ecem ber, 1945), N o. 12, p .  1.
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In  1945 a  su rv ey  show ed  th a t during th e  w ar y e a rs  the  s ta t io n  h ad  in ­
c re a s e d  i t s  day tim e l is te n in g  p o p u la tio n  26 p e r c e n t  and  i ts  n igh ttim e 
l is te n in g  p o p u la tio n  25 p e r c e n t . The daytim e prim ary  a re a  for th e  
s ta t io n  c o v e re d  27 p a r is h e s  in  L o u is ia n a , 10 c o u n tie s  in  e a s t  T exas 
and  10 c o u n tie s  in  so u th w e s t A rkansas w h ile  th e  n ig h ttim e  prim ary  
a re a  c o v e re d  26 p a r is h e s  in  L o u is ia n a , 7 A rkansas c o u n tie s  an d  9 
c o u n tie s  in  e a s t  T e x a s . 2
H orace  L ogan , Program  D irec to r, 1 9 47 -1957 , s a id  o f program m ing 
fo r KWKH:
W hat h i ts  in  one com m unity may flop  in  a n o th e r . A p ro ­
gram  d ire c to r  m ust know  l i s te n e r  h a b i ts ,  w hen p eo p le  go to  
w ork , w hen th e y  c h an g e  s h i f t s ,  w hen th e y  l i s te n  to  th e ir  
r a d io s .  He m ust know  ab o u t th e ir  e co n o m ica l c o n d itio n s  and  
w hen c e r ta in  c l a s s e s  o f p e o p le  a re  l i s te n in g .  C h ild re n  and  
p a re n ts  buy; te e n a g e rs  do n o t. They buy rec o rd s  -  90 p e r 
c e n t  of a ll  b o u g h t. O th e rw ise , p a re n ts  buy or c h ild ren  in ­
flu e n c e  p a re n ts  to  buy c e r ta in  p ro d u c ts . 2
A ccording to  L ogan , th e  s ta t io n  b ro a d c a s t  program s th a t  th e  l i s t e n ­
e rs  in d ic a te d  th e y  l ik e d .  C om m unication  of th is  p re fe re n c e  fo r program s 
to  th e  s ta tio n  c o u ld  be done by fa n  m all o r by in c re a s e d  s a le s  of th e  
p ro d u ct w hich  KWKH a d v e r t i s e d .4 A lso , a cc o rd in g  to  H enry  C la y , 
p re s e n t  G en era l M an ag er of KWKH, p rio r to  1950 m ay of th e  ra t in g s  o f 
s ta t io n s  w ere  re l ia b le  in d ic e s  of w hat l i s te n e r s  e n jo y e d .^
2On th e  L ev e l, X (M ay, 1945). The In fo rm ation  w as in c lu d e d  in  
th e  C olum bia  B ro ad castin g  S ystem  L is te n in g  Area Survey of 1944 . This 
c o v e re d  a  p e rio d  o f two y e a r s .
2H orace  L ogan, P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , Ju ly , 1957.
4Ib ld .
5H enry  C la y , P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , M arch , 1959.
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The C olum bia  B roadcasting  System  D irec to r o f N e w s, Pau l W h ite , 
s a id  th a t  th e  end of the  w ar h ad  not le s s e n e d  l i s te n e r  in te r e s t  in new s 
b ro a d c a s ts .  For p roof of th is  s ta te m e n t, he  c i te d  a  C o lum bia  netw ork
s u r v e y  w h ic h  p r o v e d  t h a t  "an u n e x p e c t e d ly  h ig h  m a jo r i ty  o f  A m e r ic a n s
£
w an ted  no few er new s p ro g ram s. " KWKH c o n tin u e d  to  p re s e n t  num er­
ous n e w s c a s t s . N etw ork com m enta to rs h e a rd  o v e r th e  s ta tio n  in c lu d ed  
N ed C a lm er, Bill H enry , Lowfell T hom as, Edward R. M urrow , and  
W illiam  L. S h ire r .^
In  a d d itio n  to  i ts  new s and  o th e r  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  p rogram s th e  
C o lum bia  B roadcasting  C om pany fed  i t s  a f f i l ia te s  a  s tro n g  sc h e d u le  
of e n te r ta in m e n t during  th e  p o s t w ar p e rio d . E vening program s in -  
c lu d e d  The H allm ark  P la y h o u se , Lux Radio T h e a tre . Amos 'N Andy, 
E dgar Bergen and  C h a rlie  M c C a rth y . The Red S k e le to n  Show , and 
My F riend  Irm a. Among th e  m ystery  sh o w s w hich  the  s ta t io n  b ro a d c a s t 
w ere M r. and  M rs . N orth , M r. C h a m e le o n . The FBI In  P e a ce  an d  W a r, 
M r. K een, T racer o f L ost P e r s o n s , S u s p e n s e . an d  Crim e P h o to g ra p h e r. 
Q uiz  show s in c lu d e d  th e  Bob Hawk Show , a  n ig h ttim e  p e rfo rm an ce , 
and  G rand  S lam , a  m orning sh o w . Among th e  m u sica l show s w ere 
C lu b  F if te e n , w ith  Jack  Sm ith , D inah  S h o re , and  M arg are t W hiting; 
th e  Vaughn M onroe , C am el C arav an ; and  th e  Bing C ro sb y  sh o w .
^On th e  L ev e l, XI (February , 1946), N o. 2 , p .  3 . Summary of 
sp e e c h  by P au l W hite  befo re  th e  In s t i tu te  fo r E duca tion  by Radio a t  O hio 
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , C o lum bus, O h io .
^Qn th e  L e v e l, X (M arch , 1945), N o . 3 . p .  3 . In fo rm ation  c o n ­
ta in e d  in  m on th 's  s c h e d u le  o f p ro g ram s.
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D aytim e sh o w s In c lu d e d  A rthur G o d frey  an d  Art L ln k le t te r 's  H o u se  
P a r ty .  D ay tim e  s e r i a l s ,  M a P e r k in s . H il lto p  H o u s e . T h is  i s  N ora  D ra k e , 
Youno D o c to r M a lo n e , a n d  n u m ero u s o th e rs  c o n tin u e  in to  th e  p r e s e n t .
S un d ay  n e tw o rk  s c h e d u le s  in c lu d e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f r e l ig io u s  p ro ­
g ra m s , p a r t ic u la r ly  d u rin g  th e  m o rn in g . For e x a m p le , d u rin g  N ovem ber, 
1948 , KWKH a ir e d  The B a p tis t  H our a t  7 :3 0 , The V oice o f P ro p h e c y  a t  
9 :0 0 , th e  C h u rc h  o f th e  Air a t  9 :3 0 , a n d  S a lt  L ake  C ity  T a b e rn a c le  a t  
1 0 :3 0 .8
L oca l p rogram m ing  a g a in  g a in e d  e m p h a s is  a s  th e  c o u n try  a n d  th e
S h re v e p o rt a re a  r e a d ju s te d .  W ith  th e  e n d  o f th e  w a r , th e  KWKH n ew s
b u re a u  w as re o rg a n iz e d  to  fu rn ish  l i s t e n e r s  u p - to - th e -m in u te  a s  w e ll
a s  o n - th e - s p o t  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  an d  re g io n a l n e w s .  In  1950 KWKH
s c h e d u le d  th ir te e n  n e w s c a s ts  a n d  tw o s p o r ts  c a s t s  fo r e a c h  d a y ,
M o n d ay s th ro u g h  F r id a y s . N e w s c a s ts  w ere  b r o a d c a s t  a t  5 :0 0 , 5 :3 0 ,
6 :0 0 , 6 :1 5 , 7 :0 0 , 7 :4 5 , 8 :0 0 , 8 :30  a .  m .; 12 N oon; 6 :1 5 , 6 :4 5 , 8 :0 0 ,
8 :1 5 , 9 :3 0 , 10:00  a n d  12 :00  p .  m . S p o r t s c a s t s  w e re  s c h e d u le d  a t  6 :00
a n d  7 :00  p .  m . O f th e  n e w s c a s t s ,  a l l  w ere  b ro a d c a s t  by m em bers o f
th e  n ew s b u re a u  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  th e  L ow ell T hom as a n d  th e
E dw ard  R. M urrow  n e w s  w h ic h  w ere  b o th  n e tw o rk . The s p o r ts  e d ito r
g
o f  th e  S h re v ep o rt T im es re v ie w e d  s p o r ts  n ew s fo r th e  s t a t i o n .  Ac­
c o rd in g  to  C la y  th e  N ew s B u reau , f re e  from  c e n s o r s h ip  o f  th e  w a r , w a s
8The S h re v ep o rt T im e s , N ovem ber 6 -  12 , 1948 .
8KWKH, 25th A n n iv e rsa ry  S o u v e n ir , 1 9 50 , p .  6 .
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p la c e d  on I ts  ow n re s o u rc e s  to  d is p e n s e  re g u la r  new s an d  to  ren d e r 
a s  f in e  a  jo b  o f p u b lic  s e rv ic e  a s  p o s s ib le .  P u b lic  s e rv ic e  in c lu d e d  
in fo rm ing  th e  p u b lic  a b o u t com m unity  an d  s ta te  a f f a i r s .
In  a d d itio n  to  th e  re g u la r  n e w s d e p a rtm e n t th e  s ta t io n  m a in ta in e d  
a  farm  program  fo r th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  m any ru ra l l i s t e n e r s . R eports 
w ere  m ade on  s ta te  an d  n a tio n a l  d e v e lo p m e n ts  w h ich  a f fe c te d  a g r i ­
c u ltu re  in  th e  l is te n in g  a re a ; p e rso n n e l a t te n d e d  a s  m any m ee tin g s  
a s  p o s s ib le  w hich  in v o lv ed  fa rm e rs . The l a t e s t  farm  a n d  hom em aking  
d e v e lo p m e n ts  a n d  p r a c t ic e s  w ere  p u b l ic iz e d .  H o w ev er, a  fu ll tim e 
farm  d ire c to r  w as n o t em p lo y ed  by th e  s ta t io n  u n til  1952 w hen Jack  
Timmons a s su m e d  th e  p o s i t io n .
In  1945 N ea l D ry, C o u n ty  A gent fo r C addo  P a r is h , w as d o n a te d  a 
f if te e n  m inu te  p e rio d  a t  6 :30  o 'c lo c k  e a c h  m orning to  p re s e n t  a g r ic u l­
tu ra l  in fo rm a tio n . A ccord ing  to  D ry, he  ta lk e d  a b o u t lo c a l  e v e n ts  of 
c o n ce rn  to  fa rm e rs , re p o r te d  on m e e tin g s , an d  d e s c r ib e d  p o l i t ic a l  n ew s 
a s  i t  a f fe c te d  fa rm e rs . H e a lw a y s  e x p la in e d  im p o rtan t farm  b i l l s  w h ich  
w ere  p e n d in g  in  C o n g re s s  or th e  S ta te  L e g is la tu re .  In  a d d itio n  he  a d ­
v is e d  fa rm ers  c o n c e rn in g  re c o g n iz e d  p r a c t ic e s  in  a g r ic u ltu ra l  o p e ra tio n s  
an d  o ffe re d  a d v ic e  on  how  an d  w hen  to  sp ra y  f ru it  t r e e s ,  c o tto n , and  
r o s e s .  For th e  c o tto n  p la n te r s ,  Dry ta lk e d  a b o u t b o ll w e e v ils  a n d  th e ir  
c o n tr o l . O c c a s io n a l ly  th e  C o u n ty  A gent o ffe re d  a b u l le t in  o r o th e r  
p r in te d  m a te r ia ls  to  h is  l i s t e n e r s .  At su c h  t im e s ,  he  s a id  th a t  h is  m ail
172
r e s p o n s e  c a m e  from  a  w id e  s p r e a d  a r e a ,  in c lu d in g  w e s t  T e x a s  a n d  a 
s m a ll  to w n  in  C a l i f o r n ia .
B eg in n in g  in  1 9 4 6 , C o lu m b ia  B ro a d c a s tin g  S y s te m  p r e s e n te d  a  
fa rm  n e w s  p ro g ram  o n  S a tu rd a y  a f te rn o o n s  from  2 :30  th ro u g h  2:45 
o 'c l o c k .  T he G a rd e n  G a t e , f e a tu r in g  Sam  C a ld w e l l ,  th e  O ld  D irt 
D o b b e r , w a s  a  S a tu rd a y  m orn ing  n e tw o rk  q u e s t io n  a n d  a n s w e r  p e r io d  
c o n c e rn in g  g a r d e n i n g .11 L o c a l ly ,  o n  T h u rsd a y  a f te rn o o n s  from  3 :45  
u n t i l  4 :15  o 'c lo c k ,  th e  A u c tio n  B am  S a le  p ro v id e d  l i s t e n e r s  a n  o p p o r­
tu n i ty  to  h e a r  v a r io u s  g ra d e s  o f  l i v e s to c k  s o ld  a n d  to  h e a r  p r ic e s  on
\
th o s e  g r a d e s .  T h is  s e r v ic e  o r ig in a te d  A u g u s t 5 , 1 9 4 3 . A fte r th e  e n d  
o f  th e  w a r , w e a th e r  r e p o r ts  d i r e c t  from  th e  w e a th e r  s t a t io n  w e re  re s u m e d  
w ith  B. P .  H u g h e s , w e a th e r  m e te o r o lo g is t ,  r e p o r t in g  th e  w e a th e r  fo re ­
c a s t s  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  farm  n e w s  a n d  w ith  o th e r  r e g u la r  n e w s  
c a s t s . 12
KWKH l i s t e n e r s  c o u ld  b e n e f i t  from  fa rm  a n d  r e l a te d  p ro g ra m s  b e ­
c a u s e  th e  s t a t io n  c o v e ra g e  a r e a  in c lu d e d  73 c o u n ty  a r e a s  in  w h ic h , a c ­
c o rd in g  to  th e  1950 c e n s u s  f ig u r e s ,  3 3 .3  p e r  c e n t  o f th e  p o p u la t io n  w a s  
ru r a l ,  3 1 .5  p e r  c e n t  w a s  ru ra l  n o n - fa rm , 3 5 . 2 p e r  c e n t  w a s  u rb a n . 
A c co rd in g  to  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  D e p a r tm e n t o f  A g ric u ltu re  in fo rm a tio n ,
1®Neal D ry , A s s i s t a n t  to  A g ric u ltu ra l  E x te n s io n  D ire c to r ,  B aton  
R o u te , L o u is ia n a ,  P e r s o n a l  In te rv ie w , A pril 6 ,  1 9 5 9 .
1 XKWKH D o c k e t 1 0 4 7 7 . p .  5 .
1 2O n th e  L e v e l .  VIII (A u g u st, 1 9 4 3 ), N o . 8 , p .  3 .
16 per cent of the total population of the United States was rural farm.
Within the KWKH area rural farm population was almost double that of
the national average. Within a seventy-five mile radius of Shreveport
the sa le  of farm products totaled $85,747, 241.00 in 1949, according 
13to the 1950 census. The number of farms was 65,077 with a popula­
tion of 272,433 persons. Fanners In the listening area ra ise  cattle  and 
poultry, operate dairy farms, and grow truck crops, a ll of which require 
special knowledge, Including that of conservation and soil building 
practices,
During th is period, several programs were developed as an out­
growth of planning by station personnel, In Man on the Street programs
B, G. Robertson took a microphone to Texas Street downstairs from the
14station and Interviewed passe rs-b y . Another program, different from 
previous programming was Groovle's Boogie, a  disc jockey show origi­
nated by Ray Bartlett. This show, designed to appeal to the Negro 
population, featured Bartlett playing records and talking with a Negro 
d ia lect. According to C lay, th is program was popular with its  audience 
and accepted by o th e r s .^
In August 1947, Horace Logan Invented an imaginary character
13 Jack Timmons, Director, KWKH Farm Service Department, 
undated booklet, p , 4,
14Horace Logan, Personal Interview, July, 1957,
^H enryC lay , Personal Interview, March, 1959,
called "Cosmo Hacienda" who appeared on the Ark-La-Tex Jubilee, a
5:00 to 5:45 a , m. program, Logan made a woodcarvlng of Cosmo,
put words Into his mouth, and featured him on the program, Because
of this new "gimmick," s ix  thousand lis teners wrote for Logan's picture
with Cosmo and six thousand persons merely wrote, Plans were made
I Bto present Cosmo on a children 's program at a  later hour. In
September Logan and Cosmo made a series of personal appearances In 
17the listening area,
18KWKH carried participating programs for the H. J, M cColllster 
Company for ten years prior to 1946, One series of programs designed 
especially  for merchants outside Shreveport was called  An Airplane Trip. 
This was a commercial program In which ten or twelve announcements 
were interspersed with transcribed m usic. An example of a script for 
th is program follows:
KWKH AIRPLANE RIDE
OPENING ANNOUN'R: Today, we are going to take you on a
mythical airplane trip over (name of town)
in the KWKH Airplane We will now
turn the controls over to the KWKH HR- 
PLANE which left the airport ju st a few
minutes ago  O k a y ,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,
take it  away. . . . . .
^ O n  the Level, XII (August, 1947), No. 8, p . 2.
^ O n  the Level, XII (September, 1947), No. 9, p . 1,
^Partic ipating  programs are those in which the commercial ad­
vertisem ents are so licited  by agents outside the sta tion . The station 
presents the programs and profits are divided equally,
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BUSINESS: SOUND EFFECTS (AIRPLANE MOTOR
STEADY) fo r 10 s e c o n d s ...............
b eg in n in g  lo u d ..................... th e n  fa d e  and
HOLD.
AIRPLANE ANNC 'R: (COPY OF ANNOUNCEMENTS ATTACHED).
Read th re e  s p o ts  a n d  th e n  re tu rn  th e  c o n ­
tro ls  to  s tu d io  fo r m u s ic . . . .  fo r In s ta n c e  
. . . .  "And n o w , f o lk s , w h ile  w e a re
c ir c l in g  s lo w ly  o v e r ____________l e t 's
l i s t e n  to  som e tr a n s c r ib e d  m u sic  from
KWKH O kay  s tu d io , ta k e  i t  aw ay  1"
A fter m u s ic a l n u m b er. . .  re a d  th re e  or 
four s p o ts  an d  th e n  re tu rn  i t  fo r m u sic  
a g a in . . . . . .
B etw een  e a d i  s p o t ,  .a d  l ib  a  few  
w o r d s . . .  . s u c h  a s  "And ju s t  c lo s e  b y ,
we c a n  s e e  . B anking now  to  ou r
l e f t ,  we c a n  s e ^ _______ . C irc l in g
s lo w ly , w e a re  now  o v e r  t h e __________ .
CLOSING ANNC'R: Tune in  a g a in  tom orrow  fo r a n o th e r  p ro ­
gram  fo r th e  KWKH AIRPLANE. T his 
p rogram  w as p re s e n te d  by  th e  p ro g re s ­
s iv e  m erc h an ts  an d  b u s in e s s  le a d e rs  
o f ________________________________ . U
KWKH c o m p le te d  a tw o y e a r  s c h e d u le  fo r th e  M c C o llls te r  C om pany  in
F eb ru a ry , 1946 . A nother p a r t ic ip a tin g  program  w as "The M e rc h a n ts
P a ra d e "  b ro a d c a s t  from  1 9 4 4 -1 9 4 6 . On f i le  a t  KWKH is  th e  fo llo w in g
d e s c r ip t io n .
THE MERCHANTS PARADE
The p rogram , "The M e rc h a n ts  P a ra d e , " i s  a  KWKH p ro ­
m o tiona l fe a tu re  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  c a r r ie d  o v e r th is  s ta t io n  for 
th e  p a s t  tw o y e a r s .  I t  a ffo rd s  KWKH a  d ire c t  m edium  for 
a d v e r t is in g  i t s  p rogram s to  th e  m an on th e  s t r e e t .
^ F o r m a t  o n  f i l e  a t  KW KH .
176
A d v ertise rs  th roughou t our co v e rag e  a re a  w ere  c o n ta c te d  
by a  s ta t io n  re p re s e n ta t iv e , who re q u e s te d  p e rm is s io n  to  
p la c e  a W indow  D isp la y  Sign in  th e ir  s tc re  w in d o w s, (The 
w indow  d is p la y  fe a tu re s  cu rren t new s p ic tu re s  an d  l i s t s  the  
program  tim e and  s p o n s o r 's  nam e of KWKH p ro g ram s.)  In  
re tu rn  fo r th is  p u b lic i ty , KWKH b ro a d c a s ts  a  b rie f  a n n o u n c e ­
m ent in  b e h a lf  o f  e a c h  c o n ce rn  c a rry in g  th e  w indow  d is p la y .
T his ty p e  of p rom otion  is  c a r r ie d  by num erous rad io  
s ta t io n s  th rough  th e  co u n try .
On N ovem ber 12, 1939, KWKH In s ta l le d  s p e c ia l  b ro a d c a s t  lo o p s  
a t C ro w ley , L o u is ia n a , to  b ro a d c a s t e v e n ts  o f th e  Annual Rice F e s t iv a l .  
The C row ley  D a lly  S ignal w ro te:
. . . C row ley  is  . . .  in d e b t to  KWKH, the  5 0 ,0 0 0  w a tt 
s ta tio n  a t  S h re v ep o rt, w hich  s ta r te d  a t  an  e a r ly  hour T uesday  
m orning an d  c o n tin u e d  to  s a lu te  an d  p ay  tr ib u te  to  C ro w ley , 
th e  Rice C ity  of Am erica; th e  Rice in d u stry ; and  th e  Rice 
F e s tiv a l  th roughou t th e  d a y . . . .
T w ice during  th e  day  th e y  c a r r ie d  program s from C ro w ley ,
They b ro a d c a s t th e  F re n c h -C re o le  h o u r, a  m ost u n u su a l p ro ­
gram  to  be  p re s e n te d  ov e r th e  a ir  a n d  a  sp le n d id  program  a s  
a  p a rt o f th e  N a tio n a l R ice F e s t iv a l . 20
At th e  S ta te  F air in  S h rev ep o rt, b e g in n in g  on O cto b er 23, 1947, 
th e  E sso  R eporter b ro a d c a s t  from th e  E sso  booth  a t  tw e lv e  noon and  a t  
5:25 p .  m . e a c h  w eek  d a y . O th er b ro a d c a s ts  from  th e  F a ir in c lu d e d  Red 
So v ine  and  H is Echo V alley  Boys, a t  11:45 a .  m .; and  C u rley  W illiam s 
an d  H is G eo rg ia  P each  P ic k e rs  a t 12:05 p .  m . At 1:00 through  1:30 
p . m .  M onday th rough  F riday , Sheb W ooley  an d  H is C a lu m et In d ia n s , 
H ank W illiam s an d  H is D rifting  C o w b o y s , an d  Red Sov ine  an d  H is Echo
2^C ited  in On th e  L ev e l, IV (D ecem ber, 1939), N o . 12, p .  4.
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V alley  Boys b ro a d c a s t a  program  from the  In te rn a tio n a l H a rv e s te r
C o m p an y  te n t  on the  fa irg ro u n d s .
For a  num ber o f y e a rs  KWKH h a s  fe a tu re d  h i l lb i l ly  perfo rm ers on
an  e a r ly  m orning program , a t n o on , and  during  th e  e a r ly  e v e n in g . In
1935, a t 5:45 a .  m. C u rley  J o e 's  Roundup G ang perform ed d a i ly .  The
T e n n e sse e  H oedow n, a t  6:30 a .  m .; The D oughboys a t  7:15 a .  m .; The
S u n sh in e  Boys a t  7:30 a . m .  an d  a g a in  a t  12:00 noon; H arm le Sm ith a t
4:45 p .  m .; an d  C u rley  Joe a t  6 :00 p . m . co m p o sed  th e  fo lk  perfo rm ances
22fo r an  a v e rag e  d a y . In  1950 th e  fo lk  a r t i s t s  who perform ed on s ta t io n
w ere the  W ilburn  F am ily , Red S o v in e , Slim  W hitm an , th e  S tan ley
23B ro thers , Z eke C le m e n ts , th e  Ranger Q u a r te t , and  Leon P a y n e .
In  1943 Time M ag az in e  p u b lish e d  an  a r t ic le  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  in ­
c re a s in g  p o p u la rity  of co u n try  m u s ic . The a r t ic le  re a d , "The dom inant 
p o p u la r m usic  o f the  U nited  S ta te s  to d ay  is  h i l lb i l ly .  " This m u sic  w hich  
h a d  b een  p o p u la r so u th  of th e  M aso n -D lx o n  lin e  h ad  in v ad ed  Tin Pan 
A lley . "W hat re a lly  s ta r te d  th e  c o m  sp o u tin g  on Broadway w as a 
lu g u b rio u s  tune  by L o u is ia n a 's  Jimmy D av is  c a l le d  'I t  M akes No D iffe r­
e n c e  N o w .' " R ecorders e n te re d  in to  the  b u s in e s s  o f m aking h ig h ly  
s u c c e s s f u l  rec o rd s  by u s in g  fam ous nam es to  m ake th e  c o u n try  tune
21On th e  L ev e l. XII (N ovem ber, 1947), N o . 10, p .  2.
^ T h e  Logan In te rv ie w  o f 1957.
^^KWKH, 25th A nn iversary  S o u v e n ir , p .  10.
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r e c o rd in g s . I t w as In th is  m anner, a cco rd in g  to  Time M a g a z in e , th a t
Bing C ro sb y  becam e the  m ost po p u lar h i llb i l ly  s in g e r  of a l l .  The m ag a-
24z in e  c a l le d  Jimmy D av is th e  m ost s p e c ta c u la r  o f a ll  fo lk  s in g e r s .
A ccording to  W illiam  A ntony, D av is perform ed a t  KWKH w h ile  i t
w as  lo c a te d  a t  K ennonw ood. In  D ecem ber, 1941, On th e  L evel c a r r ie d
an  a r t ic le  d e sc r ib in g  th e  s in g e r 's  program  on th e  s ta t io n .  A ccording to
s ta t io n  p e rs o n n e l, th is  man c o n tin u e s  to  p re s e n t  a w e e k -e n d  reco rd ed
p re s e n ta tio n . H ow ever, he  i s  on ly  one o f th e  m any fo lk  s in g e rs  who
h a v e  perform ed a t  KWKH.
H orace  Logan e x p la in e d  th e  d ev e lopm en t o f fo lk  s in g in g  a t  th e
s ta t io n .  He s a id  th a t  p e rso n n e l h a s  w orked w ith  perform ers to  h e lp
them  d ev e lo p  a  s ty le  e x c lu s iv e ly  th e ir  ow n . Some s in g e rs  req u ired
up to  tw o y e a rs  to  d ev e lo p  an in d iv id u a l d is t in c t iv e  s ty le  w hich  w ould
be en jo y e d  by l is te n e r s  an d  c o p ie d  by im i ta to r s . The program  d ire c to r
s a id ,  "We look  for d iffe re n c e s  in  v o ic e s ,  th o se  e le m e n ts  w hich  m ake
for d if fe re n c e s . W e p ic k  p e rso n s  w ith  p e rs o n a li ty  in v o ic e , to n a l
q u a lity , in d iv id u a li ty . W e look  for ta le n t  and  in d iv id u a li t ie s  w h ich
25m ay be c o p ie d  an d  im ita te d , bu t no t e x a c t l y .1
P rio r to  1949, a cc o rd in g  to  L ogan , h i l lb i l ly  m usic  ran  to  s a d  n o te s ,  
to  r e l ig io u s , an d  to s e m i- re lig io u s  t im e s . H ank W ill ia m s , l a te  s in g e r  a t  
KWKH, c h an g e d  th a t  tren d  w hen h is  "L o v esick  B lues" becam e a
^ Tlme M a g a z in e . XLII (O ctober 4 , 1943), 48 . 
^5The Logan In te rv iew  of Ju ly , 1957.
n a tio n w id e  " h i t . "  C oun try  m usic  c h an g e d  an d  se p a ra te d ; re lig io u s
m usic  becam e a f ie ld  a l l  i t s  ow n, w ith  th e  B a iles B ro thers , s in g e rs
a t  th e  s ta t io n ,  an d  o th e rs  s in g in g  and  a ttra c tin g  a  d iffe re n t a u d ie n c e .
Logan e x p la in e d  th a t  KWKH dropped  h i l lb i l ly  m usic  in 1 9 49 -1950 , and
th e re  e v o lv e d  a  c o u n try - ty p e  m usic  w hich  e m p h a size d  b a lla d - ty p e
s in g in g . The b a lla d  s ty le  c o n tin u ed  u n til 1954 w hen E lv is  P re s le y ,
s in g in g  a t  KWKH, c h an g e d  th e  s o - c a l le d  pop tu n e s  s ty le  of m usic  to
26co u n try  an d  ro ck  and  ro l l ,  a  n a tio n w id e  c h a n g e . Logan s a id  th a t
m any so n g s  reco rd ed  a t  KWKH h a v e  becom e " h i t s . " P e rh ap s  th e  m ost
o u ts ta n d in g  exam ple  w as Slim W h itm an 's  rec o rd in g  of "In d ian  Love C a l l ,  "
27w hich  s o ld  a  m illio n , tw o hundred  an d  f if ty  re c o rd s .
In A pril, 1948, KWKH in i t ia te d  th e  L o u is ia n a  H a v rld e , a  jam boree  
of fo lk  m usic  in  th e  S o u th w e s t. H orace  Logan w orked a s  p ro d u ce r and  
m a s te r  o f c e re m o n ie s , a s s i s t e d  by  Ray B a r tle tt .  The L o u is ia n a  H ayride  
Program  is  a  w eek ly  b ro a d c a s t by KWKH o f th e  S a tu rday  n ig h t perfo rm ance  
of a  la rg e  num ber of co u n try  m u sic  e n te r ta in e rs  a t th e  M u n ic ip a l 
A uditorium  in  S h re v ep o rt. A lthough th e  L o u is ia n a  H ayride  h ad  i t s  p re ­
m iere  perfo rm ance  on April 3, 1948, KWKH perfo rm ers p re v io u s ly  h ad  a  
long  h is to ry  o f h i l lb i l ly  p rogram s s ta g e d  b efo re  c a p a c i ty  a u d ie n c e s . In 
1936 w h ile  th e  s ta t io n  w as lo c a te d  in  th e  W ash in g to n  Y ouree H o te l, tw o
^®The Logan In te rv ie w  of Ju ly , 1957.
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p e rfo rm ers , Bob an d  Joe S h e lto n , of th e  S u n sh in e  B oys, p re s e n te d  a
Sunday a fte rn o o n  "H illb il ly  A m ateur Show . " T h ese  sh o w s w ere  no t
a m a te u r , b e c a u s e  o n ly  a c c o m p lish e d  e n te r ta in e r s  m ade a p p e a ra n c e s
on th e  p ro g ram . By S ep tem b er, 1936, th e  p ro d u c e rs  h ad  to  h ire  an
au d ito riu m  in  th e  C ity  H all in  o rder to  acco m m o d ate  th e  c ro w d s th a t
g a th e re d  to  s e e  th e  s h o w s . At th is  au d ito riu m  th e  sh o w  perfo rm ed
b e fo re  a  c a p a c i ty  c row d  of 1, 200 p e rs o n s  w ith  a b o u t an  e q u a l num ber
28tu rn e d  aw ay  b e c a u s e  o f la c k  of s p a c e .
T hese  p erfo rm ers c o n tin u e d  to  g a in  p o p u la r ity  u n til  in  1940 th e  
"S a tu rd ay  N igh t R ound-up" w as o rg a n iz e d . For th is  program  ab o u t 
tw e n ty ^ fiv e  p e r s o n s ,  in c lu d in g  ta le n t  an d  KWKH re p r e s e n ta t iv e s ,  
o rg a n iz e d  fo r w e ek ly  a p p e a ra n c e s  in  a n d  o u t of S h re v e p o rt. Perform ing 
g ro u p s In c lu d e d  H oke and  P au l R ice an d  th e ir  G an g , th e  A rizona Ranch 
G ir ls ,  The Frank S tam ps Q u a r te t ,  an d  S a l t  an d  P e a n u ts .  Towns in c lu d e d  
on  th e  f i r s t  to u r  w ere  M o n ro e , R uston , an d  F a rm e rv ille , L o u is ia n a ;
O Q
C am d en , El D orado , M a g n o lia , A rk an sas; H e n d e rso n  and  L ufk in , T e x a s .
W hen th e  L o u is ia n a  H ay ride  w as o rg a n iz e d , th e  c a s t  in c lu d e d  su c h  
perfo rm ers a s  th e  B a iles  B rothers; Johnny and  Jack  an d  th e  T e n n e s se e  
M o u n ta in  B oys, fe a tu r in g  K itty  W ells ; th e  Four D eaco n s; C u rley  K insey  
a n d  th e  T e n n e s se e  Ridge R unners; H arm le Sm ith an d  th e  O z ark  M o u n ta i­
n e e rs ;  Pappy  C o v in g to n 's  band ; th e  M e rce r  B ro thers an d  T ex G rlm sley
^ O n th e  L e v e l, I (S ep tem ber, 1936), N o . 9 , p .  3 . 
29
O n th e  L e v e l, V (S ep tem ber, 1940), N o . 9 , p .  3 .
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30an d  the  T exas P la y b o y s .
Follow ing  the  f i r s t  p e rfo rm an ce , KWKH a d v e r tis e d  and prom oted
th e  show  ov er th e  a ir  and  in  th e  n e w sp a p e rs . Perform ers a d v e r t is e d
th e  H ayride  a t  th e  p e rso n a l pe rfo rm ances w hich  th e y  m ade a l l  o v e r th e
South and  S o u th w e s t. P ro d u cers  of the show  w orked on a  form at w h ich
w ould a t t r a c t  an  a u d ie n c e  to  th e  perfo rm ances and  home l i s te n e r s  from
a ll  o v e r th e  c o u n try . KWKH p e rso n n e l b eg an  a  s e a rc h  for new  ta le n t
and w ith in  a few  m onths C u rley  W illiam s and  h is  G eo rg ia  P e a ch  P ic k e rs
jo in e d  th e  sh o w . Then cam e H ank W illia m s , Red S o v in e , and  Z eke
C le m e n ts . C o u s in  Emmy and  h e r  K in fo lks, P a ts y  M o n tan a , Ken M ontana
an d  T exas L il, and  Buddy A ttaw ay and  C la u d e  King jo in e d  th e  H ayride
g ro u p . In  January , 1949, C o u s in  W ilbur and B londle Brooks jo in e d  th e
sh o w . In  April th e  W ilburn  b ro th e r s , L e s lie , L e s te r , D oy le , and
3 1T heodore w ere w elcom ed  by a re c e p tiv e  a u d ie n c e .
W hen th e  ta le n t  w as a lm o st c o m p le te , the  show  b eg an  th e  cu sto m
of in v itin g  g u e s t  s ta r s  to  m ake a p p e a ra n c e s . Among th o s e  who a tte n d e d
w ere th e  Duke of P a d u c ah , H ank Snow , Sm iley  B urne tte , Arlle D uff,
B lackle C raw ford , Tex R itte r, Jean  S hepherd , The H ired  H a n d s , H ank
32T hom pson, and  many o th e r s .
30 KWKH's L o u is ia n a  H a y rid e , a  so u v e n ir  album  p u b lish e d  by 
KWKH, u n d a te d , p . 2.
3 1I b t d . . p .  5 .
3 2I b i d . . p p . 2 4 -2 5 .
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A ccord ing  to  th e  L o u is ia n a  H ay ride  b o o k le t, th e  sh o w  a t t r a c te d  
c a p a c i ty  a u d ie n c e s .  The M u n ic ip a l A uditorium  w ith  i t s  3 ,8 0 0  s e a t s  
w a s  c ro w d ed  on S a tu rd ay  n ig h ts  from e ig h t u n til  e le v e n  o 'c lo c k .  P or­
t io n s  of th e  show  w ere  b ro a d c a s t  o v e r a  re g io n a l ne tw ork  of a s  m any a s  
tw e n ty - f iv e  s ta t io n s  in  th e  S ou th  and  S o u th w e s t. The sh o w  a t t r a c te d  
n a tio n a l  a t te n t io n  b e c a u s e  o f the  c a s t  w h ich  a p p e a re d  r e g u la r ly .
D uring  th e  s e c o n d  y e a r  of th e  H a y rid e , m any c h a n g e s  w ere  m ad e .
t
Bill C u d a b a c  w as em p lo y ed  to  a s s i s t  H o race  L ogan . Som e o f th e  o ld  
a c ts  le f t  an d  new  o n e s  w ere  a d d e d . C o n s ta n t  c h a n g e s  w ere  m ade in  th e  
sh o w . A dd itions in  1949 in c lu d e d  S m iley  W ilso n  an d  K itty C a rs o n , Boots 
W oodall an d  h is  b a n d , C ly d e  Baum an d  the Bayou B oys, Z eb  T urner and  
Sammy B arn h art. D uring 1950 m ore o ld  a c ts  le f t  a n d  w ere  re p la c e d  by 
th e  Blue Sky B oys, th e  R angers Q u a r te t ,  an d  th e  S ta n le y  B ro th e rs .
N e x t, Leon P ayne  and  T . T exas T y ler jo in e d  th e  re g u la r  p e rfo rm e rs .
O n April 7 , S lim  W hitm an f i r s t  a p p e a re d  on th e  sh o w , fo llo w ed  a  w eek  
l a te r  by  W ebb P ie rc e .  Frank P ag e  an d  Hi R o b e rts , o f th e  KWKH s ta f f  
r e p la c e d  Ray B a rtle tt  a n d  Bill C u d a b a c  a s  a s s i s t a n t  p r o d u c e r s .33
In  th e  la rg e  a u d ie n c e  e a c h  S a tu rd ay  n ig h t w ere  m any p e rs o n s  from 
o u t-o f - to w n . I t  w as e s t im a te d  th a t  50 p e r  c e n t  o f th e  a v e ra g e  a u d ie n c e  
c o n s i s te d  o f p e rs o n s  w ho l iv e d  o u ts id e  S h re v e p o rt. From th e  a u d ie n c e  
fou r p e rs o n s  w ere  s e le c te d  to  p la y  a  g am e , "B eat th e  B a n d .*' E ach  
p e rs o n  w as in te rv ie w e d  b r ie f ly , th e n  a s k e d  to  id e n tify  a tu n e  w h ich
I
33I b i d . , p .  8 .
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w as p lay e d  by th e  "Lump Lump B oys. " The o b je c t of th e  gam e w as to  
g iv e  th e  name before  th e  tune  w as f in is h e d . H ow ever, no c o n te s ta n t  
e v e r  lo s t  b e c a u se  he w as g iv en  a  se c o n d  c h a n c e  to  w in a p rize  if he 
fa i le d  to  re c o g n iz e  th e  f i r s t  tu n e . A lw ays, the  s e c o n d  tune  w as "You 
a re  My S u n s h in e ." F a ilu re  to  id e n tify  th a t  tu n e  w as r a r e .  H ow ever, 
th e re  w as a f in a l q u e s tio n  w hich  h ad  been  u s e d , "Who is  b u ried  in 
G ra n t 's  to m b ? " ^ 4
S in ce  1950 th e  L o u is ia n a  H ayride  h a s 'a t t r a c te d  n a tio n a l p ro m in en ce . 
In  Jan u ary , 1953, th e  C olum bia  B roadcasting  System  Radio netw ork  b eg an  
a s e r i e s ,  S a tu rday  N ig h t— C oun try  S ty le . In  th is  s e r i e s ,  s ix  coun try  
m usic  show s w ere a lte rn a te d  w ith  two b e in g  b ro a d c a s t e a c h  S a tu rday  
n ig h t. The L o u is ia n a  H ay rid e , one of th e  s ix ,  w as a ire d  ev e ry  th ird  
S a tu rd ay  n igh t over th e  n e tw o rk . Then th e  S hreveport Tim es rad io  s ta tio n  
in  L ittle  Rock, A rk a n sa s , 1CTHS, b eg an  b ro a d c a s ts  of th e  e n tire  H ayride  
show  e a c h  w e e k . S ince  June 26, 1954, th e  ahow  b ro a d c a s t a  th ir ty
m inute seg m en t on th e  Far E as t N etw ork of th e  Armed F o rces Radio
35S e rv ic e . The H ayride  program  c o n tin u e s  a s  an  im portan t seg m en t o f 
th e  S a tu rday  n ig h t s c h e d u le s  o f Radio S ta tio n s  KWKH an d  KTHS.
3 4I b l d . , p .  11.
35I b l d . . p . 9 .
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Follow ing i s  a form at for an  a c tu a l program :
LOUISIANA HAYRIDE 
8 -7 -4 8  
8:00 -  11:00 PM
8:00 to  8:30
1. CURLEY WILLIAMS
2. JOHNNY & JACK
3. BAILES BROTHERS
4. JOHNNY & JACK
5. HANK WILLIAMS
THEME -  ALL ACTS ON STAGE FOR OPENING
OLD JOE CLARK -  F idd le  Tune
ROSE OF OLD KENTUCKY -  f a s t
YOU'LL ALWAYS BE THE ONLY ONE -  H eartso n g
THERE'S NOTHING IN THE WORLD A MAN 
W ON'T DO -  Nimrod & D uck
MOVE IT ON OVER -  f a s t
6 . MERCER BROTHERS DON'T MEAN TO CRY WHEN YOU ARE GONE
W a lla c e  & C h a r lie -M o d .
7 . CURLEY WILLIAMS MAMA DON'T 'LOW NO MUSIC PLAYING -
so lo  -  Sanford
8 . BAILES BROTHERS
9 . FOUR DEACONS
STEEL GUITAR RAG -  i n s t .  Shot Jack so n
ROCKING ON THE WAVES -  f a s t  s p ir i tu a l
10. MERCER BROTHERS JOE LeBLON'S GHOST -  Raney -  H arm onica
8:30 ASCO LOAN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM STUDIO
8:30 to 9 :00
1. JOHNNY & JACK
2. JOHNNY & JACK
3. CURLEY KINSEY &
TENN. RR.
4 . HANK WILLIAMS
5. SCOTTY
I'LL BE LISTENING -  Q u arte t -  M ed.
NIMROD COMEDY
REDW ING -  in s t .
I WANT TO LIVE & LOVE -  H ank & Audrey -  f a s t
WRITING YOU DARLING THROUGH TEARS -  
H eartso n g  -M o d .
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6 . FOUR DEACONS
7 . SCOTTY
LOUISIANA HAYRIDE
8 -7 -4 8
YOU MUST COME IN AT THE DOOR -  Hymn 
ANYTIME -  H e a rtso n g  -  M od .
8 . MERCER BROTHERS SPEAK TO ME LITTLE DARLING -  W a lla c e  &
C h a rlie  -  M od.
9 . MERCER BROTHERS LOST JOHN BOOGIE -  W ayne R aney -  M od .
10 . JOHNNY & JACK HOLD FAST TO THE RIGHT -  Q u a r te t  -  M od.
9 :00  PM STATION BREAK FROM AUDITORIUM
9:00  to  9:30
9:00  to  9 :10  -  FROM STAGE
1. BAILES BROTHERS
2. BAILES BROTHERS
3 . CURLEY WILLIAMS
MISSISSIPPI SAWYER -  I n s t .  E rn es t & Hom er
MOTHER'S ONLY SLEEPING -  H e a rtso n g  -  
Johnny & H om er
BLUE STEEL BLUES -  I n s t .  Boots
4 . CURLEY WILLIAMS GEORGIA POLKA -  G eo rg ia  Ann
9:10  to  9 :20  FROM DRESSING ROOM (SELECTING CONTESTANTS)
BYRD'S BOOGIE -  I n s t .  -  Byrd5 . CURLY KINSEY &
TENN. RR.
6 . BAILES BROTHERS
7 . FOUR DEACONS
8 . BAILES BROTHERS
OH SO MANY YEARS -  H e a rtso n g
JOHN HENRY -  C u rly  -  so lo
REMEMBER ME -  H e a rtso n g  -  Johnny  & H om er
9 :20  to  9 :30  FROM STAGE
9 . CURLEY WILLIAMS JEALOUS LADY -  tr io
10 . CURLEY WILLIAMS SIGNED, SEALED & DELIVERED -  so lo  -  G eo rg ia
Ann
9:30  STATION BREAK FROM AUDITORIUM
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9:30 to  10:00
LOUISIANA HAYRIDE
8 -7 -4 8
1. FOUR DEACONS
2. CURLY KINSEY &
TENN. RR.
I'SE  IN HIS CARE -  f a s t  s p ir i tu a l 
SMOKE SMOKE -  QUARTET
3. MERCER BROTHERS FALSE HEARTED GIRL -  W a lla c e  & C h a rlie
M od.











9:40 -  QUIZ PERIOD -_BEAT THE BAND
5. FOUR DEACONS
6 . FOUR DEACONS
SIT DOWN -  f a s t  s p ir i tu a l
IF WE NEVER MEET AGAIN -  s lo w  hymn
7 . CURLEY WILLIAMS WHEN MY BLUE MOON TURNS TO GOLD
AGAIN -  d u e t -  Boots & Sanford
8 . CURLEY WILLIAMS FICKLE FINGERS -  p ian o  -  P urv is
ESSO NEWS FROM STUDIO 10:00 -  10:05
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10:00 to  10:30
1 . JOHNNY & JACK
2. JOHNNY & JACK
LOUISIANA HAYRIDE
8 -7 -4 8
I 'M  S-A -V E-D  -  Trio
LEATHER BREECHES -  Breakdow n -  P au l W arren
3 . BAILES BROTHERS DUST ON THE BIB&E -  S a c re d  so n g  -  M e d . -  
Johnny & H om er
4 . BAILES BROTHERS FIRE ON THE MOUNTAIN -  F id d le  -  H om er
5 . CURLY WILLIAMS DEEP WATER -  s o lo  -  C u rly
6 . CURLY WILLIAMS SOUTH -  I n s t .
7 . JOHNNY & JACK I'M  SORRY THAT'S THE WAY YOU FEEL -  D uet
8 . BAILES BROTHERS DON'T FORGET THE FAMILY PRAYER -
9 . CURLY WILLIAMS
s a c re d  song  
STEEL GUITAR RAG -  In s t  -  Boots
10:30 STATION IDENTIFICATION FROM AUDITORIUM
10:30 to  11:00
1. HANK WILLIAMS
2 . HANK WILLIAMS
3 . BAILES BROTHERS
4 . BAILES BROTHERS
5 . HANK WILLIAMS
6 . HANK WILLIAMS
7 . BAILES BROTHERS
SALLY GOODIN -  f id d le  -  f a s t  
I 'M  A LONG GONE DADDY -  f a s t  
LIFE TIME TO REGRET -  H e a rtso n g  -  Johnny 
IDA RED -  f id d le  -  f a s t
MY SWEET LOVE AIN'T AROUND -  s lo w  b lu e s  
STONY PAINT -  f a s t  -  f id d le  
I HEARD MY SAVIOR CALL -  G o sp e l tr io
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8 . BAILES BROTHERS
9 . HANK WILLIAMS
10 . HANK WILLIAMS
THEM E____
LOUISIANA HAYRIDE
8 -7 - 4 8
IF YOU HAVE RETREATED FROM G O D  -  
s a c r e d  s lo w
I'L L  BE A BATCHELOR TIL I DIE -  f a s t
RICH MAN -  f a s t  -  f id d le
.ALL REMAINING ACTS ON STAGE FOR 
CLO SIN G  36
36KWKH, Form at fo r  a  L o u is ia n a  H a y rid e  p ro g ram , A ugust 7 , 1948 , 
on f i le  a t  KWKH.
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A ccord ing  to  th e  p e rso n n e l of KWKH, th e  s ta t io n  i s  n o te d  for i t s  
p u b lic  s e rv ic e  p rog ram m ing . C iv ic  o rg a n iz a tio n s  a re  g iv e n  free  tim e 
w hen  th e y  sp o n s o r  a  c am p a ig n  o r a  d riv e  to  b e n e f i t  a  c h a r i ta b le  o r­
g a n iz a t io n .  The a n n u a l s a fe  d riv e r  c o n te s t  sp o n so re d  by th e  C a d d o -  
B o ss ie r  S a fe ty  C o u n c il  w as b a c k e d  by th e  S h rev ep o rt T im es an d  KWKH. 
P u b lic i ty  w as g iv en  th e  Jun io r L eag u e  H o rse  Show  b e c a u s e  th e  p ro ­
c e e d s  b e n e f i t  th e  S h rev ep o rt S choo l fo r E x c e p tio n a l C h ild re n . KWKH 
h a s  a  lo n g  e s ta b l is h e d  c u s to m  o f reg a rd in g  re l ig io u s  s e rv ic e s  b ro a d ­
c a s t  o v e r  th e  s ta t io n  a s  p u b lic  s e r v ic e .  B eginning  April 13, 1949,
KWKH p re s e n te d  B. D . H a rr iso n , th e  N egro  Farm D irec to r in  B o ss ie r
P a r is h , who d i s c u s s e d  a g r ic u ltu ra l  p ro b lem s o f fa rm ers in  th e  l is te n in g
37a r e a .  T his p rogram  fe a tu re d  a  N egro  q u a r te t .
A lthough KWKH p re s e n te d  m any p u b lic  s e rv ic e  p ro g ram s, th e
s ta t io n  a ls o  a ire d  num erous s p o t a n n o u n c e m e n ts . G lad y  H u rley ,
S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  d i r e c t o r ,  h a d  t h e  j o b  o f  d e c i d i n g  w h ic h  p u b l i c
s e rv ic e  a n n o u n ce m e n ts  w ould  be u s e d .  B etw een  p rogram s w hen  th e
s ta t io n  h a d  30 s e c o n d s  to  id e n tify  i t s e l f ,  i t  h a d  20 se c o n d s  le f t  o v e r .
The s ta t io n  u s e d  th a t  tim e fo r th e  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  a n n o u n c e m e n ts . M is s
Hurley s a id  th a t  s h e  t r ie d  to  v a ry  th e  a n n o u n ce m e n ts  in  o rd e r to  p ro v id e
v a r ie ty  and  a ls o  to  b e n e f it  th e  g r e a te s t  num ber o f p e r s o n s .
A rad io  s ta t io n  i s  a  p u b lic  s e r v a n t .  W e do no t p u t in  
p u b lic  s e rv ic e  a n n o u n ce m e n ts  a t  ran d o m . W e p u t them  in
37 The Logan In te rv ie w  of Ju ly , 1 9 57 .
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to  h e lp  so m e o n e . T here  a re  d if fe re n t  num bers o f s p o ts  
a v a i la b le .  T h e se  v a ry  from  d ay  to  d a y . W e try  to  g iv e  
fo u r s p o ts  to  e a c h  o f th e  a rm ed  s e r v ic e s  e a c h  w e e k . M r.
C la y  p re fe rs  to  u s e  a n n o u n c e m e n ts  w ith  lo c a l  im p o rta n c e  
r a th e r  th a n  a l to g e th e r  n a t io n a l  o n e s  su c h  a s  C ru a a d e  fo r 
F reedom  a n d  U n ite d  S ta te s  £ iv in g s  B o n d s . By th is  I m ean  
th a t  no  lo c a l  g roup  o f  o f f ic ia l s  g e t  c re d i t  fo r t h e s e .  I n s te a d  
w e p re fe r  to  u s e  so m e th in g  w h ich  r e c e iv e s  lo c a l  c r e d i t  su c h  
a s  th e  G o o d w ill In d u s try , w h ic h  i s  b o th  lo c a l  a n d  n a t io n a l .
The lo c a l  o f f ic e  g e ts  c r e d i t  fo r th e s e  s p o ts  w h ic h  w e ru n  
fo r  G o o d w ill . The m o st im p o rta n t th in g  a b o u t th e  s p o ts  i s  
w h a t th e y  d o .  W e try  to  k e e p  o u r p u b lic  s e r v ic e  a n n o u n c e ­
m en ts  lo c a l i z e d .  If  i t  h a p p e n s ,  a s  i t  so m e tim e s  d o e s ,  th a t  
n o t to o  m any p e o p le  w a n t u s  to  run  s p o t s ,  w e f i l l  in  th e  
s p o ts  w h ic h  w e n o rm a lly  g iv e  w ith  s u c h  th in g s  a s  CARE.
I d o n 't  k n o w  w h y , b u t fo r a s  lo n g  a s  I c a n  rem e m b e r, 
w e h a v e  ru n  e ig h t  o r te n  s p o ts  fo r th e  S o u th f ie ld  S ch o o l 
Rummage S a le .  T hey g iv e  th e i r  m oney  fo r a  good  c a u s e .  W e 
a lw a y s  h e lp  th o s e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  w h ic h  c a l l  on  u s . For e x ­
a m p le , w e w o u ld  h e lp  a n y  o rg a n iz a t io n  th a t  w o u ld  r a i s e  
m oney  fo r e x c e p tio n a l  s c h o o l c h i ld r e n .
M is s  H u rle y , fo r h e r  p a r t  in  s e le c t in g  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  a n n o u n c e m e n ts , 
h a s  b e e n  h o n o re d  by b o th  th e  Army an d  M a rin e  C o rp s .  O f th e  Army h o n o r. 
M is s  H u rley  s a id ,
The Army m ak es i t  a  h a b it  n e v e r  to  h o n o r a n  o rg a n iz a ­
t io n ,  b u t to  g iv e  h o n o rs  to  in d iv id u a ls .  T hey  s e l e c te d  me to  
g iv e  th e  h o n o r to  b e c a u s e  I h a n d le  th e  arm y s p o t  a n n o u n c e ­
m en ts  . I a c c e p te d  th e  h o n o r in  th e  nam e o f r a d io  s ta t io n  KWKH. 
W hen th e  M a rin e  C b ip a w is h e d  to  g iv e  a  s im ila r  h o n o r , M r.
P a g e  a s k e d  me to  a c c e p t  th i s  h o n o r . I w as  g la d  to  do i t  in  
b e h a lf  o f  KWKH. Both a w a rd s  w e re  p re s e n te d  fo r  o u ts ta n d in g  
p u b lic  s e r v ic e  on  th e  p a r t  o f KWKH to w a rd  th e s e  o r g a n iz a t io n s .
The s ta t io n  a l s o  r e c e iv e d  a  p la q u e  from  th e  P ro te s ta n t  H o u r. R adio  S ta tio n
KWKH d o n a te s  tim e  fo r  th e  P ro te s ta n t  H our, a s  i t  d o e s  a l l  o f  th e  r e l ig io u s
s e r v ic e s  i t  a i r s .
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M is s  H urley  s a id ,
W e try  to  m ake a  program  m e a n in g fu l. W e try  to  do  th e  
jo b  fo r th e  o r g a n iz a t io n s . If  th e y  su p p ly  th e ir  ow n s p o t s , 
we u s e  them  a s  w e s e e  f i t .  I f  n o t, we w rite  them  to  g iv e  
them  th e  m o st m ean ing  a c c o rd in g  to  our l i s t e n e r s 1 h a b its  
an d  t a s t e s .
In  1948 th e  p rogram , R eport to  th e  P e o p le , w as  re g u la r ly  s c h e d u le d  
on  W e d n e sd a y s  a t  9 :30  p .  m . T h is w as  a  f if te e n  m inu te  program  in  w h ich  
S e n a to r  A llen  J .  E lle n d e r , C o n g re ssm a n  O v e rto n  B rooks, S e n a to r  John 
O v e rto n , an d  M ayor C ly d e  F an t e a c h  p re s e n te d  h is  v iew s on th e  h a p p e n ­
in g s  in  th e  c i ty ,  s t a t e ,  an d  n a tio n a l g o v e rn m e n t. E ach  m an b ro a d c a s t  
on o n e  W e d n e sd a y  n ig h t e v e ry  m o n th .
KWKH h a s  c o n tr ib u te d  tio k e ep in g  S h re v ep o rte rs  in fo rm ed  ab o u t 
c o n d it io n s  n e e d in g  im provem en ts in  th e ir  c i t y .  O ne d riv e  w h ich  s e rv e d  
to  p o in t  up d riv e r  c a r e l e s s n e s s  w as "O p e ra tio n  S a fe ty "  in  w h ich  a 
m y ste ry  d r iv e r  c ru is e d  th rough  th e  s t r e e t s  s e le c t in g  e s p e c ia l ly  c a re fu l 
d r iv e rs  an d  n o tin g  th o s e  who f la g ra n tly  d is re g a rd e d  s a fe ty  r u l e s .  T h ese  
s a fe  d r iv e rs  r e c e iv e d  p u b lic i ty  in  The S h re v ep o rt T im es a n d  w ere  p r e -
Q Q
s e n te d  aw ard s o v e r Radio S ta tio n  KWKH.
F o llow ing  th e  w ar, ta p e  re c o rd e rs  q u ic k ly  re p la c e d  w ire  re c o rd e rs  
an d  in  m any in s ta n c e s  ta p e  re c o rd in g s  re p la c e d  re c o rd in g s  on  d i s c s .
Tape re c o rd in g s  h a d  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f la rg e ly  e lim in a tin g  s u r fa c e  n o is e s
^® G ladys H u rle y , P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , Ju ly , 1957 .
%
^ S h rev ep o rt T im e s , N ovem ber, 1948.
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an d  of be ing  a lm o st u n b re a k a b le . G re a te r  am ounts of m a te ria l c o u ld  be
p la c e d  on ta p e .  A lso ta p e s  c o u ld  be more e a s i ly  m ailed  and  s to re d  th an
e le c t r ic a l ly  tra n s c r ib e d  d i s c s .  N ew s re p o rte rs  b eg an  u s in g  tap e  re-*
c o rd e rs  to  ta k e  to  s c e n e s  of d i s a s te r  o r o th e r  rem o te  p la c e s  to  se c u re
In te rv iew s w hich  c o u ld  la te r  be a ire d  ov e r th e  s ta t io n .  Logan s a id  th a t
o n ce  w hen a  troop  tra in  w as w reck ed , he and  B. G . R obertson  w ent to
40th e  s c e n e  and  se c u re d  ta p e d  in te rv ie w s  w ith  s u rv iv e r s .
R ecording ta p e  cam e to  be u se d  in  reco rd in g  netw ork  program s for 
b ro a d c a s t l a te r ,  e n a b lin g  KWKH to  a rran g e  th e  program m ing sc h e d u le  
fo r b e tte r  d is tr ib u t io n . The m ethod in v o lv ed  reco rd in g  on  ta p e  a n e t ­
w ork program  in  th e  c o n tro l room w h ile  an o th e r program  w as b e ing  a ire d .
The netw ork  program s th u s  re c o rd ed  w ere c a l le d  "d e la y e d  b r o a d c a s ts ."
To f a c i l i ta te  th e  a ir in g  of program s an d  th e  ta p in g  of th e  c o rre c t p ro ­
g ram s to  be  u se d  la te r ,  th e  program  lo g s  w ere  m arked to  in d ic a te  tim es 
fo r e a c h . P rogram s w h ich  once  w ould  h av e  b een  re c o rd ed  on d is c s *  now  
w ere  ta p e d . T h is im proved m ethod  e lim in a te d  a lm o s t a l l  e x tra n e o u s  s o u n d s .
In 1946, th e  m anagem ent an d  p e rso n n e l b eg an  m aking p la n s  for an
41
e n tire ly  n ew  ty p e  o f b ro a d c a s tin g , freq u en cy  m o d u la tio n . Two y e a rs  
^ T h e  Logan In te rv iew  of 1957.
**B. G . R obertson , le t te r  d a te d  Novem ber1 25, 1946, in  f i le s  a t 
KWKH. F requency  m odu la tion  is  a n  im proved m ethod of rad io  b ro a d c a s tin g  
w hich  p e rm its  tra n s m is s io n  an d  re c e p tio n  of th e  e n tire  ran g e  o f sound  
w hich  i s  a u d ib le  to  th e  hum an e a r .  FM a llo w s freedom  from s ta t ic  c a u s e d  
by  h o u se h o ld  e le c tr ic a l  a p p l ia n c e s , freedom  of in te rfe re n c e  from c o n f l ic t ­
ing  s ta t io n s  in  th e  sam e a re a  an d  la c k  of fading w ith in  th e  prim ary a re a  of 
th e  FM tra n s m itte r .
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la te r  KWKH a c tu a l ly  a d d e d  freq u e n cy  m o d u la tio n  to  th e  s ta t io n  f a c i l i t i e s . 
KWKH e n g in e e rs  in s ta l l e d  th e  n ew  ty p e  t ra n s m it te r  in s id e  th e  t r a n s ­
m ittin g  p la n t  a n d  p la c e d  th e  s p e c ia l  a n te n n a  on  top  one  of th e  e x is t in g  
a n te n n a s .  No s p e c ia l  e q u ip m en t w as  n e c e s s a r y  for th e  b ro a d c a s tin g  
s tu d io s  b e c a u s e  " the  s p l i t  o f  a  s in g le  v o ic e  in to  AM an d  FM c h a n n e ls  
i s  m e c h a n ic a l a n d  a c c o m p lish e d  in  in s ta n ts  a t  th e  ‘KW' t r a n s m i t t e r .1 
The f i r s t  s c h e d u le d  fre q u e n c y  m o d u la tio n  program  w as a  d e d ic a tio n  o f 
th e  new  s ta t io n  on  N ovem ber 21, 1948, a t  1:30 p .  m. S p e a k e r#  w ere  
John D . E w ing, p u b lis h e r  o f th e  S h rev ep o rt T im es; H enry  C la y ,  m an ag er 
o f KWKH; C ly d e  E . F a n t, M ayor of S h revepo rt; a n d  J . J .  M ic k le , 
P re s id e n t o f C e n te n a ry  C o l le g e .  A fter th is  f i r s t  p rogram , a  ne tw ork  
p rogram  fo llo w e d . T hen th e  re g u la r  n e tw o rk  s c h e d u le  re su m ed  on  bo th  
FM and  AM s ta t io n s  a t  KWKH.
In  th e  d e d ic a to ry  p rog ram , M ayor F an t s a id ,
M ore a n d  m ore ra d io  i s  p la y in g  an  im p o rtan t p a r t  in  th e  
b u s in e s s  o f hom e l i f e  o f th e  A m erican  p e o p le  by d is s e m in a t­
ing  n ew s an d  p ro v id in g  p le a s a n t  h o u rs  of e n te r ta in m e n t. I 
know  o f no in d u s try  th a t  h a s  m ade m ore p ro g re s s iv e  s t r id e s  
in  th e  p a s t  th re e  d e c a d e s . T oday in  our ow n KWKH a n o th e r  
fo rw ard  s te p  h a s  b e e n  m ade— th e  in a u g u ra tio n  o f  FM by  th is  
po w erfu l s t a t io n .  The m anagem en t by  in v e s tin g  m oney in  
o rd e r to  m ake th is  s ta t io n  m ere a c c e p ta b le  to  i t s  v a s t  l i s t e n ­
ing  a u d ie n c e  h a s  e x p re s s e d  c o n fid e n c e  n o t o n ly  in  th e  fu tu re  
o f ra d io , bu t in  th e  fu tu re  o f  S h rev ep o rt a n d  th e  e n tire  a re a  
s e rv e d .
T h is s ta t io n  h a s  b e e n  an d  w ill c o n tin u e  to  be  a  g re a t  
fa c to r  in  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f g re a te r  S h rev ep o rt and  a  g re a te r  
G u lf S o u th .
By b rin g in g  fre q u e n c y  m o d u la tio n  to  S h re v ep o rt, KWKH in tro d u c e d
to  l i s te n e r s  ra d io  w ith o u t s t a t i c ,  w ith o u t n o is e ,  w ith o u t in te r f e re n c e .
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Even during e le c tr ic a l  s to rm s , re c e p tio n  w ould  be  unm arred . T here 
w ould be  no d is to r tio n  or In te rfe re n c e  from  o th e r  b ro a d c a s tin g  s ta t io n s .  
Sounds w ould be fa ith fu lly  rep ro d u ced  and  m usic  w ould be re c e iv e d  in  a l l  
i t s  n a tu ra l b e a u ty . FM is  rad io  a t  i ts  b e s t ,  a cc o rd in g  to  H enry  C la y , 
m anager o f K W K H .^
In  the b eg in n in g , th e  s ta t io n  b ro a d c a s t  a num ber of s p e c ia l  p ro ­
gram s fo r freq u en cy  m odu la tion  e x c lu s iv e ly . The F ed e ra l C om m unication  
C om m ission  ru le  3 . 261 req u ire d  th e s e  s ta t io n s  to  b ro a d c a s t  th re e  hours 
befo re  6:00 p . m . and  th re e  h ou rs a fte rw ard  fo r a t l e a s t  a  to ta l  o f s ix  
h o u rs . KWKH m ade p la n s  to  in s t i tu te  s e p a ra te  program s for e a c h  
s ta tio n  w hen enough l i s te n e r s  p u rc h a se d  s p e c ia l  s e t s  to  c o n s t i tu te  
an  a d eq u a te  l is te n in g  a u d ie n c e . A lthough th e re  w as p ra c t ic a l ly  no 
re s p o n se  from th e  p u b lic  to  th o s e  p ro g ram s, C la y  c o n tin u e d  them  u n til 
1954 b e c a u se  he  f e l t  th a t th ey  p ro v id ed  s e rv ic e  to  m any l i s te n e r s  during 
th e  n igh ttim e and th e  s ta tio n  w ish e d  to  p ro v id e  th a t  s e r v ic e . ^
In  N ovem ber, 1949, a  new  au to m atic  sw itc h b o a rd  w as in s ta l le d  
a t  the  s ta t io n  to  im prove com m unica tion  b e tw ee n  s tu d io  o f f ic e s . ^  In  
1950 th e  s ta tio n  p u rc h a se d  a  new  Radio C o rp o ra tio n  of A m erica
42The S hreveport T im es, N ovem ber 21, 1948.
43 H enry C la y , le t t e r  to  F ed era l C om m unication  C om m ission  d a te d  
N ovem ber 29, 1954. In  f i le s  a t  KWKH.
4 4 H enry C la y ,le t te r  to  John D . Ewing d a te d  N ovem ber, 1949.
In f i le s  a t  KWKH.
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tra n s m itte r  w hich w as in s ta l le d  a t th e  tra n sm itte r  s ta tio n  a t D ix ie ,
45
L o u is ia n a .
GROWTH OF STAFF ORGANIZATION
On June 16, 1944, w hen th e  F edera l C om m unication  C om m ission  
app roved  th e  e x ch an g e  of KTBS for KTHS in  Hot S p rin g s , A rk an sas , John 
M cC orm ack who h ad  se rv e d  a s  g e n e ra l m anager for KWKH from th e  tim e 
i t  w as p u rc h a se d  by Ew ing, re s ig n e d . Upon h is  re s ig n a tio n  Fred O h l, 
who h ad  b een  program  d ire c to r , w as a p p o in ted  to  th e  p o s it io n  of g e n e ra l 
m an ag er. Follow ing th e  re s ig n a tio n  o f O hl in  O c to b e r, 1946, Kenneth 
K. Kell am who had  se rv e d  a s  m anager of Radio S ta tio n  KTHS, th e  
S h reveport T im es s ta t io n  in  Hot S p rin g s , becam e m an ag er. In  O c to b er, 
1947, H enry C la y  su c c e e d e d  K ellam . C la y , a t the  age  o f tw e n ty -s e v e n  
cam e from a s ta t io n  in  F lo re n ce , A labam a, to  d ire c t  th e  o p e ra tio n s  of 
Radio S ta tio n  KWKH and KTHS. H is  p h ilo so p h y  w as th a t  rad io  h as  a 
trem endous s e l l in g  pow er and  th a t  i t  sh o u ld  be  o p e ra te d  w ith  s t r ic t  o b ­
se rv a n c e  of so u n d  b u s in e s s  p r in c ip le s .  A g ra d u a te  of V anderb ilt 
U n iv e rs ity , C la y  le a rn e d  th e  rad io  b u s in e s s  th rough  a c tu a l  e x p e rie n c e . 
F irs t he  w orked in  a sm a ll s ta t io n  w ritin g  co p y , a n n o u n c in g , s e l l in g  tim e , 
and  a c tin g  a s  Ja n ito r . L a ter he  m anaged  a  sm a ll s ta tio n  u n til  h e  w as
45A ccording to  Antony and  G unning , th is  tra n sm itte r  w as th e  
f i r s t  fa c to ry -b u il t  tra n sm itte r  for th is  rad io  s ta t io n .
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em ployed  by KWKH a s  th e  y o u n g e s t m anager of a  fifty  k ilo w a tt s ta tio n  
in  the  c o u n try .
P rio r to  1950 C lay  s e rv e d  a s  S ta te  C om m ander o f th e  A m erican 
L egion; P re s id e n t of G oodw ill In d u s tr ie s  of S h rev ep o rt, a Com m unity 
C h e s t  ag en cy ; T reasu re r of B etter B u sin ess  Bureau; V estrym an of S t.
M a rk 's  E p isco p a l C hurch ; and  m em ber o f num erous boards d e s ig n e d  for 
c iv ic  w e lfa re .^
H orace  L . Logan re tu rn e d  to  KWKH fo llow ing  the  w ar in  th e  
c a p a c i ty  of c h ie f  a n n o u n ce r. B ecause  Logan had  c u lt iv a te d  a  hobby 
of s tu d y in g  firearm s and  h e a t  trea tm en t o f m e ta ls , he had  b een  r e ­
q u is i tio n e d  by th e  D efen se  D epartm ent during  th e  w ar and  p la c e d  in 
c h a rg e  of h e a t  tre a tin g  a t th e  L o u is ia n a  O rdnance  P la n t. Then he se rv e d  
on the  s ta f f  o f th e  Ordnance School a t  A berdeen Proving G rounds in 
M a ry lan d . A fter he  re tu rn e d  to  KWKH he  se rv e d  a s  c h ie f  an n o u n ce r 
u n til 1947 w hen he w as a p p o in ted  program  d ire c to r . Logan d e v o te d  a  
g en ero u s  am ount of h is  tim e to  c iv ic  a c t iv i t ie s  and  c h a r i ta b le  o rg a n iz a ­
tio n s  bo th  th rough  th e  s ta t io n  a n d  th rough  h is  p e rso n a l e f f o r t s . He 
s e rv e d  on co m m ittees  re p re se n tin g  th e  C addo  F oundation  for E x cep tio n a l 
C h ild re n , th e  Am erican L eg ion , G oodw ill In d u s tr ie s ,  Com m unity C h e s t ,  
V eterans H o s p ita l,  H ire th e  P h y s ic a lly  H a n d ica p p ed , and  num erous o th e r s .
^®Taken from a  sp e e c h  abou t C lay  in  1952 w hen he  w as aw arded  th e  
"Young M an of th e  Y ear" t i t le  in  S h rev ep o rt. S peech  on f i le  a t  KWKH.
^ S i n c e  1950 C lay  h a s  s e rv e d  tw o term s a s  P re s id e n t of the  
S h rev ep crt C ham ber of C om m erce .
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Frank P age w as prom oted  to  th e  p o s it io n  of c h ie f  an n o u n ce r in  
1950. P re v io u s ly , he had  w orked a t  a  b ro a d c a s tin g  s ta t io n  from  th e  a g e  
o f s ix te e n .  H is c iv ic  a c t iv i t ie s  in c lu d e d  a c tiv e  m em bersh ip  in  th e  
C ham ber of C om m erce and  th e  Kings H ighw ay C h r is tia n  C h u rc h .
Paul C raw ford , a n n o u n ce r, cam e to  KWKH in  S ep tem ber, 1948.
He h ad  b een  c o n n e c te d  w ith  rad io  s ta t io n s  for a  num ber of y e a rs  in  th e  
S hreveport a re a .  Ven M a rsh a ll ,  an n o u n ce r an d  "d isc  Jo c k ey , " w as em ­
p lo y ed  in  1950. He h ad  begun h is  rad io  c a re e r  fiv e  y e a rs  p re v io u s ly .
Dan S ork in , a n n o u n ce r, jo in e d  th e  s ta f f  in  1950, h av in g  p rev io u s  rad io  
e x p e rie n c e  . Ray B a rtle tt, who cam e to  KWKH in  1947 a s  an n o u n ce r, 
d e v e lo p ed  a p o p u la r "d isc  jo c k e y "  program  fo r th e  N egro p o p u la tio n . He 
tra v e le d  th e  KWKH lis te n in g  a re a  perform ing in  show s in  N egro sc h o o ls  
and th e a t r e s .  He em ployed  a  f iv e  p ie c e  N egro b a n d . W ith  h is  band  he 
m ade more th an  one  th o u sa n d  p u b lic  a p p e a ra n c e s  of w hich  a  num ber w ere 
in b e h a lf  of b e n e f it  fund d riv es  for su c h  o rg a n iz a tio n s  a s  th e  Red C r o s s , 
S h revepo rt B lind A sso c ia tio n , H eart Fund, V e terans H o s p ita l, an d  o th e r s .  
He a ls o  p ro d u ced  and  d ire c te d  c o m p le te  s ta g e  show s fo r m any lo c a l  
o rg a n iz a t io n s . He h e ld  m em bersh ip  in  th e  A m erican L eg io n , L io n 's  C lu b , 
and  c o -s p o n s o re d  a  c h i ld re n 's  b a s e b a l l  te a m .
Jam es Van S ick le  cam e to  KWKH in  1950 a s  new s e d ito r . Imme­
d ia te ly  fo llow ing  th e  p e riod  c o v e red  in  th is  s tu d y  he  a c h ie v e d  n a tio n a l
^ P r e s e n t  program  d ire c to r  an d  d ire c to r  of th e  L o u is ian a  H ay rid e .
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re c o g n itio n  for h is  re p o rts  on A ngola , th e  s ta te  p r is o n , a n d  on th e  slum
s i tu a t io n  in  S h re v e p o rt. For h is  s to ry  c o n c e rn in g  c o n d it io n s  a t  A ngola ,
Van S ic k le  w as fe a tu re d  in  L ife  M a g a z in e . The C o lu m b ia  ne tw ork  in v ite d
him  to  p rep a re  i ts  d o cu m en ta ry  su rv e y  on th e  S h rev ep o rt s lu m  c o n d itio n
w h ich  w as t e l e c a s t  on th e  E dw ard R. M urrow , S ee  I t  N ow , p rog ram , on
June 6 , 1953 . For h is  ra d io  re p o r tin g , th e  n ew s e d ito r  w a s  p re s e n te d  a
" D is t in g u is h e d  A ch ievem en t"  aw ard  by th e  N a tio n a l A s so c ia t io n  of Radio 
49N ew s D ir e c to r s .
In  th e  n ew s b u reau  Bob S h ip le y , w ho h a d  b e en  w ith  th e  s ta t io n  
s in c e  1939, s e rv e d  a s  n ew s d ire c to r  w here  he b ecam e  know n a s  th e  a c e  
n e w s c a s te r  fo r th e  a r e a .  D onald  M . E w ing, p o l i t ic a l  c o n s u l ta n t  to  th e  
new s b u re a u , w as a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  S h rev ep o rt T im e s . On S undays he 
h a d  a  re g u la r ly  s c h e d u le d  program  on w h ich  h e  b ro a d c a s t  a " s a l ty  
com m entary  to  th e  A rk -L a -T ex . " A nother T im es e m p lo y e e , B arney G h io , 
h ad  a  re g u la r ly  s c h e d u le d  sp o r ts  new s p ro g ram . In  D ecem ber, 1949,
G h io  h a d  re p la c e d  P au l M a n a s s e h  in  th is  p o s i t io n .  R eporte rs  in  th e  n ew s
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b u rea u  w ere  Ed Sm ith and  E lean o r G a u th ie r .
W . E . Antony s e rv e d  a s  c h ie f  e n g in e e r  for th e  s ta t io n  a n d  m ain ­
ta in e d  an  a m a te u r s ta t io n  fo r h im s e lf .  He a ls o  s e rv e d  a s  c o n s u ltin g  
e n g in e e r  w ith  B ro ad cast E n g in eerin g  S e rv ic e  of S h rev ep o rt and  a s
49KWKH D o ck e t 10477 , p .  10.
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te c h n ic a l  d ire c to r  o f KTHS in  H ot S p rin g s , A rk a n sa s . The a s s i s t a n t  
c h ie f  e n g in e e r , O . S . D ro k e , Jo in ed  KWKH in  1935 . He a s s i s t e d  in 
s u p e rv is in g  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f th e  5 0 ,0 0 0  w a tt  f a c i l i t i e s  and  th e  in ­
s ta l la t io n  o f th e  freq u e n cy  m o d u la tio n  s ta t io n .  In  h is  c a p a c i ty  a s  e n ­
g in e e r ,  he  h a d  m ade th e  d ire c tio n a l  a n te n n a  a d ju s tm e n ts  a n d  p roo f o f 
pe rfo rm an ce  m e a su re m e n ts . D ro k e , a  p a r tn e r  in  B ro a d c a s tin g  E n g in e e r­
in g  S e rv ic e , a  c o n su ltin g  e n g in e e r in g  firm , h a d  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  d e s ig n , 
in s ta l l a t io n ,  a n d  a d ju s tm e n t o f m any d ire c tio n a l  a n te n n a  s y s te m s .  In  
th is  c a p a c i ty ,  he  a p p e a re d  b e fo re  th e  F e d e ra l C o m m u n ica tio n s C om ­
m is s io n  m any tim e s  a s  an  e x p e r t  e n g in e e r  w i t n e s s . D uring  th e  w a r, 
D roke ta u g h t e n g in e e r in g  a t  C e n te n a ry  C o lle g e  fo r tw o ye a rs  . He had  
m ade an  in te n s iv e  s tu d y  o f te le v is io n  d e s ig n  an d  e q u ip m e n t, a n d  in  th is  
p ro c e s s  he  h a d  a c tu a l ly  w orked  on  te le v is io n  eq u ip m en t a t  W M C-TV 
in  M em p h is , T e n n e s s e e .  S in ce  1929 he  h e ld  th e  am a teu r ra d io  l ic e n s e  
fo r W5BHL.
Thom as C .  L in x w ile r , t r a n s m it te r  m a in te n a n c e  e n g in e e r ,  Jo in ed  
th e  e n g in e e r in g  s ta f f  a t  KWKH In 1948 . H e , to o , w as a  ra d io  a m a te u r , 
o p e ra tin g  W 50ES. L in x w ile r h a d  te n  y e a rs  o f e x p e r ie n c e  in  s e rv ic in g  
ra d io  r e c e iv e r s . He w orked  a s  fo rem an  o f c o m m u n ica tio n  m a in te n a n c e  
a t  B ark sd a le  Air F o rce  B ase from  1 9 4 2 -1 9 4 7 . D uring  one  y e a r  a t  th e  
M u n ic ip a l A irpo rt, h e  w as a  s e lf -e m p lo y e d  ra d io  a r lc ra f t  te c h n ic ia n .
Jack  Vernon J o n e s , c h ie f  s tu d io  e n g in e e r ,  cam e to  KWKH 
O c to b e r 2, 1945 . IJe h e ld  a  f i r s t  c l a s s  ra d io  te le p h o n e  l ic e n s e  s in c e
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1941. He h a d  e x p e r ie n c e  a s  t ra n s m itte r  e n g in e e r  an d  c h ie f  e n g in e e r  
in  Baton R ouge, L o u is ia n a , a n d  a t  s e v e ra l  p la c e s  in  M is s i s s ip p i .  H e 
h a d  a t te n d e d  c o lle g e  a t  L o u is ia n a  P o ly te c h n ic  I n s t i tu te ,  R uston , 
L o u is ia n a , an d  h a d  re c e iv e d  tra in in g  in  C h ic a g o , S h re v ep o rt, an d  
P h i la d e lp h ia .
Elmo D a v is  cam e to  KWKH A ugust 2 , 1950 , a s  c o n tro l o p e ra to r -  
e n g in e e r .  He re c e iv e d  h is  tra in in g  a t  th e  L e e s v il le  V ocational T rade 
S choo l an d  th e  S h re v ep o rt T rade S c h o o l. R eggie W ard  s e rv e d  a s  o p e ra to r  
on  th e  s tu d io  s t a f f .  Robert C .  S u ll iv a n , c o n tro l o p e ra to r , b e g a n  h is  
ra d io  c a re e r  w h ile  s e rv in g  in  th e  arm ed  fo rc e s ; he  h ad  a tte n d e d  S h rev ep o rt 
T rade Schoo l w here  he  s tu d ie d  te le v is io n  re c e iv e r s  an d  t r a n s m i t te r s .
Jam es T . B riggs b eg an  w ork w ith  KWKH in  Ja n u a ry , 1946, a s  
p rom otion  m an a g e r. In  th is  c a p a c i ty  h e  a s su m e d  th e  e d ito r ia l  d u tie s  
fo r O n th e  L e v e l, th e  s t a t i o n 's  p rom otion  p u b l ic a t io n . B riggs b rough t 
w ith  him  tw e n ty  y e a rs  o f e x p e r ie n c e  in  r e ta i l  a d v e r t is in g  d is p la y  an d  
c a rd  w r it in g . B riggs h e ld  m em bersh ip  in  th e  A d v e rtis in g  C lu b  o f 
S h re v ep o rt an d  th e  S ou thern  D lsp la y m e n 's  A s s o c ia t io n . H e p a r t ic ip a te d  
in  num erous c iv ic  o rg a n iz a tio n s  s u c h  a s  Red C ro s s  and  C om m unity  C h e s t .
F red A W a lk in s , J r . , e n te re d  ra d io  in  N ovem ber, 1946, a s  a  
s a le s m a n  for KWKH. P re v io u s ly , h e  h a d  b een  em p loyed  by a  b ro k erag e  
firm  and  an  au to m o b ile  firm . M rs . E lo ise  W . S n e e d , tra f f ic  m an ag er, 
h a d  b e e n  w ith  th e  s ta t io n  for a  num ber o f y e a r s .  A n a tiv e  o f S h rev ep o rt , 
M rs . S need  re c e iv e d  h e r  tra in in g  a t  a  b u s in e s s  s c h o o l .  She w as a
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m em ber o f th e  A ltru sa  C lu b , o ld e s t  c la s s i f i e d  s e rv ic e  c lu b  fo r w om en in  
S h re v ep o rt.
M rs . Jane  M . R ogge, Jo in ed  th e  s ta f f  in  M ay , 1939, a s  a  s te n o ­
g ra p h e r , In  Ju ly , 1941, M rs . Rogge w as p rom oted  to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f 
c h ie f  a c c o u n ta n t .  In  A d d itio n  to  h e r  d u t ie s  a t  KWKH, sh e  a ls o  s u p e r­
v is e d  th e  a c c o u n tin g  d e p a rtm e n t a t  KTHS in  L it t le  Rock a n d  KTRE in  
L ufk in , T e x a s , an d  th e  T e le s in e  A ntenna C o rp o ra tio n . M rs . Rogge w as 
g ra d u a te d  from M eadow s D raughon B u s in e ss  C o lle g e  in  S h re v e p o rt. In  
1942 M rs . M a rg a re t Row ell w a s  em p lo y ed  a t  KWKH, h a v in g  g ra d u a te d  
from  N o rto n 's  B u s in e ss  C o lle g e  in  S h re v e p o rt. For th e  n e x t few  y e a rs  
sh e  g a in e d  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  c o m m erc ia l, t r a f f ic ,  an d  p rom otion  d e ­
p a rtm e n ts  a s  w e ll a s  in  th e  o v e ra ll  o p e ra tio n  of th e  s ta t io n .  In  1946 
s h e  becam e s e c re ta ry  to  th e  g e n e ra l m a n a g e r .
O th e r s ta f f  m em bers in c lu d e d  Amber A k es, p rom otion  departm en t; 
M arg ie  Fory, a c c o u n tin g  d ep artm en t; M ary  B onner, r e c e p tio n is t ;  E d ith  
M ae S a n d e rs , t r a f f ic  d ep artm en t; E lo y ce  H ard aw ay , l ib ra r ia n ; Bobbye 
R u tled g e , p rogram  d ep artm en t; Ruth H u g h e s , co m m erc ia l d ep artm en t; an d  
Ruby W y a tt, p rogram  d e p a rtm e n t.
Radio S ta tio n  KWKH h a s  lo n g  b e e n  know n a s  th e  "V oice o f th e  
A rk -L a-T ex . 1,51 W ith  th e  p ro s p e c t  of te le v is io n  c o m p e tit io n  in  th e
** ^A rk-L a-T ex  i s  a  term  u s e d  by  r e s id e n ts  o f th e  a re a  su rro u n d in g  
th e  p o in t w here  th e  s t a te  l in e s  o f A rk a n sa s , L o u is ia n a , an d  T ex as m e e t.
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fu tu re  KWKH c o n tin u e d  to  b ro a d c a s t netw ork  and  lo c a l program s w h ile  
th e  m anagem ent m ade p la n s  to  add te le v is io n  to  th e  e x is tin g  s tu d io s  
for ra d io .
In S ep tem ber, 1949, C la y  a rran g ed  for th e  DuM ont C om pany to  
s e n d  a  T e le c ru is e r  for a  d e m o n s tra tio n  of te le v is io n  a t th e  S h reveport 
Home Show . For th e  te le v is io n  e n te rta in m e n t C o lum bia  B roadcasting  
System  s e n t  k in e s c o p e s  o f s e v e ra l o f th e ir  c u rre n t ne tw ork  p ro g ram s. 
T h ese  w ere  show n on num erous te le v is io n  s e t s  lo c a te d  th roughou t the  
b u ild in g  in  w hich  th e  Home Show w as h o u se d . In  a d d itio n  to  th e  f ilm s , 
a sy s te m  of c lo s e d  c irc u it  cam eras  and  m onito rs w as s e t  up in  th e  
b u ild in g  to  te le v is e  v is i to r s  a s  th e y  p a s s e d  b y .
In 1948 KWKH f ile d  a p p lic a tio n  w ith  th e  F ed era l C om m unication  
C om m ission  for T e le v is io n  C h ah n e l E ig h t. A ntony, Logan, and  o th e r 
s ta f f  m em bers m ade in te n s iv e  s tu d ie s  r e la tiv e  to  th e  p ro d u c tio n  of t e l e ­
v is io n . Antony s tu d ie d  in fo rm ation  su p p lie d  by th e  Radio C o rp o ra tio n  of 
A m erica, G en era l E le c tr ic , D uM ont, and  o th e r  c o m p a n ie s . In  1949 he  
in v e n te d  an d  d e v e lo p ed  a h igh  g a in  b road  band  te le v is io n  re c e iv in g  
a n te n n a  w hich  he c a l le d  " T e le s ln e .1
P e rso n n e l o f  th e  s ta t io n  sp e n t va ry ing  am ounts o f  tim e tra in in g  
fo r te le v is io n  and  se a rc h in g  for p ro sp e c tiv e  ta le n t  in  a n tic ip a tio n  of 
KWKH's re c e iv in g  th e  c h a n n e l for te le v is io n .  As re s e a rc h  and  tra in in g  
for te le v is io n  p ro g re s s e d , Radio S ta tio n  KWKH re a c h e d  an  a l l - t im e  high  
in  i ts  sh a re  o f a u d ie n c e  a s  in d ic a te d  by th e  H ooper ra tin g  for O c to b er and
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N ovem ber o f 1949 . KWKH h ad  a  sh a re  of a u d ie n c e  fig u re  of 40 . 2 
w h e re a s  th e  n e a r e s t  c o m p e tin g  s ta t io n  h a d  a sh a re  of a u d ie n c e  fig u re  
o f 2 8 .4 .  A ccording  to  th is  re p o r t ,  ra d io  b ro a d c a s tin g  w as n o t n e g le c te d  
in  th e  b id  fo r t e le v i s io n .
KWKH b e g an  to  u t i l i z e  m ore e x te n s iv e ly  th e  n ew ly  d e v e lo p e d  r e ­
c o rd in g  ta p e  a s  an  a id  to  b r o a d c a s t in g . T h is d e v ic e  p e rm itte d  a n n o u n c e rs  
to  re c o rd  co m m erc ia l a n n o u n cem en ts  fo r e n t i r e  p ro g ra m s . R ecorded  
an n o u n ce m e n ts  e n a b le d  th e  c o n tro l o p e ra to r  on  d u ty  a f te r  s ix  o 'c lo c k  
to  b ro a d c a s t  th e  e n tire  e v e n in g 's  p rog ram s w ith o u t th e  p re s e n c e  of an  
a n n o u n c e r.
In  s e le c t in g  p e rso n n e l re p la c e m e n ts  H enry  C la y ,  g e n e ra l  m an a g e r, 
c h o se  p e rs o n s  b e s t  s u i te d  an d  tra in e d  for th e  p o s i t io n .  He g a v e  e a c h  
a p p lic a n t  a  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  t e s t  w h ich  he  b e lie v e d  re v e a le d  le a d e r s h ip  
p o te n t ia l i t ie s  o r la c k  of them  and  a p t i tu d e s  an d  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  c e r ta in  
ty p e s  o f em p lo y m en t. W ith  th e  a id  o f th e s e  t e s t s  an d  a  re c o rd  of t r a in ­
ing  an d  e x p e r ie n c e , C la y  s e le c te d  th e  m o st s u i ta b le  p e rso n  to  f i l l  e a c h  
53v a c a n c y .
C la y  s a id  th a t  in  th e  n ew s b u rea u  h e  h ire d  o n ly  th o s e  p e rs o n s  
tra in e d  in  new s re p o rtin g  b e c a u s e  he  b e lie v e d  th a t  on ly  a  p e rs o n  w ith  
s u c h  tra in in g  c o u ld  e f f ic ie n tly  re p o rt th e  n e w s . I t  w as h is  b e l ie f  th a t
52 H o o p e ra tin q s  for S h re v e p o rt, L o u is ia n a  (N ew  York: C .  E . H o o p er, 
I n c . ,  O c to b e r , 1949 th rough  F eb ru ary , 1950).
53 H enry C la y , P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , M arch  26 , 1959 .
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n ew sm en  c o u ld  le a rn  to  a n n o u n c e  w h e re a s  a n n o u n c e rs  d id  n o t n e c e s -
54s a r i ly  le a rn  to  re p o r t  n e w s .
Two p ro g ra m s , The T a le n t Show  a n d  Your H igh  S ch o o l S p e a k s , 
w ere  p la n n e d  fo r h ig h  sc h o o l p u p il p a r t i c ip a t io n .  Your H igh  S ch o o l S p e a k s  
w a s  a  h a lf  h o u r forum  ta p e  re c o rd e d  in  g e n e ra l  a s s e m b ly  p ro g ram s o f 
lo c a l  h ig h  s c h o o ls .  The q u e s t io n s  w e re  d e te rm in e d  in  a d v a n c e  from  a  
p o ll  c o n d u c te d  am ong 700 h ig h  sc h o o l p u p i l s .  T he T a le n t Show  w a s  a  
w e e k ly  th ir ty  m inu te  m u s ic a l t a l e n t  p rogram  fe a tu r in g  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l 
g ro u p . ^
SUMMARY
F o llo w in g  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w a r , KWKH w as f a c e d  w ith  th e  s e p a r a t io n  
o f  s tu d io  f a c i l i t i e s  from  KTBS by th e  o rd e r  o f  th e  F e d e ra l C o m m u n ica tio n  
C o m m is s io n . The d iv is io n  of th e  s t a f f  to o k  p la c e  w h en  KTBS w a s  e x ­
c h a n g e d  fo r KTHS in  H ot S p r in g s , A rk a n s a s .
D uring  th is  p e r io d  o f r e a d ju s tm e n t  in  w h ic h  e m p h a s is  s h i f te d  from  
w artim e  e ffo r ts  to  p e a c e t im e  p u r s u i t s ,  p rog ram m ing  a s s u m e d  a  lo c a l  
n a tu r e .  In  1945 r e s t r i c t io n s  w ere  rem o v ed  from  n e w s  a n d  w e a th e r  re p o r ts ;  
c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  th e  n e w s  b u re a u  w a s  re o rg a n iz e d  a n d  p e rs o n n e l  w e re  d e le ­
g a te d  c o m p le te  freed o m  to  g a th e r ,  s e l e c t ,  a n d  b ro a d c a s t  n e w s .  The
54I b id .
^ T h e  L ogan  In te rv ie w  o f  1957 .
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s ta t io n  e re c te d  p e rm an en t c o n n e c tio n s  b e tw ee n  th e  w e a th e r  b u reau  
an d  KWKH in  o rd e r to  b ring  l i s te n e r s  w e a th e r  n ew s d ire c t  from  th e  
w e a th e r  b u re a u . As an  ou tg row th  of l i s te n e r  r e s p o n s e  to  fo lk  m u s ic , 
in  1948 th e  L o u is ia n a  H ay rid e  w as e s ta b l is h e d  a s  a re g u la r  S a tu rd ay  
n ig h t f e a tu re ,  re p la c in g  a ll  p rog ram s a t  KWKH e x c e p t n e w s c a s t s .
N ew  e q u ip m en t w as  a d d e d . In  1948 fre q u e n c y  m o d u la tio n  w as 
in s ta l l e d  an d  s ix  h o u rs  of h ig h  f id e l i ty  p rog ram s in s t i tu te d  e a c h  d a y . 
G e n e ra lly  th e s e  p rog ram s w ere  th e  sam e  o n e s  u s e d  in  th e  s ta n d a rd  
b r o a d c a s t s . R ecord ing  ta p e  w as u s e d  m ore f re q u e n tly  in  b ro a d c a s ts  
w h ich  p re v io u s ly  h a d  b e e n  " l iv e "  p e rfo rm a n c e s . In c re a s e d  u s e  w as 
m ade o f ta p e  re c o rd e d  co m m erc ia l a n n o u n c e m e n ts . In  1950 th e  f i r s t  
e n tir e ly  new  tra n s m itte r  w as  in s ta l l e d  a t  th e  t r a n s m itte r  s ta t io n  a t 
D ix ie , L o u is ia n a .
D uring th e  w ar n e w  s ta f f  m em bers w ere  la rg e ly  t ra in e d  a t  th e  
s t a t io n .  W ith  th e  en d  of w ar s k i l le d  re p la c e m e n ts  w ere  e n g a g e d  fo r 
p o s i t io n s  w h e re  th e y  w ere  n e e d e d . H enry  C la y , th e  p re s e n t  m an ag er, 
cam e  to  KWKH from  A labam a in  1947 to  becom e m an ag er o f th e  50 , 000 
w a tt  s ta t io n  a t  th e  *ge  o f 27 y e a r s .
CHAPTER VII
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
In th e  y ear 1922 H erbert H oover, S ec re ta ry  of C om m erce, c a lle d  
rad io  m anufactu rers and  b ro a d c a s te rs  to  W ash ing ton  for th e  f ir s t  d is ­
c u s s io n  of b ro ad c as tin g  problem s w ith governm ent le a d e r s .  That 
y e a r  th e  rad io  s ta tio n  w hich  grew  in to  the 5 0 ,0 0 0  w att c le a r  channe l 
s ta tio n , KWKH, had  i ts  beg inn ing  in  S h revepo rt. W illiam  E. Antony 
defeigned and  c o n s tru c te d  th e  tran sm itte r  w hich w as s a id  to  be the  
f i r s t  in  th e  Sou th . This s ta t io n , WAAG, b u ilt for the  E llio tt E lec tric  
C om pany, w as l ic e n s e d  by the  D epartm ent of Com m erce in  M ay, 1922. 
Shortly  a f te r  th is  d a te  the  s ta tio n  w as c lo s e d  by th e  D epartm ent of 
Com m erce b e c a u se  there  w as no reg u la rly  l ic e n s e d  o p e ra to r . Antony 
then  w ent to New O rle a n s , se c u re d  for h im se lf  a l ic e n s e ,  and  r e ­
opened  the  s ta t io n . Soon W illiam  G leev es  P a tte rso n , a  d e a le r  in  rad io  
re c e iv in g  s e t s ,  p u rch a se d  the  s ta tio n  from Antony, who b u ilt  a  new  
tra n sm itte r , m aking u se  of two 50 w att tu b es  d e s ig n ed  e s p e c ia l ly  for 
b ro ad c as tin g  p u rp o se s . This s ta t io n , WGAQ, w as more prom ising  than  
WAAG b e c a u se  it  w as more pow erful and  i t  co n ta in e d  reg u la r  b ro a d c a s t­
ing tu b es  w hereas WAAG had  been  b u ilt around  two te lep h o n e  re p e a te r  
tu b e s .  Programming for th is  s ta tio n  c o n s is te d  of A ntony 's read in g  th e  
Shreveport n ew sp ap ers  and  p lay ing  phonograph reco rd s w hich P a tte rs o n 's  
cu stom ers re q u e s te d . In a d d itio n  th e re  w ere perfo rm ances by som e lo ca l
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t a l e n t e d  p e r s o n s . A fter a  b r ie f  p e r io d  o f s u c h  b r o a d c a s t s  P a t te r s o n  
e x p e r ie n c e d  f in a n c ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s . In  o rd e r  to  m a in ta in  th e  s t a t i o n  
in  1924  th e  o w n e r  s o ld  p a r t  i n t e r e s t  to  W . K. H e n d e r s o n ,  th e  S h re v e p o r t  
T im e s , a n d  th e  o w n e rs  o f  th e  Y o u ree  H o te l ,  r e t a in in g  a  one^-fo u rth  
i n t e r e s t  fo r  h im s e l f .
W ith  t h i s  c h a n g e  o f  o w n e r s h ip  th e  s t a t i o n  w a s  m o v ed  from  
A n to n y 's  hom e to  s tu d io s  in  th e  Y o u ree  H o te l ,  th e  p o w e r  w a s  i n ­
c r e a s e d  to  250 w a t t s ,  a n d  p ro g ra m s  w e re  b r o a d c a s t  r e g u la r ly  e a c h  
n i g h t .  P ro g ra m m in g  w a s  m a in ly  d e v o te d  to  l o c a l  t a l e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e s .  
F o r a  b r ie f  t im e  th e  b r o a d c a s t s  a p p e a le d  to  S h re v e p o r t  c i t i z e n s .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h o s e  c i t i z e n s  c o m p la in e d  w h e n  th e  s t a t i o n  in te r f e r e d  w ith  
r e c e p t io n  o f  b r o a d c a s t s  o f  m ore  d i s t a n t  s t a t i o n s .  W . K. H e n d e r s o n , 
o n e  o f  th e  p a r t n e r s ,  p ro p o s e d  to  e l im in a te  th e  in te r f e r e n c e  b y  m ak in g  
m a jo r  im p ro v e m e n ts  to  th e  f a c i l i t i e s . W ith  t h i s  v ie w  in  m in d  h e  p u r ­
c h a s e d  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f a l l  th e  p a r tn e r s  e x c e p t  t h a t  o f  P a t t e r s o n .
In  J u n e , 192 5 , th e  n e w  o w n e r  s e c u r e d  a  l i c e n s e  to  o p e r a te  w ith  
5 00  w a t t  p o w e r .  H e n d e r s o n  lo c a t e d  th e  p o w e r  p la n t  a n d  g e n e r a to r  a t  
K e n n o n w o o d , L o u is ia n a ,  h i s  c o u n try  e s t a t e  e ig h t e e n  m ile s  n o r th  o f 
S h re v e p o r t  a n d  c o n t in u e d  to  b r o a d c a s t  from  th e  s tu d io s  in  th e  Y o u ree  
H o te l .  D u rin g  th e  su m m e r o f  19 2 5 , h e  p r e p a r e d  h i s  c o u n try  hom e to  
r e c e iv e  th e  b r o a d c a s t in g  s tu d io s  a n d  s t a f f  m em b ers  to  c o m p le te  h i s  
r a d io  s t a t i o n  a t  K e n n o n w o o d . By S e p te m b e r  1 , h e  m o v ed  th e  s tu d io s  
anc' i n c r e a s e d  th e  p o w e r  to  1000 w a t t s .  O n e  s m a ll  b r o a d c a s t in g  s tu d io
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w a s  r e ta in e d  in  S h re v ep o rt a t th e  H e n d e rso n  Iron  W orks a n d  S upp ly  
C om pany  o f f ic e .  Then th e  o w n er c h a n g e d  th e  s ta t io n  c a l l  l e t t e r s  from  
WGAQ to  KWKH, w h ich  m ea n t W . K. H e n d e rs o n 's  s t a t io n ,  b ro a d c a s t in g  
from  K ennonw ood. On S e p tem b er 25 , 1925 , R adio  S ta tio n  KWKH b e g a n  
b ro a d c a s ts  from  K ennonw ood u s in g  1000 w a tts  o f p o w e r. W ith in  a  few  
d a y s  th e  s ta t io n  r e c e iv e d  a lm o s t 1 ,0 0 0  l e t t e r s  from  l i s t e n e r s  a n d  th e  
o w n er d is c o v e re d  th e  p o w er o f ra d io .
P rogram m ing for th e  f i r s t  s e v e ra l  y e a r s  c o n s i s te d  a lm o s t  e n t i r e ly  
o f p la y in g  p h o n o g rap h  r e c o r d s .  H e n d e rso n  b e g a n  to  u t i l i z e  th e  a ir  w a v e s  
to  v o ic e  h is  id e a s  a n d  o p in io n s  a b o u t s u b je c t s  w h ich  in te r e s te d  h im . 
T hrough th e  m edium  of ra d io  h e  e x p re s s e d  h is  d i s l ik e  o f m o n p o lie s .
Two ty p e s  of a l le g e d  m o n p o lie s  e s p e c ia l ly  e n g a g e d  h is  a t te n t io n ,  
c h a in  ra d io  s ta t io n s  a n d  c h a in  r e ta i l  s t o r e s . In  a d d itio n  he  w as 
p a r t ic u la r ly  a ro u s e d  a b o u t w h a t he  te rm ed  d is c r im in a t io n  a g a in s t  th e  
S ou th  by th e  F e d e ra l re g u la tin g  a g e n c ie s ,  th e  D ep artm en t of C om m erce  
a n d  i t s  s u c c e s s o r ,  th e  F e d e ra l R adio C o m m is s io n . By 1930 th e  b ro a d ­
c a s t e r  w as  s p e a k in g  on th e  a i r  a  la rg e  p a r t  o f h is  t im e . H is  l i s t e n e r  
r e s p o n s e  w as s u c h  th a t  in  1930 R adio S ta tio n  KWKH w on th e  R adio  
D ig e s t  p o p u la r i ty  a w ard  fo r th e  S o u th .
H e n d e rso n  p io n e e re d  in  tw o  p h a s e s  o f r a d io  b ro a d c a s t in g .  The 
f i r s t ,  b ro a d c a s t in g  re c o rd e d  m u sic  d i r e c t ly  from  th e  t r a n s c ro p t io n  in to  
th e  t r a n s m it te r ,  w as a  n e w  id e a  in  b ro a d c a s t in g .  The s e c o n d  w as th e  
s a l e  o f c o ffe e  d ire c t  from  th e  s ta t io n  to  l i s t e n e r s ,  a  p ro c e d u re  w h ich  
H enry  C la y  c a l le d  H e n d e rs o n ’s c o n tr ib u tio n  to  ra d io  a d v e r t is in g .
Prio r to  1930 th e  s ta t io n  s h a re d  b ro a d c a s t  tim e  w ith  WWL in  N ew  
O r le a n s . H ow ever, in  th a t  y e a r  th e  b ro a d c a s te r  w as g ra n te d  p e rm iss io n  
to  in c re a s e  th e  pow er to  1 0 ,0 0 0  w a tts  an d  b ro a d c a s t  on  a c le a r  c h a n n e l.  
At th is  tim e H en d erso n  u s e d  th e  s ta t io n  to  c o n d u c t a  n a tio n a l  fig h t 
a g a in s t  c h a in  s t o r e s . The fo llo w in g  tw o y e a rs  sa w  th e  ow ner s tru g g le  
to  m a in ta in  h is  s ta t io n  a s  w ith  in c re a s in g  freq u e n cy  o th e r  ra d io  s ta t io n s  
a p p lie d  fo r th e  KWKH c h a n n e l . A lthough H en d erso n  m an ag ed  to  r e ta in  
h is  w a v e le n g th  th rough  num erous F ed e ra l Radio C o m m issio n  h e a r in g s , 
th e  C o m m issio n  g ra d u a lly  in c re a s e d  i ts  p o w er to  re g u la te  b ro a d c a s tin g  
an d  m oved to  b ring  ra d io  s ta t io n s  in to  co n fo rm ity  w ith  th e ir  r u l e s .
F in a lly , H en d erso n  s o ld  th e  s ta t io n  to  Sam D . H u n te r, a  S h rev ep o rt 
b u s in e s s  m an . H u n te r m oved th e  s ta t io n  b a c k  to  f jh rev ep o rt, re ta in in g  
th e  c a l l  l e t t e r s  o f KWKH.
The new  ow ner em p loyed  e x p e r ie n c e d  p e rs o n n e l from th e  E as t to  r e ­
o rg a n iz e  th e  s ta t io n  an d  to  e s ta b l i s h  program m ing in  p re p a ra tio n  for 
a f f i l ia t in g  w ith  a  n e tw o rk . A pparen tly  th o s e  p e rs o n s  a c c o m p lish e d  
th e ir  p u rp o se  b e c a u s e  in  1934 KWKH becam e th e  one  h u n d red th  ra d io  
s ta t io n  to  a s s o c ia t e  i t s e l f  w ith  th e  C o lu m b ia  B ro ad castin g  S y s te m .
D uring 1935 th e  S h rev ep o rt T im es pu rc h a s e d  KWKH. U nder th e  p re s id e n c y  
o f John D . E w ing, p u b lis h e r  o f th e  T im e s , th e  s ta t io n  s e t  a b o u t to  e s ­
ta b l i s h  i t s e l f  a s  a p u b lic  s e rv ic e  in s tru m e n t, a  co m m erc ia l e n te rp r is e ,  
and  a  m eans of a p p e a l to  a ll  th e  p e o p le  in  th e  l is te n in g  a re a .  At the  
tim e  o f th e  p u rc h a se  Ew ing com bined  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  an d  s ta f f  o f KWKH
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w ith  the  o th e r S h reveport T im es s ta t io n ,  KTBS, a t  th e  Youree H o te l. He 
re ta in e d  the  KTBS m anager and  em ployed  m ainly  lo c a l p e rso n n e l for th e  
s ta t io n .  In 1936 th e  tw o Tim es s ta t io n s  w ere m oved in to  jo in t s tu d io s  
e s p e c ia l ly  d e s ig n e d  fo r rad io  b ro a d c a s ts  w here th e y  c o n tin u ed  to  sh a re  
s ta f f  and  p e rso n n e l m em b ers.
Program m ing w as abou t e v en ly  d is tr ib u te d  be tw een  lo c a l and  n e t­
w ork p re s e n ta t io n s .  L ocal program s c o n s is te d  m ain ly  of ta lk s  by lo c a l 
p e rso n s  and  m u sic , bo th  v o ca l and  in s tru m e n ta l. N ew s w as tak en  from 
the w ire  s e rv ic e  in s ta l la t io n  and  b ro a d c a s t by KWKH a n n o u n c e rs . S ta tio n  
an n o u n ce rs  w ere e x p e c te d  to  e x e rc is e  o r ig in a lity  by c re a tin g  th e ir  own 
c o n tin u ity  for the  su s ta in in g  p ro g ra m s . By u t i l iz in g  th e  ta le n ts  of the  
a n n o u n ce rs  th e  s ta tio n  p lan n e d  program s d e s ig n e d  to  in te r e s t  a  w ide 
a u d ie n c e  and  to  e l i c i t  l i s te n e r  r e s p o n s e .
As a re a  b u s in e s s  c o n d itio n s  im proved w ith  the  rap id  a d v a n c e s  of 
the  n earb y  o il in d u s try  Radio S ta tio n  KWKH b u s in e s s  c o n d itio n s  a ls o  im ­
p ro v ed . The s ta tio n  p la c e d  m ajor e m p h a s is  upon th e  se cu rin g  of lo c a l 
a d v e r t is e rs  u n til 1936 w hen more s t r e s s  w as p la c e d  on a ttra c tin g  n a tio n a l 
a d v e r t is e r s .  At th is  tim e Ewing se c u re d  th e  "m ust"  c la u s e  w ith  C olum bia 
n e tw o rk , a p ro v is io n  w hich  a s s u re d  th e  s ta t io n  of a s u b s ta n t ia l  com ­
m erc ia l b u s in e s s  w h en ev er n a tio n a l b u s in e s s  firm s a d v e r tis e d  in  the  
S o u th w e s t. U nder the  term s o f th is  c o n tra c t  an  a d v e r t is e r  who pu r­
c h a s e d  com m ercial tim e over any  s ta t io n  in  th e  S ou thw est C o lum bia 
c h a in  m ust a ls o  p u rc h a se  eq u a l tim e from KWKH. In 1939 th e  s ta t io n
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in c re a s e d  th e  b ro a d c a s t  pow er to  5 0 ,0 0 0  w a t ts ,  g iv in g  i t  th e  m axim um  
pow er a llo w e d  by th e  F ed e ra l C om m un ication  C o m m iss io n .
In 1941 The U n ited  S ta te s  e n te re d  W orld  W ar II, b rin g in g  KWKH 
in to  a n o th e r  e ra  in  i ts  b ro a d c a s t  h is to ry .  A lm ost im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  th e  
d e c la ra tio n  o f h o s t i l i t i e s ,  th e  s ta t io n  f e l t  th e  sh o r ta g e  of p e rs o n n e l a s  
m ore an d  more s ta f f  m em bers e n l i s te d ,  w ere  d ra f te d  in to  th e  arm ed 
s e r v ic e s ,  o r e n te re d  th eem iio y m en t o f d e fe n s e  in d u s t r ie s .  The m an a g e ­
m ent t ra in e d  new  p e rso n n e l to  f i l l  v a c a n t p o s i t io n s .  M ore w om en w ere 
h ire d , e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  new s room  w here  th e y  p re p a re d  th e  new s for 
a n n o u n c e rs . B ro a d ca s t te c h n iq u e s  w ere  a f fe c te d  b e c a u s e  on ly  th e  m ost 
v i ta l  re p la c e m e n ts  c o u ld  be m ade for w orn ou t e q u ip m e n t. W artim e 
r e s t r ic t io n s  c u r ta i le d  a ll  n ew  b u ild in g  an d  s ta t io n s  w ere  fo rced  to  
o p e ra te  w ith  eq u ip m en t an d  m a te r ia ls  on h a n d  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  of th e  
c o n f l ic t .  B ro a d ca s te rs  im p o sed  upon th e m s e lv e s  c e r ta in  r e s t r ic t io n s  
by e lim in a tin g  p rog ram s w h ich  w ou ld  be o f p o s s ib le  s e rv ic e  to  th e  en em y . 
S tr ic t  c e n s o rs h ip  w as o b se rv e d  to  p re v e n t a id  to  th e  enem y or u n n e c e s ­
sa ry  a la rm  to  l i s t e n e r s .
The e m p h a s is  in  program m ing s h if te d  to  n ew s on th e  n a tio n a l  an d  
in te rn a tio n a l  l e v e l .  At th e  h e ig h t o f th e  c o n f l ic t  KWKH p re s e n te d  115 
re g u la r ly  s c h e d u le d  n e w s c a s ts  e a c h  w eek  an d  a ire d  num erous s p e c ia l  
b u l le t in s  and  p rogram s a t  any  tim e w hen th e  s i tu a t io n  w a rran ted  i t .  As 
a  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  th e  s ta t io n  s o ld  b o n d s , p a r t ic ip a te d  in  m ilita ry  s e rv ic e  
e n lis tm e n t c a m p a ig n s , an d  p re s e n te d  w ar tra n s p o r ta tio n  in fo rm a tio n . It
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p e rfo rm ed  num erous o th e r  s e r v ic e s  w h ich  a id e d  th e  g o v ern m en t a n d  a t  
th e  sam e  tim e s e rv e d  l i s t e n e r s  by  p re s e n t in g  in fo rm a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  how  
o n e  c o u ld  b e s t  h e lp  th e  w ar e f fo r t .
D uring  th e  w ar th e  F e d e ra l C o m m u n ic a tio n  C o m m iss io n  in i t ia te d  
tw o  a c t io n s  w h ich  h a d  a  fa r  re a c h in g  e f f e c t  on  KWKH. F ir s t  th e  C om ­
m is s io n  in v e s t ig a te d  th e  s ta t io n  b e c a u s e  o f i t s  n e w s p a p e r  o w n e rs h ip .
F or th re e  y e a r s  no  s e t t le m e n t  w as m ade  in  th is  c a s e  u n til  1944 w hen  th e  
C o m m iss io n  c lo s e d  th e  i s s u e  w ith o u t ta k in g  a c t io n .  In  th e  m ean tim e  
th e  C o m m iss io n  e n a c te d  th e  m u ltip le  o w n e rsh ip  ru le  w h ic h  fo rc e d  th e  
s e p a ra t io n  of o w n e rsh ip  of KWKH an d  KTBS. E w ing e x c h a n g e d  Radio 
S ta tio n  KTBS fo r  R adio S ta tio n  KTHS in  H ot S p r in g s , A rk a n s a s . A lthough  
KWKH an d  KTBS w ere  a b le  to  d iv id e  th e ir  s t a f f  m e m b e rs , th e y  w ere  u n a b le  
to  s e p a r a te  s tu d io  f a c i l i t i e s  b e c a u s e  o f th e  l im ita t io n s  im p o se d  on  n ew  
c o n s t ru c t io n s  by th e  W ar P ro d u c tio n  B oard . T his s i tu a t io n  fa c e d  th e  
KWKH m an ag em en t a t  th e  e n d  o f th e  w a r a s  th e  s ta t io n  e n te re d  in to  p o s t  
w a r  a d ju s tm e n ts .  M o n ito rin g  of p ro g ram s w a s  d is c o n tin u e d ;  a l l  r e s t r i c ­
t io n s  upon  v is i to r s  w ere  rem o v ed  a n d  s e c u r i ty  m e a s u re s  w ere  no lo n g e r  
e n fo rc e d .
W ith  th e  e a s in g  o f  w a rtim e  r e s t r i c t io n s  KTBS m oved  a n d  KWKH m ade 
p la n s  fo r a d d it io n s  to  th e  e x is t in g  b r o a d c a s t in g  f a c i l i t i e s . T h ese  p la n s  
In c lu d e d  a d d in g  a  f re q u e n c y  m o d u la tio n  s ta t io n  to  th e  s ta n d a rd  b ro a d ­
c a s t in g  s t a t i o n .  I n  1948 th e  f re q u e n c y  m o d u la tio n  s ta t io n  w a s  a d d e d  
a n d  s ix  h o u rs  of p ro g ram s w ere  a ir e d  e a c h  d a y  o v e r th is  f a c i l i t y .  In
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1950 KWKH b u ilt  a  n ew  tra n s m ittin g  p la n t a t  D ix ie , L o u is ia n a . This 
tra n sm ittin g  eq u ip m en t w as th e  f i r s t  in  the  h is to ry  of th e  s ta t io n  w hich  
w as e n tire ly  n ew  and  h ad  no t b een  p a r t ia l ly  m ade by  th e  e n g in e e r s .
The s ta f f  o rg a n iz a tio n  r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  an d  e x p a n d e d . M any form er 
e m p lo y ee s  re tu rn e d  an d  m any new  s ta f f  m em bers w ere  e m p lo y e d . In  
1947 H enry C la y , a t  th e  a g e  o f 27 y e a r s .  Jo in ed  th e  s ta t io n  a s  g e n e ra l 
m a n a g e r. The n ew s b u rea u  w as re o rg a n iz e d  and  on ly  m en tra in e d  for 
new s rep o rtin g  w ere  h ire d  in  th a t  d iv is io n .  W hen th is  p o lic y  of h irin g  
o n ly  new sm en  w as a c c e p te d ,  th e  new s b u reau  becam e a v i ta l  p a r t  of 
th e  s ta t io n ,  s e p a ra te  from a n n o u n ce rs  who h ad  no  tra in in g  in  new s r e ­
p o r tin g . S ta tio n  a n n o u n c e rs  w ere  e n c o u ra g e d  to  d e v e lo p  p rogram s in  
w hich  th e y  c o u ld  u se  th e ir  in d iv id u a l t a l e n t s .  As a r e s u l t  s e v e ra l  
p rogram s w h ich  g a in e d  p ro m in en ce  w ere  d e v e lo p e d .
W hen an n o u n ce m e n ts  w ere m ade th a t  te le v is io n  c h a n n e ls  w ould  
be a v a i la b le  to  S h re v ep o rt, KWKH a p p lie d  to  th e  F ed e ra l C om m un ica tion  
C o m m issio n  fo r a  c h a n n e l .  The s ta t io n  th e n  m ade p la n s  for th e  p o s s ib le  
a d d itio n  of a  te le v is io n  s ta t io n .  H o w ev er, program m ing p r a c t ic e s  an d  
te c h n iq u e s  of th e  ra d io  s ta t io n  c o n tin u e d  a s  fo rm erly . The s ta t io n  in ­
c re a s e d  th e  u se  o f ta p e  re c o rd in g s  w hich  w ere  u s e d  a f te r  6 :00 p .  m. 
w hen no  p e rs o n a l p e rfo rm an ces  w ere  s c h e d u le d .
CONCLUSIONS
W illiam  E. Antony w as a p io n e e r  w ith  an  en d u rin g  in te r e s t  in  r a d io . 
H is c u r io s i ty  a b o u t tra n s m ittin g  hum an v o ic e  ov e r th e  a ir  w av es le d  him
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in to  th e  p roduction  a s p e c t  of b ro a d c a s tin g . Even w hen th e  D epartm ent 
o f C om m erce fo rced  him to  c lo s e  h is  s t  a tio n  he  w as u n d au n ted  and 
rem ed ied  th e  o v e rs ig h t of h is  fa ilu re  to  have a  te lep h o n e  o p e ra to rs  
l ic e n s e  by se cu rin g  the  req u ire d  l ic e n s e  in  1922. A ntony 's su b se q u e n t 
c o n tr ib u tio n  to  rad io  h a s  c a rr ie d  in to  th e  p re s e n t p e rio d . He o rig in a te d  
th e  f i r s t  rad io  s ta tio n  in  S h reveport and  s e t  th e  p a tte rn  for l a te r  p rogram ­
ming w hen he a ire d  phonograph  reco rd s  and  b ro a d c a s t th e  new s beg inn ing  
in  1922.
W illiam  G le ev e s  P a tte rso n  w as an  Im portan t lin k  in  th e  c o n tin u a tio n  
o f the  s ta tio n  b e c a u se  he fin a n c e d  an e n la rg e d  b ro a d c a s tin g  tra n sm itte r  
fo r Antony and in te re s te d  W . K. H enderson  and John D. Ewing in  rad io  
b r o a d c a s ts .
W . K. H enderson  e s ta b l is h e d  p re c e d e n ts  w hen he a ire d  e le c tr ic a l ly  
tra n s c r ib e d  rec o rd s  d ire c tly  th rough  a tra n s m itte r  and  w hen h e  s o ld  a 
m illion  pounds of c o ffe e  by a d v e rtis in g  over the  s ta t io n .  He b u ilt  a  
lo y a l fo llow ing  am ong l is te n e r s  and  se c u re d  a  trem endous l i s te n e r  r e ­
sp o n se  to  h is  b ro a d c a s ts .  H enderson  w as a  c ru s a d e r  who ro se  to  n a tio n a l 
a tte n tio n  p rim arily  b e c a u se  of h is  c o u rag e  to  c h a ra c te r iz e  c e r ta in  fo rce s  
w hich he  reg a rd ed  a s  d e trim en ta l to  th e  common m an. The th ree  fo rc e s  
a g a in s t  w hich  he  d ev o ted  m ost o f h is  e n e rg ie s  w ere c h a in  rad io  s ta t io n ,  
c h a in  r e ta i l  s to r e s ,  and  th e  U nited  S ta te s  D epartm ent o f C om m erce .
D e sp ite  H e n d e rso n 's  o p p o sitio n  to  c h a in  rad io  s ta t io n s ,  the  c h a in s  
d e v e lo p ed  in to  pow erful a g e n c ie s  w hich  c o n tro lle d  th e  im portan t ta le n t  and
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e n lis te d  th e  m ajor rad io  s ta tio n  th roughou t th e  U nited  S ta te s  to a f f i l ia te  
w ith  them . In h is  c ru sa d e  a g a in s t  th e  c h a in  re ta i l  s to r e s ,  H enderson  
p o in ted  to  a b se n te e  ow ners who p a id  no  ta x  and  to  th e  fa ilu re  of m anu­
fa c tu re rs  to  la b e l s iz e s  of c a n n e d  fo o d s . H is o p p o s itio n  to  c h a in  
s to re s  a ttra c te d  n a tio n w id e  a t te n t io n . P e rh ap s h is  c r i t ic is m s  o f the  
D epartm en t of C om m erce h ad  th e  m ost e f f e c t . H en d erso n  open ly  
flau n ted  th is  d ep a rtm e n t. He an d  o th e rs  who h e ld  s im ila r  v iew s 
brought p re s s u re s  to  b e a r  on C o n g ress  to  p a s s  n e e d e d  le g is la t io n  
c o n ce rn in g  b r o a d c a s ts . H enderson  h a ra s s e d  th e  F edera l Radio Com ­
m iss io n  a s  he had  i ts  p re d e c e s s o r , the  D epartm en t of C om m erce . He 
c o n tin u ed  th is  h a ra s sm e n t u n til the  C om m ission  s tre n g th e n e d  i ts  p o s i ­
t io n  to  th e  po in t w here  i t  co u ld  d ea l w ith  b ro a d c a s te rs  lik e  h im . Prior 
to  1932 H enderson  p roved  to  th e  C om m ission  th a t  he w as th e  s tro n g e r. 
He o b ta in e d  th is  proof by e n lis t in g  th e  a id  o f h is  l is te n e r s  who a ro se  
to  de fen d  th e  s ta tio n  w henever a  n eed  a ro s e .  The F edera l Radio Com ­
m iss io n  p robab ly  re c o g n iz e d  th a t  o th e rs  co u ld  o b ta in  s im ila r  l is te n e r  
su p p o rt for d e fe n se  of th e ir  s t a t i o n s . I t  is  p ro b ab le  th a t  b e c a u se  of 
th is ,  th ey  s e t  abou t to  im prove th e ir  s ta tu s  in  reg u la to ry  p o w er. It 
th e re fo re  a p p e a rs  th a t H en d erso n  c o n tr ib u te d  in  th is  m anner to  th e  e s ­
ta b lish m e n t of th e  F ed era l C om m unication  C om m ission  in  1934.
John D. Ewing o ffe rs  a  c o n tra s t  in  p o lic y  and  m anagem ent of th e  
rad io  s ta t io n .  He em ployed  c a p a b le  p e rso n n e l to  o p e ra te  and  m anage 
th e  rad io  s ta t io n .  He w as p u b lish e r  o f th e  S hreveport T im es and  no t a
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b ro a d c a s te r; h is  few  sp e e c h e s  on th e  rad io  w ere  in  th e m se lv e s  new s 
w orthy . There a re  reco rd s  of h is  sp e ak in g  w hen th e  s ta t io n  in c re a s e d  
i ts  pow er to  5 0 ,0 0 0  w a tts  in  1939 and w hen th e  s ta tio n  In s ta l le d  th e  
new  tra n s m itte r  p la n t in  1950. A lthough h is  b iog raphy  re g u la rly  a p ­
p e a re d  in  W h o 's  W ho in  A m erica. E w ing 's  fam e r e s t s  on h is  e x e c u tiv e  
p o s it io n  a s  ow ner of a  la rg e  n e w sp a p e r an d  of s e v e ra l rad io  s t a t i o n s .
He e x p e c te d  h is  rad io  s ta tio n  m anagers to  h ire  co m p e ten t an n o u n ce rs  
who co u ld  s u c c e s s fu l ly  se rv e  th e  s ta t io n  and th e  in d u s tr ia l  firm s w hich  
th e y  a d v e r t is e d .
U nder th e  o w n ersh ip  o f th e  S h reveport T im es th e  rad io  s ta t io n  
had  s e v e ra l d iffe ren t m a n a g e rs . John M cC orm ack , the  f i r s t  m anager, 
w as c re d ite d  by Ewing of doing more th an  any  o th e r  p e rso n  in  d e v e lo p ­
ing  KWKH w ith  th e  C o lum bia  n e tw o rk .1 O b se rv e rs  s a id  th a t  M cC orm ack 
w as k e en ly  a le r t  to  th e  p o te n t ia l i t ie s  o f d ev e lo p in g  KWKH in to  a pow er­
ful rad io  s ta t io n .  He g u id ed  the  a d m in is tra tio n  in th e  e a r ly  d ay s  w hen 
th e  s ta t io n  w a s  s tru g g lin g  for re c o g n itio n  by lo c a l  and  n a tio n a l a d ­
v e r t is e r s  . U nder h is  d ire c tio n  i t  w as g ra n te d  th e  maximum in c re a s e  in  
p o w er. It se em s th a t M cC orm ack s k il lfu lly  d ire c te d  th e  a ffa irs  u n til 
the  s ta t io n  h ad  a c h ie v e d  m atu rity  in  th e  b ro a d c a s t f ie ld .
H enry C la y , p re s e n t m anager, jo in e d  th e  s ta f f  p rio r to  the  tim e 
w hen te le v is io n  p o se d  a  th re a t  to  ra d io . He h ad  th e  ta s k  of fo rm ula ting
^■KWKH, 25th A nniversary  S o u v en ir . 1950, p .  1.
217
p o lic ie s  w hich  c a u s e d  KWKH to  c o n tin u e  a s  a  s ta tio n  w h ich  p eo p le  
l is te n e d  to  and  h e e d e d . He a v o id ed  c o n v ertin g  th e  s ta t io n  in to  a 
medium  for background  co m p a n io n sh ip . C lay  is  n o ted  fo r h is  p u b lic  
s e rv lg e s  and  fo r th e  fo rm ula tion  of th e  L o u is ian a  H a y r ld e .
B. G . R obertson  becam e w id e ly  know n a s  an  a n n o u n c e r. Al­
though  he w as em ployed  in  th e  c a p a c i ty  of an  e x e c u tiv e  he c o n tin u ed  
se rv in g  a s  a n n o u n ce r, e s p e c ia l ly  fo r s p e c ia l  e v e n ts  b ro a d c a s ts .
A nother an n o u n ce r, H orace  L ogan , e x c e lle d  in  tw o a re a s  of b ro ad ­
c a s t in g  . O nce Wi en  he c o n d u c te d  a d v e r tis in g  on an  e a r ly  m orning 
program , th e  sp o n so r m ade a reco rd  num ber o f s a le s  ev en  though  th e  
on ly  a d v e r tis in g  w as m ade a t  th a t  e a r ly  h o u r. The se c o n d  a re a  c o n ­
c e rn e d  th e  developm en t o f th e  L o u is ia n a  H a y rid e . Logan p roduced  
th is  show , a  jo b  w hich  in c lu d e d  th e  a u d itio n in g , tra in in g , and  s e le c t io n  
o f g u e s ts  for e a c h  p e rfo rm an ce . T herefo re , a  la rg e  p a rt o f th e  s u c c e s s  
o f th e  H ayride  sh o u ld  be c re d ite d  to  L ogan .
Frank P a g e , p re s e n t  program  d ire c to r , g a in e d  h is  p o p u la rity  on 
an  e a r ly  m orning d is c  Jockey  sh o w . In th is  show  b e tw een  m u s ic a l - 
num bers he p re s e n te d  th e  w e a th e r  f o r e c a s ts ,  n e w s, sp o r ts  r e s u l t s ,  
hum orous s to r ie s ,  and  p e rso n a l co m m en ts . P age  a ls o  w orked  w ith  th e  
L o u is ia n a  H ayride  from i ts  b eg in n in g  in  a lm o st ev e ry  c a p a c i ty  from 
b e h in d - th e - s c e n e s  ta s k s  to  s in g in g  on the  p rogram . The la te  Jerry  
B ozem an, a n n o u n ce r and  sp o rts  re p o rte r , w as ex trem e ly  p o p u la r  w ith  
KWKH a u d ie n c e s  in  th e  la te  1930‘s and e a r ly  1 9 4 0 's . Bozem an
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c o n tr ib u te d  no t o n ly  to  Radio S ta tio n  KWKH bu t a ls o  to  th e  a d v an c em en t 
o f sp o r ts  a c t iv i t ie s  in  S h revepo rt an d  v ic in i ty .
T h ese  p e rso n s  and  c o u n tle s s  o th e rs  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  o r ig in , 
d e v e lo p m e n t, and  c o n tin u a tio n  of Radio S ta tio n  KWKH. The s ta t io n  
c a n  c o u n t m any rad io  and  te le v is io n  p erfo rm ers w ho b e g an  th e ir  
c a re e r s  a t  KWKH. The p re s e n t  day  s ta f f  w as s e le c te d  w ith  e s p e c ia l  
re g a rd  fo r m a in ta in in g  the  q u a lity  p rog ram s fo r w h ich  th e  s ta t io n  i s  
n o te d . The o w n e rs , m a n a g e rs , e n g in e e r s ,  a n n o u n c e rs , n e w s re p o r te rs ,  
p ro d u c tio n  d e p a rtm e n t w o rk e rs , an d  s e c r e ta r ia l  s ta f f  m em bers hav e  
perfo rm ed  th e ir  ta s k s  d i lig e n tly  an d  w e l l .  C re d it  is  due e a c h  p e rso n  
w ho c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  b ro a d c a s ts  o f Radio S ta tio n  KWKH.
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C o m m is s io n . S h re v e p o r t, L o u is ia n a :  L e t te r s ,  d a te d  1 9 27 .
F ile s  o f  W illia m  A n to n y , D ix ie , L o u is ia n a .
R adio  S ta t io n  KWKH. In te rn a tio n a l  B ro a d c a s tin g  C o rp o ra tio n  D o c k e t
1 0 4 7 7 . E x h ib it IV . F ile d  w ith  F e d e ra l C o m m u n ica tio n  C o m m is s io n , 
Ju n e  11 , 1 9 4 8 . A m endm ents f i le d  Ju ly  1, 1952 . F i le s  o f KWKH.
AUTOBIOGRAPHY
L illia n  Jones H all w as born in  L a n e v ille , T e x a s , on January  If 
1923. She re c e iv e d  her se co n d a ry  e d u c a tio n  a t V ivian H igh School 
an d  R o d essa  H igh S ch o o l. In  1940 sh e  e n te re d  L o u is ia n a  P o ly tec h n ic  
I n s t i tu te .  In  1944 sh e  w a s  m arried  and  e n te re d  N o rth w este rn  L o u is ia n a  
In s t i tu te  w here  sh e  w as g ra d u a te d  in  1945.
For a  p e rio d  of e ig h t y e a rs  sh e  an d  her h u sb a n d  liv e d  on a d a iry  
farm  n e a r  S to n e w a ll, L o u is ia n a , w here  th e ir  d a u g h te r w as born in 
1947. She ta u g h t E ng lish  in  S tonew all H igh School from 1952 to  1954.
In  Ju ly , 1954, sh e  b eg an  g rad u a te  w ork a t  O klahom a S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  
an d  in  Ju n e , 1955, w as g ran te d  a M a s te r  of S c ie n c e  d eg ree  in  
se co n d a ry  e d u c a tio n .
In Ju ly , 1956, sh e  e n te re d  g ra d u a te  sch o o l a t  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity  and  w orked  tow ard  the  d e g re e  o f D octor of P h ilo so p h y  w ith  
a  m ajor in  sp e e c h  and  a  m inor in  se c o n d a ry  e d u c a tio n . D uring th e  sc h o o l 
term s of 1956-57  and  1 9 5 7 -5 8 , sh e  w as em ployed  by th e  S peech  
D epartm en t a s  a  g rad u a te  a s s i s t a n t .
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